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Today
* Sunset, 8:15 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 5:31 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:14 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil temperature 78 degrees
* Humidity 32 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
* Winds southwest 9 mph.
+ Barometer 30.07 inches

and steady
* Record High today 106° (1954)
* Record Low today 48° (1987)

Last 24 Hours*
High Sunday 94°
Low Sunday 64°
Precipitation none
This month 41
Year to date 8.69
Normal 11.49

The Topside Forecast

Today: Partly cloudy with a 20
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms, high near 91, low
near 61, winds northeast 5-8 mph.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny, high
near91, lowaround 63, winds east
northeast 5 mph.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: Mostly sunny, high
near 93, low around 64. Friday:
Mostly sunny, higharound 95, low
around 64. Friday: Mostly sunny,

high around 95, low around 64.
(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3 bushel
Posted county price — $2.96
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2 bushel
Posted county price — $1.99
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $5 bushel
Soybeans — $6.06 bushel
Posted county price — $6.19
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.70 cwit.
NuSun — $10.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection —Ask
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Parrot art
on display

Randy and Debbie Whit-
more of Goodland visited
with Sky Keith at the Art
Center gallery opening of
his parrot paintings, “Parrot
Life.” Keith’'s work will be on
display through Saturday,
Aug. 6. Photos, story on
Page 8.

Brick repairs at courthouse OKd

A small workforcewill be using
long ladders and equipment at the
Sherman County courthouseto re-
placethe old mortar and stop some
leaks.

Matt Deloney of Mid Continen-
tal Restoration from Fort Scott told
county commissioners he had a
crew working on the high school,
and could move to the courthouse
when that was compl eted.

Hesaid havingthecrew in Good-
land could save the county $1,500
because of the cost of moving the
equipment back later. He told the
commissioners the courthouse re-
pairs could be completed in six to
seven weeks.

Thecommissionersrecessedtheir
meeting on June 30 and went with
Deloney to look at problem areas
wherethemortar hasbeen damaged
by freezingandthawing. Heshowed
them a problem on the roof which
has caused leaks.

He told the commissioners he
couldbuildaretainingwall tosolve
the problem. The estimate for the
total work was$76,408, plus$1,500
to build theretaining wall.

Whenthemeeting wasreopened,
Commissioner Chuck Thomas
made the motion to have Mid Con-
tinental Restorationrepair thecourt-
house. Commission Chairman
Mitch Tiede seconded the motion.
Commissioner Kevin Rasure ab-
stained from voting because of a
potential conflict of interest, sothe

motion passed 2-0.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

» GaveRasurepermissiontohave
threecrab appletreesremovedfrom
behind the courthouse, and to work
with the city on an electrical prob-
lem at the courthouse.

 Turned down a request from
Fred Stasser tousethe4-H building
at thefairgroundsfor religious ser-
viceson Sundays. Thecommission-
ersdid not feel comfortable with a
long-term arrangement. Deputy
Clerk Mary Ann Snethen said the
county doesnot havealeasefor non-
profit organizationsto usethebuild-
ing.

» Approved the new state reim-
bursement rate of 40 centsper mile
for employees who use their ve-
hicleson county business, effective
asof July 1.

At their meeting on Tuesday, the
commissioners:

* Approved a$25 donationto the
Pioneer Memorial LibraryinColby
after a request from the Western
KansasPrairieResourceConserva
tion and Development agency.
Tiede said he had checked with
Sandy Rogers with the Sherman
County Conservation District of-
fice, who said they use the library
frequently.

» Approved aresolution to hire
Terry Ballard as part-time county

See COUNTY, Page 11

Brewster cemetery
to get county money

Sherman County commissioners
will add the Brewster Cemetery to
thelist getting county money with-
out cutting thebudget for the Good-
land and Kanorado cemeteries.

Commissioners agreed at their
meeting June 30 to have a new
agreement drawn up to include the
Brewster Cemetery, which isin
Sherman County, inaresolutionthat
alows spending county money on
any cemetery in the county.

While the city of Brewster isin
Thomas County, the cemetery is
acrossthecounty linetothewest, in
Sherman County.

The commissioners felt since the
cemetery isin the county, the county
shouldhelpwiththeupkeepandmain-
tenanceasthey havedonefor thecem-
eteriesin Goodland and Kanorado.

The current resolution gives 90
percent of theincomefromataxlevy
toGoodlandand 10 percenttoK ano-
rado. Commissioner Mitch Tiede
made a motion to have anew reso-

lutiondrawnupgiving 80 percentto
Goodland, 10 percent to Kanorado
and 10 percent to Brewster.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel said
the change would not reduce the
amount of money each cemetery re-
ceives because the county can in-
creasethetax rateto add the Brew-
ster Cemetery.

Thecemetery levy, now lessthan
a full mill, currently bringsin
$50,000 for the cemeteries.

The commissioners could raise
the levy to afull mill. That would
bring in $62,000 a year, Rumpel
said. Goodland could receive up to
$49,000 and the other two would
receive $6,200 each, shesaid, but a
tax increase isn’'t necessary to in-
cludeall three cemeteries.

“Thisdoesnot changetheamount
thecounty canlevy for cemeteries,”
shesaid. “ Becausethevauationhas
increased, there is room to change
thedistribution without costing the
taxpayers any more money.”
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Rodney Lorentz and Ron Durbin Jr. wrestled a 20-foot ladder into place on the front wall of Goodland
High School, as Ron Durbin (left) caulked the windows. They are members of crew from Midcontinent
Restoration of Fort Scott which has been repairing the bricks at the school, and will be spending six
weeks doing the same type of repairs at the Sherman County Courthouse.

Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

Budget woes mean rates, taxes will go up

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

City water and electric bills and
city property taxeswill begoing up
next year ascity commissionerstry
tofill someseriousholesinthebud-
get.
Officia sestimateall theincreases
combined will cost citizens about
$22 amonth.

At the end of along budget ses-
sion Wednesday, one of two the
commissionheld, Mayor Rick Bill-
inger said hethinksthebudgetisthe
best guess everybody has with the
changing economic conditions.

“Any placewherewe could save
amill?” he asked as the meeting

adjourned about 11:30 p.m.

No one had an answer.

Tuesday and Wednesday, com-
mission spent about ninehourstalk-
ing to department heads about the
nextyear, and about 90 minutestry-
ing to find the best way to handle
deficits in the water, electric and
general funds.

Thecity commissionfacedtough
decisions at budget time last year,
increasing sewer andwater ratesand
raising the property tax by over 2
mills. However, to balance the wa-
ter budget, they commission had to
dipintoreserves.

Commissioners decided then to
ignore an imbalance in the electric

rates, where the base charged is at
$28 per megawatt hour while the
city’scostisat $32.

The actual tax bite at the end of
last year was less than expected,
because the county valuation grew
by $1.75 million. City Clerk Mary
Volk saidthat reducedthecity prop-
erty tax increase by about 3 mills.
Thecommissionhad approveda3.6
mill property tax increasewhenthe
budget wasdonein August.

Thisyear, the commission faced
more of the same decisionsin the
budget process, plus the threat of
much higher power rates.

Electric seemed the easiest to fix
despitethefact it showed $409,000

in the red based on the budget fig-
ures. Volk said the problem is not
knowinghow much power will cost
after the Sunflower Electriccontract
expiresin May. There are indica-
tionstheco-operativecould double
itscharges.

Mayor Rick Billinger askedwhen
rateadjustmentshaveto bemadeto
bring the electric department rev-
enues up.

Volk said thecommission should
do arate study and look at what
might be needed. She said it could
be done later in the year, but the
numbershavetobepluggedintothe
budget.

“How often can we change the

rates?’ asked Commissioner Josh
Dechant.

“As often as we have to,” Volk
replied.

“Weneedthat wind power tohelp,
Commissioner Annette Franklin
said. “We' ve got to think out of the
box to make this happen.”

“Itisscary,” Billinger said.“ What
if the cost iseven higher than what
we are thinking. It could be that
$500,000 may not evenbeenough.”

“Especialy with the way things
aregoing, and crude (ail) hits$60
barrel,” said City Public Works Di-
rector Chuck L utters.

See BUDGET, Page 11

City approves Eagle Scout’s flagpole project

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Thenew Cherry Ave. entranceto
thecity will be completewith a50-
foot flagpolewhenitisfinishedthis
fall.

Theflag pole, Matt Rohr’'sEagle
Scout project, will be built on the
east side of Cherry Avenue across
from Pioneer Park and behind the
new entrance signs being built this
summer.

Rohr showed city commissioners
plansfor theflag poleat their meet-

ing Tuesday, and said that he had
checked it out with Darin Neufeld,
the engineer on the Pioneer Park
projectfrom Evans, Bierly, Hutchi-
son and Associates.

Public Works Director Chuck
L utters said he would be working
with Rohr on the project.

“1 need his help because | don’t
know howto dothewelding,” Rohr
said. “| hopeto havethe project ap-
proved and completed later this
summer.”

Mayor Rick Billinger said hefelt

wasagood plan, and theother com-
missioners agreed. They gave per-
missionfor Rohr and L utterstopro-
ceed.

“1 want to commend you,” Com-
missioner Annette Fairbanks said,
“for sticking with Scouting for this
long. Itisgood to see you reaching
the Eagle Scout level.”

Mayor Billinger read aproclama-
tion for the Kansas Shrine Bowl,
declaring July 30 as Shrine Bowl
Day. It honors Goodland's Brock
Lohr,whowill play inthegame, and

Rohr and BreannaTaylor, whowill
play in the special Shrine Bowl
Band.

Art Nelson from the Goodland
Shrine Club introduced the music
students and family members who
were at the meeting.

Bob Russell, an area farmer,
asked the commissioners if they
wereinterested in having someone
farm the land where the new High
PlainsMuseumisbeing planned out
by the east exit from I-70.

Billinger said the city wasinter-

ested, but that they would have tc
find out how much the taxeswoul o
beif the land werefarmed.

Russell said hedid notwant to pay
the taxes, but offered to farm the
land and give the city one-third of
the crop delivered at the elevator.

Billinger saidthecity clerk would
check out the cost of the taxes anc
they would let Russell know if the
plan would work.

During a budget work session

See CITY, Page 11



