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Today
* Sunset, 4:33 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:33 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil Temperature 33 degrees
* Humidity 18 percent
* Sky clear
* Winds southwest 15 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.92 inches

and falling

* Record High 71° (1921
* Record Low -13° (1990)

Last 24 Hours*
High 39°
Low 11°
Precipitation none

N.W. Kansas Forecast
Today: partly cloudy, high near
54, lownear 21, winds west south-
west 7 m.p.h. Wednesday: partly
cloudy, high near 50, low around
24, winds north northeast at 10
m.p.h. becoming south southeast.

Extended Forecast

New Year’s Day: partly cloudy,
high near 54, low around 22. Fri-
day: mostly sunny, high around
54, low near 21. Saturday: partly
cloudy, high around 45, low
around 19. Sunday: partly cloudy,
high around 34.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
*Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon
Wheat — $3.45 bushel
New crop — $3.24 bushel
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn — $2.31 bushel
Posted county price — $2.15
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $2.15 bushel
Soybeans — $7.24 bushel
Posted county price — $6.98
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $11.15 cwt.
NuSun — $11.40 cwt.
Confection — $19/$6 cwt.
Pinto beans — Withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Activity club
open 20 years

Young guests enjoyed
some refreshments at the
Goodland Activities Center
Saturday as the center cel-
ebrated its 20 years of ser-
vice to the community. See
story and photo on Page 8.

Plant relocation top story of 2003

L ookingback over theheadlines,
thestaff of TheGoodland Sar-News
has selected the top stories of the
year, andtoday wepresent thesel ec-
tionsfor the Top 10.

The top story this year was the
relocation of Aircraft Seal and Gas-
ket Corp. from California.

Insecond placewasthestraw poll
ontheproposedtimezonechangein
April.

Third went to the Cowgirls for
winning the state Class 4A Volley-
ball championship.

Fourth place was the number of
Chamber of Commerce directors
who quit thisyear.

Fifthwent thebeginning of opera-
tionshy theS& T Tel ephonesystem.

Sixthwasthearrest of high school

studentsafter adog found gunsand
drugsintheir cars.

Seventh wastheel ection of three
new school board membersandtwo
new city commissionersin April,
with votersturning out asmany in-
cumbents.

Eighthwasthecounty takingover
the city’s trash collection, which
wasthetop story of last year.

Ninth was the West Nile virus,
which affected peoplein northwest
Kansas and Sherman County.

Tenth wasatiebetweenthestory
of thesearchfor amissingman, and
themethlabsandlargedrugbustsin
the past year.

Other storiesreceived votes, and
the honorable mentions will be
highlighted next week.

Plant brings new jobs

No. 1: Thetop story for the year
istherelocation of Aircraft Seal and
Gasket Corp.’s manufacturing op-
erations from Californiato Good-
land, along withthejobsit will cre-
ateand thedollarsit will bring.

Herb Menold, president and co-
founder, said he wanted to save
money by relocating out of Califor-
nia, wherethecost of doingbusiness
was high and getting higher.

Two meetings were held Sept. 3
at the Goodland Area Chamber of
Commerce, where Menold ex-
plainedthefirm’shistory, products,
operations, capabilities and poten-
tial. OnSept. 12, Menoldtold people
at ameeting of the Goodland Rotary
Club he was committed to rel ocat-
ingtoKansas, whether to Goodland

or elsawherein the state. The total
cost of the move was estimated at
$800,000with $300,000inguaran-
tees needed to begin moving.

Ten days later, Menold said the
firm was moving to Goodland and
the fire-damaged Mosbarger |GA
buildingwoul d bethenew homefor
itsmanufacturing operation.A com-
bination of state pledges, city sup-
port and investment by a new ven-
turecapital fund set upin Goodland
came up with the money.

The plan called for 80 percent of
thefirm’s manufacturing operation
to be in Goodland with the rest in
Wichita, whereproduct inspections
and distribution will take place.
Menold said about 30 new jobs
wouldbecreated hereduringthefirst

Aircraft Seal and Gasket president Herb Menold pointed to where he wanted a silicon extruder placed.

The extruder was one of the first pieces equipment to arrive from California.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

few monthsof operation, increasing
to about 100 within thefirst year.

The city, which owns the build-
ing, agreed to allow thefirmitsuse
rentfreefor thefirsttwoyears. How-
ever, the building needed major
renovation, especially toitsroof and
thesouthwall, whichweredamaged
inanApril 1999fire.

Work began in earnest Sept. 22.
Crews started by removing the old
air conditionersfromtheroof. Over
the next eight weeks, the roof was
removed, damaged steel beamsre-
placed, the south wall repaired, the

exterior renovated, anew electrical
systeminstalled and anew concrete
floor poured.

In the mean time, Aircraft Seal
and Gasket went looking for anew
chief executive and a manager for
theplant here. Atanewsconference
Oct. 28 at the Northwest Kansas
Technical College, Menold intro-
duced JohnHartzler asthenew CEO
and Goodland’'s Chuck Lutters as
the plant manager.

Theonly tragedy suffered by the
project was the sudden death of
Goodland PublicWorksDirector Ed

Wolak on Nov. 29. Wolak was &
driving force behind the building’s
renovation.

Morethan three months of effort
by all those involved was realized
the morning of Dec. 10 when the
firsttwotruckscarrying equipment
arrived from California. Therest of
the day was spent unloading the
trucks and moving the equipment
into the building.

More than 400 people have ap-
pliedforwork at theplant. A ribbon-
cutting ceremony is being plannec
for February.

County decides to stay Mountain Climate Capital

No.2: A group of businesspeople
proposed changingto Central Stan-
dard Time in February, and asked
Sherman County commissionersto
supportthemove, but theeffortdied
inastraw poll conductedinApril by
The Goodland Star-News.

Larry Keirns, retired president of
the Northwest Kansas Technical
College, and J.D. McClure, owner
of McClurePlumbingand Heating,
told the Sherman County Economic
Development Council atitsmeeting

in February that it was*“ Timefor a
Change.”

“Weareheretorequest your sup-
port to change the time zone for
Sherman County from Mountain
TimetoCentral Time,” Keirnssaid.
“With only four of the 105 counties
in Kansas on Mountain Time, it is
timetojointhevast mgjority of Kan-
sasandchangeto Central Time. The
economicimpactwill bepositivefor
our county.”

The council took no actionto en-

Cowagirls state champs,

undefeated

No. 3: The Cowgirls won the
2003 state Class 4A volleyball
championship on Nov. 1.

The Cowgirls finished the 2003
season 38-2withoutlosingtoateam
fromKansas. Boththeirlossescame
early in the season to schoolsin
Colorado.

Going undefeated in Kansaswas
not easy. Seven of the Cowgirls
matches went to three games, in-
cluding one that went 15-13 in the
third game against the Grinnell
Warriors.

Atthestatetournamentin Salina,
Goodland needed three games to
defeattheNo. 1seedAbilene. Inthe
championship round, the next day,
the Cowgirls won both their
matches 2-0, defeating Baldwin
City for thetitle 25-14 and 25-20.

Five Cowgirl seniorswill gradu-

In Kansas

ate next May as state champions:
Kelsey Herl, Janae M cK eg, Cortney
Schields, Alisha McKee and Tomi
Windell. Alisha McKee will play
next season for California State
University, Fresno.

Some of the credit for theteam'’s
success belongs to senior Kristi
Boyce, who was the team’s man-
ager. Coach McKeesaid shedid an
outstanding job which allowed the
playersand coachesto concentrate
moreon playing the game.

ThiswasGoodland’sfourth state
championship since 1974 and the
second under Coach Jerry McKee.
TheCowgirlswonthestateClass3A
championshipin 1974 under coach
SheilaStilesandtheClass4A cham-
pionship in 1981 under Sandy
Weaver. McKee's first state title
camein 1988.

S&T begins service

No. 5: S& T Communications
beganservicein January after build-
ing awhole new telecommunica-
tions system to serve Goodland.

S& T offered Goodland an option
for cabletelevision, telephone and
Internet services.

Internet options include dial-up
service and high-speed digital sub-
scriber lines, referred to as DSL.
S& T signed up itsfirst customers
here on Jan. 6. with service begin-
ning Feb. 1.

Don Newell, sales manager in
Goodland, saysS& T now hasabout
63 percent of themarket. Asof Dec.
26, S& T had 1,712 phonelines, 759
Internet customersand 1,032 cable
customers.

S& T Communicationsin Good-

landisabranch of S& T Telephone,
a customer-owned cooperative
headquartered in Brewster. Other
branch offices are in Colby and
Dighton.

Work beganlastyeartoinstall the
new fiber-opticcommunicationsys-
teminGoodland. Thework, donein
phases, was finished last July. The
start of thework wastheNo. 4 onlast
year'stop 10list.

Perhapsthemost obviousproof of
S& T'simpact in Goodland is the
number of telephone numbers
which changed its prefix from 899
to890zero.” S& T created about 20
jobsin Goodland.

S& T offers packages which in-
cludetelephone, cableand Internet
service under onebill.

dorse the plan, but Keirns and
McClure spoketo civic and social
groupsand ask thecounty commis-
sionersto support the change.
Whenthecounty saidthey would
liketoknow how peoplefelt, astraw
vote was suggested. At first it was
planned to do the straw poll at that
same place as the city and school
board electionsin April, but under
statelaw, suchan electionhadtobe
in aseparate location. It was spon-
sored by the newspaper and heldin

Senior Janae McKee hit the ball
over two Baldwin defenders in
the championship match for the

state Class 4A high school title.
Photo by Liz West
The Goodland Star-News

the lobby of the Sherman County
courthouse.

The straw poll was handled by
employeesof TheStar-News, andit
was set up so that anyone who was
18 — whether registered to vote or
not — could vote. Advance voting
was done at the newspaper office.

A total of 1,450 people voted in
the straw poll, with 1,062 (74 per-
cent) against a change to Central
Time, and 388 (26 percent) infavor.

Theturnout amounted to 37 per-

cent of the registered votersin the
county. A total of 1,675 votedinthe
city and school board elections, 43
percent of theregistered voters.
Research found that Sherman
County had switchedtimezonesfre-
quently inthe past. The numbersin
this straw vote were similar to one
conducted by the Sherman County
Herald and The Goodland Daily
News in April 1989, when 1,035
votedinfavor of stayingwithMoun-
taintimeand 579 voted for change.

Chamber director
changes four times

No.4: TheGoodlandAreaCham-
ber of Commerce had a lot of
changes this year, and as the year
drawsto aclose, the board islook-
ing for anew manager, thefourthin
ayear.

The Chamber board got ajolt in
mid-January when Ron Harding,
who had been manger for 22 years,
announced hewasleavingtobecome
manager at Aten Department Store

Harding'sassistant, Jo Simmons,
who had been office manager and
eventscoordinator for sevenyears,
was named the new manager. In
March, shemoved the Chamber of -
ficefromitsofficeat 104 W. 11thto
the new Opera House Plaza, 1002
Main.

OnMay 15, Simmons submitted
aresignationto Chamber President
Tim Rath of Farm Bureau Insur-
ance, saying her last day would be
May 30.

Theboardturnedtooneof itsown
tokeeptheoperationmoving, nam-
ing Justin Bentzinger as interim
manager.

Simmons was hired in July to
manage the Goodland Churches
Thrift Shop, 1218 Main.

The Chamber had a change of
president inthesummer when Rath
moved to Greeley, Colo., to take

over anew Farm Bureau Insurance
office. Thispromoted Cesar Miller,
who had beenthevice-president, tc
thetop spot.

InOctober, forthethirdtimein 10
months, the Chamber was seeking
someone to run its office with the
resignation of Bentzinger.

Miller said hehad received alet-
ter of resignation from Bentzinger,
and he was |ooking for someoneto
fill the position temporarily.

Bentzinger would not elaborate
on hisresignation, but it was | ater
learned the Chamber was out of
money to pay him.

“Thisissuchadilemmafor us, as
thedust hasn't settled fromtheother
resignation,” Miller said. “Wehave
picked up membersin the past four
months, andthat it thebest thing. We
are not in a panic, but hope to get
thingsmoving.”

In December, ballots for the
Chamber board were distributed to
membersaspart of a2004 member-
shippacket that wereeither hand-de-
livered or mailedtoeveryoneonthe
paid-uplist.

Theoldboardmet for thelast time
Dec. 19. Tremon Kizer, who is co-
ordinating the search for anew di-
rector, said he hasreceived five ap-
plications.

With the New Year’s holiday,
there will be no Goodland Star-
News published on Friday. The
next edition will be on Tuesday,

No paper on Friday

Jan. 6. All government officesand
most businesses will be closed
New YearsDay. Haveahappy and
safe holiday.




