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ini-summit sets priorities for region

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Community leaders from the 18
northwest Kansas counties met
Tuesday to look for ways to boost
the area’s economy and draw up pri-
orities which will form the agenda
for a regional economic summit in
Goodland on Wednesday.

About 60 representatives with
various backgrounds gathered at the
Comfort Inn in Colby to develop
ideas and specific things the state
can do to help in the areas of agri-
culture, tourism, service business
and production business.

Larry McCants, president of First
National Bank of Goodland, whois
the regional chairman, opened the
session with some history about
how the state developed at the end
of the Civil War. After 140 years,
there needed to be some new think-
ing “outside the box” about how
ways leftover from thatearly devel-
opment could be changed, he said.

“One thing about Kansans is that
they will do anything you ask, but
nothing of what youtell themtodo,”
he said. “It is time for a new list of
things that need to be done, and we
need to keep in mind that strategic
planning works.”

McCants said the mini-summits
— the one in Colby and one today
in Hays — are designed to set the
table for the regional summit to be
held at the Goodland Elks Lodge
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Mountain
time) Wednesday.

Lt. Gov. John Moore is leading
the effort, which will culminate in
the Kansas Prosperity Summit.
There are six other summits being
held across the state to develop re-
gional priorities that will be drawn
together on Oct.1, in Wichita.

The state Department of Com-
merce, which Moore heads, is guid-
ing the regional and statewide sum-
mits. McCants said the goal is to
develop a statewide economic
policy that is based on regional
needs.

Mike Walker of the Docking In-
stitute at Fort Hays State University
gave the group some population and
economic figures about the 18 coun-
tiesto give them a perspective onthe
region as a basis for discussion.

The group was divided into seg-
ments by topic with a facilitator for
each. These groups spent about2 1/
2 hours discussing and developing
priorities to be forwarded to the re-
gional summit.

Clare Gustin, representative of
Sunflower Electric Power, was the
facilitator for the service industry
group. Brenda McCants, chairman
of the state film commission and a
member of the Sherman County
Convention and Visitors Bureau
board, led the discussion on tourism.
Randy Hrabe, director of Northwest
Kansas Planning and Development
Commission, worked with the pro-
duction businesses. Ken Palmgren,
an Edson farmer and former head of
the Kansas Wheat Commission,
was the facilitator for the ag group.

Each group brought their priori-
ties back to a general wrap-up ses-
sion, and these will be fleshed outby
the university statff and McCants for
the regional summit.

Priorities for the service indus-
try group centered around the ag-
ing population, the number of
people who are moving back to the
areaand those who are moving away
from nearby metropolitan areas
such as Denver.

They alsofeltimproving commu-

Theater’s new seats
are ready for use
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doesn’tkeep him from taking to the
road with his brother. At this time of
the year, he said, the cattle don’t
need a lot of care. He said his wife
can just check on them and get her
dad to help if necessary.

Ted said his nephews took him
into the business.

“They talked me into it,” he said.
“I wasn’t doing anything else.”

Ted said he farms alittle and lives
just 10 miles from Chris.

The guys don’t just install seats,
but also put in sound systems, cur-
tains and anything else atheater may
need.

“We do all things in theaters,”
Darrell said.

And they enjoy having a variety
of projects. Darrell said his favorite
thing to do depends on how long he
spent on the last one.

“We get tired of doing the same
thing over and over,” he said.

“We like a variety,” Chris said.

They have worked in anumber of
theaters around the country. Darrell
and Chris said Chicagois theirleast

favorite city on account of the traf-
fic. They said they had todrive clear
across town in heavy traffic just to
pick up a piece of paper.

Along the way, Darrell said, they
had to stop on a bridge that Chris
didn’t like. It moved up and down,
Chris said, which was kind of scary.

As for the theaters, Darrell said
they are all pretty much the same in
any state except for size. He said
they had worked in theaters will
5,500 seats and 24 screens.

The brothers said the one thing the
don’thave alotoftime forin theaters
is watching movies. They said they
work 14-hour days most of the time.
But they try to get a chance to see
movies.

Chris said he wants to see Termi-
nator 3 and is planning to see it
sometime when he’s on the road,
since his wife doesn’t want to see it
with him.

It seems she doesn’t share his
taste. He said his favorite kinds of
movies are science fiction and west-
erns.

It’s an odd combination, Darrell
said.

Must See!

Drastically reduced for quick sale...1308 Cherry... Was 62,500 Now
42,000. Attractive bungalow style home with 3 bedrooms and 1 bath.
Formal living and dining reas, fireplace, hardwood floors and new
carpeting. Detached oversized double garage and large carport. Contact
Cynthia Butts, listing agent.

X v

217 West 7th...$45,000.. Looking for an attractive low maintenance
home? This cozy 2 bedroom is located in a great neighborhood and offers
a double garage and small yard. $45,000. Call Cynthia Butts for your
private showing.

Cynthia Butts, 899-3944; Donna Moore 899-6159.
RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

[ J 1023 Main « Goodland, KS 67735
Ik 785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426 m

OR E-MAIL US AT: homested@goodland.ixks.com
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

nications and helping entrepreneurs
start businesses were important.
They discussed infrastructure
needs, and said the state needs in-
centives for young people to stay or
move into rural areas. Today, they
said, we educate kids, send them to
college and they move on to the cit-
ies. This “brain drain” needs to be
addressed, the group said.

The production business sec-
tion led by Hrabe said the top prior-
ity is to convince the population that
agriculture canno longer solely sup-
port the economy. Changes in the
industry have led to a need for less
labor on the farms as they have got-
ten bigger. He said there are reasons
to live on the High Plains, and that
there is a good work ethic.

The group felt that “value-added”
ag production — where farmers
control some of the processing and
marketing — is important, but that
itdepends on outside factors. They
felt that there was potential for
growth in existing businesses, and
that there needs to be more invest-
mentin young people to bring them
back after they go to college.

One suggestion was to develop

regional venture capital pools for
business startups that can’t get a
bank loan. They felt that having
good management in small busi-
nesses is important and that one
thing that could be done would be to
start a chapter of the Service Corps
of Retired Executives to help busi-
nesses.

Hrabe said the group felt the big-
gest risk was not doing anything.

The tourism group said that
marketing is the top priority, and that
itshould be acollaborative regional
effort. Ms. McCants said there was
asense thatcriteria for existing state
grant programs need to be revised to
create a regional funding pool, and
to reward regional efforts.

She said the group felt that con-
vincing people believe that tourism
is important will go a long way to-
ward improving the image of the
state.

Agri-tourism was something the
group felt needed to be explored,
going beyond the current hunting
programs for pheasant, deer and
other seasons. One suggestions was
to support more prairie dog hunting
asameans of controlling the rodents

and making money, and possibly as
anew “cash crop” for farmers who
have dog problems.

Thinking outside the box, she
said, the group felt that something
like a“dude farm” might be success-
ful, drawing people from the cities
to work on farms or take partin har-
vest.

Education was another major pri-
ority for the tourism group, who felt
everyone in a town should be in-
volved because a community’s im-
age is set by the first person a visi-
tor contacts. McCants said the eco-
nomic impact of tourism is a boost
to the economy, and that positive
awareness might pay off in the fu-
ture.

The group suggested incentives at
the state, region and local level, es-
pecially when trying to bring com-
panies in looking to produce films
ortelevision programs in the region.
McCants said the state lost out on
Little House on the Prairie movie
filming because Canada offered
more incentives than Kansas.

The ag people, led by Palmgren,
said people need to recognize the
value of agriculture to the economy,

despite the drop in farm numbers.
They said it is important to develop
the ag infrastructure of the area, in-
cluding storage and transportation.

He said there is a lot of interest in
wind farms, but there may not be
enough electric transmission lines to
move the generated power to places
where it is needed. He said that
might be a higher priority after the
recent blackoutin the northeast part
of the country.

Farmers need to make a profit for
what they grow, the group said, and
the state needs to relax regulations
which hamper expansion of dairy
and hog farms.

One suggestiontodevelop young
people was a farm apprentice pro-
gram with the help of the schools,
banks and other organizations.

Palmgren said there is a need for
tighter quality standards because
sometimes customers are not get-
ting what they pay for. The ag people
believe there needs to be a plan for
terrorism and a Kansas organization
to sell Kansas products.

“Ag needs more people to keep
the economy sound,” Palmgren
said. “Weneed strong downtowns.”
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Calvary Gospel Church
Pastor: Rev. Steve Rains
Fourth & College ® 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Service: 10:30 am
Small Group Ministries
Wednesday: Prayer and Worship: 7:00 p.m.
Youth @ the Rock House: 7:00 p.m.

Cur Lady of Perpetual Help
Pastor: Father Norbert Dlabal
307 W. 13th * 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday: 6 pm, Sunday: 10:30 am
Spanish Mass:
1st & 3rd Sunday: 2 pm

Sonrise Christian Church
Ninth & Caldwell ® 899-5398
Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean
Sunday: Worship Service: 9:30 am
Sunday School: 10:45 am
Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting: 7 pm
Adult & Children’s Classes: 7 pm

Word of Life
Foursquare Church
10th & Clark  899-5250
Pastor: John Coumerilh
Service Schedule:
Sunday: Worship Celebration
and Kids’ Church: 10:30 am
First Wednesday: K.W.A.M.!
Grades 1 through 5: 7 p.m.

Pleasant Home Church
Serving the rural community
for over 100 years
Rt. 1, Box 180 ® 694-2807 ® 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Charlie Busch

Sunday: Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School: 10 am
Evening Service: 6 pm

694-2242

899-7368

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am
Morning Service: 10 am
Evening Service: 6:30 pm
Wednesday: Evening Bible Study: 7 pm

Rible Baptist Church
Pastor: Glenn Hermanson
Fifth & Broadway

9Iglisia Del Dios Vivo
Church of ‘Jesus Christ

of Latter-Day Saints

1200 15th Street ® Burlington, CO
(719) 346-7984
Sacrament Meeting: 10 am
Sunday School: 11:15am
Priesthood/Relief Society: 12 am

Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.

Daily Prayer: Sunday thru

Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am

La Luz Del Mundo

1601 Texas ® 899-5275

Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm

Brewster:
Pastor:

Winona:

United Methodist Church

Worship Service: 10:45 am CST
Sunday School: 9:45 am CST

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service: 9 am CST
Sunday School: 10:15 am CST

First Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
Pastor: Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade ® 899-5233

Sunday: Worship Service: 10:30 am
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m.
Activities: Junior High & High School Youth Groups,

Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,

Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice: Handicap Accessible, Hearing
Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler

urseries Available

Sunday: Sunday School: 9 am

Kanorado
United Methodist
Church

Pastor: Leonard Cox
399-2468

Worship Service: 10:15 am

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor: Matthew Delp
Third & Caldwell

899-2080 or 899-3797

Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:50 am
Evening Service: 6 pm
Wednesday: Evening Service: 7 pm

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman
899-3631
Pastor: Rev. Janet Hernandez
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am

goodland Bible Church
109 Willow Road ® 899-6400
Pastor: Chad Dejong
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:45 am
Morning Worship: 11 am
Evening Worship: 6 pm
Wednesday: AWANA (Winter)
and prayer: 7 p.m.

First Baptist Church
Pastor: Bud Chester
Fifth & Center ® 899-3450
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:15 am
Morning Worship: 10:30 am
Evening Worship: 6:30 pm
Tuesday: Mens’ Prayer Group: 6:00 am

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
13th & Center
Church 890-2115 or Rectory 890-6969
Priest: Father Jerry Jones
Deacon: Sister Gretchen T. Good-Pankratz
Morning Prayer: 9:30 am, 4th & 5th Sundays
Holy Eucharist: 1st, 2nd and
3rd Sundays: 9:30 a.m.

grace Fellowship
Church
104 E. Hwy 24 * 899-6423
Pastor: Bob Snyder o
Residence: 890-0134
Sunday: Sunday School: 10 am
Worship Service: 11 am
Youth Group at Gattshall’s at 5:30 pm

Pastor: Arlin Cochran ® 785-332-2888
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 am
Worship Service: 11 am

Thursday: Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm  Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-3320 Adult Bible Study 6 pm
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Church of Christ
Seventh Day Adventist Church 13th & Sherman ¢ 899-6161 401 Caldwell
. Pastor: Scott Grimshaw
1160 Cattletrail 899-6185

Sunday: Christian eduction/fellowship:
10:15 a.m.
Worship Service: 9 am
Wednesday: Confirmation: 6 pm

Sunday: Bible Study: 9:45 am
Worship Service: 10:45 am
Wednesday: Bible Study: 7 pm

Internet tonight! 8999-2338

‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend
your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Short & Son ‘Trucking
Hwy. 24

good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

goodland Star-News
1205 Main




