4 The Goodland Star-News / Friday, May 23, 2003

from our viewpoint...

Harvest Is coming,
coming early, fast

Acrossthestate, thenorthernhalf at least, wheat standstall
and headed out.

Plants are thick with stems, and the berries are starting to
form.

Harvest iscoming, coming fast.

Evenif thecool weather continues, whichisunlikely,itmay
beover beforethe 1st of July.

Andit may just be one heck of aharvest.

Thereisalot of wheat out there, and most of itisdoing pretty
well. Statereportsshow theworst crop conditionsinthesouth-
west, wherethe drought may be hanging on alittlelonger.

Not up here, not acrossthe northern half of thestate. There
iswheat, lotsof it, with plenty of raintofill out the heads.

And for the first time in more than three years, farmers
around these parts may have abountiful harvest. That, and
pricesare holding up pretty well, too.

Andasthedrought fades, talk of not planting fall cropshas
all but disappeared. Subsoil moisture may not bein surplus,
but hardly anyoneis predicting another disaster.

Last summer, heat baked emerging corn and milo. Plants
died halfway to heading. Even sunflowersdiedinthefields.
With irrigated corn, some fields depended on wells that
couldn’t pump fast enough to save them. Meant to supple-
ment, not replace nature, the sprinklersfailed. Other fields
wilted under thesummer sunwhenthey should havebeen pol-
linating.

Hardly anyoneiswillingto bet onarepeat thisyear. Farm-
ersaregrumblingthat thewet weather hasbeenkeepingthem
out of thefields. Seed dealers complain that they’ re having
toreplacecornwithlater varieties.

Theseareproblemswejust didn’t have ayear ago.

Anyone complaining about therain, well, they should just
smileand enjoy theday off.

It'sadifferent year, for sure. A year when afinewheat crop
isabouttoroll inand afall crop seemsalot more possible.

A year, not to relax, exactly, not just yet, but to ease off a
little and be thankful that nature doesprovide.

Most of thetime, anyway. — Steve Haynes
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Time to stand up for principles of Christ

| don’t know about you, but | think it'stime
for Christiansto stand up for the principles of
Christ and pledgetheir devotion to thewill of
God.

Our nationiswavering over whether Chris-
tianity isnecessary.

It'sreally nowonder. Weliveasthough God
hasvery littleto dowith our lives. Nowonder
there is a movement to take God out of our
Pledge or Allegiance as has been donein our
public school curriculum.

Whenarewegoingtorealizewe reeitheron
God'sside, or we'renot? Thereisno middle
ground.

Hereweareready to celebrate another Me-
morial Day with picnics, time off from work,
etc.

| offer this message from Senator John S.
McCain who represents Arizona in the U.S.
Senate:

“ Asyoumay know, | spent fiveand onehalf
yearsasaprisoner of war during the Vietnam
War. In the early years of our imprisonment,
theNorthVietnameseArmy kept usinsolitary
confinement or two or threeto acell. In 1971
the army moved us from these conditions of
isolation into large roomswith asmany as 30
to40mentoaroom. Thiswas, asyoucanimag-
ine, awonderful changeandwasadirect result
of the efforts of millions of Americanson be-
half of afew hundred POWs10,000 milesfrom
home.

“One of the men who moved into my room
wasayoung man named MikeChristian. Mike
camefromasmall townnear Selma, Alabama.
Hedidn't wear apair of shoesuntil hewas 13
yearsold. At 17, heenlistedinthe US Navy.
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He later earned a commission by going to
Officer Training School. Then he became a
Naval Flight Officer and was shot down and
captured in 1967. Mike had a keen and deep
appreciation of theopportunitiesthiscountry
and our military providefor peoplewhowant
towork and want to succeed.

“ Aspart of thechangeintreatment, the Viet-
namese allowed some prisoners to receive
packages from home. In some of these pack-
ages were handkerchiefs, scarves and other
itemsof clothing. Mikegot himself abamboo
needle. Over aperiod of acouple of months,
he created an American flag and sewed onthe
insideof hisshirt. Every afternoon, beforewe
had a bow! of soup, we would hang Mike's
shirt onthewall of thecell and say the Pledge
of Allegiance. | knowthe Pledgeof Allegiance
may not seem the most important part of our
day now, but | canassureyouthat inthat stark
cell it was indeed the most important and
meaningful event.

“Oneday theVietnamesesearched our cell,
asthey didperiodically, anddiscoveredMike's
shirt with the flag sewn inside, and removed
it. That eveningthey returned, openedthedoor
of thecell, andfor thebenefit of all of us, beat
MikeChristian severely for thenext coupleof
hours. Then, they opened the door of the cell
and threw himin.

Wecleaned himupaswell aswecould. The
cell inwhich we lived had aconcrete slab in
themiddleonwhich wesd ept. Four nakedlight
bulbs hung in each corner of theroom.

Asl said, wetried to clean up Mike aswell
aswecould.

“ After the excitement died down, | looked
inthecorner of theroom, and sitting there be-
neath that dim light bulb with a piece of red
cloth, another shirt and hisbamboo needle, was
my friend, MikeChristian. Hewassitting there
with hiseyesamost shut from the beating he
had received, making another American flag.
He was not making the flag because it made
MikeChristianfeel better. Hewasmakingthat
flag because he knew how important it wasto
ustobeabletopledgeour allegiancetoour flag
and country.

“So the next time you say the Pledge of Al-
legiance, you must never forget the sacrifice
and couragethat thousandsof Americanshave
madeto build our nationand promotefreedom
around the world. You must remember our
duty, our honor, and our country.”

That’'sapowerful story, but I’ dliketoaddto
it. Itdoesn’t seemacoincidencetomethat this
young man’'s name was “ Christian.” God re-
lies on Christians everywhere to remind oth-
ersof what’struly important. Asyou remem-
ber your duty, honor and country, youmust al so
remember our country hasbeen blessed by an
al-powerful, loving God. That blessing will
continueaslong asyou don’t forget your first
alegiance. You must never alow God to be-
come secondary in your life, and you must
never allow “under God” to beremoved from
our nation’spledge. Think about it.

Praeger assess spring storm damage

Tornadoes and storms during the week of
May 4 were devastating for several Kansas
communities. | recently visited three of the
counties that suffered extensive damage —
Crawford, Wyandotteand Douglas. My heart
goes out to all of the families who lost their
homes — and especially to those who lost
loved ones.

The Kansas Insurance Department set up
temporary officesin Wyandotteand Crawford
countiesto help consumersbesuretheir insur-
anceneedswerebeing met. | met with execu-
tivesfromthemajor insurance carrierstodis-
cussour department’ sexpectationsinhandling
thelargevolume of claims.

While the Kansas I nsurance Department
doesnot haveauthority to prohibit companies
from dropping the policies of consumerswho
suffer storm losses, | did remind insurance
company leadersthat disasterslikethisarethe
reason most Kansans carry insurance — and
that our consumer assistance division would
be closely monitoring their response.

We still do not know the full impact of the
first round of storms, but our estimatesof dam-
agefromthe May 4 tornadoesarearound $70
million dollars. That only includes insured
property losses.
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Theestimateinnortheast Kansas—includ-
ing Leavenworth, Miami and Wyandotte
counties— is$50 million dollarsfor insured
property losses. Theestimateof insured prop-
erty lossesin southeast Kansas — including
Cherokee, Crawford, Labette and Neosho
counties— isabout $19 million.

Reportsfor estimated storm lossesin April
andMay arestill being compiled—including
damagefromthetornadothat hitAllen,Ander-
son, Douglas, Linn, Osageand Woodson coun-
tiesonMay 8.

If yousustainstormloss, you shouldimme-
diately contact your insurance agent or com-
pany. Take photographsof damaged property
andgetinstructionsfromyour adjuster before
making repairs or replacements. Also, make
sure that you do not make a settlement with
your company until you are confident that the
detailsof your lossare compl ete.

TheKansasInsuranceDepartmentishereto

assi st Kansasconsumersif they haveany ques-
tionsor concernswhenworking with their in-
surancecompanies. If youarenot certainabout
what your policy covers, now wouldbeagood
timetocall your agentto makecertainyouare
protecting your assets.

If you have a question or concern about an
insurance-related issue, please call our Con-
sumer Assistance Hotline at 1-800-432-2484
or visit the Department’s web site at “ http://
www.ksinsurance.org.” Assistance is also
available at our Wichita office (316-337-
6010).

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and asignature. Unsigned
letters will not be published. Form letters
will be rejected, as will letters deemed to
be of no public interest or considered of-
fensive. We reserve the right to edit letters
for length and good taste. We encourage
letters, with address and phone numbers, by
e-mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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THAT HAMBURGER HAD
BETTER BE RIGHT THERE
WHEN I GET BACK!
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