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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:30 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:59 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:31 p.m.

Midday Conditions
+ Soil Temperature 47 degrees
* Humidity 36 percent
« Sky partly cloudy
* Winds south 12 m.p.h.
 Barometer 30.19 inches

and falling

* Record High 96° (1989)
* Record Low 22° (1982)

Last 24 Hours*
High 63°
Low 34°

Precipitation

N.W. Kansas Forecast

Today: cloudy with 20 percent
chance of isolated showers and
thunderstorms late, windy with
winds from south 10-40, high up-
per 60s, lowmid 40s. Wednesday:
60 percentchance of showersand
thunderstorms, high upper 60s,
low lower 40s.

none

Extended Forecast
Thursday: mostly cloudy with
chance of showersinthe morning,
highmid 60s. Friday: partly cloudy,
high near 70, low upper 30s. Sat-
urday: partly cloudy and breezy.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7. a.m.

Wheat — $3.04 bushel
Posted county price — $3.01
New Crop — $2.75 bushel
Corn — $2.44 bushel
Posted county price — $2.27
Milo — $2.21 bushel
Soybeans — $5.70 bushel
Posted county price — $5.63
Millet — $7 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.40 cw.
Oil new crop — $10.05 cwt.
NuSun—$10.05 cwit.
NuSun new crop — $10.75 cwt.
Confection — $17/$7 cwt.
New crop — $17/$10 cwit.
Pinto beans — withdrawn
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

Sports Whlrl
back on pace

The Goodland High Cow-
boys and Cowgirls are back
in action this week.

The girls softball team
was to play Liberal athome
on Monday and be at Hays
High School today fora 3
p.m. start. The golf team
was to be on the links at
Hays High on Monday. See

Sports, Page 8.

Study lab may move downtown

By Steve Haynes

“learning centers,” including onein Colby.  were behind and considered at risk, Swager

The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland School Board hear a pro-
posal last week toturnitsSTEPL ab, aninter-
active program for dropouts and at-risk stu-
dents, over to an educational co-operative
whichwouldexpandandre-equipitandmove

it downtown.

The proposal came from a Hutchinson-
based group known as ESSDACK, the Edu-
cational Servicesand Staff DevelopmentAs-
sociation of Central Kansas. Representative
Larry Walker said the agency runs 14 of the

Hesaidtheprogram could savethedistrict
money and pull in more students, especially
those who because of their age are reluctant
to goto classesat the high school.

High School Principal Harvey Swager told
the board it was time to update the existing
lab, which the district equipped at a cost of
about $111,000 for softwareand computers.

Sincethen, he said, thelab has served 302
students, including 170“ truedropout recov-
eries’ studying full and part time. Another
130 were studentsfrom the high school who

said. Andthereweretwojunior high students.

Throughfeesfor classes, headded, thepro-
gram has paid for itself and made alittle
money. Now, though, thesoftwareneedstobe
updated and someof theequipment replaced.

Hesaidtheprogramhashel pedwithEnglish
asaSecond L anguagestudentsandwith sum-
mer school. It'simportant to have an alterna-
tivetoclassrooms, hesaid, becausenot all kids
learnthesameway. It' |l beeven moreimpor-
tant when thedistrict hasto deal withthenew
No Child Left Behind Act.

A long-term goal isto move the program
away fromtheschool, butthecost for abuil d-
ing and softwaremight be$203,000 or more.
He recommended running the program asit
isfor now.

Walker said hisagency has40member dis-
tricts. It started seven years ago with adrop-
out recovery programin Lyons. A critical el-
ement ishaving the program downtown, not
at the school, he said.

“ Somestudentsjust won't gotoaschool,”

R

hoppers

Erica Fenner (as the Easter
Bunny), Catina Gittinger and
Carlene Fenner helped
younger childrenfind eggs Fri-
day atthe Fenner Daycare egg
hunt at Chambers Park. Bob-
bie Jo Lee helped her son
Aaron at the Topside Lions
Easter egg hunt Saturday.
Aaron seemed more inter-
ested in chewing that hunting,
though.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran
and Bill Wagoner
The Goodland Star-News

| eaders back program to get kIdS thelr parents to vote

By Steve Haynes
The Goodland Star-News

Secretary of StateRon Thornburg
was in town last week, pushing a
plan to have kids vote — and get
their parentsvote.

Thornburg asked community
leaders to resurrect Sherman
County’s Kids Voting Kansas pro-
gram, which setsup aparallel elec-
tion for school students whenever
their parentsvote.

Familiesgoto the pollstogether,
with the kids vote being counted
separately, of course.

The secretary said the program
costs next to nothing, just 25 cents
per student inatown, or about $250
ayear for Sherman County. But the
benefitsarelegion:

« Kidsfrom kindergarten to high
school learnabout voting, elections,
government and the political pro-
Cess.

* Families come closer asthe get
together tostudy thecandidatesand
issues.

* Parentstend to vote more, with
turnout from 5-10 percent higherin
KidsVoting communities.

* Teens and twenty-something
votersturn out in far greater num-

See SCHOOL, Page 3

County
agrees
on loan

Business will get
$15,000 boost

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County Commis-
sionsigned arequest tothestatefor
a$15,000microloanfor aGoodlanc
restaurant and hammered out the
details of administering the loan
program at their regular meeting
Tuesday.

Randy Hrabe, executive director
of the Northwest Kansas Planning
and Development Commission, ex-
plainedthedeadlinesfor dispersing
a $100,000 grant the county re-
ceived fromthestate. The devel op-
ment commissionistheadministra-
tor of the program.

The grant will give the county
$90,000 to loan to businesses, he
said, and $10,000will goto admin-
istrative fees. The county will only
haveuntil theend of theyear todis-
burse the money, Hrabe said. It is
possible to get a six-month exten-
sion, hesaid, but thecounty shoul d-
n't count on that.

The county will request money
from the state, he said, asthere are
businesses approved to borrow the
money. Right now, Hrabe said,
Reynaldo’s is the only business
whose application has been re-
turned.

The money will go to the county
treasurer, Hrabesaid, andthentothe
business receiving aloan. He ad-
vised the county to be sure to get
invoices to document what the
money wasused for andto set up an
account that isnot interest bearing.

Asthemoney ispaid back, Hrabe
said, itisthecounty’sand canbein
an interest-bearing account.

County Treasurer Shelby Miller
said shehad set upanempty account
for the money.

See LOAN, Page 8
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Kansas Secretary of State Ron Thornburg flew into Goodland last
week to talk with community leaders about the Kids Vote Kansas
program. The group (fromleft), Larry McCants of First National Bank,

bers, becausethey’ realready famil-
iar with electionsand palitics.
“Oneof thegreat benefitsof this
isthat 45 percent of the parents say
they are better educated,” Thorn-
burg said. “I believethat thisisthe
program that will turn around the

declineinvoter turnoutinthiscoun-
try.”

He said the program provides a
complete school curriculum for all
gradesthat teacher canjust pluginto
their plans. He emphasized that
thereisno cost to the school swhat-

furniture dealer John Garcia, lawyer Jeff Mason and radio station
owner Marty Melia, agreed to get it moving.
Photo by Steve Haynes/The Goodland Star-News.

soever.

Thelocal committeewill needto
raisethe25 centsper student, but no
oneat the meeting thought that was
much of a problem. Banker Larry
McCants said he and the others
would take the program to the Ro-

tary, Kiwanis and Lions clubs, for
starters.

Lawyer Jeff Mason said hewoul o
contact the school district about the
idea. Also at themeeting were John

See KIDS, Page 8




