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Raiders

DENVER (AP) — Denver was de-
termined to not let Oakland beat them
deep. The Raiders didn’t, but Rich
GannonsurepickedtheBroncosapart.

Gannon threw for 352 yards and
three touchdowns, and completed 21
straight passesduringonestretchasthe
Oakland Raiders ended a four-game
losing streak witha34-10victory over
the Denver Broncoson Monday night.

Gannon was sharp as Oakland
openedtheseason 4-0, but struggled at
timesduringtheRaiders' losing streak.
Against Denver, hecouldhardly miss.

Gannon completed 29 of hisfirst 30
passes, and his21 straight compl etions
inthe second and third quartersbroke
KenAnderson’ssingle-gamerecord of
20 set nearly 20 years ago.

“He takes a three-step drop and
they’ re max-protecting him, it's hard
to get to the QB,” Denver DT Lionel
Dalton said. “Wetried to push and get
our hands up in hisface, and he kept
throwing it over our hands. Unfortu-
nately, hewashot.”

Denver (6-3) dropped its safeties
deep in coverage and rushed Gannon
with as few as two players, which
Gannon used to hisadvantage. Here-
peatedly dropped off passes under-
neath, then threw over the top when
Denver tightened its coverage.

Gannon didn’t miss until his ninth
pass, and that camewhen running back
Charlie Garner was unable to come
down with both feet inbounds. He
threw touchdown passes of 6 and 34
yardsto Jerry Rice, andwas9-for-9for
94yardsduringathird-quarter scoring
drivethat Jerry Porter cappeda22-yard
TD reception.

“They weren't goingtolet ustakea
whole lot of shots downfield, so we
were real patient,” said Gannon, who
had a quarterback rating of 131.6.
“Andthat’sthething, youneedaquar-
terback who is going to be patient
against adefenselikethat, and not try
andjamitintheseamsandturntheball
over. We knew if we could do that,
we' d have achance.”

The 36-year-old Gannon had help
fromtherest of Oakland’sold folks.

Oklahoma,

By R.B. Fallstrom
AP Sports Writer

For the first time all season, Okla-
homaisnot OK.

Coach Bob Stoops s confident the
Sooners, knocked fromNo. 1toNo. 4
by anupset|ossto TexasA& M on Sat-
urday, will bounceback. But herecog-
nizesthat taking that first lossthislate
in the season carries extrasting.

“Thereareadded mental difference
when you’ vewon for along period of
time,” Stoopssaid Monday ontheBig
12 coaches teleconference. “ Regard-
lessof what anybody says, all theBCS
talk, all the mediaattention, you have
to deal with all of that.”

Stoops said Oklahoma players
might have been unduly influenced
by positive press during their 8-0
start.

“Dealing withthe mediaisadiffer-
entdynamicthanitusedtobe,” Stoops
said. “Our playersaresmart and know
itdoesn’tmeananything, butit cantake
some of the edge off.”

The Sooners (8-1, 4-1 Big 12) trail
Texas(9-1, 5-1) inthe South Division
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pound Broncos

DENVER (AP) — Denver tight
end Shannon Sharpepartialy dislo-
cated hisright elbowinthefirst quar-
ter against the Oakland Raiders on
Monday night.

Sharpe was injured when hisarm
got caught under Oakland’s Bill
Romanowski on a pass play late in
the quarter. He caught the ball with
his left hand, but it popped |oose

Bronco tight end Sharpe
Injured against Raiders

when Romanowski fell on him.

Sharpelay onthefield for about a
minute, then went straight to the
locker room for X-rays. He did not
return.

Sharpe, the league’s all-time
leader in receptions and receiving
yardsby atight end, issecond onthe
Broncos with 38 catches for 455
yardsand two touchdowns.

The 40-year-old Rice continued to
play likehe's 20, catching nine passes
for 103 yardsto break the NFL record
for al-purpose yards and become the
first player with 200 touchdowns.

Hereached 200 TDsby adjustinghis
route for a 6-yard score over Tyrone
Pooleinthesecond quarter, and his34-
yard touchdown pass over Deltha
O’ Neadl in the third quarter gave him
21,817 total yards — 14 more than
Walter Payton’srecord.

“They guy’sphenomenal,” Denver
safety 1zell Reese said. “To beableto
do that at his age and be able to do it
continuously, what can you say about
theguy?He'still doing, hestill cando
it.”

Rod Woodson, Oakland's 37-year-
oldfreesafety, turned thegameby do-
ing what he does best — returning an
interception for atouchdown.

Denver waspoisedtotakea7-3lead
on its first drive after reaching
Oakland’s 4, but Woodson stepped in
front of Clinton Portisfor anintercep-
tion at the 2. He took off up the right
sideline and was slowing down when
Denver’sRod Smithtackledhimfrom
behind into the end zone.

“I'mgladitwasn’tover 100yards. |
was out of gas,” said Woodson, who
extended hisownNFL recordwithhis
12th interception return for a touch-
down.

Denver never recovered.

The Broncos managed just 342
yardsagainst an Oakland defensethat
has struggled in recent weeks.
Denver’sonly pointscameonal-yard
touchdownrunby Portisinthesecond
quarter anda27-yardfield goa by Ja-
son Elaminthethird.

Worseyet, Broncostight end Shan-
non Sharpeis expected to miss 2-to-
weekswithapartially dislocated right
elbow, anddefensiveend Trevor Pryce
will have an MRI on Tuesday on his
injured knee.

“That’sabout asbad asit gets,” Den-
ver linebacker John Mobley said. “I
wouldn’t say they wanted it morethan
us, but they camein herepretty desper-
ate.”

Notes: ABC celebrated thegameas
its500th on* Monday Night Football.”
... Oaklandwonin Denver for thefirst
time since beating the Broncos 48-16
on Sept. 18, 1994 — a span of eight
games. ... Denver is 6-0 in games
played during theday and 0-3in night
gamesthisseason. ... The 75,822 fans
set an Invesco Field at Mile High
record for a Broncos game. ...
Gannon’s34 compl etionswerethesec-
ond-most allowed by Denver, one
short of the record he holds. ... The
record for most consecutive comple-
tionsis22, set by San Francisco’s Joe
Montanain two gamesin 1987.
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As Chief’s defense rises, offense slumps

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — The
worldisrifewithirony for theKansas
City Chiefsthese days.

For almost theentirefirst half of the
season, their defense stumbled around
asalaughingstock whiletheir offense
soared with the best.

They werescoring morepointsthan
anyone elsein the NFL and coughing
themup at nearly anidentical rate.

Now look what’shappened. Intheir
past two games, the Chiefs’ sadsack
defenders have held Oakland to 10
pointsand San Franciscoto 17.

In September and October, that
would have spelled two easy victories
for Dick Vermeil’s squad. But now it
hasmeant onewin, onelossand heaps

Stoops looking to rebound at Baylor

heading into Saturday’s game against
Baylor.

“We didn't walk out of that locker
room with our tail between our legs,”
Stoopssaid. “Weal sorecognizewe' ve
gotalotinfront of us, andit’ll beupto
ushow we go after it.

“Westill believewe' reamuch bet-
ter team than a year ago and whether
wecanfinishit, we'll find out.”

Stoops pointed at secondary break-
downsastheprimary reasonthe Soon-
ersaren’t still unbeaten. Onall four of
Texas A& M freshman quarterback
Reggie McNeal’'s touchdown passes,
he said the receiverswere wide open.

“Can we play better? | think so,”
Stoopssaid. “ Bottomlineiswedidn't.
Why it happens, | don’t know.”

Baylor coachKevin Steelecertainly
isn't looking forward to seeing the
Soonersthisweek.

“They don’t need motivatingfactors
at Oklahoma,” Steele said. “They’re
goingtocomeand play championship-
stylefootball, regardl ess of what hap-
pened |ast week.”

Huskers look to get win
on the road over Wildcats

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP)—Nebraska
football coach Frank Solich hasyet to
beat Kansas State on the road, but he
ishopeful thethirdtimewill beacharm
when histeam facesthe No. 11 Wild-
cats on Saturday.

Solich and the Cornhuskers were
disappointed in their last two trips
down U.S. Highway 77 to Manhattan.

InSolich’sfirst seasonin 1998, Kan-
sasStatebeat Nebraska40-30and gave
theHuskers' new coach histhirdloss.
Two years ago, the Wildcats knocked
theHuskersout of theBig 12titlehunt
by only one point, 29-28.

“They’ re such agood program and
sotalentedyearinandyear out,” Solich
said Monday.

WhileManhattan has not been kind
to Solich, his teams have always re-
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turned the hospitality when Kansas
StatevisitsLincoln, beating the Wild-
cats41-15in1999and 31-21 | ast year.

Solich said hedoesn’t refer to Kan-
sas State (8-2, 4-2 Big 12) asarival
when preparing histeamfor thegame,
but he definitely treats the Wildcats
likeone.

““You haveto make surethereisan
understanding that you are playing a
specia team,” hesaid. “Wedon't re-
alyidentify rivals, butitisobvious...
you need to step it up when you face
them.”
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GO FOR 2?: Knowing his defense
was struggling, Missouri coach Gary
Pinkel

still never considered going for a2-
point conversionand aninstant verdict

inSaturday’s42-35overtimelossto
Colorado after the Tigers scored late

to forcethe extraperiod.

Hesaid he never will, either.

“Knowing we each have an equal
opportunity in the overtime, | don’t
know how we could missthe conver-
sion and look my playersinthe eye,”
Pinkel said. “I couldn’t dothat. 1’1l go
inand havean equal chancetowinthe
game, givemy team achancetowin.”

Pinkel didn’t quibblewithaperhaps
controversial ruling that Darius Out-
law fumbled away the Tigers' chance
inovertime.

“You know what, | really thought
thatwasclose, | didn’t think itwasone
you could argue either way,” Pinkel
said. “Trust me, if | felt without ques-
tionthat hedidnot havecontrol | would
say that, but | can’t say that.”

BROWN FOR HEISMAN: Colo-
rado coach Gary Barnett said junior
running back ChrisBrown, thenation’s
leading rusher with 1,617 yards, isde-
serving of the Heisman Trophy.

But he said he has virtually no
chance of winning it because the na-
tional mediaseemsto be preoccupied
with quarterbacks and staying with
preseason candidates.

“1 don't think it would do me much
good to talk about Chris Brown,”
Barnett said. “1 think he’ sthebest run-

ning back in the country and he's car-
ryingus, but that isn’t what everybody
thought would happen before the sea-
son.

““You never see a guy come out of
nowheretowintheHeisman. It doesn’t
sound like Chrishasachance.”

LONGHAUL: Kansascoach Mark
Mangino hasn’t become discouraged
by atrying

first season.

“1 think it's been trying at time,”
Mangino said. “ That's what these re-
building projectsareall about.

“You'vejustgottohanginthereand
believe in yourself and the people
around you.”

Mangino believes players see
progress, even though the record
doesn’t show it. And he said he'll be
better-prepared next season.

“It's been a good learning experi-
encefor me,” Mangino said. “There's
so many thingsthat need attention that
you need to spend agreat deal of time
onissuesthat have nothing to do with
Xsand Os. | think I'velearned | have
to budget my timewell.”

REGGIE'STIME: TexasA&M'’s
McNeal will get hisfirst start thisweek
against Missouri andredshirt freshman
quarterback Brad Smith, after hissen-
sational outing against Oklahoma.

“I’vebeentryingtoeasehimalong,”
coachR.C. Slocumsaid. “I don’tthink
he'll get carried away with this.

“ Stepping upasastarter will bepart
of the growing experience.”

Declare your
Independence!

of frustrati on becausethat unstoppabl e
offense is suddenly trailing white
smoke.

Inal7-13lossto the49erson Sun-
day, the Chiefs(4-5) managed only 16
playsin the first half and 46 for the
game. They held theball just 21:16to
San Francisco’s 38:34.

Priest Holmes had only 51 yards
rushing, hislowest output in almost a
year. Three-time Pro Bowl tight end
Tony Gonzalez caught onepass. Wide
receiver Johnnie Morton didn’t catch
that many.

“We went into that ballgame asthe
No. 1 scoring team in football,” a
weary-looking Vermeil said Tuesday.
“Butwedidn’tcomeout theNo. 1 scor-
ing team.”

A month ago, Vermeil warned that
maintai ning their high-octane offense
at such alevel would be “very, very
tough.”

Now eventsseemtobebearing him
out.

“1’ve not been disillusioned by it,”
hesaid. “I know why you scorealot of
points sometimes and why you don’t
and what you haveto do to keep scor-
ing.”

The offense will come back to life,
Vermeil predicted

“1 believewe rebetter thanwewere
yesterday. | think we' veprovedit. But
we'll have to prove it again since we
didn’'tdoityesterday. That’sthenature
of thisbusiness. | think we'll go back
into the scoring range that we're ca-
pableof.”

Butif theChiefsneed areasontofeel

encouraged for the second half of the

season, there's a steadily improved
defensethat for the past two games, at
least, hasnot looked or playedlikethe
worst intheleague.

“Wegave(San Francisco) 105yards
of total offenseinthesecond half. We're
doing better,” Vermeil said. “They
couldn’t break out. The one big play

they got wasa 19-yard reverseandwe

had adefensive mistakeinthe signals.
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Oakley, 2-5p.m.

high school library.

November 13-20, 2002
Wednesday, Nov. 13 - High School Scholars Bowl at Golden Plains 2 p.m.; WKLL
Volleyball and Foothall All League selection meeting and dinner at Montana Mike’s, Colby,
6:30 p.m.; Gifted Seminar “Team Think” at Northwest Kansas Educational Service Center,

Thursday, Nov. 14 - Basketball parents meeting, 7 p.m., high school.
Monday, Nov. 18 - First possible Basketball practice; Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m.,

“And I've said that all along, that
therearesignsof thingsgetting better,
playersgetting better, schemeimprov-
ing. It sashameweweren’t rewarded.
Butthefactisthey controlledtheclock
like they did, and had so many more
offensive opportunities to win the
gamethanwedid.”

Penaltiesinkey situationswereal so
key to the loss in San Francisco.
Gonzalez was furious over a holding
call onhimthat nullifieda44-yardrun
by Holmes that would have put the
Chiefsonthe 3.

“That was a bad call,” Gonzalez
said. “I block likethat every play.”

Adding to hisfrustration, he said,
was the fact he was getting held but
officialswould not call it.

Vermeil said he usually alerts the
back judgebeforeevery gametowatch
for Gonzalez being held.

“Tony'susedtoit,” hesaid.

“Whenyou' reamarqueeplayer and
youlineupinatight end position, you
get held. | just know it’sgoing to hap-
pen. Hegot held up some, no question.
| know we' ve got to get the ball intc
Tony Gonzalez' shandsto bemorepro-
ductive.”
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Medicare & private insurance welcome
(Sorry - HMOs not accepted)

FREEDOMED™
CALL Now! ToLL FREE- 1-888-722-7556

Have your diabetic supplies
delivered to your door
for little or no cost!
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S&T Telephone
Cooperative
wishes all
students success!

Telephone Cooperative fissociation

P.O. Box 99 = Brewster, Kan. 67732
(785) 694-2256

USD 314

Wishes the best to ALL
Brewster Students!
Go Bulldogs!

102.5rmKKGI

Best of the 70s, 80s, & 90s
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KLOE 730..

Full Service Radio




