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Fort Hays increases enrollment

By Rachel Hixson
The Goodland Daily News
Fort Hays State University took a
different approach when money for
higher educationwascut last year, and
wound upwithmorestudentsenrolled
thisfall semester than ever before.
President Ed Hammond said while
most universities in Kansas

said Hammond, who recently stopped
in Goodland on hisannual tour of the
state.

He said administrators realized
about 18 months ago that the univer-
sity wasfacing hardtimesasthestate's
economy was growing weaker. They
could either raisetuitionto cover bud-

respondedto statebudget cuts
by hiking tuition between 9
and 25 percent, Fort Haysad-
ministrators decided a better
solution waskeep tuitionlow
and bring in more students.
Hesaidtheresultwasal3.6
percentincreaseinenrollment
20 daysinto the 2002 fall se-

get cuts, he said, or find
some other solution.

Hammond said they did
alittle of both, increasing
tuition 6.4 percent and de-
ciding to boost enrollment
at least 10 percent each
year for threeyears.

“We decided we needed
$500,000 more to cover

mester over enrollment at the
sametimelast year.

That includesa60.6 percent
enrollmentincreaseintheuniversity’s
virtual college program, through
which students can earn a degree at
home, and a 1.2 percent increase on
campus.

Thetotal head count on Oct. 20 was
6,392 students, Hammond said, which
is766 morethanwerecounted|ast year
and the highest enrollment Fort Hays
has ever seen. Virtual college enroll-
ment increased 713 studentsto 1,890
and on-campusenrolImentwent up 53
studentsto 4,502.

“Wehavegrowth acrosstheboard,”

Hammond

budget cutsof last July and
August,” hesaid. “Wetook
achanceonkeepingtuition
low and starting to grow.”

The tuition increase was minor,
Hammond said, compared to Kansas
StateUniversity’shikeof 25.2 percent
and the University of Kansas' 25.1
percent increase. All the universities
under the Kansas Board of Regents
increasedtuition morethan Fort Hays,
hesaid.

Keeping tuition low was one of the
keys to increasing enrollment,
Hammond said, noting that students
seemto haverealized they could get a
good education at alower price.

“They thought, ‘ Why not go to that
institutionwhereyoudon’t haveto cut
off anarmand alegto get thereonthe
cost side?” hesaid.

Hammond said Fort Hays started a
promotion called “ Affordable Suc-
cess’ toshow studentsthey don’'thave
to pay more to attend a reputable
school.

Hesaid they’ reletting peopleknow
about Fort Hays students who won
national contestslast year, besting stu-
dentsfrom Stanford, Northwesternand
other large universities.

Theincrease in virtual college en-
rollment has to do with affordibility
and credibility, Hammond said. He
saidthe Fort Haysprogramistheonly
oneinthecountry that offershelpfrom
alive person 24 hoursaday.

Hammond said more students are
coming to Hays from the eastern part
of Kansas and from Nebraska and
Colorado.

“They’ve realized what a tremen-
dously good education you can get at
Fort Hays,” hesaid.

Hammond said the university will
continue to work on growth, and with
Democrat Kathleen Sebeliusin the
governor’soffice, they might not have
toworry about moredeep state budget
cuts.

“She's alittle more of afriend to
higher education,” hesaid.
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this month.

Workers installed a roof and swept the sidewalk in front of the new Taco John'’s building on K-27 this
morning. There was more work going on inside the new fast-food restaurant, which is scheduled to open
Photo by Rachel Hixson/The Goodland Daily News

HUNTING, from Page 1

changesinfarming practicesthebirds
cannolonger surviveinthisenviron-
ment. Young pheasants don’t have
enough water, food and cover to stay
alive until hunting season starts, he
said.

Thissummer’sdrought, whichleft
Sherman County about 9 inches be-
low the normal rainfall level, killed
off many pheasants, Hopper said.

“If the birdsdon’t have moisture,”
he said, “they just don’t grow, they
die”

Technol ogy hasallowedfarmersto
become more productive and effi-
cient, Hopper said, but it hasalso re-

duced the amount of bugs and weeds
in fields— things pheasants need to
survive.

“Theloss of habitat isabig factor
in the decline,” he said, adding that
pheasantsusedtoliveinthehighgrass
that grew inditchesnext toroads, but
now those ditches are mowed.

To increase the bird population,
Hopper said, farmers, landowners
and otherswill havetocommittopre-
serving the pheasants’ habitat.

“The short and sweet of itisif we
don’t provide living places, water,
food and nesting placeswe can't ex-
pect themto survive,” hesaid.

Hopper said game wardens know
the pheasant population is down be-

Drought, farm changes killing birds

causethey takewildlifesurveystwice
ayear which givethem apretty good
ideaof thenumber of pheasantsinthe
area.

SometimeinApril or May, hesaid,
northwest Kansasgamewardenswill
go out before sunrise and listen for
pheasantscrowingaongadesignated
routefor adesignated amount of time.
InAugust or September, hesaid, they
will go out again and count the num-
ber of roosters, hensand chicksthey
spot in aset areaduring aset amount
of time.

Thedataiscompiled, Hopper said,
and compared with previous years
survey results.

“Through many yearsof recording

data,” hesaid, “wecantell whether or
not the populationisup or down.”

Hopper said hetalkswithmail car-
riers, farmers and other people who
spend alot of timeoutsideto find out
how many pheasantsthey see.

Hunters find out the bird popula-
tionisdownby callinggamewardens
and reading hunting magazines, Hop-
per said.

He said when an out-of-town
hunter calls him to ask about the
pheasant numbers, he can'tlie.

“When | get a phone call from a
non-resident,” hesaid, “1 tell themthe
truth.‘ Aretherebirdshere?Thereare
somebut not alot. Isitworthwhileto
come hereand hunt? | wouldn't.’”

Butler County closer
to starting wind farm

EL DORADO (AP) — Butler
County is one step closer to bringing
electricity-generating windmills to
southeast Kansas.

Early Wednesday thecounty’splan-
ning commission approved aproposal
by Kansas Wind Power LLC for a
6,000-acrewind farmitwantstobuild
about 3 1/2 miles south of Leon.

About 75 peoplewaited lateintothe
night Tuesday for the commission to
discussandvoteontheproposal . Then,
for more than two hours, county offi-
cialsheardfromresidentswho support
and opposetheproject, aswell asfrom
representativesof KansasWind Power
LLC.
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

Thefarmwouldincludebetween 50
and 80turbines, 262 feettall, tobebuilt
on privately owned land. They would
generate enough energy to power be-
tween 50,000and 75,000 homesayear,
said KansasWind Power chief execu-
tive Troy Helming.

Tension increased as the meeting
continued.At 11:30 p.m., Helmingtold
commissioners, “ Thissite needsto be
approved, and it needsto be approved
tonight.”

Twomotionstotablethediscussion
for atleastamonthfailed. Theplanning
commissioners then voted 4-3 to ap-
prove the proposal, which goesto the
county commission on Nov. 26.

1 Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the

Daily and The Country Advocate.

(7th Street

New Hours@
Mon., Wed., Fri.:
1p.m.to 7:30 p.m.
walk-ins
Tues. & Thurs.
8am.-5p.m.
Sat. 8 am. - Noon
Master Barber & Stylist,
Cynthia Bohl
785-899-6544
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FLANDERS GUTTERING

Better Way To Go”

Specializing in:
5" seamless Seel Gutter

Soffit & Fascia Sding » Roofing
Small Construction
Mark & Jamie Flanders
(785) 899-7456
(785)462-0633 Cell

p& D B'lﬂde,.s

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Efc. *
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs.

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 -
785-694-2687

Dodge the Drafts

with

Pella, Marvin, Alside & Atrium.

Replacement Windows.

Keep out cold, keep in the warm,

and save fuel costs.

Home Improvement Center
1630 Sandy Rd
Goodland, Ks 67735
899-6241

& nwkansas.com
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Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

Your local internet service provider
with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs
as low as

$16.50 per month!

only the best will do

Mitch Hixson

785-899-3060 « Home: 785-899-9270

114 W. 12th » Goodland, KS

REALTOR"

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

spoc s> [800-886-2423]

CLEAR CHOICE, LLC

MOBILE AUTOGLASS 3%

CRACK REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

785-462-9793 or
888-466-8602

660 W. WALNUT « COLBY, KS 67701 « FAX: 785-462-2782

ready for the holidays?

X

* Tri Star Homes
Tri Star Home Improvement Services

Do you need something done around your home to get
Additions: Painting, Siding, Basement Finishes*
Give us a call at 785-899-6725 or 785-821-3608

Ralph Brighton
Licensed, Bonded & Insured contractor

We'll always be there for you.

LIFE - HOME + CAR - FARM * BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent f
SHELTER 1624 S. Main Street -
TINTIEd | Goodland, KS 67735-0727 i
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974 1
® Www.shelterinsurance.com i

785-899-7030 Office i

ZIMMERMAN -
PLUMBING

COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FARM

LICENSED - INSURED - BONDED

EXPERT TREE SERVICE

Tree Care

Fruit Trees

Deciduous

Coniferous

Balling

Pruning

Tree Clean Outs

Tree Removals

Expert Field Tree Surgeon
Nurseryman « Landscaping

Yard Artist

785-462-8091
Gem, KS

Evergreens
Shaping
Trimming
Feeding
Shelterbelts
Removal
Pine Tree Care

New System Professional

% Window Cleaning
Colby, Kansas
Dear Chris and Beth,

My windows look great! Thank you for doing
the extra on those south windows! | appreciate
the effort you put into doing a great job! | will
recommend you to my friends!

Sincerely, Kim Davis, Burlington, CO

(785) 462-6995
(800) 611-6735

AreYou Tired of High
Phone Bills?

Local Phone service w/FREE unlimited Long-Distance!
$39.95 Includes:

« Call Return
» Three-way calling

* Call Waiting
* Caller ID
« Call Blocking

Keep your same phone #

Call 1-877-826-4335

*must have good credit*




