2 The Goodland Daily News / Friday, September 6, 2002

commentary

from other pens...

Politicans, parties angle
to pick opponents

Political candidatesare stepping up eff ortsto pick theopponent they
most want to faceinthegeneral el ection— ahigh-stakesstrategy that
appearsto havesucceededin Californiaearlier thisyear, but may back-
firein Floridaon Tuesday.

WhenCdiforniaGov. Gray Davis, aDemaocrat, spent $10millionlast
spring attacking moderate Republican Richard Riordan beforethe Re-
publicanprimary, it may haveseemed anunusual strategy. But Riordan,
former mayor of LosAngeles, lost theprimary to conservativebusiness-
man William Simon, Davis' preferred general €l ection opponent.

Now some other politicians around the country are following that
same strategy, but finding it doesn’t alwaysyield the sameresults.

That appearsto bethe casein Florida, wherethe Democratsare now
inasurprisingly closeracefor the party’s gubernatorial nomination.

Most people believed Democratic front-runner Janet Reno, aformer
U.S. attorney general, wouldwintheparty’snominationhandily. But they
thought shewould face asteep uphill race against incumbent Jeb Bush.

While Reno has astrong following in south Florida, most expected
the former Clinton administration official would have atough time
winning counties north of Palm Beach County.

Few Democratswould say it publicly, but privately many havehoped
thecampaign of Tampaattorney Bill McBridewouldtakeoff. They felt
McBride, aformer Marine who served in Vietnam, offered the best
chanceof running astrong raceagai nst the president’ syounger brother.

Recent polls show Reno and McBridein avery closeracejust days
before Tuesday’s Democratic primary.

Bush campaign strategists saw that coming, and in recent weeks Re-
publicans broadcast ads criticizing M cBride’'s management of hislaw
firm and his campaign finances. They say they weren't trying to pick
their opponent, but did want to increase negative perceptions of him.

“It was a strange phenomenon in Florida,” said Republican state
chairmanAl Cardenas. “ Neither Bill M cBride’ sopponentsnor thepress
were pointing out hisweaknesses.”

Bush campaign spokesmanTodd Harrissaid, “Wedid not want tobe
in a situation where we found ourselves in the middle of September
running against an opponent who had been on the air for two months
introducing himself to voterson histerms.”

McBride has been helped by the Florida Education Association,
whichendorsed himearly inthecampaignand hashel ped fund thebulk
of hisnearly $4 million advertising blitz.

State Democratic Chairman Bob Poe sai d Republicanswere caught
short by the cordial tone of the Democratic campaign.

“Republicansarefrustrated becausewe' renot actinglikeDemocrats,”
Poe said. “We're notoriousfor coming out of the process bloodied.”

Poesaid Renoand M cBride" bothlikeand respect oneanother.” While
McBriderananexpensivecampaigntoraisehisprofile, Renoranalow-
key, grass-rootscampaign that relied heavily on personal appearances.

TheRepublicanadsagainst McBridewereadirect assault, Poesaid.

Political strategistsnotetheapproach of attackingapoliticianfromthe
opposing party beforeaprimary isnot new, though it'sgained visibility
thisyear because of Davis' expensive campaign to help defeat Riordan.

Political scientist LancedeHaven Smith of FloridaState University
said the tactic may prove costly to the Bush teamin Florida.

“Ithink itbackfiredabit by raisingMcBride svisibility quickly,” hesaid.

Smith said thefolksy McBride could be atough opponent for Bush
because he may have appeal inthelargely rural FloridaPanhandle as
well asin hisnative central Florida. Strong M cBride performancesin
those areas combined with the Democrats' natural advantagein south
Floridacould be adangerous combination for Bush.

Democratic state chair Poesaid the Bush assault on McBride* made
alot of Democratsthink twice.

“1f Bush doesn’t want this guy, maybethey do.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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| don’tknow about you, but asachild | wondered
what God |ooked like.

| had apretty good ideaof how Jesus|ooked.

Infact, | began acollection of facesof Jesusby
different artists. That collection hangsin my of-
fice. | loveeach onefor different reasons.

As|’ve grown older and (hopefully) wiser, |
realizethat probably noneof themlook muchlike
the human Jesus|ooked.

In fact today Americans would probably fear
Jesus, because he actually looked like aMiddle
Easternman. Noneof my picturesreally show that;
most of themaremorelike Europeanor American
faces.

| haveal socometorealizethat most of usreally
don’t recognize God.

Werely heavily on God’srecognizingus, butwe
fail to see God most of thetime.

To make my point, | offer thise-mail message

Shifting from

President Bush wants to shift the government
away fromthe*|leave-it-alone” stanceinthewoods
and start fighting the next round of forest firesbe-
forethey start.

It'sall well and good — to apoint.

Butlet'snot kid ourselves. A century of firesup-
pressionhasleft much of our government landripe
forfire.

We can't, at this point, thin enough fuel or re-
move enough logsto prevent more major firesin
theWest. Nor, for that matter, should we.

Bush'seffort will create somejobsand openup
some opportunities to the hard-pressed lumber
industry inthishalf of the country.

Logging has been hit hard by environmental
restrictions. Thelast major lumber mill in south-
ernColoradohasclosed, forinstance, andnowlogs
must be shipped out by rail.

Meantime, fuel continuestobuildupinNational
Forests, muchof itinplaceswhereloggerscannot
go— stegp canyons, scenicareas, wildernesspre-
serves.

Tomakesense, anew policy will havetorecog-
nize several things:

« Logging, doneright, is not bad. It removes

Tales from

Onarecent August nightinacentral New York
valley, 17-year-old Spencer Lee King murdered
14-year-oldAnnie“Nonie’” Drummond. At least,
that’swhat Kingreportedly toldlocal policeinthe
farming community of Fabius before being
charged with stabbing, beating and burning
Drummond to death in the farmhouse she shared
with her grandfather, who wasaway that night on
acamping trip. Poor Nonie, it seems, had lied to
King about her age, and he* snapped.”

Thelocal papersandeven TheNew York Times
werefull of thedetails—thetwoteen-agersshared
“azeal for MTV” and“aweaknessfor junk food.”
Clearly, thiswas a case that couldn’t be reduced
tothebrevity of regional round-ups. Why?Sordid
lifeand violent death are not by themselves con-
sidered noteworthy. What seemstohavemadethis
case news were itsrootsin rural youth and the
poisonous fruit they bore in cyberspace. Lonely
Nonie Drummond is thought to have been mur-
dered on her grandfather’ sapplefarmright smack
inthemiddleof nowhereby ateen-agedrifter she
“met” onthelnternet. Shenever got areal look at
him until the night of her own death.

L eaving the crime scene particularsto the pro-
fessionals, it doesn’t requiremuchimaginationto
takeNoni€' sfateasonemorecautionary tal eabout
the Internet and how “unfettered access” may
work, insidiously, bothways. Whenweopen our-
selvesuptothat new, wired world out there— or,
muchworse, alow childrento openthemselvesup
— weexpose ourselvesto its shadowy denizens,
many of whom shouldn’t be entrusted with the
family dog, much less our daughters.

Of course, as any techno-booster will tell you
(even!’ll admitit), lookingforloveinall thewrong
chatroomsisrarely fatal . Indeed, Wired magazine
breathlessly insistsinits September i ssuethat be-
ing “hyperconnected” to the Internet to achieve
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by an unknown author:

“Themanwhispered, ‘ God, speak tome’, anda
meadowlark sang. But, theman did not hear.

So the man yelled, ‘ God, speak to me', and the
thunder rolled acrossthe sky. But, themandid not
listen.

Themanlookedaroundandsaid, ‘ Godlet mesee
you.’

And astar shined brightly. But the man did not
see.

“And, the man shouted, ‘ God show me a

miracle’

And, alifewasborn. But, theman did not notice.

So, themancried outindespair, ‘ Touch meGod,
and let me know you are here.” Whereupon, God
reached down and touched the man.

But, the man brushed the butterfly away anc
walked on.”

Thise-mail camewithaverseadded by someone
else

“Themancried, * God, | needyour help!’ Andan
e-mail arrived reaching out with good news and
encouragement. But, theman deleted it and contin-
ued crying.”

Andithadawarning: “Don’'t missout onabless-
ing because it isn't packaged the way that you ex-
pect.”

God is seen in everyone and everything around
us-if we'll just look. | guesswe all need to brush
up on our God-recognition skills.

‘leave-it-alone’ will not be easy
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ol der, disease-pronetreesand opens up theforest
to new growth. And sincetoday’sloggersarere-
guiredtocleanuptheir mess, it doesn’t despoil the
land like the ol d-fashioned clear cutsdid.

*Youcan'tthinenoughforesttopreventall fires.
Fire prevention efforts need to focus on areas
where they can have an impact, around subdivi-
sionsand commercial centers.

* A lot of thiswork will be in the hands of
homeownersandlandhol ders. Smokey Bear needs
to honehismessageand focusonteaching people
how to build a “defensible space” around their
property.

That meansfewer treesand underbrushupclose,
no shake-shingle roofs, advance thought about
how to keep fire away from homes.

« Fireisnature’ sway. A burned areamay notlook

beautiful, but to some extent, itisnormal. Firere-
news aforest, and allows secondary species such
asthe aspen trees so prized for their fall beauty, to
grow.

« Fireitself isnot bad, and many fires should be
allowedtoburn. ScientistshaveseeninYellowstone
that even major fires are not exactly a disaster to
nature. Withinafew years, trees, grasses, shrubsand
animalshavecomeback, withincreasing diversity.

* Despite some problemsin the past, controlled
burns can reduce fire danger. We need more, not
less, burning in thewoods.

Defensibleisnot that hard to achieve. When we
livedin Colorado, for instance, we bought ahouse
withawood roof and awood heating system. Not e
good combination. Today it hasametal roof, which
looksfineandisaheck of alot safer.

Not everyoneisgoingtoliketheideaof thinning
out the forest, but then, not everyone can buy the
ideaof letting somefiresburn— or of startingfires
to prevent larger ones.

But with the burgeoning number of people try-
ing to live close to nature, something needs to
change. Educating everyonetothat fact ought to be
thefirst priority.

the techno valley and forest
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what it calls“full fluency” isactually good thing.
In other words, Drummond may have wasted her
own short life searching the flashing screens of a
PCand MTYV for fulfillment and purpose, but her
moretypical peers, themagazinereports, arepoised
to “unlock the potential of atransformative tech-
nology.”

What does that mean? Unless telling all your
friendswhat you are wearing to aparty really, re-
alyfastisyourideaof transformativetechnol ogy,
not much. Worse, some variation on Noni€' sfate
would seem to be just a click away from all too
many kidsspotlightedinWired' srundownonteen
techno-trends. That doesn’t necessarily go for the
cathode-glazed millions who park at Web pages
like Neopets.com for an average of 50 minutes a
day to “care” for such “pets’ as cybunnies and
poogles: They’ rejust wasting their minds. But the
youngsters desperately trolling chat rooms for
promdatesareobviously at risk, alongwithall the
kidslearning social skills oninstant-messengers,
amode of communi cation faster than the speed of
e-mail that seemsto strip away the natural protec-
tions of shyness and uncertainty. AsWired notes,
“37 percent of IM-ing teens have used IM to say
something they would not havesaidface-to-face.”

Moredisturbing still arethe teensWired cutely
calls"young expertsinurgesand acquisitions” —
kidswho post “flirty” photos of themselves, wish
lists, links to online stores and even shipping in-
structions. “Mes gottawishlist ;D love me? buy

something,” lispingly writes 16-year-old Tammee
of Kernersville, N.C. Featuring shots of her bra
(filled) and mouth (filled with braces), Tammeehas
posted ashopping list of appliancesthat runsfrom
aheatedeyelashcurler,toa“Memorex Travel view
43055 MobileVCR with 9-inch Color Screen,” to
a $1,500 Compaqg computer setup. One of
Tammee' saccompanyingcomments: “;D WOW ...
puh puh puh please :: gets on knees and begs.”
Wired's accompanying comment: “ The gift strat-
egy seems to work, though police worry the sites
can be aprowling ground for pedophiles.” Gee, |
wonder why.

Luckily, all the techno-newsisn’t bad. In
Oregon’sSilicon Forest outside Portland, just min-
utesfromthesoftwaregiant Intel, Wired reportsthat
asmall, computer-freeprivate school called Swal-
lowtail draws one-third of its students from fami-
lies employed by the high-tech industry. No
Ludditeshere— just parentswhofeel that comput-
ers (and television and movies and radio) are an
obstacle to children’slearning in the years before
high school. Talk about counter-cultural. Their be-
lief isthat computer skillsmay beacquiredinafew
months, muchlikelearningtodriveacar, andhardly
require 13 years of expensive, time-consuming
drilling. They, as software professional's, should
know. And we, as software neophytes, should stop
— and think about it.

DianaWestisacolumnistandeditorial writer for
The Washington Times. She can be contacted via
dwest@washi ngtontimes.com.
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