12 The Goodland Daily News / Friday, August 16, 2002

Cornhuskers
slow practices
to one aday

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — A happy
andrelieved bunch of football players
walked off Nebraska's practice fields
Wednesday after thelast of two-a-day
workouts.

TheNo. 10 Cornhuskersgotosingle
practicesin preparation for the season
opener next Saturday against Arizona
State.

“I’"msurethat they’ reanxioustostart
the season,” coach Frank Solich said
after Wednesday’sfinal practice.

TheHuskersweretopractice Thurs-
day morning and hold a full-scale
scrimmageon Friday. Inthefirst scrim-
magelast weekend, thedefensedomi-
nated while the offense struggled.

“Youawayslook for perfectionand
you' re never going to get that in two-
a-days, of course, but they worked hard
atit. That'salwaysagoodsign,” Solich
said. “We gtill haveto get better with
execution. We've got a ways to go
there, but about every team does.”

Most of theHuskerswereall smiles
after the 90 minute afternoon workout
in half pads. Even with areturnto un-
comfortably hot temperatures from
Tuesday’scool conditions, therelief of
ending two-a-dayswas evident.

But that doesn’t mean Nebraskais
ready for Arizona State right now, se-
nior linebacker Scott Shanle said.

“1 think alot of guys have theright
frame of mind. If you feel relief, you
might sit back and say, 'Wow, all the
hard work is done’,” Shanle said.
“Even though it may not betwo prac-
ticesaday, that just meanswe haveto
utilize the time that we' re out here on
one-a-days. We can't take any plays
off.”

The Huskers survived two-a-days
with no significant injuries, although
several playersarebanged up and will
miss Friday’s scrimmage. Among
them is backup quarterback Curt
Dukes, whoisbattling MikeStuntzfor
theNo. 2 job.

“People’s bodies are banged up.
They have little nagging injuries,”
Shanle said. “It will be key to fight
through that because a week and aa
half away is when Arizona State
comes.”

Chiefs remind
Green of Dallas

RIVERFALLS, Wis. (AP)— Quar-
terback Trent Green knows people
comparethe2002 K ansasCity Chiefs
offense to his old team, the St. Louis
Rams. But he said the Chiefs remind
him of a different Super Bow! team
from aprevious decade.

“Ourteamismuchmoremol dedlike
the Dallasteamsof theearly ' 90s,” he
said.“ They had (Jay) Novacek andwe
have (Tony) Gonzal ez, two of the bet-
tertight endsinthehistory of thegame.
With Emmitt (Smith), obvioudly Priest
hastodoit back-to-back-to-back years
togetitto Emmitt’slevel. There' s(full-
back) Daryl Johnston and obviously
Tony Richardson, then with the addi-
tions of Johnnie Morton and Eddie
Kennison, hopefully they can get to
that level wherel think we’' d bemuch
more comparableto that teamthanwe
areto St. Louis.”

That is, if Green can fill therole
playedin Dallasby Troy Aikman, and
if Tony Gonzal ez endshishol dout and
rejoins his teammates in time for the
start of the season.

Asforthefirstpoint, Greensaidthis
isthe best he'sfelt since throwing 23
touchdown passesin 1998
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“They’ Il find something to do.”

On Thursday about 20 kids were at the
center, doing everything from watching minton players, said he goes down
television to playing ping-pong with no almost every day, sometimesfor upto
net, to inventing ahybrid version of bad- five hoursat atime, just to hang out

“They arereally imaginative,” said
Donna Terry, administrator of the center. spend time,” Terry said. “ At least

Jason Krayca (above), 12, played a game of ping-pong Thursday at About 20 kids were at the center Thursday, whiling away time until
the Goodland Activities Center, then stepped aside so JordanAlbers School starts Monday, Aug. 26.

Kids spend summer
at activities center

Inthe summer, the Goodland Activities ball againstawall inthegym. Shesaid
Center isapopular place to drop off kids shecomesintothecenter every once

inawhile, usualy after school.
Jordan Albers, 12, one of the bad-

or play alittle pool.
“Thisisagood place for kids to

they’ re not out getting in trouble un-

AlexisSchields, 11, washittingavolley- til school starts.”
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Former Cardinal pitcher dies

HOUSTON (AP) — Jack Dalton
Creel,whoovercameadeformity tohis
handsto pitch for the St. Louis Cardi-
nalsin 1945, hasdied. He was 86.

Creel, whodied Tuesday inaHous-
ton hospital, was born with slightly
deformed hands but was able to pitch
professionally for 20 years.

While Creel pitched in the majors
just oneseason, when hewent 5-4with
a4.14ERA in 1945, hespent 19 years
playing intheminors.

After ashoulder injury cut short his
major league career, Creel returned to
the Houston Buffs, afarm club of the
Cardinals. In 1947, Creel wasin the
starting rotation when the Buffs won
the “Dixie Series,” which pitted the
championsof theTexasL eagueagainst
their counterpartsin the SouthernAs-
sociation.

Although Creel pitched for other
teams, including the Beaumont Ex-
porters, hespent most of hiscareer with

‘Santa Claus’
cheering
for Royals

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — Joe
Hess was not in his usual spot at
Kauffman Stadium. But hewashome.

Hess is perhaps the Royals' most
visiblefan, withhisRoyals-blue Santa-
style hat and white beard. Hess is &
regular in section 144, row J, seat 1.

But on Wednesday he watched the
KansasCity Royalsplay theNew York
Yankeesfrom awheel chair in Section
106, which gave him aperfect view of
theentirefield behindtheKansasCity
home plate.

“It'sasmall piece of heaven, isn't
it?" Hesssaid.

Hess' |eft foot was amputated Aug.
2 becauseof apersistent muscleinfec-
tion.

Fansnoticedtheblue-hatted, al most
aniconreally, wasn'tat hisusual place
inthe bleachers.

“Where's Santa?’ asign read from
the bleachers.

Hess had worried that he wouldn't
get back to Kauffman where, for most
of 25years, hehasarrived hoursbefore
gametimeto get the best choice of the
general-admission seats in the right-
field stands.

Seeing Kauffman again made him
misty-eyed.

“Tobethere, andto seeall themagi-
cal things about the game,” he said.
“Thingslike seeing ashortstop go out
toleftfieldtoget aball. That’swhat the
gameisall about.”

Hess doctor, Walter Bender, said he
noticed Hesswasnot himself when he
wasin the hospital.

The rehabilitative road for Hess,
Bender said, isexpectedtobelonganc
getting himback tothestadiumwasan
important part of the therapy that
Bender predicts will be a complete
SUCCESS.

Hess' wife, Dorothy, along with
other family memberssaid goodbyeto
himfromthehospital asheand Bender
|eft for the game.

“He was starting to feel like he
wouldnever gettothestadiumagain,”
Dorothy said. “It’s a big physical
hurdle he’shad to go through.”

The guy who had premonitions he
might never see agame again was al-
ready makingticket plansfor next year.

“If I'maliveandticking,” Hesssaid,
“1 think I’m going to get a seat out
there,” and he pointed down theright-
field line, to an areain the shade.

“That'sthe placeto be.”

to hear
Doug Loman

former outfielder for
Milwaukee Brewers

Sunday, Aug. 18
10:30 am.

223 E. 10th at Clark
Goodland, Kansas

Childcare provided

You are invited
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