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commentary

from other pens...

Statue, artwork give
Graves tangible legacy

TheGarden City Telegram on Graveslegacy:

First it wasthe scul pture for the Capitol dome, now there’s another
piece of art that promisesto give Gov. Bill Gravesatangiblelegacy.

A nonprofit preservation group has commissioned thefirst piece of
publicart at Cedar Crest, thegovernor’sresidencein Topeka. Thesub-
ject of the scul ptureisayoung boy and girl climbing asplit-rail fence.

The boy being used as the model for the artwork is the neighbor of
artist Jim Brothers. Thegirl isK atie Graves, the daughter of thegover-
nor himself...

Long after he's vacated his office, people might not remember the
financial crisisthat haunted Graves' lasttwoyearsinoffice. They might
not recall how the governor insisted upon spending nearly amillion
buckstoreinforcetheCapitol domesoabronzestatueby afellow Salina
native could be put up there— even asthe statewasbeing forced to cut
servicesto theelderly.

But what will berememberedisthat Bill Graveswasthefather of the
girl who wastheinspiration for the Cedar Crest scul pture. No doubt,
that fact will be emblazoned on some plaque that givesthe history of
theartwork.

There’sno harmin such legacies— especially onesthat won't cost
any tax dollars.

In the meantime, though, someone ought to tell the governor that
taking careof oldfolksismoreimportant than being the governor who
hel ped get that big statue on top of the dome.

ThelolaRegister on school vouchers:

Thursday’ s5-4 decision by the Supreme Court that publicmoney can
beusedto subsidizenonpublicschools, includingthoserun by churches,
energized Sen. Kay O’ Connor of Olathe.

Sen. O’ Connor — she’sthelady who believeswomenwould be bet-
ter off if they hadn’t won the vote— hasbeen trying unsuccessfully to
get voucher legislation passed in Kansas.

Jubilant at the news from Washington, she promised shewould try
again when the 2003 L egisl ature convenes...

Itisdifficult toimaginethe KansasL egislaturelegalizing and fund-
ing voucherswhilethe public school sof thestateareunder suchfinan-
cia stress...

Itisclear that public funds should not be spent primarily to provide
religiousinstruction.

It should also beclear that it isthe state’ sresponsibility to providea
suitableeducationin asafeand disciplined environment to every Kan-
saschild...

Adopting aschool voucher program would lower public school en-
rollments, reduce public school funding and make it that much more
difficult for the state’s 303 school districtsto reach thelevel of excel-
lencethelaw demands, thechildren of Kansasdeserveandtowhichits
leadersare pledged.

School vouchersmay belegal; they are anything but desirable.
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Law does not require stores to

Dear Attorney General Stovall:

| recently bought ashirt fromanew local cloth-
ing store, but upon returning home | discovered
thatitdid not matchthepants! had plannedtowear
withit. | went back to the storeaweek later inan
attempt toreturntheshirt and get my money back.

Themanager saidthestoredid not offer refunds
for returned merchandise, only exchangesor store
credit, eventhough | had my receipt and had pur-
chased the shirt the previousweek.

Attorney General Stovall, doesthelaw allow a
storetorefusetooffer refunds, evenif thecustomer
hasarecei pt and the purchasewasmaderecently?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

If the purchased merchandiseisfree of defects
andthe salewasotherwisefreefrom deception or
unfair actsby the seller, astoreisnot required to
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issue arefund to a consumer. The store’s refund
policy shouldbepostedinaclear and conspicuous
location sothat consumersarefully informed about
thepolicy.

If consumers do not see astore’spolicy posted,
they should ask about refunds or returns before
entering into any transaction.

A store may even choose not to issue refunds,
exchangesor creditif theproductisfreeof defects.

refund money

Additionally, somestoresthat do offer cashrefunds
may wait for acertaintime period toissuearefund
if aconsumer has paid with acheck, whichisusu-
ally doneto protect the store against bad checks.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints.

For further information or to file a complaint,
please write Attorney General Carla J. Sovall,
Consumer Protection Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd
Floor, Topeka, Kansas 66612, or call thetoll-free
Consumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310. Leaveyour
name, number and subject of your inquirywiththe
receptionist and your call will be returned

promptly.

Bible details formation of Christian congregation

In my last four columns, | have been counting
downthetop 10 reasonseveryoneshouldreadthe
Bible. Reason no. 10 isthat it contains the only
account of earth’s creation; reason no. 9isthat it
moves hearts; no. 8 isthat it isthe only guide to
religioustruth; and no. 7 isthat it isaguide book
for living and teaches|essons about life.

Thisweek’scolumndeal swiththeno. 6 reason:
theBiblechroniclestheformation of theChristian
congregation. A large number of people al over
theworld, and nearly everyoneherein Goodland,
profess to be Christians. But how many people
know how the Christian congregation was origi-
nally formed? Why it was formed? And what its
formation hasto do with ustoday?

What doesthe Bible say about the formation of
theChristian congregation?TheapostlePaul wrote
totheChrigtiansthewordsin Ephesians2:20," You
have been built up upon the foundation of the
apostlesand prophets, while Christ Jesus himsel f
isthe foundation cornerstone.”

The Christian congregation is built on afoun-
dation beginningwith Jesusasthecornerstoneand
including hisapostles. The Christian congregation
began to be formed when Jesus began gathering
hisapostles.

John 1:29-36 says John the Baptist told people
that Jesus isthe son of God. Verses 37 and 40 say,
“And the two disciplesheard him speak and they
followed Jesus. Andrew the brother of Simon Pe-
ter was one of the two that heard what John said
and followed Jesus.”

Verse 41 says, “First this one found his own
brother, Simon, and said to him: ‘*We have found
theMessiah.”

Verses 43-51 talk about Jesus gathering as
apostlesPhillipand Nathanael . Chapter two of the
book of John tellsastory many have heard about
Jesusand hisnewly gathered apostlesattending a
wedding feast. Jesusturned water intowineat the
feast. Thiswasthe beginning of hismiraclesthat
provedtoall reasonablepeoplethat heisGod'sson.

Matthew 10:1 says Jesus gave his apostles the
ability toperformmiraclesaswell; thiswould pro-
videproof that thisnew religiousgrouphad God's
backing. The verse says, “ So he summoned his
twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, in order to expel theseand to cure
every sort of disease and every sort of infirmity.”
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Verses5-7tell usthat Jesusgavehisnew apostles
anassignment: “ These 12 Jesus sent forth, giving
them these orders: * Do not go off into the road of
thenations, and do not enter into aSamaritancity;
but, instead, go continually to thel ost sheep of the
house of Israel. Asyou go, preach, saying, “The
kingdom of the heavenshasdrawn near.”’”

Jesussent hisdisciplesto preach, at that timeto
the Israglites, and later everyone on earth would
beincludedasMatthew 28:19, 20 says, “ Gothere-
foreand makedi sciplesof peopleof al thenations,
baptizingtheminthenameof theFather and of the
Sonandof theholy spirit, teaching themto observe
all thethings| have commanded you.”

If weareChristians, wearedisciplesof Jesusand
should obey the commandments he gave hisdis-
ciples, includingthecommandment to preachand
toteach. Jesustaughtindividualsandlargecrowds
during hislifetime, and his disciples helped him
with that work.

After Jesus died and was resurrected, he spoke
to hisdisciplestolet them know they wereto con-
tinue thiswork and to help them understand that
he was going to heaven to be with his Father. Al-
though hehad told thedisciplesthisbefore, it was
difficult for them to understand.

Luke 24:45-48 says of one of these occasions,
“Then he opened up their mindsfully to grasp the
meaning of the Scriptures, andhesaidtothem: ‘ In
thisway it iswritten that the Christ would suffer
andrisefromamong thedead onthethird day, and
onthebasisof hisnamerepentancefor forgiveness
of sinswouldbepreachedinall thenations— start-
ing out from Jerusalem, you areto bewitnessesof
thesethings.””

Verses 50-52 describe Jesus' ascension to
heaven with his disciples looking on. The book
Actsof theA postlestellsof many occasionswhen
Jesus' disciples preached, times when they were
persecuted and timeswhen peopl etook what they
said to heart and joined them in teaching others
about Jesus. They joined the Christian congrega-
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The congregation was an organized one as evi-
denced in Acts 15:1-3, “And certain men came
down from Judea and began to teach the brothers:
‘Unlessyou get circumcised according to the cus-
tomof M oses, you cannot besaved.’ Butwhenthere
had occurred no little dissension and disputing by
Paul and Barnabas with them, they arranged for
Paul and Barnabas and some others of them to go
up to the apostles and older men in Jerusalem re-
garding thisdispute.”

Thefirst century Christiansdid not just devel o
their ownideasabout worshipping God. They were
taught by Jesusuntil after hisdeathandthen by other
Christians.

They learned from the scriptures and some of
them recorded further portions of the Bible. They
al so sought guidancefromtheol der menin Jerusa-
lem on matters not already addressed in the scrip-
tures.

Stories of their preaching, their working with
each other and of the decisionsmade by themenin
JerusalemareincludedintheBiblefor our benefit.

As to why the Christian congregation was
formed, it replaced the nation of Israel as God's
people. Thenation of |srael wasinacovenantrela-
tionship with God to be his servants, but they dis-
obeyed him many times, most egregiously wher
most of the Israelitesrejected hisown son.

TheChristian congregationoriginally wasmade
uponly of Jews, but after the Jewsput Jesustodeath,
Samaritansand then Gentileswerewel comed into
the congregation. The Christians replaced the |s-
raelite nation as God's people.

Christianstoday can dothework that Jesus' dis-
ciplesdidby preachingto othersandteachingthem
fromtheBible. They andthosewholistenwill have
the opportunity to benefit from God'spromiseat 2
Peter 3:13: “But there are new heavens and anew
earth that we are awaiting according to his prom-
ise, and intheserighteousnessisto dwell.”
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