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commentary

from other pens...

Economy could tilt
political balance

Democratshopingfor awindat their backsduringthisyear’ scongres-
sional electionsthink they have thefirst faint breeze — that corporate
corruptionand alagging economy havebeguntowear onvoters' nerves.

Republicans say Democrats arejust imagining things.

Buoyed by the popularity of President Bushand hiswar onterrorism,
Republicans have been running about even among voterswith Demo-
crats, who are stronger onissueslike Social Security and health care.

But thetroubled economy isthreatening totip that balance of public
opinion in the remaining months before the November elections.

“1f the economy goes South, Democrats will almost certainly pick
up someseats,” University of Virginiapolitical scientist Larry Sabato
said. But headded it’snot clear how much it would hel p them.

Whileit's an open question whether the economy will slide asthe
campaign heatsup, economicgrowth hasslowedfromearlier thisyear.
AndtheNew York Stock Exchange dropped briefly below 9,000 this
week beforerallying.

Signsthat economic concerns have been growing have shownupin
avariety of recent public opinion surveys, including one by the Pew
Research Center for the People & the Press and another — the Con-
sumer Confidence Index, which sank to afour-month low in June.

InaPew poll out Thursday, only athird— and only half of Republi-
cans— said Bush isdoing asmuch ashe can to help the economy. And
his approval for handling of many domestic issues, including the
economy, had slipped since January. Hisoverall job approval remained
strongat 70 percent and approval of hisanti-terror effortswasevenhigher.

“TheDemocratshaveopportunitiesgoingintothefall onthedomestic
side, and the Republicanshavetoworry that frustration withthe presi-
dent and Congress doesn’t turn into some kind of protest vote,” said
Andrew Kohut, direct of the Pew center.

A poll out earlierintheweek suggested Democratshavesuccessfully
put some distance between GOP members of Congress and the popu-
lar Republican president. GOPpoll ster Ed Goeasadvised Republicans
inCongresstoalignthemselvesclosely with Bushinthecomingmonths.

And he cautioned economic troubles that didn’t hurt Bush with the
public last year might be more of aproblem now.

“ A double-dip recession becomes George Bush's problem,” Goeas
said, notingthat ol der votersworried about retirement fundscouldgrow
angry about aweakened stock market.

“What we're seeing is part of the reason the stock market has gone
downisthat peopledon’t trust corporate executiveswhollie, cheat and
steal andaCongressunwillingtoholdthemaccountable,” Democratic
pollster Mark Mellman said.

Democratshave madeit agoal to make corporate corruption acenter-
pieceof their bidto overtakethe Republicans 11-seat lead intheHouse.

“Itcouldhel pusifwe reintelligentaboutit, intermsof how wepresent
our messageandif wedon't overreact,” said Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash.

Whilesomeanalystssay thecorporatecorruption scandal couldgive
arebirth to akind of “economic populism,” Smith said he doesn’t see
that kind of tactic working.

“1 don’t think the 1930s Huey L ong populismisgoing towork,” he
said, referring to the late L ouisiana governor who had great political
success pitting the poor and powerless against the rich and powerful.

Republicansacknowledgeeconomicworriesaregrowing, but they aren’ t
convinced those worries have become apoalitical problem for the GOP.

“There's a difference between unease and anger and vote intention
changeswhenyougettoanger,” said Matthew Dowd, aGOPstrategist.

And they scoff at Democratic predictions that economic troubles
could improvetheir election chances.

“Every timeanissue comesup, they claimthiswill bring them back
control of theHouse,” said Rep. Tom Davis, chairman of the National
Republican Congressional Committee, referring to campaign finance
reform, aviation security and Social Security.

EDITOR SNOTE—WIII Lester coverspoliticsfor TheAssociated Press.
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Given a chance love can grow

| don’t know about you, but | believelovegrows
if you giveit half achance.

There is nothing more beautiful that a senior
citizen couple helping each other along.

| watch them in stores and restaurants and get
jealous of their relationship. Only lovethat has
beentested by timeand problemscan be so beau-
tiful. It is something I’ [l never get to experience
since my husband died early.

| pirated a quote off the Internet today as| was
thinking about writing this column. | didn’t go
searchingforinformation; itjust poppedupat me:
“Trueloveisageless. Wecan all learn from those
who have been together for along time!”

Howtrue! Young peoplethink they’reinlove,
but too often it isa physical attraction or a* Sat-
isfy MY Needs’ kind of love. Relationshipslike
that won't stand thetest of timeunlessthey deepen
into something greater and moreforgiving.

Life, at best, isdifficult. Our attitudes and how
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wehandletrialsdetermineif weget oldand cranky
or oldandforgiving. Nomatter how wehandlelife,
we'regoingtoget old. Sowe' d bebetter off toage
with alittle grace and stop expecting more from
othersthan they cangive.

Most of us moan and groan about weight or
wrinkles or failing agility. We wish we were still
young, or atleastfeltyoung. Realistically, wearen't
ever going to be kids again, and probably didn’t
think itwassogreat whenwewereanyway. Would
you really want to go through it all again?

Loveistimeless. Anolder couplefallinginlove
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canbejust asgiddy asteenagers. Butacouplewho
has stuck together through thick and thin and still
hasagleamintheeyefor each other isajoy to be-
hold. Couples who are still together and helping
each other with frailties can teach usalot.

| heard astory about one such couple getting on
an airport shuttle.

He hasan oxygentank and she hasawalker. As
other passengerswatch, the couple approachesthe
bus step.

Sheliftstheoxygentank for him. Hestepsup and
reaches back for her walker. Shegrabstherailing,
butwill haveahardtime. Helooksat her and says,
“Big step, baby!” The whole bus applauds at the
joy on her face when she made that step.

Wouldn't it be great to think of every married
coupleencouraging each other through every stage
of life, through every problem, with ahearty, “ Big
step, baby!” and sharing thejoy whenthehurdleis
conquered?

China’s ambition to join the first’ world

How do you summarize acountry that sprawls
acrossacontinent, with 1.2 billion peopleand an
ambitiontojointhefirst world?

It sanamazing place. Chinatoday isrebuilding
itself, tryingtoleapfromthethirdworldtothefirst.
If thethemei srespect, Chinawouldliketherespect
of theworld, to be thought of asamajor player.

Size and history give Chinaweight, but it isa
nation with along way to go.

In Chinatoday, the mean family incomein the
major cities, such as Beijing and Shanghai, is ap-
proaching $5,000 per year. Butinthecountryside,
officialsadmit, it iscloser to $500.

Beijing is proud to be the chosen host for the
2008 Olympic Games. At abriefing onthe prepa-
rations, wearegreeted by Jiang Xiaoyu, vicepresi-
dent of theorgani zing committeeand head of pub-
lic affairs. Heis aso a high-ranking member of
Bejing'sCommunist Party, thoughonly theinitials
CPC appear in English.

Mr. Jiang runs through the plans — new free-
ways, new stadiums, new subwaysand light rail,
new hotel sand dormitories. Beyondjust theOlym-
picfacilities, though, Beijing isrebuilding itself.
Mud-brick slumsaregivingway to new high-rise
officesand apartments. Thestreetsteamwithcars,
al new, mostly Volkswagensand Frenchmodels.
WhileGenera Motorshasaplant here, it obvioudly
isway behind.

The streets are jammed with traffic. The air
shows the beginnings of pollution. Getting any-
wheretakeshours. Andyounatice, therearenoold,
beat-up clunkers on the street.

They haven't had carsthat long.
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® along the sappa

Bicycles still crowd along the curbs, carrying
officeworkershomeand construction workersto
jobs. A specialty is what we come to call the
“pickup,” abikewithaflat bed ontheback, useful
for hauling cement, bricks, wallboard or lumber.

WearebriefedattheMinistry of ForeignAffairs
downtown. Ramrod-straight privates from the
People' sArmed Police, thearmy unitwhichguards
everythingfromgovernment storestoairport run-
way's, stand at attention, sal uting aswepassin. Our
guide comesaong for the briefing:

“l can’t missthis,” she says. “No one getsin
here.”

Buttheconversationison* background,” mean-
ing that we cannot quotethe” senior official” who
talkswith us.

At the Taiwan Affairs Office of the State Coun-
cil, we get athorough briefing from Li Welyi,
deputy director general.

Heexplainshow fast Chinaischanging: In1992,
97 percent of theeconomy wasonthe Communi st
“plan” system, with the smallest decisions made
by state committees. Today, lessthan 3 percentis
run by plan; therestisall free market. Farmsand
apartments are being sold by the state. And the
Chineseremember how to beentrepreneurs; it has
only beenacoupleof generationsunder thesocial-
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ist system.

The situation with Taiwan ismost peculiar, Mr.
Li says, asif the American South has escaped to
Puerto Rico or Cuba.

“Itistheresultof acivil war,” hesays.“ They lost
thecivil war.”

ChinaisChina, he says.

“Both sides recognize one China. The interna-
tional community recognizesthe PRC asthe only
China.”

But policy has evolved from military might to
patience, hesays. Peaceful meansaretheway. One
China, two systems, will work.

“China could be simply called China, not the
ROC or PRC. My parents, who had the experience
of thecivil war, cannot accept this, though.”

Chinesewill not fight Chinese. Therecan beone
China, two systems.

“They can keep their army if they like. Thereis
only one condition.

“1f they want to come over and talk about state-
to-staterelations, no way.”

Thecivil war, hesays, still hasnot ended. And if
Taiwantriesto goitsownway, asone officials put
it, “therewould betrouble.”

Meantime, Chinais moving ahead, moving to-
ward afreemarket and, someday perhaps, toward
democracy. That will take time, officials say, be-
cause Chinahasno experiencewith democracy in
morethan 3,500 yearsof civilization.

“The emperor had no need for representatives,”
says Mr. Li. “The dictator had no need for repre-
sentatives... but democracy isthegoal .”

But not, asyet, theresult.
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