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commentary

from other pens...

Dem field for 2004
should shape up soon

The2004 Democraticpresidential fieldlookslikeitwill emergefrom
more than a half-dozen potential candidates who have an advantage
because of their early campaigning or positionin the party.

Thegroupislikely tofirmupby next year depending ontheoutcome
of November’smidterm el ectionsand whether Al Gore decidesto run
again, Democrats say.

Potential candidateslikeSens. John K erry of M assachusettsand John
Edwards of North Carolinainsist their decisionswill not be based on
either Gore'splansor therelative political strength of President Bush.
Sen. Joe Lieberman of Connecticut, Gore'srunning matein 2000, has
pledged not to seek the presidency if Gore does.

Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle of South Dakota and House
Democratic L eader Dick Gephardt of Missouri areal sotalked about as
possible candidates. But any decision about runningislikely to be af-
fected by the outcome of the congressional elections.

Vermont Gov. Howard Dean has been more forthright than most in
stating that heisvery likely torun. Civil rightsactivist Al Sharpton of
New York hasalso said he might run.

Thegroupcouldgrow if Democratsdowell inNovember, saysDemo-
cratic strategist Paul Begala.

“Bushispopular, but not feared amongtheDemocrats,” Begalasaid.
“They understand that Bush’s popul arity rating isin truth Osamabin
Laden’sunpopularity rating.”

Many veteran Democrats expect to see a governor in the group —
possibly lowaGov. TomVilsack, CaliforniaGov. Gray Davisor Geor-
giaGov. Roy Barnes. All areup for re-election in November.

Several other senators— Christopher Dodd of Connecticut, JoeBiden
of Delaware and Russ Feingold of Wisconsin— haveexpressedinter-
est, but have not been as active on the Democratic event circuit.

Gore, theformer vicepresident, takesanother big steptoward decid-
ingwhether torunaga nwhenhemeetswith 60 of histopnational donors
at aJune28-30retreatinMemphis, Tenn. Whilethey don’t expect Gore
toannouncewhether hewill runfor president again, they will bemull-
ing the question.

“1 don’tthink thetopicwill befar fromanyone’smind,” Democratic
fund raiser Mitchell Berger of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., said.

Severa senatorshavebeenvisitingearly primary stateslikelowa, New
Hampshire and South Carolina, and events around the country.

Lieberman hasbeenapopular draw onthe Democrati c speaking circuit
intheearly states, and el sewherein the country. Edwardsand K erry have
actively worked Democratic crowds asthey preparefor apossiblerun.

Edwards this weekend was making his second trip to New Hamp-
shiresincethelast election, and hasvisited lowafour timesand South
Carolinatwice. He hasattended morethan adozen top statefund-rais-
ing dinnersin thelast year and is holding his own retreat of 50 to 100
friendsand supporterson St. Simonsl sland, Ga., at theend of themonth.

Kerry hasbeento New Hampshireseventimesandistogotolowain
aweek for thesecondtime. Hespokeat atop Democraticeventin South
Carolinaearlier thisyear, along with eventsin California, Floridaand
Wisconsin. In February, Kerry held aski weekendin Idaho for top do-
nors.

“Unlessyou’ reextraordinarily well known, there’salong run-up to
apresidential election,” said Chicago Democratic strategist David
Axelrod. “ Theguyspositionedtodoit arealready onthefield. Tocome
in late you have to either have atremendous base or fund-raising ca-
pacity or great wealth.”

Veteranstrategist, Al From, of thecentrist Democratic L eadership Coun-
cil, saysthe Demacratic field may take another full year to defineitself.

“Right now, it's early exploration,” From said. “ Starting at the be-
ginning of next year, peopleget really serious. Youhavetofind out how
you play when people are paying attention.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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I wonder about the origin of words

| don’tknow about you, but every onceinawhile
| wonder about the origin of aword or phrase.

Sometimes we say things that have absolutely
no logicinour modernworld. (Well, that’strue
in more casesthan just the ones | wonder about.)

For instance, my mother used to say, “If worse
cametoworse” such and such athing would hap-
pen. Even asateen, | wondered what that phrase
meant.

“1f worsecametoworse?’ Itjust madenosense
to me. Recently | read a book in which aphrase
jumped out at me: “1f worse comesto worst.”

Now that meanssomething. Usingtheprinciple
of English where conditions can progress, like
“bad, worse, worst,” the phrase makes sense.
Worse becoming even worse would be “worse
coming toworst.” Mystery solved.

The extremeswegotoin preventing hurt feel-
ingsisrealy pretty ludicrous at times, don’t you
think?1 do believeweshould besensitiveto other
people’ sfeelings, but there are limits.

Always being politically correct in our speech

lorna
g.t.

® commentary

can cause some pretty hilarious situations.

For instance: “They’ ve got apsychobabbledis-
order named for a bad disposition. It’s ‘intermit-
tent explosive disorder’ — temper tantrumsthat a
person can’'t control.” (From The Deadhouse by
LindaFairstein.)

Can’t you just seeamodern, politically correct
mother trying to decide whether or not to punish
her child for an “intermittent explosive disorder”
expressed in Wal-Mart?

I’ veawayswondered about a“ drawing room.”
A titlewhich made no senseto me.  In another
recently-read book, the puzzle was solved. This
wasabook of Civil War times, the peoplewent to
a “withdrawing room” — where you could get

away for comfort and privacy after ameal ortore-
lax at theend of theday.” (From Funeral in Blue
by AnnePerry.) | guessit’swhat wenow call a‘ fam-
ily room.” Well, maybenot. I’ ve seen somefamily
roomswhich, oncefilledwiththefamily, would not
promoteprivacy ORrelaxationat theend of theday.
Maybeit’ stheequivalent of themodern bathroom.
My biggest complaint is the growing accep-
tanceof misspellingsanddeliberateirreverencefor
God’sname. | still cannot accept “alright” instead
of “all right.” Nor can | condone some authors
legitimizing profanity by runningit all together —
asin*“godsakes’ and, worseyet, “ Ohmigod.” |
Andhaveyouever heard of or celebrated” Jammy
Day”?No, thisisn't ajoke. It wasinthe newspa-
per thisyear. You were supposed to have observed
iton Mar 23-24, 2002. Thisiswhere families cel-
ebratetogether by not taking off their pajamasfrom
sundownon Saturday tosundownon Sunday. | hope
Jammy Day doesn’t catch on. Either it will be an-
other excuse to skip church, or there will be some
i nteresting fashi on statementsat worship services.

The Bible i is a guldebook on living

For the past three weeks, | have been working
my way up my top 10 list of reasons everyone
should read the Bible. No. 10 wasthe Bible'sac-
count of earth’s creation. No. 9 was the Bible
moveshearts, and no. 8wasit istheonly guideto
religioustruth.

Thisweek, | will discussthe no. 7 reason: ev-
eryoneshouldreadtheBiblebecauseitisaguide-
book for living and teacheslessonsabout life. Il
start off with an example of oneof the Bible'slife
lessons.

A mighty king of Israel with richesand numer-
ouswives, wholivedinacastleand wasaservant
of Godwaswalking on hisroof onenight whenhe
spotted a beautiful woman bathing. This Bible
account isfamiliar to many people; it isthe story
of King David and Bath-sheba.

When David saw her, did hethink about how he
wasinvading her privacy to watch? Did he think
about thepossibility that shecouldbemarriedand
that he may be tempting himself to commit adul-
tery withher?Probably not. Hecontinued towatch
her.

Then he asked who shewas, found out shewas
married and sent messengersto have her brought
tohimanyway. Thestory beginsin2 Samuel 11:1-
3.

Verse4 says, “ After that David sent messengers
that he might take her. So she cameinto himand
he lay down with her, while she was sanctifying
herself from her uncleanness. Later she returned
to her house.”

Verses 5-15 say Bath-sheba found out she was
pregnant and knew the baby could not be her
husband’sashewasoff at war. Shetold David. He
arrangedfor her husbandtocomehomehoping that
after the two had been together she could say the
baby washis.

Her husband, Uriah, refused ashedidn’tfeel he
should be enjoying himself while the other men

Tothe Editor:

| amwriting to report acrime.

Thecrimewaslittering. | don’t know who was
responsible, but if you arethat person or persons,
youwill knowwhoyouare. Now youwill find out
what your actions have caused.

OnFriday, June 14, at 9:15 p.m. my son Babby,
15, and his friend, Tyrell Smith, 13, and | left
Smoky Gardenswherewehasspent part of theday
fishing.

A few minutes after we left with Bobby on his
new instruction permit license behind the wheel,
wesaw abeer box by theroad, openand apparently
empty.

| thought somebad thoughtslitterbugsandthen
saw beer bottleslittered on both sides of theroad.

Thenoneappearedinthebeam of theheadlights.
Bobby got around it OK . Wewere doing 45 miles
per hour. Then another beer bottle showed in the
headlights.

Bobby swervedtoavoid hittingit withthetires.
Westartedfishtailingandwent off theroad alittle.
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were at war. David then arranged to put Uriah at
the front of the battle lines so he would be killed
— hemurdered him.

What dowelearnfromthis? David started with
asmall indiscretion— peeping on Bath-shebaand
went onto commit adultery and murder. Heknew
God’s laws but did not obey them because he
wantedto satisfy hisowndesires. Thelesson does
not end there.

2 Samuel 12:1-12tellsusthat God sent Nathan,
aprophet, to David to talk about his sin. David
realized what he had done waswrong and admit-
tedit.

Verses 13 and 14 say, “And David said unto
Nathan, | have sinned against the Lord. And
Nathan said unto David, the Lord also hath put
away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because
by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme; the child also
that isborn unto thee shall surely die.”

God'slawtothenationof I srael stated that adul -
tery and murder were sins deserving of the death
penalty, yet Godforgave Davidanddid not put him
to death because he admitted his wrong and re-
pented. But hissinswerenot without consequence.

Astheking of God's nation, he had set avery
bad example. Hehad tolivewith that, and hewas
punishedfor hiswrong. Verses15-19tell usDavid
and Bath-sheba’s child became sick and died.
L ater, therewerejeal ousi esbetween David'sother
children that led to sad consequences.

What doesthishavetodowithus?Romans15:4
says, “For whatsoever things were written

from our
readers
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Bobby tried to keep our mini-vanunder control, but
it tipped over and started rolling.

Everything happened so fast, | think we rolled
at least two or threetimes, but it could have been
morethanthat. Thevan ended up onitssideinthe
road.

We always wear our seat belts, so no body got
thrown out, rolled over by the van or killed. This
time. We escaped with minor injuries. Tyrell was
transportedtothehospital and Bobby waschecked
by them | ater that same night.

Ourvanwastotaled. Weonly hadliability insur-
anceonit. My injures are painful, but | knew we
couldn’t afford athird hospital visit.

So, totheinconsideratelitterbugwho caused all

aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope.”

David'sexampleisawarning that thereare con-
sequencesif wedisobey God, and it gives uscom:-
fort that we can be forgiven if we do something
wrong.

TheBibleisfull of such examplesof God’s ser-
vantsfromthe past and exampl esof thosewhodis-
obeyed him and suffered the penalty.

TheBibleisasofull of instruction from God or
how weshould live.

Mark 4:19 says, “ Theanxietiesof thissystem of
things and the deceptive power of riches and the
desiresfor therest of the things makeinroads anc
choketheword and it becomes unfruitful.”

Spending too much time making money and ac-
quiring thingscankeep ustoo busy to serve God or
eventolearn about him fromtheBible.

Proverbs16:18says, “ Prideisbeforeacrash, and
ahaughty spirit before stumbling.”

1Corinthians10:10says, “ Neither bemurmurers,
just as some of them murmured, only to perish by
the destroyer.”

1Timothy 5:12, 13says, “ They havedisregarded
thelirfirstexpression of faith. Atthesametimethey
also learn to be unoccupied, gadding about the
houses; yes, not only unoccupied, but al so gossip-
ersand meddlersin other people’ s affairs, talking
of thingsthey ought not.”

The Bible warns us of many things that can get
us into trouble and tells us how we can be better
people and happier people.

Isaiah 48: 17, 18 says, “ Thus saith the L ord, thy
Redeemer, theHoly Oneof Israel, | amtheLordthy
God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth
theeby theway that thou shoul dest go. O that thou
hadst harkened to my commandments! Then had
thy peace been asariver, and thy righteousness as
thewaves of the sea.”

Beer bottle lltterbug was cause of accident

this, I’ll probably never getthechanceto meet you.
Never hear you apologize. Never get paid back for
our 86 Dodge Caravan.

I’ [l never understand why you had to throw your
beer bottlesall over theroad. But if you read this,
you'll know who you are. Maybe next timeyou’ |l
think first

| wouldliketogivemy heartfelt thankstoevery-
onewho responded to he scene of our accident.

Thistown really doeshave somegood peoplein
it.

Roy M Schnug

Goodland

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and wel-
comes letters from readers. Letters should be type-
written, and must include a telephone number and a
signature. Unsigned letterswill not be published. Form
letterswill berejected, aswill |etters deemed to be of
no publicinterest or considered offensive. Wereserve
the right to edit letters for length and good taste.




