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commentary

from other pens...

Cuba policy driven
by domestic politics

TheUnited Statesand Cubahavenot had normal relationsin41years.
Judging by the demands President Bush has set forth, it’snot going to
happen any time soon.

“Full normalization of relationswith Cubawill only bepossiblewhen
Cubahasanew government that isfully democratic, when therule of
law is respected, and when the human rights of all Cubans are fully
protected,” Bush said.

No other country isasked to meet that standard, and it's doubtful any
could. Certainly Chinacouldn’t, nor Vietnam nor ahost of Arab and Af-
rican countrieswith whichtheUnited Statesmaintainsnormal relations.

Last January, the Bush administration tripled U.S. assistance to
Uzbekistan just two days after President Islam Karimov conducted a
referendumwidely criticized asfraudulent. Asaneighbor of Afghani-
stan, Uzbekistanisconsidered by theadministration asakey playerin
thewar onterrorism. It gets plenty of slack from Washington.

Bush outlined hisdemands about Cubain two speeches Monday —
one a sober addressin the White House, the second a stem-winder in
Miami that kept the thousands of Cuban-Americans present on their
feet, armsthrust upward.

Countriestendtoreachout toideol ogically oppositeregimesat times
of national peril. The U.S.-Soviet alliance forged during World War |1
contributed greatly to Nazi Germany’s defeat, and spared the lives of
countlessAmerican soldiers.

Yearslater, President Nixon sought detente with China srepressive
regime, seeing Beijing asan ally against the Soviet Union.

There are no such compelling national security reasonsfor seeking
accommodation with Cuba. Indeed, there are strong domestic politi-
cal reasonsfor not doing so, saysL arry Sabato, director of the Univer-
sity of Virginia s Center for Palitics.

Sabato says Cuban-Americans have an influence in excess of their
numbers because they are concentrated in astate with alarge number
of electoral votes and which is evenly split, as the 2000 presidential
€l ection showed.

Therea soiswhat Sabato calls* the double Bush factor.” Thepresi-
dent not only helps himself in Florida by bashing Cuba's communist
president, Fidel Castro, but alsohel psBush’syounger brother, Gov. Jeb
Bush, who happensto be up for re-electionin November.

The United States often sees merit in trying to engage unfriendly
states. Two of the three members of the Bush’'s* axisof evil” — North
Koreaandlran—fall intothiscategory. Neither istold that democratic
reformsarethe pricefor normal relations. But without contact, Wash-
ington has no way of influencing them to halt their military buildups.

Double standards tend to be anormal part of statecraft. Castro, for
example, has ranted for years about his“imperialist” neighbor to the
north. But heapplauded the Sovietinvasion of Czechoslovakiain 1968
andremained silentwhen M oscow invaded Afghanistan 11 yearslater.

For all of Bush’'s anti-Castro fervor, anew alliance is developing
between Cubaand U.S. lawmakersfrom farm states, which have ben-
efited from a sudden surge of exports— more than $90 million — to
theisland over the past few months.

They see40yearsof economicembargo against Cubaasafailureand
seenoreasonwhy Americansshould not beabletotravel freely to Cuba
Bush hasvowed to veto any bill that easesrestrictionsin either area.

It's hard to remember a time when forces opposed to the embargo
have been stronger.

Sabato believesthat if Cuba smarket werethe sameasChina's(it's
about 100 times smaller), Bush would not be making the kind of
speeches he made on Monday. If that werethe case, Sabato says, pro-
democracy sentimentswould fade, and Castro would be seen asaman
Americans could do businesswith.

“My guessiswewould makethe pragmatic choice,” he says.

EDITOR SNOTE — George Gedda has covered foreign affairsfor
The Associated Press since 1968.
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I seem to respond to the flowers of spring

There'ssomething about spring flowers.

My husband sendsmerosesfor Valentine' sDay,
andthey arelovely. Thegirlsat thepromworeand
carriedgorgeousflowers. Themumsinthefall are
wonderful.

But something deep inside me responds to the
flowersof spring.

It smostly memoriesof younger days, |’ msure.

Lilacs always remind me of walking to school
as akid. The neighbors had huge lilac bushes. |
would pick the flowers and take them to my
teacher, who would put themin avase before her
statue of the Virgin. It never occurred to me that
purloined flowerswere probably not the thing to
offer at the altar.

My grandmother lived in Arkansas, and every-
thingtherewasaweek or twoearlier thanour home
innorthcentral Kansas. Shewouldwrite(longdis-
tancewas much too expensivein thosedays) that
her tulipswereupwhenwestill had snow out front.
Asher irises came aong, our tulipswere bloom-
ing.

Grandmawasagreat gardener. Shewouldgoout

cynthia

every morning at 5 a.m. to weed, mulch and take
careof her flowers. Shehad ahugeirisgarden, but
didn’t do vegetables.

M other saidthat when shewasyoung, her father
grew vegetables and her mother flowers. Since |
never knew my grandfather, | had just figured that
flowerswereall that grew in Arkansas— particu-
larly irises.

After | wasmarried, Grandmasent me some of
her prizedirises. | planted them around the house
and was out mulching and weeding them when |
went into labor with our first baby.

| wastwoweeksearly andthebirthwashard. The
word breach was never used, but for those not old
enoughtoknow about that | et’ sjust say our daugh-

ter didn’t know her head from her tail and | didn’t
have a C-section.

| wasinthehospital for most of aweek — unusu-
ally long even back then.

Stevebrought meirisespickedfromouryard. Iris
from plants my grandmother had grownin Arkan-
sasandsenttome. Andhestuck themall inanempty
dish-washingbottlethat fell over every timesome-
onecameinto theroom.

Irisesaremy daughter Felicia sflower. She'shao
themaround her sinceshewasborn. Shetook them
withhertoLawrenceandtoAugusta, Ga. When she
moved into an apartment ayear or so ago, shedug
her plantsup and put themin pots. Next month, she
will put the descendants of those same irises that
grew in Arkansas, Concordia, Kansas City, Colo-
rado, Oberlin and Lawrence back into the ground
in Georgiawhen she movesinto her new home.

| loveflowers— dll flowers. But, there's some-
thing about theflowersof spring, especialy irises,
that callsfrommother todaughter downthroughthe
generations.

Thank you, Grandma.

Thanks for the National Day of Prayer program

Tothe Editor:

| want tothank everyonewho participatedinthe
National Day of Prayers event at the courthouse
onMay 2.

It was beautifully presented and so inspiring.

| hopetherearemany moreeventswherewecan
cometogether inprayer for our nation and for our
community. What better way for our community
to grow and build together?

Daylene O’ Harah

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

Thousandsof law enforcement agenciesacross
the nation, including the KansasHighway Patrol,
will participatein OperationABC* AmericaBuck-
les Up Children” Mobilization and National
“Buckle Up Americal” Week, May 20th through
June 2nd. Thanks to overtime funding from the
Kansas Department of Transportation’s Special
Traffic Enforcement Program, the Patrol will be
ableto placeadditional trooperson our highways
tofocuson safety belt and child passenger enforce-
ment.

Kansaslaw requires all children under the age
of four tobesecuredinapproved child saf ety seats,
and al children four to 14 must wear safety belts
at al times. Asaprimary violation, law enforce-
ment officersmay stop and citedriverswhenever
they see unrestrained children.

In addition, state law requires all passengers,
regardless of age, seated in the front seat of ave-
hicleto wear safety belts. Unbuckled adults may
becited and fined when they are stopped for other
traffic violations.

Thisyear’ssafety campaignsareespecialy im-
portant because seatbelt use among Kansans 14
yearsoldand older declined to 60 percent in 2001
from 63 percent in 1999. Imagine 40 percent of
your family, friends, community membersendan-
gering themselves unnecessarily! The Patrol has
pledged to help move thisyear’s statisticsin the
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right direction, increasi ng saf ety equipment usage
and decreasing highway injuriesand fatalities.
Noonelikesbeingpulled over or beingticketed,
butif youarecitedfor asafety beltviolation, please
remember that officers have your safety at heart.
The Kansas Highway Patrol has a serious stance
against unbelted motorists because we want to
prevent injuries and fatalities on theroad.
Ultimately, thechoicetobuckleupisinthehands
of every driver and passenger. Please make the
rightdecision. Buckleup. It'sour law andyourlife.
Colonel Don Brownlee
Kansas Highway Patrol Superintendent
Topeka

TotheEditor:

Recently | wrote to you asking your readersto
sendmepost cardsabout your state. | want tothank
everyone who sent me something. | received so
many nicecardsand noteswithgoodinformation.
| have completed my project and | really enjoyed
learning about the state. Maybe some day | can
comevisit.

Pleaseprint thissothat everyonewill know how
much helpthey gave meand how much | appreci-
atedit.

| madeaB onmy reportcard.

Brandon Spaulding

New SmyrnaBeach, Fla.

TotheEditor:

| grew up and graduated from high school in
Goodlandin1957. 1 still haveseveral relativesand
friendslivingthere. | visitthem several timeseach
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year. Most of our visitsaremadewhiletravelingin
our motorhome.

During these visits, we have bought food and
suppliesfor later use. We have dined in several of
your restaurants, and have fueled and gassed up
both of our vehiclesat your fuel stops. During ex-
tended staysin Goodland, we have pulledinto the
RV park and paid for hook ups.

Nowwehavebeeninformedthat weandall other
recreational visitors are not welcome to park and
visit our relatives and friends for more than twc
hoursinany 24 hr. time period.

| thought Goodlandwantedtobringinvisitorsto
see their Van Gogh, visit the museum, play inthe
water park and patronizetheshops. | cannot seehow
these parking ordinances can fulfill these needs.

Wehavetraveledinarecreational vehiclefor the
last 12 yearsthroughout the United Statesand this
isthefirst time we have been faced with this cir-
cumstance. We have stayed in towns which oper-
ate recreational vehicle parks with hook ups anc
only ask for donationsfor their use. They are mak-
ingiteasy for RVerstostay intheir townsand spend
money in their shops.

| believethe city of Goodland should reeval uate
their parking ordinances and try to make visitors
welcomeinstead of alienating them!

| am amember of the Family Motor Coach As-
sociation and alife member of Good Sam Club. |
have sent aletter and copies of the parking ordi-
nancesto both of these organizations aswell astc
Motor Home Magazine.

Roger W. Summer

Elizabeth, Colo.
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