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Today
* Sunset, 7:41 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:45 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:42 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 52 degrees
* Humidity 42 percent
« Sky sunny
* Winds south 18-23 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.89 inches

and falling

* Record High 93° (1949)
* Record Low 26° (1954)

Last 24 Hours*

High 61°
Low 30°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight; partly cloudy, low upper
30s, winds southwest 10-20 m.p.h.
Tomorrow: partly sunny with 30 per-
cent chance of showers and thunder-
storms late, high near 70, low near
50, winds north 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: partly sunny with 40 per-
cent chance of showers and thunder-
storms, high mid 70s, low upper 40s.

Monday: slight chance of showers.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.48 bushel

Posted county price — $2.39

Loan deficiency payment — 6¢
Corn — $1.76 bushel

Posted county price — $1.78

Loan deficiency payment — 21¢
Milo — $1.45 bushel
Soybeans — $3.93 bushel

Posted county price — $4.03

Loan deficiency payment — 89¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $9.00 cw.

NuSun — $9.15 cwt.

Loan deficiency pmt. — 57¢

Confection current — $16/$8 cwt.
Pinto beans — $27

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco

Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century

Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Late news
from the
Associated
Press

FBI warned
of terrorists

WASHINGTON Two
months before the suicide
hijackings, an FBI agent in Ari-
zona alerted Washington head-
quartersthat several Middle East-
ernersweretrainingatal.S. avia-
tion school and recommended
contacting other schools nation-
widewhereArabsmight bestudy-
ing.

“FBIHQ should discuss this
matter with other elements of the
U.S. intelligence community and
task thecommunity for any infor-
mation that supports Phoenix’s
suspicions,” the agent recom-
mended in the memo obtained by
TheAssociated Press.

TheFBI senttheintelligenceto
its terrorism experts in Washing-
tonandNew York foranalysisand
had begun discussing conducting
a nationwide canvass of flight
schools when the Sept. 11 trag-
ediesoccurred, officialstold AP,

House passes compromise budget

By John Hanna

night,” said Senate Ways and Means Committee

Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — Senate Republican leaders
struggled today to build the support needed to
passa$4.4billionbudget that keepsfundingfor
schoolsand universitiesflat butis$293 million

out of balance.

The House approved the plan by atwo-vote
margin Thursday, but on Senate GOP leaders
said they were short of having the21 votesthey
needed in the 40-member chamber. A votewas
not expected until latein the afternoon.

“We didn’t have quite enough votes last

Event
honors
war days

Celebrations theme
1S World War 11

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Step back alittle. The year is 1942.
The men are away fighting, and the
womenarerunningthefactoriesfor the
firsttime.

Food, gasandtiresarerationed, and
scrapmetal isprecious. Theworldisat
war, again.

Most people alive today were born
after World War 1, but it is an impor-
tant part of our history, and it is this
year’stheme of Settlement Days.

All next week, businesses are en-
couraged to display artifactsfrom the
era, including toys, pictures, war
memorabiliaor anythingelsethat made
animpact on people'slives.

On Friday, May 10, aparadefeatur-
ingWorldWar |1 veteranswill godown
Main Avenue at 4 p.m., thefirst time
there has been aparade in the event’s
three-year history.

TheGoodland High School band has
agreed to play military tunesand Tina
Goodwin, director of theCarnegieArts
Center, said cast members of the play
“Don’'t Say NototheU.S.O.!” will join
thefun.

Followingtheparade, therewill bea
ceremony at the Veterans of Foreign
WarsHall onMainhonoringtheveter-
ans.

Plansaredtill tentative, but Goodland
studentsmay read patrioticessaysthey
havewritten.

Goodwinsaidtheartscenter will fea-
ture paintings and carvings by Jim
Shaver, aGerman prisoner of war. The
High Plains Museum plansto put up a
temporary display of uniforms and
clothesfromtheera

Sherman County’shistorical Handy
Houseon 13thand Center will display
items rationed during the war and
present other ways life in the county
was affected by the war.

Theparadewill includevintagecars
fromtheera

Any person or group that wantsto
enter an older car, motorcycleor float,
should call the Goodland Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, which isworking
with the historical society to put the
event together.

Any businessthat doesnot haveany
World War Il items can also call the
Chamber at 899-7130.

The historical society wantsto put
together acompletelist of all Sherman
County World War |1 veterans. They
have alist from the Goodland Public
Library, butitonly includesthosewho
went throughthe Sherman County draft
board.

Anyone who has moved to the area
since then, or registered in another
county, might be missing. The groups
would like to be contacted by those
veterans.

AllWorldWer 11 veteransareencour-
aged to show up at the south end of
Main at 3:30 p.m. Friday, so they can
beincluded in the parade and the cer-
emony.

Settlement Dayswasstartedto show-
case Sherman County’s rich history.
Evelyn Ward, president of the histori-
cal society, said society membersthink
the county’s history can help the
county.

“Wefeel Sherman County historyis
very unique,” shesaid. “It canbeused
to bring about economic devel op-
ment.”

workingonit.”

reserves.

Chairman Steve Morris, R-Hugoton. “We're

Thespending planfor fiscal 2003, which starts
July 1, wasdrafted by House and Senate negotia-
torsreconciling differencesinbudgetspassed ear-
lier by the two chambers. Passage in the Senate
would send it to Gov. Bill Graves.

But lawmakers would still have to pass a bud-
get cleanup bill and consider a $293 million tax
increaseto balance the budget, which already re-
lies on using $110 million from the state’s cash

year.

ures.

Inall, thecompromisebudget woul d appropri-
ate$137millionlessfromthestate’ sgeneral fund
than the $4.54 billion spent in the current fiscal

Thedeclinereflectsthe gap between revenues
and spending mandated by stateand federal laws
or pledgedduringearlierlegidativesessions. The
estimatewasrevised slightly Friday, to$771 mil-
lion, based on final April revenue collection fig-

In the Senate, Democrats oppose the budget
plan, arguingit still cutssocial servicestoo much
—thoughit protects some social services— and

doesn’t do enough for education.
It maintai nsstateai dto publicschool sat $3,870
per pupil and holds higher education spending

flat, but criticssaid school districtsand universi-

tiesneed moremoney to meet higher payrollsand
health insurance costs.

“It's ugly,” said Sen. Paul Feleciano, D-
Wichita. “We' regoing to balanceit on the backs
of the poor, the working poor, and on kids wha

want to go to college.”

Conservative Republicans also disliked the
plan becauseit would push the statetoward atax
increase.

Goodland High School students Melinda Benavides (far left), junior,

By Rachel Miscall

The Goodland Daily News
Harvey Swager, Goodland High
School principal, said while he was
giving a student a speech about how
education can better her life, she ba-
sically told him that she planned to
drop out of school and sell drugsto
make money.

Hesaid shewasoneof severa His-
panic girls ditching schooal, fighting
between classesand being disrespect-
ful to other students and teachers.

They were sent to his office alot,
Swager said, but theextent of theprob-
lemdidn’thithimuntil that conversa-
tion.

“| realized at that particular mo-
ment,” hesaid, “that | just did not un-
derstand.

“1 havekidsthesameage. | couldn’t
understand how they could drop out.
| thought no father would feel differ-
ent.”

Swager saild hedecided hehadtoget
to know the Hispanic girls better. He
thought if hecouldreally talk tothem
he could understand their problems
and help find solutions.

Four months later, the same stu-
dentsaren’t in the principal’s office
much anymore, except maybe when
they stop by to say “Hi.” They smile
and wave at Swager inthe hallway.

“1 have seen more effort,” he said,
“more respect and really charming
personalities. Each one has become
important to me.”

What hascausedthishugetransfor-
mation?

It'saclub called G.R.A.C.E. —
Girls' Rights and Accountability to
their Culture and Education — and

Students to soak up history at Cinco de Mayo

By Doug Stephens

members say it has improved their
lives by helping them feel more ac-
cepted andimportant at school andin
the community.

Swager formed the group with the
help of two Hispanic women, Cris
Lovington, director of the Regional
Prevention Center, and Barbara
Fernandez, director of Harvest
America. Both organizations assist
children and families.

The ultimate goal, Swager said, is
to teach the girls that being success-
ful doesn’t require compromising
their beliefs or leaving behind their
culture. G.R.A.C.E. members say
their perception of education has
changed.

“I think it’s helped a lot every-
where,” said sophomore Crisy
Hernandez, president of the11-mem-
ber club. “It’slikewhen you seealot
of Hispanickidsdropping out, people
arelooking down on us. We all want
everyonetoknow we' renotlikethat.”

That’s why one of the members’
goalsistogettoknow teachers, school
administratorsand city leaders. They
took astep in that direction on Tues-
day, inviting families, teachers and
school board membersto adinner in
the high school cafeteria.

During a meal of tamales, rice,
beans, corn chips and salsa,
G.R.A.C.E. members spoke about
their goals and led activities that
helped people get acquainted. Fresh-
manJeeny Lopez, aG.R.A.C.E.mem-
ber, translated for those in the room
who only spoke Spanish.

Everyone participated in an activ-

See GRACE, Page 7

The Goodland Daily News

Three Goodland students will travel to Denver on Saturday to watch the

annual Cinco de Mayo celebration.

The two-day event, commemorating the Mexican army’s victory over
FrenchtroopsonMay 5, 1862, isexpectedto draw 400,000 people, said Mary

Porterfield, Spanish teacher.

She said the studentswill only bein Denver for aday.

Megan Ford, Randi Jo Gray, and John Hamilton, all sophomoresin the
Spanishll class, will leave Goodland about 7:30 a.m. Saturday and should be
on their way home about 8 p.m., Porterfield said.

Shesaidthecel ebrationat Civic Park indowntown Denver will havebooths

during a dinner to introduce the new club G.R.A.C.E., of which
and LouAnn Medrano, freshman, servedrice andtamaleson Tuesday Benavides and Medrano are members.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Club transforms Hispanic girls

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Cris Lovington, Goodland’s Re-
gional Prevention Center director,
said many people don’t know the
center can bring families closer to-
gether, keep children out of trouble
and prevent violence, drug abuseand
teen pregnancy — all for free.

What they may not
wanttofindout, shesaid,
is that the center’s ser-
vices are necessary even
inthissmall, rural town.

“We can’t deny that
theseproblemsareinour
small community,” she
said. “It’s out there and
there’sno barrier.”

Everyonecoul dbenefit
from atrip to the preven-
tion center, Lovington
said, but alot of people don't know
whereitis, or what it does. Somewho
doknow, avoidit, figuring thefacil-
ity isonly for thosewith seriousmen-
tal or health problems.

“Atfirstit surprised methat people
didn’t know what it was,” said
L ovington, whohasbeenthecenter’s
director for amost four years. “| re-
alizedthere' sastigmaattachedtoit.
People don’t want to comein.”

Prevention center’s
goal escapes some

] Lovington

But they shouldn’t feel threat-
ened, shesaid, because the center
has the resources to make their
livesbetter.

“When | got here and read the
brochures,” she said, “at first |
thought it sounded corny. But | ap-
plied it to my lifestyle and you
know what, it works. What | have
learned here has im-
proved my relationship
withmy kids.”

Lovington said the
preventioncenter’smain
goal isto stop children
from doing things that
canmessuptheir life—
drinking, smoking, using
drugs, having unsafesex,
committing crimes— by
showingthemtheconse-
guences and getting
theminvolved in other activities.

Thecenter doesthat, shesaid, by
hol ding workshops, panel discus-
sions and classes; assisting clubs
or organizations that focus on
hel ping children; puttinginforma-
tion in newspapersand onthera-
dio; andworkingwith parentsand
schoals.

See CENTER, Page 7

withitemsfrom Mexico, andtherewill bemusi cal and dancing performances.
“It’sacelebration of Mexican heritage,” Porterfield said. “ Thekidswill be
abletowalk around and see all thevaried displays.”
The Spanish teacher said she used to go to the fair many yearsago, and it

wasjust asmall street fair.

“Today, itishuge,” shesaid. “Peoplefrom all over are going to bethere.”

Later in the day, Porterfield said, the students will go to the Denver Art
Museum, wherethey will look at piecesfrom South and Central America.

Originally 20 students were invited, she said, but there were scheduling

conflicts.

“Itlookslikethere’ sonly goingtobethreestudentsthisyear,” shesaid.“It's
still aworthwhiletrip. It will beagood experience.”




