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Deernumerousenough
for challenging hunting

DEER, from Page 1

deer likethey used to,” said Fox.

Although the numbers have been
going down, Fox said, the population
isstill pretty large.

Somestaff at thedepartment recom-
mended keeping up pressure on the
herds, he said, but hunters, who have
gotten used to easy pickings, pushed
for population growth.

“Therehasbeenadeclineinhunting
opportunity,” hesaid, “ but thereisstill
outstanding hunting to be had.”

Rick Pohlman, Winona, who sayshe
hashunted deer in Sherman County for
over 10years, said hethinksthereseem
to befewer deer around lately.

“A couple of years ago, there were
more deer out in this country than a
person could want to shakeastick at,”
he said. “Either thereis less of them
now, or they’re just hiding because
they don’'t likeme.”

Pohlmansaidthereisstill good hunt-
ing, butitisn't aseasy asit usedto be.

Statewide, the number of accidents
involving cars hitting deer had gone
down 13 percent in 2001 from 2000,
said Wanda Meier, statistician at the
KansasDepartment of Transportation.
In the past four years, accidents have
gonedown about 15 percent, shesaid.

Doug Whitson, Sherman County
Sheriff, said hedoesn’t haveany num-

bers, but saidthereseemtobelessdeer
accidentsthisyear thantherehavebeen
in previousyears.

There have been fewer complaints
fromfarmers, said K eith Sexton, assis-
tant secretary for operationsin Pratt.
That is about the only way to gauge
cropdamage, hesaid. Thecommission
istryingtomakehunters, motoristsand
environmentalists all happy, Sexton
said.

The first deer seasonsin the state
werestarted in 1965, Sexton said, and
permits have been increasing since
then. Since 1990, the state has issued
antlerless-only permits. Hunters can
get achanceto go after bucks, hesaid,
but thoselicensesareissued onapref-
erencepoint system. Not every hunter
will get atag eachyear for any particu-
lar kind of deer.

Thecommissionalsomadeachange
in rules for the early muzzle hunting
season, said Mike Hopper, conserva-
tion officer for the department in
Goodland. This year hunters will be
allowedto usefiberoptic sightsonthe
old-timeguns.

A tentative date for early muzzle
loading seasonto startis Sept. 14, said
Hopper. Hunting for youths and per-
sons with disabilities should be start
Sept. 28, and archery season may run
Oct. 1through Dec. 3and Dec. 16-31.
Firearms season will be Dec. 4-13.

Business closes doors
aftereightyearsinoperation

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

After eight years of selling trucks
andtrailers, makingsmall repairs, and
meeting a lot of people, Mike and
MarlaHarrison have closed thedoors
aM&M Sales.

Businesswasdown, they say, and it
wasgetting harder to makeendsmeet.

“Itwasn’tjustonething,” said Mike
Harrison. “ Everything hasbeenkind of
tough these past few years.”

Harrison lists high fuel prices, a
struggling farm economy and road
construction as factors in declining
business.

Thebusiness' entryway onK-27 has
beenblocked off for about threeweeks,
and customers haveto detour through
Market Road, behind Wal-Mart.

“Road construction hurt us last
year,” Harrison said. “ Thisyear it cut
usoff.”

“Thisisthethirdyear inarow there
has been construction on (K-27),”
Marlasaid.

TheHarrisonssay many areatruck-
ing firms have bypassed the roads in
Goodland, instead using U.S.-83,
which goes through Oakley, Oberlin
and McCook, Neb.

“We didn’t realize how much we
relied ondrive-by business,” Harrison
said.

“l guessit’s ‘out of sight, out of
mind,”” Marlaadded.

Thebusinessrelied heavily onlocal
trucking, Harrisonsaid. They didn’'t get
toomuchbusinessfrominterstatedriv-
ers, even though they did do somemi-
nor repairs, suchastireand brakework.

The business used to be agood lo-
cation, Harrison said.

“It still will, when the construction
isfinished,” he added.

TheHarrisonssay they aren’t bitter
about the construction.

“It may have done us a favor,”
Harrisonsaid. “ It madeussit back and
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Marla Harrison

Mike Harrison

really look at our operation. It wasjust
thestraw that brokethecamel’sback.”

“It made us open our eyes,” Marla
said, “and see things like they really
were.”

Harrison saidthebusinesshad some
extremely good years and they have
met some interesting people. They
have sold trucksto peoplein 25 states
and Canadaand Mexico.

“We've had people come in,”
Harrison said, laughing, “who had al-
ready bought their truck and didn’t
have hardly enough money for a bus
trip out of town.

“We knew that was a sure sale. He
needed some way out of town.”

“There are alot of good stories,”
Marlasaid.“We vemet peoplefromall
over.”

Thebusiness' paint shop, run by Ja-
son Finley, is going strong, Harrison
said, and they are still running M&M
Gravel, which right now is selling
crushed concrete off of theinterstate.

They will hold an auction on Satur-
day, June8, tosell shop equipment and
tools they won't need for farming,
Harrison said.

Thecouple, who havebeen married
and living in Goodland for 25 years,
say they plan to slow down allittle.
They will work onsomefarmlandthey
own, and spend some more time at
home.

“I"'mgoingtofind my houseagain,”
Marlasaid. “Maybeget it organized.”

Kansas man from Derby killed
In explosion in Afghanistan

WICHITA (AP) — A Derby
maamong at |east four American sol-
diers who were killed Monday in Af-
ghanistan as they were attempting to
dispose of old rockets.

Family members confirmed late
Monday that Jamie Maugans, 27, an
ordnancedisposal specialist stationed
inSan Diego, waskilledwhiledispos-
ing of explosives near Kandahar.

Hisgrandmother, Shirley Maugans
of Wichita, said the family had been
looking forward to Jamie Maugans
returning home because he’d been
overseassince November. Hewasnot
married and had no children, shesaid.

“Hewasagentleman, fromthetime
hewasborn,” she said. “Hewasvery
sweet and kind.”

Family membershad grownworried
Monday morning when they heard
news reports that the soldiers killed
were ordinance officers.

“That was what he did, so we were
waiting all day for himto get intouch
andtell ushewasall right,” said Mary
Maugans of Bel Aire, Jaime's step-
mother.

Jamie Maugans' father, Bryce and
hismother, Kathy Wurdeman, learned
of their son’sdeath through amilitary
officer whovisitedthefamily Monday
afternoon, Mary Maugans said.

“Hewasafineyoungman,” shesaid.
“Hewasvery, very good at what hedid
and everyonewasvery proud of him.”

JamieMauganshad graduated from
Derby High Schooal.
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2002 Kansas State Fair concert tickets go on sale by phone,
at Select-A-Seat locations, at The Fair office, and on-line at 7:00 am

SATURDAY,

APRIL 27

For more information go to Www.kansasstatefair.com
or call 1-800-362-FAIR. Party on the Prairie September 6-15!

“without banjo.”
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Credibility Gap members Max Hannum, dobro; Jeff Meyer, bass; and
Terry Cox, mandolin, entertained a Western Plains Arts Association
concertgoers Sunday atthe Goodland High School Auditorium. The
band specializesin “oddball” Bluegrass, which members defined as
Photo by Eric Yonkey/The Goodland Daily News

City officials tired
of hearing trash talk

CITY, from Page 1

Rich.”

Thecommissionerswill appointthe
other two membersat their next meet-
ing.

An upset man approached the com-
missioners and complained about the
dumpster behind his house being re-
moved.

“Someone has been putting yard
wastein my dumpster,” he said, “and
Mr. Wolak took my dumpster away.

“Isit our responsibility to be the
dumpster police for the city of Good-
land?’

Pickman told the man that he had
ordered the dumpster removed, but
that there were till threein the alley,
which was enough. Since it has been
gone, he said, the problemsin the a-
ley havefaded away.

“We are being punished because
someoneisdoing this,” the man said.
“It'snot fair.”

“Everyoneisthe city is being pun-
ished,” Mayor Tom Rohr said.

Wolak said the city hasatough job,

Germans arrest suspected terrorist

ap news capsules

By the Associated Press

BERLIN — German police have
arrested a person they suspect of act-
ing as a contact in the explosion of a
truck at a synagogue in Tunisia that
killed 15 people, including 10 German
tourists, federal prosecutorssaidtoday.

Meanwhile, two Arab newspapers
reported that a group with the same
name as one linked to Osama bin
Laden’s terror network has claimed
responsibility for theblast.

The suspect wastaken into custody
inthewestern city of Duisburgonatip
about atelephonecall from Tunisiato
Germany before the explosion, said
Frauke Scheuten, aspokeswoman for
federal prosecutors.

Accordingtoareportinnewsmaga
zine Stern, German police eaves-
dropped on a phone conversation
shortly beforeThursday’ sexpl osion of
agas-laden truck at the Ghriba syna-
gogue on the resort island of Djerba.
Either thedriver or apassenger travel -
inginthetruck spokewithacontactin
Germany who policebelievehaslinks
toradical Islamist circles, the maga-
zinereported.

CARACAS, Venezuela— After a

week of political tumult, President
Hugo Chavez andthemanwhotriedto
replacehimcalledfor reconciliationas
Venezuel astrugglestoregainstability.

Duringamarathon newsconference
yesterday, Chavez suggested hemight
freefrom prison the men who toppled
him on Friday only to be overthrown
themselvestwodayslater. Thatwould
|eave them under house arrest asthey
fight coup-related charges.

A few hours later, aweary-looking
Pedro Carmona, who had claimed the
titleof president for lessthantwo days,
walked out of a courthouse and told
reporters, “ | havereceived adignified
treatment.” Hewasbeingallowedtogo
home, he said.

About 400 people waited outside
Carmona shouse, chanting “He'sgo-
ing! He's going!” — referring to
Chavez — as Carmonawas compl et-
ingalengthy seriesof legal procedures
carriedout aplot tokill Pulaski County
Sheriff Sam Catron, who was assassi-
natedinasniper-styleshooting at apo-
litical rally over the weekend.

Yesterdat, candidate Jeff Morris, 34,
and Kenneth White, 54, were charged
withcomplicity tomurder. Athirdman,
Danny Shelley, 30, was charged with
pulling thetrigger at therally and fish
fry infront of more than 300 people.

Authorities said the campaign tied
thethreetogether. Shelley was one of
two witnesses who signed candidate
filing papersfor Morris, while White
had helped Morris' campaign as a
grass-rootsworker.

“Ithinkit’ssafetosayit'spoalitical,”
Pulaski County Commonwealth’sAt-
torney Eddy Montgomery told the
L exington Herald-L eader.

COMMERCE, Calif. — Patients at
aprenatal careclinicranterrifiedinto
the street when an X-ray technician
openedfireinsidethebuilding, killing
the doctor-owner and two of her em-
ployees before committing suicide,
policesaid.

The shooting spree erupted yester-
day afternoon during aconferencebe-
tweenthetechnician, whosenamewas
not rel eased, and one of thevictims.

andistryingto beasfair asit can.

“We try to work with everyone as
bestwecan,” hesaid.“ If there' saprob-
lem, we havetotakeit seriously.”

Pickman said hewastired of dealing
with trash.

“1 cantell you right now wehaven't
fixed anything,” he said. “1’d say 99
percent of my day isspent dealingwith
people calling and complaining about
trash. | can’t get anything done, anc
I’mway behind.

“Qur city employeesaren’t goingto
keep going through trash, and | don’t
blamethem. Thecommission needsto
take somekind of action.

“Thecity employeesseeindividual
roll-outs a the only way to get this
fixed. Itisagreat expense, but weneed
todosomething. It snot funcomingtc
work for thosepeoplewhohavetodeal
with it. We need to get past this, anc
deal with something besidestrash.”

In other businessthe commission:

* Re-appointed Rohr as mayor and
Billinger as vice-mayor for one-year
terms.

* Appointed Blumetoserveasonthe
board of the KansasMunicipal Energy
Agency, and Lutters as an alternate.
L utters served the last two-year term.

» Discussed the recycling bins
aroundthecity. Thetwo new paper bins
have been filling up quickly, and
Pickman said 14 tons of paper were
collected justin March.

 Re-appointed David Branda, Jerry
Fairbanksand DonMcKenzietoterms
on the museum board.

* Repealedanarticleof theold solid
wastecode. Whenthenew solid waste
ordinancewasimplemented, Pickman
said, theold codewasnever repeal ed.

» Adopted the 2002 edition of the
National Electric Code.

* Receivedtheschedulefor acourse
on ethicsat theMunicipal Leadership
Academy from Pickman, who will be
oneof theinstructors. The coursewill
be Friday in WaK eeney.

News
tips
899-2338

Our switch to the Southwest Bell Internet Service has been
completed, and wethank our customersfor their support and patience
aswe went through this process. As happens, there were some things
that were unanticipated, such as the delay in receiving our email.

With the switch, we are hearing that some customers are enjoying
better and faster service, but there may be some areas where have
not seen much change. While we expect improvement, it will depend
on the existing phonelinesin your home and community. If you find
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your connections are slower than 19200kb please let us and your

local phone company know.

We are working in partnership with Southwestern Bell Internet
to provide the best possible service in Northwest Kansas.

If you continue to have trouble, please call The Goodland Daily
News or Tom Betz or one of his helpers at 785-899-2338. We will do
our best to help you troubleshoot the prablems.

Better Internet service is our goal.

Oberlin, 475-2206 [ St. Francis, 332-3162 [ Colby, 462-3963
Tom Betz, director of Internet services, Goodland, 785-899-2338

Internet
switch

complete!

Attention!
nwkansas.com

customers




