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Thieves get away with cash, hat and cigarettes

ROBBERY, from Page 1

itdidn’t work.

“| guaranteeyouit worksnow,” she
said, noting that theclerk wasn’t close
enough to an alarm button that also
would havenotified police. Fromnow
on, shesaid, thealarmswill bechecked
weekly.

Blume said the robbers got away
withatotal of about $835, stealingcash
and checks, aleather hat off thesouve-

nir stand and between seven and 10
cartons of cigarettes.

Before they left, she said, the man
who had jumped behind the counter
told theclerk, “If you tell anyone, I'll
wasteyou.”

Shesaidthemendidn’t takethefood
they had brought up to the counter.
Blumesaidtherobbersdidn’tget much
cash, andthey would havestoleneven
lessif the cashier had enoughtimebe-
tween customers to put some of the

money into the safe.

“ She'sreally good about doingthat,”
the manager said.

Thecashier caledthepoliceafter the
men were out of sight, Blume said,
addingthat shethinkstheclerk handled
therobbery well.

“1 wouldn’t have expected her todo
anythingelse,” shesaid. “Itisn’tworth
the chance of losing someone'slife.”

She said the clerk decided to finish
her shift after she talked with police

and calmed down. Blumesaid sheand
her husband stayed with the clerk un-
til theend of the night.

“| thought shewasvery brave,” she
added.

Video camerasinthestation filmed
the robbery, Blume said, adding that
sheplansto haveall employeeswatch
thetapeat the Goodland PoliceDepart-
ment, whereit isbeing held. She said
theclerk told her shedidn’t recognize
the men, but another employee might

have seen them before.

A man who worked the graveyard
shift on Friday night, Blumesaid, told
her four men cameintothestationthat
night and acted likethey might robthe
place.

The robbers were reportedly wear-
ing Nike brand clothing, Blume said,
andthemal eclerk told her themenwho
came in Friday were wearing Nike
clothes. ShesaidtheFriday night clerk
plansto watch the tape thisweek.

Blumesaidthecashier describedthe
men as Hispanic, but wasn't sure of
their ages. She said the man wha
jumped behindthecounter hadasmall,
thin mustache.

Blume said she thinks the men hao
planned the robbery.

Police Chief Ray Smee said police
haveno description of acar and aren’t
evensureif therobbersleftinacar. He
saidthisisthefirsttimeheremembers
Presto being robbed.

Legislature waiting for final talley from tax returns

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — State government is
operating hand-to-mouthwhileitwaits
for Kansans to file their income tax
returns.

The state needs $17 million to meet
itsnext payroll on Friday but had just
$3.8 million in its treasury Monday
morning, Budget Director Duane
Goossen confirmed.

Goossen said incometax payments
could provideenoughmoney thisweek
to meet the payroll, but he acknowl-
edged he hasarranged somefinancial
jugglingincaserevenuesdon’tflowin
asneeded. He said the statewill make
itspayroll.

However, Goossen said school dis-
tricts, who were shorted half of the
$136 millionduethemonApril 1, may
not seethat remaining $68 millionun-
til May.

Legislators saw the latest develop-
ments as more confirmation of the
depth of thestate’ sfinancial problems.

“It looks like state government’s
ready to be brought to itsknees,” said
Rep. Rocky Nichols, D-Topeka, a
member of the House Appropriations
Committee.

For months, as revenue collections
have fallen short of expectations, the
state has eateninto money set asidein
its treasury — so-called rainy day
funds — to pay the government ex-
penses.

When the 2001 L egislature drafted
thecurrent budget, membersexpected

the state to end the current fiscal year
onJune30with$374millioninitstrea-
sury, after spending $4.5 billion.

Thelatest estimate, i ssued | ast week,
isthat the ending balancewill beonly
$34.4million— evenafter millionsof
dollars in income, sales and excise
taxes are collected this spring.

“It’s a function of the money not
coming in when we expected it to,”
said Senate Waysand M eansCommit-
tee Chairman Steve Morris, R-Hu-
goton.

State law requires|egislatorsto ap-
prove a budget that leaves an ending
balance equal to 7.5 percent of expen-
ditures. But if revenues are less than
expected, the rainy day funds melt
away.

Other statesseparaterainy day funds
fromtheir treasuries. That’sthecasein
Missouri, where the governor must
first declare an emergency and two-
thirds of both legislative chambers
must approve using the funds.

Kansas is struggling to pay bills
fromitstreasury becausetherevenues
don’t flow in at the sametime ashills
comedue.

For example, the state expects to
collect $764 million in individual in-
come taxes in April, May and June,
most of it in the weeks after the April
15filing deadline.

Goossen notedthat thetreasury usu-
ally isat alow point in early April.
Facing financial problems this year,
the state can't rely on the cushion of
rainy day fundsthat wouldbeavailable

Israel not bowing
to pressure to stop

INTERNATIONAL

CASABLANCA, Morocco — Un-
der Arabpressuretoforcelsragl topull
itstroopsout of theWest Bank, Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell isreaching
out to Egypt for help in persuading
Yasser Arafat to clamp down onterror
against Israel.

Powell, in the second day of his
Middle East mission, drew mixed re-
sults in meetings in Morocco with
Moroccan King Mohammed VI and
Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi
Arabia

Hisquest for support wasovershad-
owed by their anger at Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon for sending
troops deep into the West Bank in a
driveagainst militantswho haveterror-
ized Israel with suicide bombings.
Egypt’sPresident Hosni Mubarak also
has been highly critical of the Isragli
operation.

Powell said yesterday that he was
encouraged, but added, “Let’s hope
thisisnot alittlebit of thisand alittle
bit of that,” with advancesin somear-
eas and pullbacksin others.

Powell denied he was delaying in
getting to Jerusalem in order to give
Sharon moretime on the West Bank.

LONDON — Kings and queens
from across Europe gathered today in
theancient hallsof Westminster Abbey
for the Queen Mother Elizabeth’s fu-
neral as huge crowds stood outside to
honor awoman beloved for her kind-
ness and dedication to duty.

PeopleacrossBritainand aroundthe
world mourned her death March 30 at
the age of 101. Thousands of people
began lining up along thefuneral pro-
cession route before dawn.

Up to 200,000 people stood in line,
some for up to 12 hours, to view the

ap news capsules

at Parliament for four days. Thedoors
finally closed thismorningwith people
till rushingto getin.

L eaders and representatives from
across the world attended the funeral
in agreat display of Europe’s royal
houses. The monarchsof Spain, Swe-
den, Denmark, BelgiumandtheNeth-
erlandsattended, alongwith U.S. first
lady Laura Bush, and the leaders of
Australia, Canada, New Zealand and
the representatives of many other
countries.

After the funeral, a cortege was to
takethecoffinby car towindsor Castle
fortheroyal family’sprivateinterment
of thequeen mother inachapel along-
side her hushand, King George V1,
whodiedin 1952.

NATIONAL

SPACE CENTER, Houston —
Space shuttleAtlantiszoomedtoward
theinternational spacestationtoday on
ajourney todeliver thestation’sback-
bone— a44-foot-long girder thatisthe
foundationfor further expansionof the
orbiting outpost.

Yesterday’s launch of Atlantis and
itscrew of seven astronautswasfilled
with dramaright to the very end.

Stiff wind at the launch pad in
Floridathreatenedto further delay the
start of Atlantis’ 11-day mission.
Liftoff had already been delayed four
daysbecauserepairshadtobemadeto
aleaky fuel line on thelaunch pad.

But the weather cleared up.

Thenjust beforeliftoff, alast-minute
computer problem almost forced an-
other delay. But controllersquickly re-
loaded theneeded system softwareand
sentAtlantisonitsway withjust 11 sec-
onds to spare at the end of the five-

in good or normal years.

“1’dsay we' vehitrock bottom,” said
Senate Minority Leader Anthony
Hensley, D-Topeka.

Goossen said he believes enough
individual income tax payments will
arrivefor thetreasury to make payroll

payments Friday.

Buthesaid Monday hehad arranged
to borrow money from state universi-
tiesand the Department of Social and
Rehabilitation Services, which also
receivemoney fromfees, just in case.

“We'll just gofor someother potsof

revenueif wehaveto,” Goossen said.
“Making payroll is our number one
cash flow priority.”

On other issues:

* A Senate hill increasing existing
agriculture fees and imposing new
onesfaced oppositioninthe House.

» Gov. Bill Gravessigned abill re-
drawing the 40 state Senate districts,
sending it to the attorney general for
review.

« Student leadersat theUniversity of
Kansas announced arally of college
studentsfor April 18 at the Statehouse.
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TRUCK & TRAILER SALES

Goodland, KS
Says

" Thank You”

To our loyal patrons and friends for the past seven years of business. Due to the dwindling
economy and the inconvenience of the road construction for the past two years, we find it
necessary to close our doors. However, our paint shop will remain open. Please contact
Jason at 899-6401 for your estimates and painting. And M & M Gravel can now be
reached at 899-2610. Please watch for our upcoming auction of trucks, trailers, tires, parts

Mike & Marla Harrison

After aweek’s delay, we at nwkansas.com are ready to move

For Goodland customerschangingthe numbersisnot ascritical

Internet
switch

tomorrow

Attention!
nwkansas.com

customers

gueen mother’scoffinasitlay instate  minute launch window.

The Teller Room

A Unique Restaurant at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

Sunday Spring Brunch Buffet
o April 21 — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Mexican International Buffet
Al Tuesday April 30 — 6 - 8 p.m.

Toll Free Reservations;
1-888-639-0003

S
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T Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am.-1:30 p.m.
I.IN[.IN[ Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
at the Historic Bank of Oberlin
189 S. Penn Ave,, Oberlin, Kan.
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forward with improvements to our system. We were forced to delay
this change because of a mistake by our supplier. We apologize for
any inconvenience this may have caused.

OnWednesday wewill change our Internet source connection to
Southwestern Bell Internet Service. Bell promises afaster and more
efficient connection to the Internet, BUT the Domain Name Service
numbers (DNS numbers) in your computer should be changed that
day. You should have received a letter and an email with the new
numbers and how to change your computer.
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' nwkansas.com

Oberlin, 475-2206 [ St. Francis, 332-3162 [ Colby, 462-3963
Tom Betz, director of Internet services, Goodland, 785-899-2338

as other cities in the nwkansas.com system because the new high
speed equipment in Goodland will handle the assignment of the
DNS numbers automatically.

If you havetrouble, call The Goodland Daily News or Tom Betz
or one of his helpers at 785-899-2338. We will have extended hours
Wednesday and later in the week and do our best to help you through
this change.

Better Internet service is our goal. Please bear with us through
this changeover.




