o 1NE

00

Volume 70, Number 4

Eight Pages

dland Daily News

MONDAY

January 7
2002

Goodland, Kansas 67735

o(0¢

at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 4:40 p.m.

Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:41 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 31 degrees
+ Humidity 33 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds northwest 20 m.p.h.
» Barometer 30.10 inches

and falling

* Record High 72° (1965)
* Record Low -13° (1988)

Last 24 Hours*

High 42°
Low 19°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low 32,
winds west 10-20. Tomorrow: mostly
cloudy, high 68, low 32, winds north-
west 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday and Thursday:
cloudy, high 55, low 20-25.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.66 bushel
Posted county price — $2.58
Corn — $1.97 bushel
Posted county price — $1.85
Loan deficiency payment — 14¢
Milo — $1.69 bushel
Soybeans — $3.71 bushel
Posted county price — $3.67
Loan deficiency payment — $1.25
Millet — $3.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.15 cw.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 78¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $20 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Bombers blast
Taliban tanks

WASHINGTON —U.S. bomb-
ersblastedalargecacheof Taliban
and al-Qaida armored tanks and
weapons as part of the effort to
eradicate the remnants of the ter-
rorist network insideAfghani stan,
U.S. military officials said today.

“It’s an ongoing operation,”
Pentagon spokesman Rear Adm.
John Stufflebeem said of the
strikes on the military compound
and cavecomplexinAfghanistan.

U.S. warplaneshaveconducted
three strikesin recent days at the
site, whereterrorist |leader Osama
bin Laden’s followers have been
regrouping, and where U.S. offi-
cials spotted a major weapons
cache and equipment including
tanks, Stufflebeem said.

Pentagon spokeswoman Vic-
toriaClarkesaidU.S. aircraft flew
atotal of 118 sorties and con-
ductedfour airstrikesintheZawar
and K host area Sunday.

2001 In Review

Year brought tears and smiles to Sherman C

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Like all years, 2002 brought
Sherman County residents heartache
and happiness, love and loss, good
timesand bad and sunshineand rain.

Businesses opened and others
closed. There were deaths and births.
Someissuesdivided the county, while
others brought us closer together.
Roadswereopened and closed, tornup
andreplaced. City and county officials
werecriticized and congratul ated.

Therewereafew national and local
events that set 2002 apart from other
years.

TheSept. 11 terrorist attacksinNew
York and Washington shook the coun-
try and madeusall realize how vulner-
ableweare. Sherman County residents
said they felt anger, pain and sadness
and many looked to their churchesfor
answers and waysto cope.

Goodland was pushed into the na-
tional spotlight when anativewho has
family here was held in Chinafor al-
most two weeks after amilitary plane
accident. A new swimming pool
opened in Goodland and agiant paint-
ing was erected near anew street, cre-
ating anew city entrance.

The staff at The Goodland Daily
News reviewed newspapers from the
past year and picked what we thought
were the top 10 stories. The choices
focused on issues or events that hit a
widerangeof peopleeitherintheheart
or wallet.

Someof thestoriesaresad, someare
happy, some will make you shudder
whileothersmakeyoulaugh. But each
isapiece of the past year.

Herearethetoptwostories. Therest
will follow during the week.

1 Goodland native Jeff Vignery

and hisfamily becamethecen

ter of thenation’ sattentionand
inspired millionswhen Chinaheld the
Navy pilot and 23 crewmates for 11
daysinApril after their U.S. spy plane
collided with aChinesejet.

Lt.Vignery, hailed asaheroat home
and across the country, recounted the
terrifying detailsof April 1for acrowd
of hundreds at a homecoming cer-
emony held for the 1992 Goodland
High graduate on May 5 at Max Jones
Fieldhouse.

HesaidtheEP-3E surveillanceplane
hewashel pingtofly wasabout 60 miles
southeast of Hainan Island over the
South China Sea about 10 am. when
two Chinesefighter jetsinterceptedthe
plane.

Fromtheleft pilot’sseat, hesaid, he
hadthebest view of the Chinesepilots.
They approached the four-engine tur-
boprop plane three times, he said, be-
foreoneof thejetscameintoofastand
close, running into one of the Navy
plane'spropellersand knocking off its
nosecone. TheChinesepilotwaskilled
inthe accident.

Vignery said his plane started to
plunge4,000feet per minutetowardthe
water bel ow. Thecollisionhappenedat
22,500feet, hesaid, andit wasn't until
around 10,000 feet that he and Lt.
Shane Oshorne, the lead pilot, were
ableto gain some control.

Lt. Jeff Vignery (far left) and his wife Julie talked and laughed with friends

and family at a homecoming celebration on May 5 at Max Jones

Beingthethirdpilot, Vignery said, he
let another lieutenant takehisseat while
heand crew memberspreparedtoditch
the plane. That wasn't necessary, and
Vignery said when he heard the land-
ing gear start to descend, heknew they
would comedown safely.

The crew landed on Chinese con-
trolled Hainan Island, but their adven-
turewasn’t over.

Angry over the unauthorized land-
ing, the death of the fighter pilot and
past events, Chinese officialsheld the
officersand demandedtheU.S. apol o-
gize. A carefully-worded letter from
President Bush saying thegovernment
was “very sorry” ended the 11-day
standoff betweenthetwo superpowers.

After being debriefed at Anderson
Air Force Base in Guam, Vignery,
whose parents Ron and Judi and sister
JessicaliveinGoodland, and hisfellow
officersarrivedattheNaval Air Station
onWhidbey Island, Wash., onApril 14.

Vignery, 27, livesat the station with
hiswifeJulie,whohemet whileattend-
ingtheUniversity of Kansas. Hegradu-
ated in 1997 and joined the Navy in
May of that year.

Thecrew wasgreeted by their fami-
lies and 7,000 other cheering Ameri-
cans.

RonVignery, apartnerintheVignery
and Mason law firm, said hewasover-
come by emotion when his son, who
had just stepped off the plane, walked

uptohim.

“| couldn’ttalk,” hesaid.“l wascry-
ing. Everybody was crying.”

Theacci dent and standoff dominated
thenational newsinthemonth of April
and reporters from across Kansas and
Colorado flocked to Goodland to talk
withRonand Judi. Thecouplereceived
calls from national newspapers and
networks at all hours of the day until
they took the phone off thehook. They
saidthey didn’twant toattract attention
totheir son while hewasbeing held.

TheVigneryssaidthey alsoreceived
numerouslettersand callsfromfriends,
family and other peoplewhowantedto
show support and say they admired
their and their son’sbravery.

Jeff Vignery, who was called ahero
aongwiththeother crew members, got
plenty of attention. Hewasaskedto do
several televisioninterviewsand hun-
dreds of people cametogether in May
to welcome him back to Goodland.

People in Goodland and across the
nation decorated trees, fences, flag
poles, stopsignsand other objectswith
yellow ribbons asasign of support.

Kansas lawmakers and Gov. Bill
Graves commended the pilot at acer-
emony in Topeka, presenting himwith
aresolutionusually reservedfor distin-
guished state officials.

At the homecoming celebration,

See YEAR, Page 4

ounty residents

Fieldhouse. Hundreds of people welcomed Vignery home after he was

held in China for 11 days following a military plane accident.
Photos by Rachel Miscall and Tom Betz/The Goodland Daily News
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Richard Hurd, a World War Il and Korean veteran, saluted as the Ameri-

can Flag was presented at a homecoming ceremony in May for Lt. Jef

Vignery.

Little hope for farm economy to recover this year

WASHINGTON (AP)—Thesluggishworld
economy and the strong U.S. dollar offer little
hope to American farmers for aturnaround in
crop pricesthisyear. That means Congresswill
beunder pressureeither to passanew farm pro-
gram quickly or provide growersafifth bailout
inasmany years.

Prices for major crops, such as wheat, corn,
cotton and soybeans, collapsedinthelate 1990s
and havenot recovered. Pricesfor beef and pork
werestronglast year, but thebeef industry isnow
feeling effects of acollapse of demand in Japan

after discovery there of mad cow disease.

“Nobody in the agricultural sector isreally
happy where commodity prices are,” said Leon
Corzine, an Illinois farmer who grows corn and
soybeans. “We have to work to develop markets
tousethisgrain. That’sgoing to bethe answer to
low prices.”

Soybean prices, running above $7 abushel in
the mid-1990s, have been mired near $4 as pro-
duction hasboomed in recent years. Corn gener-
ally trades at around $2 a bushel, half its 1996
value, and often much lower depending on a

farm’slocation.

Net farm income was expected to exceed $49
billionlast year, up from $46 billionin 2000, ac-
cording to the Agriculture Department. Most of
that growth camefromlivestock sector, however,
and the farm economy remains propped up by
government cash. Direct government payments
tofarmerslastyear topped $20billionfor thethird
consecutiveyear, amosttripletheirlevel in1997.

“1 don't see abig increase in market incomes
for producers. We're talking about arebound in
the world economy that is expected to be fairly

modest,” said Keith Collins, the Agriculture
Department’s chief economist.

In addition, the dollar is expected to remain
strong, which makesU.S. productsmore expen-
sivethan those from countries with weaker cur-
rencies, and thereisaglut onthemarket of some
crops, said Collins. Congress is working on an
expansion of farm subsidy programs that could
takeeffectintimefor thisspring’scrops. It prob-
ably will includeanew program that would pro-
videpaymentstofarmerswhencommodity prices
arerelatively low, asthey are now.

Commissioners will choose leaders at first meeting of year

Thefirst meeting of the year for the
Sherman County commissioners will
be Tuesday, and top items of business
will be deciding who will be the com-
mission chairman and vice chairman
for theyear.

Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
has been chairman and Commissioner
Kevin Rasure has been the vice-chair.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede may be-
comethevice-chair with Rasuremov-
inguptochairman. Inthepast, commis-
sionershaverotated the duties.

The commissionerswill also desig-
natethebanksfor county deposits, and
namethe official newspaper for publi-
cation of the county notices.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby will

meet with the commissionersinan ex-
ecutive session asthefirst department
to bring in her employee evaluations.
The commissionerswill review es-
timates from Curt Way, county public
works director, for cost of abuilding
and related equipment, including a
baler andforklift, tobeincludedinthe
cardboard recycling grant request

County Clerk Janet Rumpdl isdrafting.

Jack Eklund of EKlund’sFirst Insur-
ance has asked to meet with the com-
missioners about their decision to
change insurance companies.

Roger Snethen of the Sherman
County Racing Association will meet
withthecommissionerstodiscusscal-
endar dates for the upcoming racing

season. At 11 am., the commissioners
aretomeetwiththeGoodland Regional
Medical Center boardfor ajoint audio
conference program on “ Conflicts of
Interest” inthemain board room at the
hospital. The commissioners meet in
thecommissionroomonthemainfloor
of the Sherman County courthouse,
813 Broadway Ave.



