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a pipe under Main street.

By Reaghan Smith
The Goodland Daily News

It'sbeenhardtomissthebigholeand
orange barrels that have been on the
west sideof MainAvenueinfront of the
Veteransof Foreign Warsbuilding for
the past week, but both should disap-
pear today.

City workers have been repairing
pipes under Main Avenue since the
middle of last week, but say work
should end today.

EdWolak, director of publicworks,

Ne|I Thornburg with the Public Works department, hammered bricks back into place after the crew repalred
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CitytofinishrepaironMain

said a service connection of two-inch
steel pipetotheveteransbuilding had
to berepaired several timesinthelast
few years.

“Thistime we decided to dig it out
further to repair it from decent pipe,”
hesaid. “If weweretodig it out com-
pletely toreplacetowholeline, service
would be off in that area for several
weeks.”

Wolak said when repairs need to be
donethecity triestodoitinaslittletime
andwithaslittleinconvenienceaspos-
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The crew had to block off part of
Maininfront of theveterans' building
in order to dig further back and water
service was briefly interrupted to the
Goodland Activities Center whilethe
repairswere being done.

Thewaterlinerepairsare now com-
pleted and city crews replaced the
brickstoday.

classifieds work.

Teddybearpicnicsuccess

PICNIC, from Page 1

who havelent ahand.

Dinal edesmasaid her fivechildren
begged her to takethemto the picnic.

“The kids wanted to bring their
stuffed animals,” shesaid. “ They just
enjoy helping out.”

The Ledesma children and other
youngsters received the youth award
for outstanding achievement. M ost of
thekids spent the previous day walk-
ing around town picking up trash and
cleaning for PRIDE.

“They workedvery hardall day yes-
terday,” Ledesmasaid.

AsVanessaPerez, 10, dropped two

bunnies into the play pen, she said it
makes her feel good to give.

“Someone gave them to me as a
gift,” shesaid. "l want to givethemas
agift to someoneelse.”

Perez, who said shehelped cleanup
BriggsPark afew monthsago, said she
wants to be the type of person who
helpsout.

“1 thoughtitwouldbefuntohelpour
environment stay clean,” shesaid.

Estessaidit’speoplelikePerezwho
makethe PRIDE programasuccessin
Kanorado.

“If it wasn’t for the community get-
ting together,” she said after handing

out certificates, “wewouldn’t havethe
number of projectsthat we do.”

Last year, Estes said, Kanorado
PRIDE was awarded $500 from the
state PRIDE program for community
excellence. Shesaidthemoney will be
used for projects and to buy play-
ground equipment for apark PRIDEis
working to build near one of the small
town’stwo closed schools.

Thoughthereisn’taPRIDE chapter
inGoodland, Estessaid, she’stalkedtc
peoplewho arethinking about getting
one started.

“It'sjust amatter of enrolling,” she
said.

Derailment causes no chemical spill

DERAILMENT, from Page 1

under way.

Thefirechief said that cargo on the
train included carbon dioxide, nitro-
gen, whiteashestos, sodiumhydroxide
and sometype of glue. He said he did
not believe there had been achemical
spill.

Curmodesaid hedid not know what
wasin the carsthat derailed, and offi-
cials were letting the fire that began
within the wreckage keep burning.

“Wearenot doinganythinguntil we
know exactly what we are dealing
with,” he said.

He said officials were most con-
cerned about the white asbestos and

sodium hydroxide.

They werenot certainof thelocation
of the asbestos, but believed it might
be near or underneath the piled-up
wreckage.

Curmodesaid heavy equipment was
being broughtintotry and separatethe
unburned carsfrom thefire.

If they’re not able to do that,
firefighters will use water brought in
by tankersto spray downtheunburned
cars.

The intermodal train used flat cars
carrying trailers and other cargo con-
tainers.

Curmode said there were between
65 and 75 carsonthetrain. Hesaid he

did not know itspoint of originor des-
tination, but that it wastraveling on
high-speed track, one of thebusiestin
the areawith atrain coming on it ev-
ery 3810 45 minutes.

Atthescene, inadditionto Sedgwick
County firefighters, were othersfrom
Mulvane and Rose Hill, hazardous
materialsunits, county sheriff’sdepu-
ties, emergency management official s
and health department representatives.

A manwho answered thephoneat a
Burlington Northern office said he
could not provide any information on
the derailment, referring questions tc
a company spokesman who did not
immediately return acall.

Legislators seek enlightenment on budget

TOPEKA (AP) — Legislators are
asking auditorsto study thenumerous
methodsthestate’ s304 school districts
usetoreport how they spendtheir nick-
elsand dimes.

State auditors will spend the next
three months digging into school dis-
trict budgets, hoping to determine a
common method for comparing ex-
penditures among the districts.

Auditorswill comparebudget docu-
mentsof threelargedistrictsandthree
small districtsandreport tolegislators
after the 2002 session beginsin Janu-
ary.

Theaudit approved Wednesday was
requested by Senate President Dave
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Kerr, R-Hutchinson. Legislators ex-
pressed concern during the 2001 ses-
sion that there were no documents
readily availablethat allowed themto
compareexpendituresandtrack school
spending.

“We want a budget that people can
understand,” said Rep. Dean Newton,
R-Prairie Village and member of the
Legislative Post Audit Committee.
“Weneed avalid comparison between
schools that is more accessible to the
public.”

Thestate spendsmorethan $2.3 bil-
lion on public education. School dis-
trictshad until Aug. 25 to certify their
budgets with the state, detailing how
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federal, state and local revenues are
spent.

Sen. Derek Schmidt, R-Indepen-
dence and member of the post audit
committee, saida“ commonlanguage’
used by all districts would make the
debate over school finance more pro-
ductiveamong legidlators.

Duringthe2001 session, legislators
ordered a $225,000 study of what it
costs to provide a suitable education
for students in Kansas schoolsin all
areas of the state.

A private consulting firm will con-
duct the study, which is not expected
to be completed until late in the 2002
session at the earliest.
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