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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:27 p.m.

Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:11 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:27 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 73 degrees
+ Humidity 16 percent
« Sky sunny
* Winds southwest 15-23
« Barometer 30.12 inches

and falling

* Record High 102° (1960)
* Record Low 45° (1964)

Last 24 Hours*

High 90°
Low 56°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: Mostly clear, low 60s,
south winds 5-15. Tomorrow: Mostly
clear, high 90s, low 60s, winds south-
west 10-20.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday and Thursday: dry,
high 80s, low 50s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.60 bushel
Posted county price — $2.57
Corn — $2.02 bushel
Posted county price — $1.87
Loan deficiency payment — 12¢
Milo — $3.25 hundredweight
Soybeans — $4.39 bushel
Posted county price — $4.28
Loan deficiency payment — 64¢
Millet — $3.85 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.20 cwt.
Oil new crop — $7.30 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.15
Confection current — no bid
Pinto beans — $16 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Unemployed
father wins big

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A di-
vorced father whose unemploy-
ment benefitswereabout torunout
decided to gamble on the $294.8
million Powerball jackpot. He
sayshiswager paid off.

David Edwards, 46, said one of
theeight ticketshebought about an
hour and a half before Saturday
night’sdrawing was onefour that
matched the Powerball drawing.

“1 figured | had nothing to lose
and everythingtogain,” Edwards
told The Daily Independent of
Ashland, Ky., on Sunday.

Kentucky Lottery officials
would not confirm the name of
their state’ swinner but saidit was
a man who talked to the lottery
president by phone on Sunday.

Winning tickets also were sold
inNew Hampshire, Delawareand
Minnesota but winners had not
come forward in those states by
Sunday.

Big jJump
SUFPIISES
motorists

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Startled motoristsfound gasprices
shooting up hereand acrossK ansason
Friday, insomecasesby morethan 30
centsper gallon.

Qil companies blamed production
problems and high demand, but ob-
serversnotedthat pricesalwaysseem
to go up beforemagjor holidays.

Pricesat thepumpin Goodlandand
Colby wereshootingupaongwiththe
rest of the state, though inthe Denver
area, pricesremained lower.

The average reached $1.65 in
Goodland by thismorning, and $1.71
inColby. Love'sinColby wasashigh
as$1.79.

At 4 p.m. Friday, acheck in Good-
land had Cowboy Loop at $1.53;
Frontier Equity at $1.52, and Presto
Phillips66thelowest at $1.50. Work-
erstheresaidthey expectedtheprice
to increase by Saturday. Meanwhile,
Conoco Travel Shoppeandthe Good-
land Sinclair station were already at
$1.67.

At7am. thismorning, thepriceat
Frontier Equity was changing to
$1.65, and Phillips 66 had reached
$1.65aswell. Cowboy Loopwasstill
at $1.55, but a new load of fuel was
pulling into the station, and at 10:30
am. the price had jumped to $1.83.

The Kansas AAA said the state’'s
average price for regular unleaded
was $1.48 early Friday morning. By
late afternoon, it was pushing $1.80.

“We've had alot of people com-
plaining about it today,” said Dustin
McK ean, whoworksat anAmocosta
tion in Kansas City, Kansas. The
station’s price for regular unleaded
went up from $1.46 to $1.79 per gal-
lon.

InWichita, Joanne Spickler, owner
of Ed'sExpressTotal Petroleum, said
customers reacted angrily when the
price per gallon went from $1.56 to
$1.79.

MikeRight, aspokesmanforAAA
Missouri, said severa factors have
combined to drive up prices, but
added, an increase of more than 30
centsper gallonis*outrageous.”

Some refineries are shutting down

Gas prices soar
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Gas prices shot up beginning Friday, but Frontier Equity waited until

this morning to raise the price to $1.65 per gallon as Wayne Sparks

placed the new prices.

for routine maintenance, Right said,
while others are preparing to switch
some capacity over to home heating
oil for the cooler months.
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Citgo Petroleum Corp. said it will
takeit 20 to 24 weeks to restart its
160,000-barrel a day refinery in
Lemont, I11., after arecent fire.

TheLemont plantisamain source
of gasoline and diesel supply for the
Chicago area, and lower supply there
could be having aripple effect on
prices throughout the region, Right
said.

“1 can't see that Kansas would be
immuneto that,” he said.

Faxeswith the new prices flooded
out from wholesalers Thursday and
Friday.

“We were surprised,” said Trisha
Carter from Cowboy L oop, about the
higher price, “but that was the cost
they gaveusafter fillingthetanksthis
morning.”

Buddy Williams, conveniencestore
manager at Frontier Equity in Good-
land, said the wholesale price had
goneup lastweek, butthey had stayed
down over the weekend.

“Wewereabit lategoing up,” Wil-
liamssaid today.

Asked if he expectsthe priceto go
higher, Williamssaid, “ It seemslikely
fromwhat | hear.”

A check of stationsin Burlington
found prices as high as $1.76, but as
of Sunday Denver AAA showed an
averagepricethereat $1.49.A cal to
Fort Collins showed the price as of
Sunday holding at $1.50.

Cherie Sage, public affairscoordi-
nator for Kansas, AAA said theinfor-
mationontheautoclub’swebsitewas
laggingbehindthesharprisesinprice
becausethefiguresarebased onVisa
transactionsand areusually about 24-
36 hoursbehind. Shesaidtherewasno
updateover theweekend, andthenext
updateon Tuesday morningwill prob-
ably reflect more of theincreases.

“1 have been calling my stations,”
Sage said this morning, “because at
thistimethefiguresposted ontheweb
sitedo not reflect thereality weseeat
the pumps.”

Figures on the AAA web site for
Kansasshow that priceshavegoneup
about 3¢ agalloninthepasttwodays,
andareup 24¢ fromlast month, when
the statewide average was $1.26.
Prices in Kansas had previously
peaked at an average of $1.72 before
Memorial Day in May. The highest
recorded state average reported by
AAA was$1.80 on June 12, 2000.

Sage said there is a pattern to the
increases, but that they are based on
demand.

“Wedo seeincreasesbeforeMemo-
rial Day, whichisthestart of thesum-
mer driving season,” Sagesaid, “and
againat Labor Day whichistheheavi-
est travel weekend of the year, even
higher than Christmas.”

TheAssociated Presscontributedto
thisreport.

Apartment com

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

The Westside Apartments on
Cattletrail Ave., financed partly with
tax creditsandagrant, shouldbeavail -
able to low and very-low-income
househol ds by February.

Contractors are planning to be fin-
ished by their deadline, with the elec-
trical, plumbing and drywall beingin-
stalled and onebuilding doneexcept for
interior painting.

That building is nearly ready to be
lived in, said Larry White, owner of
W.W. Contractors, as he and his crew
installed drywall in another building
Thursday.

The complex will include nine du-
plex buildings for atotal of 18 apart-
ments, said developer Kathy Mesner.
Half will be targeted for very-low-in-
come households.

To qualify as a very-low-income,
Mesner said, afamily’sincomemust be
lessthan half of medianincomefor the
areawhereitlives. Medianincomefor
Sherman County is $39,300 per year,
shesaid.

3

plex set to open In

Larry White and grandson Malcom installed drywall atthe Westside Apart-
ments Thursday. The units, targeted for low-income families, should be

ready by February.

This means that half of the apart-
mentswill befor householdswith less
than $19,650 in annual income. The
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other half will be for householdswith
|essthan 60 percent of medianincome,
Mesner said, or $23,580. Therearere-

February

strictions on how much rent can be
chargedfor theapartments, shesaid, so
they will be affordable for those who
qualify.

The project will cost well over $1
million, Mesner said, with most of the
money coming from the sale of tax
credits. Thetax creditswill saveinves-
torsmoney ontheir federal incometax,
shesaid, and were sold to thoseinves
torsto pay for the construction. The
programisowned by alimited partner-
ship, she said, and managed and oper-
atedby Northwest KansasHousingInc.

The project has received more
money from agrant, shesaid, that was
appliedforwithsponsorshipfrom First
National Bank in Goodland. The bank
isalso financing the project.

The$72,000 grant will help pay for
theconstruction. Itisfromthe Federal
Home L oan Bank of Topekawhichre-
cently awarded 18 of itsfinancial insti-
tutions more than $4.7 million in Af-
fordableHousing Program Grants. The
grants will help develop more than
1,304living unitsin Colorado, Kansas,
Nebraskaand Oklahoma.

Sharon Springs newspaper employee buys publication

The Sharon Springsnewspaper, The
Western Times, came out under new
local owners|last week.

Thepaper hadbeenownedby Wal ker
Publishing and Barry and Jackie
Walker sinceApril 1, 1994.

Julieand Dale Samuel sonmakeup J
& D Publishing, and Julieisthe editor
and publisher.

She had worked for Morford Pub-
lishing for ayear and then for Walker
Publishing until she purchased the
newspaper effective Aug. 1. She has
been office manager, proofreader, ad
designer and photographer, and had
been general manager sincethe Walk-
ers moved to Lynn County, south of
Kansas City.

The Samuel sonshavebeenworking
on the purchase sincelast December.

They have three daughters, Yvonne
Kirk and husband Thom of Cotton-
wood Falls, Becky Cloyd and husband
Lenny of Sharon Springs, and Sunny a
student at Colby Community College.

“1 wasn't even considering the pur-
chaseforalongtime,” Juliesaid. “My

husband and our daughters were very
encouraging. | hopewecandoour com-
munity and the newspaper the justice
they deserve. The support has been
overwhelming.”

She said she doesn’t expect staff
changesat thistime. The\Western Times
is printed by Nor’ West Press at The
Goodland Daily News plant.

Schools
ready for
first day

Principal addresses
remodeling problems

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The smell of fresh paint, carpet
shampoo and floor polish hangsinthe
shiny hallways of Goodland's five
schools, wherethingswerepretty quiet
today except for anoccasional teacher,
administrator or secretary bustling by
with astack of papers.

It'll beadifferent sceneinthemorn-
ing, when more than a thousand el-
ementary, junior high and high school
students tromp into classrooms that
have been empty for three months,
ready — or not — to start another
school year.

Administrators say they expect the
first day to go smoothly — even at the
high school, where a remodeling
project has shut down second-floor
classrooms, plus restrooms and lock-
ers.

While students have been shopping
for clothes, school suppliesand alarm
clocks, teachershavebeenwriting les-
son plans, setting up classrooms or
moving, and talking with administra-
tors and other teachers. Principals at
each school say they’ re excited about
anew beginning.

“Educationisoneof few professions
whereyougettostart new every year,”
said Sharon Gregory, Central Elemen-
tary School principal.“ I’ mawaysreal
excitedtogetthereand I’ malwaysex-
citedtoseeitend. But| getto start new
every year.”

Gregory and other principal ssay the
district’'s summer crew and mainte-
nanceworkers spent thelast coupl e of
monthspainting hallways, classrooms
and buildings; shampooing carpets;
polishing floors; and generally spruc-
ing up the schools.

Renovationreachedadifferentlevel
at Goodland High School, where con-
tractorsarebuilding new sciencerooms
and remodeling other classrooms and
restrooms. Theproject, whichincludes
putting in new walls, doors, windows
and ceilings, isn’t expected to be done
until December, forcing teachers to
share rooms and move into the teach-
ers lounge, the old props room and
hallways and locker rooms at M ax
Jones Fieldhouse.

Harvey Swager, Goodland High
School principal, said teachersare ap-
proaching the challenge with good at-
titudes and are working with adminis-
tratorsto solve potential problems.

“I"ll tell you the teachers know
there’ snot much they can do about it,”
he said. “They’re just going to work
hardto makeit work. We' repretty for-
tunatethere. There are some problems
wemay have overlooked, but we' |l be
abletodeal withthosewhenthey come
up.”

Swager said the remodeling may

See SCHOOL, Page 6

|_eader
evaluation
on agenda

TheGoodland School Board plansto
pay contractorsfor remodelingwork at
the high school and do an oral evalua-
tion of Superintendent Marvin Selby at
its meeting today.

The board will meet at 5:30 p.m. at
thedistrict office, 1312 Main Ave, for
ashort session, thenwill adjournto see
ashow by Billy Riggs, amotivational
speaker and illusionist from Texas, at
the high school. Riggs' show, which
startsat 7:30p.m., ispart of pre-school
activities, asclasseswill beginon Tues-
day.

After approving paymentsto Miller
Construction of Goodland and Hicks-
Ashby for work on the high school’s
second floor, where three new science
classrooms are being built, the board
will gobehind closed doorstoeval uate
the superintendent.




