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The state-bound Big Stix are: Front row left to right, Lindsay Schields, Amber Cowan, May Davis, Melissa Swager, Shandel
Simon, Emily Linden and Crystal Hernandez. Back row left to right, Justeen Koehler, Chelsea Gray, Whitney Archer, Nicolette
Clancy, Vanessa Crotinger, Dani Bedore and Jena McCall.

Photo by Andy Scheopner

Girlssoftball team a success

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

After defeating the Hays Storm in two of
threegamesat theregional tournament at Hill
City July 7 and 8, the Goodland Big Stix soft-
ball team will go on to compete at the state
tournament in Salinabeginning on Friday.

The girls 12-and-under fast pitch softball
team begantravelingto gamesthefirst week
of June and have a season record of 24 wins
and ninelosses.

InHill City, theBig Stix dominatedintheir
first two games of the tournament defeating
Phillipsburg 10-2 and Norton 13-4, thenwent
onto play three games against Hays.

Inthethird gameof thetournament andthe
first against Hays, the team won 9-6 despite
pitcher Dani Bedore allowing as many runs
asshehad in thefirst two games combined.

Inthesecond gameagainst Hays, thefourth
of thetournament, Goodland only managed
toscore6runsasBedoresufferedher firstloss
of the day. Haysracked up 15 runs, making
the score 15-9.

Hays and Goodland faced off again in the
championship game, with thewinner moving
onto state.

Although starting pitcher Lindsay Shields
and Bedore, in relief, allowed the Storm to
score 12 runs, the Big Stix still managed to
defeat Hays with the offense bringing in 20
runsandlivinguptotheteam’sname. Shields
picked upthewin, and Bedoreearnedthesave.

“We played our best softball of the year at
Hill City,” Big Stix coach Andy Scheopner
said. “Wehittheball really well, got excellent
fielding, and our pitching was as strong as it
ever hasbeen. When you combinethosethree
things, you are going to be tough to beat.”

ChelseaGray ledtheBig Stix offensefor the
tournament with 12 hits, sevenruns, and seven
RBIs. With four doubles and one triple, she
also led theteam in extrabase hits.

Bedorefinished the tournament with a 3-1
recordand onesave. Sheal sohad 10 hits, seven
runs, and seven RBIs, including atripleand a
homerun.

Melissa Swager had nine hitsincluding a

double, atriple, and a home run. She also
scored fiverunsand had six RBIs.

Nicol ette Clancy had twodoublesand two
triples. She led the team with nine runs and
had three RBIs. Shandel Simon was second
witheight runstogowithher threeRBlsand
one triple. Whitney Archer had ahome run
andfive RBIs.

TheBig Stix’snext competitionwill beat
the state tournament in Salina July 20-22.

Scheopner said there will be 25-30 teams
participating, and the competition will be
tough.

Only five of thoseteamswill placeinthe
double elimination tournament, he said. A
teamwill beout of thecompetitionafter their
second|loss, Scheopner said, butwill needto
win between five and ten gamesin order to
place.

“Statewill betough,” hesaid, “but weare
going down there expecting to place.”

He said the team will find out within the
next coupl eof dayswhotheir opponentswill
be.

TournamentstartsFriday!
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