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Vst tosses gem

By Roxie Yonkey
Goodland Daily News

Nearly every no-hitterissaved by a
great defensive play. Last night’s
Goodland American Legion baseball
game, a 16-0 Goodland win, was no
exception.

Goodland pitcher Landon West had
no-hit visiting Benkelman, Neb.,
through 3 1/3 innings when great de-
fense saved his pitching gem.
Benkelman’'s Carson Watt hit a
grounder off West's glove. The ball
seemed abouttogointotheoutfieldfor
a hit when Goodland shortstop Kyle
Whisler dove for the ball and got a
glove on it. Whisler threw to
Goodland's Michael Pickett at first,
barely beating Watt to the bag.

West got all therun support hecould
ask for, as Goodland ended the game
inthefourth onthe 15-runrule.

Goodland’sMatt K uhlman finished
off the game with atwo-run shot over
the fence in left center. Before
Kuhlman's homer, five Goodland
playershad scored in theinning.

West allowedonly twowalksand no
baserunner got past first. Hestruck out

Grand Opening, Saturday, July 14

Refreshments served all day, ribbon cutting 1T p.m.

seven, including fourinarow, picking
up hissecondwininasmany decisions.
Only one ball got out of theinfield, a
fly to Goodland left fielder P.J.
Crumbaker.

Goodland’sAaron Gittinger scored
three times. Whisler singled and
doubled.

Thewin was Goodland's second in
two straight decisions. Their game
with Calhan, Colo., was called dueto
rain before enough innings had been
recorded to makeit official.

Goodland goesto St. Francistonight
for games at 6 and 8 p.m. Mountain
Time. Their Friday doubleheader with
Burlington has been cancelled, ashas
July 21's scheduled round-robin.

Two dates have been added to
Goodland’ sschedule. They will play a
hometriangul ar with Calhan and Scott
City Saturday. Scott City playsGood-
land at 4 p.m.; Scott City playsCalhan
at 6 p.m. and Goodland plays Calhan
at 8 p.m. Rained-out homegameswith
St. Francis will be made up Tuesday,
July 17, at 6 and 8 p.m.

The zone tournament will be July
19-21in Oshorne.

sports briefs

WNBA names

Stiles rookie all-star

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) —
During a preseason game, Jackie
Stiles sat in the locker room and
wept after missing all eight of her
shotsinalossto Seattle. ThePort-
land Fire rookie has gotten much
better since then, and now she's
played her way into the WNBA
All-Star game.

Stiles, theNCAA career scoring
leader at Southwest Missouri
State and the No. 4 pick in the
draft, wasamongthe six reserves
namedtotheWestern Conference
team on Wednesday. The game
will be played Monday at TD
Waterhouse Centre in Orlando,
Fla.

“l can’t believe I’'m a part of
this. It'sjust anamazing feeling,”
said the Claflin, Kan., native.
“Theway | started off the season,
| thought there’s no way this
would happen.”

Stilesistheleague’ ssixthlead-
ing scorer at 16 points per game.
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Northwest Kansas resident Randy Gallentine,
owner / manager, has 17 years of auto body and

painting experience. The 1983 Norton High School
graduate is a 1984 NWKTC graduate in Auto Body.

From August 1984 to 1988 Randy managed the
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Big Stix win regionals

By Lester Bolen
The Goodland Daily News
After dominating wins in the first
two games of theregional tournament
at Hill City last month, Goodland’'s12-
and-under fast pitch softball team, the
Big Stix, became close acquaintances
with the Hays Storm.
Thetwoteamshadtoplay threecon-
secutive games, including a final
showdowninthechampionshipgame.
Although Goodland lost the middle
gameof theseriestheteam dominated
theStorm 20-12inthefinal stocapture
the regional championship and move
on to the state tournament in Salina.
Goodland played Phillipsburginthe
first gameat regionalsand usedtimely
hittingtowinby eight runs, 10-2. Dani
Bedore pitched and won what would
bethefirst of her threewinsof theday.
In the second game of the day,
Goodland’s offense was again out-
standing. Bedore pitched well asthe
team won over Norton 13-4.
Gamethreebrought onthe Stormfor
thefirst time. Although the Big Stix’s
offense didn’t score as many runs —

and Bedore allowed as many runs as
she had in the first two games com-
bined — Goodland still managed to
win an exciting 9-6 game.

In the second game against the
Storm, thefourth of theregional stour-
nament, Goodland’s offensive ma-
chine stuttered. The team only man-
aged six runs while Bedore suffered
her only lossof theday asHaysscored
15.

The two teams would move on to
play in the championship game, with
thewinner to move onto state.

Lindsay Schields was the starting
pitcher and although she and Bedore
allowedtheStormtoscore12runs, the
team’s offense erupted for a tourna-
ment high 20 runs.

Schields picked up the win and
Bedore earned the save for the state
bound Big Stix.

“1 thought we played our best soft-
ball of theyear at Hill City,” Big Stix
coach Andy Scheopner said. “We hit
theball really well, got excellent fiel d-
ing, and our pitching was as strong as
it ever has been. When you combine

those three things you are going to be
tough to beat.”

For the tournament, Chelsea Gray
ledtheoffensewith 12 hits, sevenruns,
andsevenRBIs. Withfour doublesand
one triple, Gray led the team in extre
base hits. Bedore finished the tourna-
ment with a 3-1 record and one save.
She also had 10 hits, seven runs, and
seven RBIs, including atriple and &
homerun.

Melissa Swager was third on the
team with nine hitsand hit adouble,
triple, and a home run. Swager alsc
scored five runs and had six RBIs.
Nicolette Clancy had two doublesand
two triples. Clancy led the team with
ninerunsand had three RBI s. Shandel
Simon was second with eight runsto
go with her three RBlsand onetriple.
Whitney Archer had a home run anc
fiveRBIs.

TheBigStix’snextactionisthestate
tournament July 20-22 in Salina.

“State will be tough,” Scheopner
said. “Therewill be25-30really gooc
teams there, but we are going down
there expecting to place.”

Royals hoping to avoid history

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP) — If
their second half turnsout asbad asthe
first for the Kansas City Royals, the
seasonwill godown asoneof theworst
infranchise history.

As bad as 1969, the expansion
team’sfirstyear. Asbad as 1970, when
the Royalswon only 65 games while
struggling for anicheinthe American
League.

This team that many expected to
contend might even finish as bad or
worse than the 1999 bunch that stag-
gered homewith athreadbare 64 wins
and set ateam record for futility.

“Wehavenot performed well,” said
David Glass, the former Wal-Mart
CEO who bought the Royalslast year
for$96 million.“But| am not discour-
aged.”

The Royals start the second half of
the year in Pittsburgh Thursday night
ridingaseven-gamelosingskid. Their
34-53 record has them 21 games be-

hind Minnesotain theAL Central.

Glass thought, and many players
agreed, they could win 86-88 games
this year and actually look like con-
tendersfor thefirsttimesincethe1994
strike stopped a 14-game winning
streak.

But unlike many owners, in times
likethese Glassisnot inclined tograb
ahammer and begin furiously pound-
ing the panic button.

“It’sbeenareally disappointing first
half,” hesaid.

What hassaved M user’sjobiseffort.
Even on their toughest days, the Roy-
alsarerarely accused of doggingit.

If they’ re not the worst team since
Ewing Kauffman brought major
league baseball back to western Mis-
souri, the 2001 Royalsarethe streaki-
est.

Last Sunday’s14-5rout at thehands
of Houston wastheir seventh straight
loss. Prior to that, the Royalswon six

inarow, includingthreewinsat Cleve-
land.

From June 12 to June 16, they won
five straight, giving hope that things
were turned around. Then they
promptly lost five straight.

It hasbecomepainfully obviousthe
team misses leadoff hitter Johnny
Damon, who was dealt to Oakland
when it became obvious the Royals
could not afford to re-sign him.

Perhaps at |east partly because of
Damon’s absence, third baseman Joe
Randaand right fielder Jermaine Dye
arenot experiencing anything closeto
therun-productionyearsthey enjoyec
the two previous seasons.

Nevertheless, for now at | east, Glass
isstaying the course.

“1 still believe in the nucleus of the
young playerswe have on thisteam,”
Glasssaid. “Wejust need to find ways
toaddtothat.”

“Winning changes everything.”

Herl Chevrolet body shop. He served ABC Nissan in
Phoenix, Arizona, as automotive painter and shop
foreman from August 1988 until October 1994.

Randy was assistant manager of Reliance Body

Shop in Oberlin until March of 2001.

He is the father of two daughters; Nichole, an in-
coming sophomore at Goodland High School, and
Aspen, 19 months, who lives with her mother in
McDonald. His son, Levi, 11, lives in St. Joseph, Mo.
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Levi Livengood with finished bike

e Custom painting and Design. Designs include flames, scallops,
fades, shades and special customized vinyl graphic designs.
e Automotive glass repair

“ Repair work Custom done to satisfy you”

Randy J. Gallentine, Owner / Manager
1820 Cherry Street, Goodland, Kansas

(785) 899-6720

email: teamgreen46@wwwebservice.net

FAX 899-6721




