4 The Goodland Daily News / Thursday, July 5, 2001

Saints and sinners: Listening for other worldly voices

Can the dead speak to us from beyond the
grave?

Many psychicsbelievethey can— and, fur-
thermore, that they havedoneso. But scientists
have always been skeptical.

If areputable man of science could produce
evidenceof communication betweenthisworld
and the other, we might become believers.

Thomas Edison possessed the requisite cre-
dentials. So, perhaps, did William James, the
Harvard philosopher and medical doctor.

Shortly beforehedied in 1910, James asked
hisbrother Henry, the novelist, to comeand be
withhiminhisfinal days. Healsoaskedhimto
stay on for six weeks after his death, because
hewasgoing to try to send amessagefromthe
great beyond.

Thestoryistoldby LouisMenandinhisnew

book, “TheMetaphysical Club” (Farrar, Straus
& Giroux, 2001). Henry obediently remained;
but if William sent a message to him, Henry
never receivedit.

Edison told some of hisclosefriendsbefore
he died in 1931 at the age of 84 that he was
working onamachinethat picked upthevoices
of the dead.

Edisonwasnotachurchgoer. Hisexcusewas
that, becauseof hisdeafness, “itishard and not
pleasant to go any place and not hear what is
being said.”

But according to an articlein the current is-
sue of Timeline magazine, Edison clearly be-
lieved in acreator, “though not one concerned
with human affairs.”

Edison’sdiary for 1885 containsthis entry:
“What a small idea mankind has of the al-
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mighty! My impression is that he has made
unchangeable lawsto govern thisand billions
of other worlds and that he hasforgotten even
theexistenceof thislittlemoteof oursagesago.”
Why thenwasEdison interestedinthe after-
life?Hisfriend Allan Benson alwaysbelieved
it wastheinventor’s admiration for the famed
physicist Sir William Crookesthat sparked his
interest in communi cating with the departed.
Crookes' familiarity with physicshad not de-

stroyed hisfaithin spiritualism and in the abil-
ity of the dead to communicate with theliving.

Edison had no doubt read the astounding
story Crookestold about the visit of the spirit
of adead womanto hishouse. Summoned by a
medium, wholay onacouchintheroomadjoin-
ingthelibrary whereSir Williamand hisfriends
were gathered, she appeared in what appeared
tobefleshandbones, “ clad asany woman might
befor an afternoon call.”

But shedid not walk in. She cameininstan-
taneously — no oneknew how. Someoneeven
felt her pulse. It was beating 70 times per
minute.

Thesemestingsoccurredall winter that year
intheearly 1900s. Sir Williamtook 43 pictures
of the spirit woman.

When Edison read accountsof thesegoings-

on, what must he have thought? The inventor
of the electric light bulb and the phonograph
could not doubt either Crookes' veracity or his
intelligence. It wasunlikely that anyone could
have duped the renowned British man of sci-
ence.

Perhapsthiswaswhen Edison begantowon-
der whether it might be possibleto makeama-
chinethat woul d enabledeparted spiritstocom:-
municate with the living without the aid of
mediums.

ToascientistlikeEdison, wary of thespooky
world of seances, thiswould end all doubting
— or, on the other hand, confirm what he had
believedall along about theimpossibility of an
afterlife.

We'll never know the answer. But it woulc
have made agreat story.

\Woman joins convent after 20-year career in U.S. Marine Corps

By Lori Burling
Associated Press Writer

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Mary Perrot
suffered through boot camp on South
Carolina's Parris Island. She learned to
shoot straight enough to earn therank of
Marine gunnery sergeant. Sheserved six
monthsin Operation Desert Storm.

Now, after 20 yearsin the military she
issigning up for adifferent tour of duty.
The 47-year-old woman is studying to
becomeanun.

“There's an element of commitment
and dedicationinboth thesisterhood and
themilitary,” said Perrot, wholiveswith
three sisters of the Roman Catholic
Ursulineorder. “I’'mstill working witha
group of people for acommon purpose.
There'salso asense of disciplinein both
worlds.”

Perrotwasstationedd| overtheUnited
States, andin Japanand Saudi Arabia. She
worked briefly asasubstanceabusecoun-
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selor for military men and women, then
served mainly infinance and accounting
jobs. In her six monthsin Desert Storm,
sheworkedasapayroll agentfor civilians
and the Navy.

Sheenjoyed her work and thefinancial
security of beingaMarine.

“l wantedtotravel sol joined themili-
tary,” said Perrot, whoseathleticbuildand
firm handshake remain even though she
has |eft the corps. “My spiritual journey
didn’t beginuntil afew yearsago.”

Raised Catholic, shehad several times
experienced what she called “mini
calings’ toreligiouswork.

“Religionhad alwayscaught my atten-
tion,” shesaid.“ But | alwaysdismissedit,
especially early in my military career. |
kept saying,” Nowayisthatalifeforme.”’

[t wasn't until 1996 that she began to
serioudy consider becoming anun.

Shewas stationed at Camp Lejeunein
Jacksonville,N.C., wheresheexpectedto
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stay until sheretired, but wasthen trans-
ferredto Okinawa. Shewaspained by the
idea of being so far away from her 10
brothersandthreesisters, andinterpreted
thefedling asasignal from God that she
should returnto Louisvilleto benear her
siblings and serve her community.

“I wasready tobewithmy family,” she
said.

She began reading about spirituality
andattendingreligiousretreats.Whenshe
returnedto Jacksonvillefor her final stint
asaMarine, Perrot began speaking with
a sister from the Ursuline order. By
Perrot’sretirementin 1999, shewasready
toenter religiouslife.

“Mary was an unusual case when she
cameto usbecause of her military career
and because of her age,” said Sister Mar-
garet Ann Hagan, who joined the order
whenshewas 17. “| think alot of people
strugglewiththequestionof, ‘ Isthiswhat
I’ m supposed to do?"”’
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Jo Warwick, also of Jacksonville, was
aclosefriendtoPerrot whileshewascon-
templating joining the order.

Warwick said in the Marines, Perrot
wasknownasaprankster withadry sense
of humor. Perrot alsolovesto shoot pool,
apastimeshelearnedat her brother’spool
hall while shewasgrowing up. Warwick
expects Perrot to bring that sense of fun
to her new vocation.

“She hasn’t lost her sense of humor,”
Warwick said.

Perrot began her two-year novice pe-
riodinJanuary 2000. Shesaid shewasnot
troubled by thevow of celibacy, sinceshe
had no serious romantic relationship
when sheleft themilitary.

Perrotwill beginher study programon
July 15at St. Ann’sConvent near Cincin-
nati. Thetrainingwill allow her todeepen
her relationship with Jesus Christ and to
study the Ursuline congregation, Sister
Hagan said.

TheUrsulineSistersteach, work indi-
ocesan offices, serveashospital chaplains
and minister to the poor in rural areasin
the United States and other countries.

“I wasat her house and shewasrelax-
ingonthecouch,” Sister Haganrecalled,
“and | said" You certainly look at home,’
andshesaid,’l am.””’

Courtrulescollege eligible for grants

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) —A federal
appeals court has ruled a Seventh-day
Adventist college can participatein a
state programthat paysfor coursesand
programsat publicand privatecolleges.

The state failed to prove Columbia
Union College in Takoma Park, Md.,
was" pervasively sectarian” andthere-
foreineligiblefor state money, the 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appealsruled.

The appeals court upheld a lower
court ruling rejecting the state’sclaim
fundingtheChristian school wouldvio-
late the separation of church and state.

“We recognize the sensitivity of this
issue and respect theconstitutional im-

perative for government not to imper-
missibly advance religious interests,”
Chief JudgeHarvieWilkinsonl1 1 wrote.

“TheFirss Amendment requiresgov-
ernment neutrality, not hostility, to re-
ligiousbelief.”

The Supreme Court ruled in 1976 it
unconstitutional to providepublicsubsi-
diesto ingtitutions that are pervasively
Sectarian.

Several Roman Catholicinstitutions
have participated in Maryland’s Pro-
gram, but stateofficial sarguedthat Co-
lumbiaUnion’s programs were so en-
tangledwithreligionthat theschool dic
not qualify.
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