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commentary

from other pens...

Wichita wants to
change ‘dusty’ image

TheWichitaEagleon tourism:

Weknow Sedgwick County commissionersarekidding about expl oit-
ingthisarea's“flat and dusty” image. They havetobe. Butlet'snipthis
thinginthebud, anyway.

TheWichitaCity Council istrying to get the County Commissionto
joinina$250,000 partnershiptopromotetourism. Part of thecity’spitch,
city marketingofficial JessicaJohnsontoldthecommission...istomove
Wichita'simage away from* dusty trails.”

That brought some crankiness from commissioners, including the
commentsthat “yes, we areflat and dusty and windy” and weought to
try tosell such qualities— from County Commissioner Ben Sciortino.

And afunny tourism slogan from Commissioner Carol McGinn:
“We'renot just flat and dusty.”

Andadightly refinedfunny sloganfrom Commissioner Tom Norton:
“Hat and dusty and so much more.”

We understand that commissionersreally mean we shouldn’t try to
hidefrom our Old West heritage, that it can and should beused to draw
tourists. ...

But enough with “flat and dusty.”

We can get more tourists. We should. Let’suseal our attractionsto
hook them.

... Let’stalk about our placeasthegeneral aviation capital of theworld
— there’sno doubt about it — and about our absolute and total failure
toexploit that.

... Let’stalk about finishing the deal with downtown revitalization
— and restoring jewel s such asthe Orpheum Theater...

... Lots of places are flatter and dustier than Wichita. Let them sell
those, uh, virtues.

The SalinaJournal on drug courts:

Good old common-sense K ansas, which by rightsshoul d beal eader
onthisissue, isabout to fall one more state behind the curve of bring-
ing sanity to theWar on Drugs.

A drug-reform organization bankrolled by threeof therichest people
around ... has picked Floridaasthe next target in the campaign to rec-
ognizedrug addiction astheillnessitis, and create anew way of deal-
ing with first- and second-time possession defendants.

WEell, new in Florida. But not new in Californiaand Arizona, where
the drug court idea has caught on and is saving lives of addicts, and
saving tons of taxpayers money.

Kansas, apparently, isnot yet on the radar screen of thiscampaign.

... Public officials, hopelessly addicted to the anti-drug drug and
scared to death to appear asanything other than tough on crime, won't
touchiit. ...

... First- and second-timeoffendersdon’t goto criminal courts. They
gotodrugcourt. They areordered, basically, to clean up, and connected
with the counseling and other resourcesto do so.

... Thisideamakes so much sensethe only thing standing in theway
of it sweepingthenationistheparanoia, denia and other anti-drugdrug
symptomsthat describe our elected officials.

It would be so wonderful if Kansas politicians would see the light
and implement such a system here, without the need for the peopleto
rise up and demand it.

Don't hold your breath.
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Now a free trade agreement for carbon dioxide

What'swith the Europeans?

Wefledtheir shoresfor alittlehouseontheprai-
rie.

TheKing of England hung our people because
wewould not knedl to hisprivate church. Thenit
was his church or the hangman’s noose.

Inthetwentieth century we savedtheir derriere
(buttocks) buttsin two world wars.

We loaned them gold to save the Bank of En-
gland, that they never paid back.

Even before the U.S. entered the war Herbert
Hoover was President Wilson's European Food
Administrator. Thenafter thewar itwasU.S. Food
administration.

If it had not been for American food aid after
WW | Franceand Englandwould havestarvedthe
European continent because they wanted to pun-
ish Germany.

Only after theoccupationtroopsfound children
going throughtheir garbagedid President Wilson
say “youwhippedthem but can't starvethemtoo.”
Hetold Primeminister L1oyd Georgetorel easethe
food, “it’spaid for out of privatefunds.”

France said we want the German gold before
they get food but the English just wanted to nall
down thefishing rights of Europefirst.

TheninWWIl itwastheAmericanMarshal plan
and the Breton Woods agreement. We gave them
thefood and | et their currency ride piggy back on
the good as gold U.S. dollar. We not only saved
Europe from the worst famine in history but we
helped them build their factories.

ook out for

Dear Kansas Consumers:

For several years my Consumer Protection di-
vision has been warning Kansas consumersto be
aware of the“Nigerian Scam.” The scam comes
in the form of aletter promising millions of dol-
larsinreturn for the use of arecipient’sbank ac-
count. It started many years ago in Europe and
more recently madeits way to the United States.
InKansas, thelettersfirst wereaddressed to busi-
nesses and some farm owners and ranchers who
usedacorporatename. Eventually thescam spread
sothat any Kansan could bearecipient of thislet-
ter. Weusedtotell consumersto beonthelookout
for any letter that camefrom Lagos, Nigeria. We
havenow becomeawareof | ettersfromother coun-
triesaswell. Therefore, wewant towarn consum-
ersto be wary of any letter that comes from any
country bearing thefollowingtraits.

The sender of theletter claimsto be acivil ser-
vant who wantsto transfer millionsof dollarsout
of hiscountry. He claimsthat, asacivil servant,
he is forbidden by protocol to own or operate a
foreignaccount, so heproposesto give 30 percent
of $35.5 million to the recipient’s bank account.
According to theletter, he and his associates will
keep 60 percent and theremaining 10 percent will
be used for expenses such as bribes for officials
who are not involved inthe deal. To receivethis
cashwindfall, therecipientisaskedtosend hisor
her banker’s name, telephone and fax numbers,
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Sowhoarethey tosay thebig Chief intheWhite
Teepeeisahooligan when hewould not sign the
Kyoto agreement. An agreement that they were
unwilling to signthemselves.

Whoarethey tosay “youarepollutingtheearth”
whentheunaligned socialist nation of Swedenhas
used nuclear power forever. That’ seasy Swedenis
asanti-American asthe eco-terrosts themsel ves.

Who are they to lecture Americans when they
don’'t haveaministry of agriculture. They call it
the department of green and agriculture. Sothere
we haveit! That's not so different, we call it the
Department of Agriculturebut it isthedepartment
of thegreens.

Since the Green Indians have taken over the
tribal council (Senate) thenew Indian hassaidlet’'s
givefarmers$50,000dollarsif they wouldrestore
awet land (conservation reserve).

You know these guyswould say satellitesshow
farmerswerepolluting CapeCod. ThisKyotonon-
agreement isapolluters George Orwellan master-
piece. Itjust wantsthemoney. They arefrauds, they
calitpermitstopollute, butit’staxes, for theUnited
Nations. They don't want to give U.S. agriculture
CO2 creditsfor emitting oxygen, evenif wegave
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back account number and abl ank sheet of business
stationery signed by the recipient.
Pleasebeawarethat thisisascamtoobtainyour
banking information which will allow the sender
to accessyour account and steal your money!
Once again, we encourage Kansans to ignore
theselettersin spite of thetemptation for tremen-
dousweadlth. If yourespond totheletter, youwill
receive afollow-up letter or fax that asksfor an
advancefee, atransfer tax, aperformancebond or
some form of up-front payment. If you pay the
money, further “complications’ requiring more
money will arise until you have had enough, run
out of money, or both. The scam artist may even
take amore direct route and wipe out your bank
account electronically. Thisiswhy you should
never give out your bank account number.
Donotallow yourself tobecomeavictim. If you
receive aletter from any African country that re-
sembl esthisscam, but have not suffered financial
damage, fax the documentsto the Secret Service
Task Forceat 202-435-5031. If youhavesuffered
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them away. You can’'t store CO2sin the ocean ei-
ther.

SoitisaskintheU.S. game. They openly admit
the European Union could buy permitsto pollute,
which Kyotowon't do the samefor theU.S. Any-
way evenif global warming did occur, what would
the iceberg watching environs d? Shorten their
Mecca sat some | ceberg Hotel in Sweden?

Wonder if they watch them from awarmair pol-
[uting building? Yup, you can’t havethoserich guys
getting frost bite, you know.

They say trust us snow would turn into rain anc
the southern third of Sweden would be green the
year around. Ohoh, rushtothenearest mud puddle
inthewoods and pray.

Theseguyswould makelBPandADM look like
land reformersin Zimbabwe. Once againthereis
nofreelunch. TheE.U. wantstoexchangetheright
to pollutein exchangefor their agriculture. Sothe
deceptionisexposed growing morecornisthe so-
[ution, togloba warming! It doesusecarbondiox-
ide and other greenhouse gases, you know.

Oh oh, now thelight flashes on. We know what
that new Indianat thetribal council istalking about,
now. If you can’t fix it use subsidies.

Thisfarm-food scheme haslost the war on pov-
erty now it wantsto do the samefor global warm-
ing. Remember all thosegeeksthat say farmersare
paidnottofarm?Well, how about lynchingtheprice
gougersand call it acarbon dioxidefarm.
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an old fraud

financial loss, call 202-435-5490 and |eave atele-
phone number where an agent can reach you. You
may a so mail the letter to:

United States Secret Service

Financial CrimesDivision

1800 G Street NW - Room 942

Washington, DC 20223

It isestimated that the scam has netted about $&
billionworldwide. Itisvirtually impossibleto re-
cover any losses, so it obviously has devastating
effectsonvictims. Pleasebecareful not to become
oneof them.

Attorney General CarlaJ. Sovall offersthispub-
lic serviceto help you avoid becoming a victim of
consumer fraud. Although someof thedetailshave
been changed, the cases appearing in this column
arebased on actual complaints. For further infor-
mation or tofileacomplaint, pleasewrite Attorney
General Carla J. Sovall, Consumer Protection
Division, 120 SW 10th, 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Consumer Hotline, 1-
800-432-2310. Leaveyour name, number and sub-
ject of your inquiry with the receptionist and an
agent will returnyour call promptly.
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