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commentary

from other pens...

Death of Mc\eigh
doesnt advance justice

ThelolaRegister on Timothy M cVeigh:

Becausethe FBI failed to send al of the evidenceto the court that it
had gathered on the 1995 OklahomaCity bombing, Timothy McVeigh
won't be executed until June 11, if at all...

What will the postponement of the execution do to the American
psyche?Will millionsof usfall into depression becausewe have been
robbed of the vicarious thrill of counting down the seconds until
McVeigh'slast twitch?..

Thereisahappier aternative. Attorney General JohnAshcroft could
take this opportunity to review this past two months of incessant pub-
licity on Mr. McVeigh'simpending demise, decideit did nothing to
advance the cause of justice and ask President Bush to commute the
sentenceto lifetimein prison.

Of coursetheworld would have been better off without McVeigh—
if hehad been snatched fromthismortal coil inatimely fashion, before
he murdered 168 innocents.

But given theways of theinformation age, executing him turns out
to be akind of glorification which focuses the attention of the entire
nation for weeks on end on a person unworthy of an hour’sthought...

Enoughisenough.

Rather than promoting another month of nonstop M cVeigh, Ashcroft
should pull the plug. Send him back to his 8- by-12 cell. Seal him off
fromreportersand ghostwriters. L et himstareat thewallsuntil hedies
of thecorrosionthat hateand anger wreak onthehuman body and soul.

Crué and unusual punishment? Probably. But how richly deserved.

TheGarden City Telegram on helping hands:

With no fanfare, or expectation of any attaboys, a handful of men
nodded approvingly...when one among their ranks suggested making
adonation to thosein need in Hoisington.

A modest sum —$250 —will be sent off to asister council of the
Knightsof Columbus, agift fromthemenwhomakeuptheSt. Dominic
Church council in Garden City.

Giventhedevastation caused by theF4 tornadoon Hoisington’sprom
night last month, $250 seems atiny amount. Thereality is, it'satre-
mendous sum, as much in gesture asin cash.

All across Kansas, just as Kansans did a year ago for the folksin
Parsons, small clubsarediggingintotheir modest bank accountsto ship
off what they can to hel p those whose possessionswere destroyed and
lives perhapsforever changed by thekiller storm.

Lessthan aweek after the tornado struck, relief efforts sprouted up
all acrossKansss...

The guess here is al of the public efforts to help thosein need in
Hoisington pale compared to the private ones. The small civic and
church groups who passed hats for spare change; employees at area
businesseswho did thesame; andindividual swhoontheir ownscribbled
out acheck and sentit off. They won’t know how their money wasspent
or if their money was spent at al.

Intime of need, Kansans don’t worry about such things. And that's
the best part.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and welcomes | ettersfrom
readers. Letters should be typewritten if possible, and should in-
clude a telephone number and, most importantly, a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public interest or considered of -
fensive. Wereservetheright to edit lettersfor length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail to:
<daily@nwkansas.com>.
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BUT WoULDN'T A
ROGUE <TATE BE JusT
AS LIKELY To DELIVER
A BOMB IN A
SUITCASE?

Were there more Chinese spies at LosAlamos
than aJohn Gotti jail break?

Surelookslikeit, but don’t shut off the swim-
ming pool pumpsin Californiayet.

Just because some U.S. companies have sold
sensitive satellite technology to China, isno rea-
sontohyperventilateover thisChinathing. Itsjust
this cyberspace economy don’t you know.

They have morespiesinAmericathanthelsra-
eliteshad when Cal eb and Joshuacrossed intothe
promised|and. Indeed thehomeof theM anhattan
ProjectinNew Mexicowasthe promised land for
Chinese espionage agents.

It may have been an offense to the sovereignty
of PeoplesRepublicof Chinawhentwo computer
hard drivesturned up missing at the LosAlamos
National Laboratory. The Peopl€e’s Liberation
Army of Chinawent for missiletechnology faster
than atown drunk for afive day home brew.

Chinahasastanding army that soundslike our
homeless. For them to loose 50,000 men would
belikethe USIoosing 5,000.

TheUnited Stateshasbecometheworld’sidiot.
These nuclear corporationsthat are more power-
ful thanthemilitary-industrial-complex don't care
about America s national sovereignty.

Thegiant sucking sound that Ross Perot talked
about in 1992 was the New York City money to
China. It went to such crony corporationsas|BM
China Great Wall Computer Shenzhen Co. and
Shenzhen KaifaTechnology Co. LTD

WhileCaliforniafacesrollingblack outsandthe
eco-terrorists say we don’t want your air pollut-
ing diesel generatorsin Californian, Atlantic
Richfield Co. and Philips Petroleum Co. entered

wayne
gattshall

® waynne’s world

intojoint ventureswiththe Chinesegovernmentto
build coal-fired plants. Andthe eco-terroristssay
toAmericansrideabicycle.

Therearesomewho say wedon’t care. Well how
about thisthe People’s Liberation Army of China
cares. It understandstheimportance of seagoing.
trade. What do you think thedowning of the EP-3
surveillance plane was about? They want every-
one to check with Jinag before using the Taiwan
Straits.

Furthermore, they want to make the Gulf of
MexicoaChineselake. They aready controlsboth
ends of the Panama Canal. But they want more,
Chinahasbuilt theworld'slargest sea-air facility
just 60 milesfrom Floridain the Bahamas. Won-
der if the enviros would care if Fidel and Jiang
decided to close the Gulf of Mexico to USfarm
exports?

Maybe! Butthey arenottheonly onesinterested
in the most strategic waterway in the Western
Hemisphere. Nearly every one of these littleis-
lands off the coast of Floridais afreetrade zone
that either laundersdrug money or isaShangri-la
for tax evaders.

But Jiangisnot setting aroundin hisshadesand
kneepants. SincethePeople’sLiberationArmy of
Chinahastaken over thePanamaCanal it hasbeen
smuggling AK-47 machinegunsinto California.

WHICH 1S WHY WE ALSO NEEP

To BUILD THE SPACE-BASED
ENHANCED FARTICLE BEAM

ANTi- SUITCASE DEFENSE SHIELD!

Bet Maxine Waters (a black Congressperson)
blameditontheCIA.Whether itwasthe CI A or the
government of Chinathe guns still went to street
gangs.

ThisChinathingisnot beanbagsitsreal trouble.
What reason would someone pay $8,000to open e
bank account in the Bahamasif it wasn't atax ha-
venfor therich? Thenwhy would the Peoples Re-
publicof Chinaput amoveontheselittle Caribbean
isands?It istoholdthe United Stateshostageto a
star wars attack on UScities

Itscredible! The only thing these nuclear cor-
porationswant isyour money. Sincethe downing
of the EP-3 surveillance plane corporate America
has been huffing and puffing at Beijing. Yep Tho-
mas Donohue, president of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, isreally getting mad.

Itseasier to sell satellitetechnology thanit isto
get an export licenseto export farm commodities.
And thesefancy guys say an export license on US
satellitesisover kill?

Itseven easier to launder money with the click
of acomputer mouseto Barbados. Anditwould be
easiertodraintheall saunabathsin Californiathan
tomakeChinapay foritsterrorist actinthe Taiwan
Straits. Today, thesenucl ear corporationshave $300
billioninvested in China. It creates nearly half of
their grossnational product (GDP), andit employs
22 million Chinesetowork intheir sweat shops.

Chinastill livesin the 18th century when agreat
empireruledtheworld, but today itisthecyberspace
economy. Sonow Chinaismakingblack beretsfor
theUSmilitary. Will it bethesteal th bomber next~
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Sometimes the grass Is greener

Money can’t buy happiness.

Right.

Thisneedl epoint bromidesurely comesfromthe
same people who would have us believe asmile
should be our umbrella, love conquers all, and
things will look better in the morning — all fine
mottoesif you happento liveinside a Doris Day
movie.

Not that | don’t clingto these subversivebits of
folk wisdommyself whencrisisstrikes. | canfool
myself into believingjust about any comfortinglie
for short periods of time, which has saved me a
substantial suminliquor bills. (Thisistheadvan-
tage in having abrain like a golden retriever; it
holdsno grudges. No matter how many dead ends
| haveleditinto, nomatter how littleexercisel give
it, it runsto the door, ever hopeful.)

Thepointis, of coursemoney canbuy happiness.
Maybenot Deepak Chopra/Dalai Lamahappiness.
But for one night, money provides an effective
substitute for inner-peace and joy, as | found out
last week.

OK, I didn't just discover thislast week. | have
knownthissincethefourthgrade, whenmy mother
broke down and bought me go-go boots and the
“MeettheMonkees’ album, aday that still stands
asone of the happiest of my childhood.

It wasreinforced after collegewhen | could af-
ford to buy my friend's 1979 Trans-Am with soft
leather interior. Surely there are few experiences
in life more uplifting than being 23 and sitting
behind the wheel of amidnight blue Trans-Am
cruising toward Daytona Beach on a Saturday
night with other single friends, but you’ ve got to
goalongway.

Last week, | took my husband to afancy innin
Cdlifornia’ swine country for hisbirthday. It was

where to write

asplurgethat perhaps 1’1l regret when the credit-
card bill arrives. But there’'s something about
spending a night in a suite with a Jacuzzi tub, a
steam-shower, afeather bed and aview of green,
rollingvineyardsthat canmakeyoustart humming
“My Favorite Things’ from “The Sound of Mu-
sic.”

Call me shallow, but give me anight of living
beyondmy meansand I’ mlikeElizaDoolittlewith
chocolates. | amjolted out of thedaily-nessof life
and into aparallel universe where the bathrooms
are sparkling, the robes are soft and the pillows
fluffed, where solicitous people ask if you'd like
ice brought to your room.

Eveninthistimewhensomany aroundtheworld
are poor, theoccasional luxury hasitsplace. | see
itasallowingyourself ahot-fudgesundaenow and
then, though there’s no real justification for it. It
just liftsyour spirits. Lifeisn’'t an either/or thing:
Either therearethornsor thereareflowers. There
areboth.

In away, living large recreates the times we
clomped around in our mother’s high heels and
pretended that a prince had come over for after-
noon tea. You get to feel like someone other than
yourself. Itiswhy, | think, wespend ungodly sums
onweddings. For that oneday, weareroyalty. We
splurge on champagne and shrimp and hotel ball-
rooms. We wear gowns and tuxedos. We spend
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more on fresh flowersthan we arelikely to spend
therest of our lives.

Nowonder somany of usremember our wedding
day asthehappiest of our lives. Wouldit have been
so0 had we skipped the satin shoes and crab appe-
tizersand eloped to Reno?

Whenwearrived homefromtheinn, my sonwas
till grappling with his state report on Hawaii and
thefirst-of-the-monthbill swerestill stacked onthe
counter and the frying pan from the weekend's
breakfast was still on the stove. I'd like to say |
looked around and concluded that this was true
happinessafter all. | didn’t. At least not at that mo-
ment. Oh, | dothink that. Of course. But | kept pic-
turingtheterraceoverl ookingthevineyardsandthe
endless supply of towels in the bathroom and the
crisp white pillowcase. My birthday, | thought, is
just five months away.

Joan Ryanisa columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her in care of this
newspaper or send her e-mail at joanryan-
@sfgate.com.

berry’s world
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