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People gather to learn about storms

SPOTTERS, from Page 1

nadoes, damaging straight-line
windsand large hail.

During abreak, door prizeswere
given away, which included a
weather radioandraingauge, among
other items.

RobertaBretz, whoworkswiththe
American Red Cross, showed ashort
video called “Project Safeside” that
wasput together by theWeather Chan-
nel and Red Cross. Thevideo showed
howtodevelopaplanandbeprepared
for severewesther or disasters.

Bretz handed out pamphlets on
making afamily disaster supplieskit
anddevel opingafamily disaster plan.

Asforsupplies, shesaid, therearesix
basi csyoushould stock inyour home.
They arewater, food, first aidkit, tools
and emergency supplies, clothing and
bedding and specia items.

Therearefour stepsto safety when
developingadisaster plan. First, find
out what could happen to you; sec-
ond, create a disaster plan; third,
complete a checklist; and fourth,
practice and maintain your plan.

Lynott told how tornadoes are
rated from FO to F5 on the Fujita
Tornado Intensity Scale.

P

Roberta Bretz with the American Red Cross talked with people at
the storm spotters meeting Thursday night before showing a short

video on being prepared for disasters.
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He showed video clips of ator-
nadowhichoccurred about 10 miles
south of Bird City on June 29 and
othersinthestate.

Hetold about threedifferent torna-
does, whichincludeane ephant trunk
or stove pipe, wedge or rope.

“May isthe month for the most

tornadoes,” he said.

Lynott also talked about the dan-
gersof flooding and lightning.

Hetold peopl etorespect thepower
of water. If you' recloseenoughtohear
the thunder during a storm, he said,
you' re close enough to be struck by
lightning.

Hospital strives to Improve

HOSPITAL, from Page 1

$36,965, thenet lossfor February was
$11,425, about $2,000 less than ex-
pected.

Taking the loss from February, the
firsttwomonthsshow anetlossfor the
hospital of $5,003, which is $26,824
under budget, and $161,000 less than
thefirst two months of last year when
thenet losswas $171,885.

“We continuetolook at waystoim-
prove our performance and are doing
things differently than before,” Laue
Said.

Mary Ann Elliott reported that Ru-
ral Health Venturesisworkingwith Dr.
David Younger of Burlington about
providing services as afamily physi-
cianandthey expect himtohaveoffice
hoursacoupledays each week begin-

Witness says

TOPEKA (AP) — Residential cus-
tomerseffectively paid morethanonce
for overpriced natural gasinthe1980s
because other users passed the higher
costs along or wrote them off, a state
official testified.

The testimony came as the Kansas
Corporation Commission resumed
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ninginMay. Elliott saidtherearesome
minor detail sabout medical insurance
because heisfrom Colorado. She be-
lievesthesearebeing worked out with
thestateinsuranceand medical boards.

Penny Nemecheck reported on the
status of the day care grant the hospi-
tal applied for about six months ago.
Shesaidthestate Department of Social
and Rehabilitation Serviceshasaspe-
cial day care fund and she was sur-
prised when they called in January
about the grant and afew weeks | ater
shereceived notification that the cen-
ter had received $43,268.

She said the hospital has accepted
thegrant offer andwasreportingtothe
board about the possible location for
thefacility. Shesaid they havelooked
at several, and are considering the
former Victory Baptist Church build-

ing near North School.

The board was reviewing detail s of
theoperationandtheinformationfrom
thereal estate agent. Nemecheck saic
the day carewould not be exclusively
for hospital employees.

Theboard approved improvements
tothehospital emergency generator tc
bring it up to date at acost of $7,300.

The board also discussed changing
toaspecially sized bed for swing bec
rooms and decided to buy a 60-inch-
wide bed rather than the current 48
inch. Theboard approved purchase of
the bed, but delayed the actual date
until the $8,000 can be saved up.

With anumber of closed sessionsto
discuss personnel, the meeting ad-
journed at 11:25 p.m. The next meet-
ing will be 6:30 p.m., Monday, April
23, inthe board room at the hospital .

customers deserve refund

hearingsWednesday onhowtodistrib-
uteabout $37 millionfromasettlement
with natural gas producers.

The settlement stemmed from a
1997 finding by federal regulatorsthat
producersimproperly passed property
taxesalongto consumers— bothresi-
dential and business customers — in
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the mid-1980s.

Joe White, a certified public ac-
countant and KCC utilities supervi-
sor, testifiedin support of theagency’'s
plantodistributethemoney tocertain
residential customers who earn too
much to qualify for utility assistance
programs.

Combined ratesare
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- Home repairs
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+ We mow lawns
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+ We sell parts for small engines and lawn mowers

* We fertilize lawns

+ We sell Honda Power Equipment

*» Mowers - Roto Tillers - Generators
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+ Chain Saws & String Trimmers

* We sell New Engines for Lawn
Mowers, Roto Tillers, etc.

» Fertilizer is purchased from us, we apply it FREE

Remember we SERVICE what we sell!
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ROYAL OIL COMPANY

FT. WORTH, TEXAS

1/800-332-1926

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS SINCE 1926
HEAVY DUTY LUBRICANTS - INDUSTRIAL ROOF COATINGS

Wayne Luckert
502 Co. Rd. L * Brewster, Kan. 67732 » (785) 694-2755

We'll always be there for you.
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www.shelterinsurance.com
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