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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:13 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:24 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:14 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 48 degrees
+ Humidity 93 percent
* Sky cloudy
+ Winds south 4 mph
* Barometer 29.94 inches

and falling

* Record High 86° (1932)
* Record Low 18° (1945)

Last 24 Hours*

High 53°
Low 40°
Precipitation 0.03 inch

Northwest Kansas Forecast
Tonight: Mostly cloudy, 30 percent
chance of thunderstorms, low 45-50,
south wind 15-25 mph. Tomorrow:
Partly cloudy, 70 percent chance of
thunderstorms, high mid 70s, low 35-
40, south wind 25-35 mph and gusty.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: dry, high 70. Sunday
and Monday: dry, high 60s, low 30s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Hospital administrator search slows

By Tom Betz

we have to respect that request. We do not have

Noon

Wheat — $2.74 bushel
Posted county price — $2.64
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $1.95 bushel
Posted county price — $1.85
Loan deficiency payment — 14¢
Milo — $3.12 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.80 bushel
Posted county price — $3.71
Loan deficiency payment — $1.19
Millet — $6.00 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $6.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $3.13
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $14 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

State forced
to cut budget

TOPEKA — Legidlators have
learned they will haveto cut more
than $185millionfromthebudget
recommendationsthey arecloseto
approving.

Accordingto new revenueesti-
mates Wednesday, the state will
collect $74 million less than pre-
viously expectedinthefiscal year
that endsJune30— and $111 mil-
lionlessthan earlier predicted for
fiscal 2002, which beginsJuly 1.

The new numbersreflected es-
timators' belief that thegrowth of
the Kansas economy is slowing.
Gov. Bill Graves and legislators
had expected some bad news, but
the numbers stunned many of
them.

Thenumberswererel easedjust
hoursafter theHousevoted 94-29
to approve a compromise $9.11
billionspendingbill containingthe
bulk of thestate' sfiscal 2002 bud-
get.

The Goodland Daily News
Hiring anew administrator for Goodland Re-
gional Medical Center is moving more slowly
than expected, board Chairman Doug Irvintold
thehospital board at Monday’ sregular meeting.
“We hopeto have adecision by Wednesday,”
Irvin said. “It is not moving as fast as we had
hoped, but wearestill workingonit. Our goal is
to have someonein placeby May 1, but wemay

not makethat.

“Right now we are in awaiting period. We
were asked to give the applicant sometime and

havethis concluded soon.

asking what is happening.”

chief financia officer.

year,” Lauesaid. “Wearealittleahead of budget,

and hope things continue thi

any additional meetings scheduled and hopeto
“Weknow everyoneisinterested; everyoneis
Under theinterim managers, though, February

was another good month for the hospital, said
Andy Laue, head of the management team and

on budget by the end of the year.

fewer patients.”

Sway so we can be

“Weknow thesummer monthsarewhenwewill
really know how wearedoing, asusually wehave

L ooking at themonthly indicators, L aue noted
alargeincreaseintheaverage number of patients
onadaily basis, nearly 21 thisyear ascompared
toabout 11 last year.

“Yes, thiswas more like normal and helps get
theyear off toagood start,” hesaid. “ L ast winter
“We are encouraged by thefirst monthsof the wasunusual and with thelow number of patients
it put usinadeep holeearly intheyear. Whilewe
don'tliketohavepeoplesick, itisthebusinessthat
helps us operate and the first months of the year

areusually someof our busiest.”
Thefiguresshow theincomefrom patient rev-

enue was $902,496, about $82,000 ahead of the

budget for February. Total operating revenuewas
up by $41,585 to $643,846.

However, withtheincreased patient | oad come
increased expenses, which were up $30,797 tc
$692,236. Thisresultedinal ossfrom operations
of $48,390 for the month, however this was
$10,788 | ess than expected under the budget.

After including the non-operating revenue of
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By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Now that theK-27 projectisunder-
way and the highway is closed north
of the city, Sherman County Sheriff
Doug Whitson istrying to find ways
to handle traffic problems on the lo-
cal accessroads.

Whitson told the Sherman County
commissioners at their meeting Fri-
day he has not been able to find any
statelaw whichwouldallow theK an-
sas Highway Patrol to help keep big
trucks off the county roads.

HesaidbothheandLt. KevinWin-
ston, areasupervisor for thepatrol , had
beenlooking, butit appearsthat since
thecounty roadshavenot beendesig-
nated asanofficial statedetours, there
isno authority for troopersto stopin-
dependent truckers on these roads.

Large commercial trucking firms
are regulated by the Kansas Com-
merce Commission and most follow
designated routes. If one of these are
found on a non-designated road, he
said, they can beticketed.

The patrol does have authority to
enforceother trafficlawson any pub-
lic street or road, Whitson said, and
troopers can write tickets to drivers
with vehiclesthat are overweight for
posted bridges.

“We are mostly concerned about
speeding and overweight truckscross-
ing the bridges on these roads,”

Frank Miller of Bridges Inc. of Newton removed dirt Monday afternoon
from underneath the first bridge north of Goodland as work continues

Highway closing causes traffic problems

on K-27. The bridge will be widened to provide more space for traffic.
Photos by Janet Craft/The Goodland Daily News
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Concrete guardrails have already

been removed from the first bridge

north of Goodland, which will be widened.

Whitsonsaid. “ Thelarger trucksalso
tend to blow the gravel off the roads
and break down the road condition.
The accepted speed limit is55 under
statelaw unlessotherwiseposted. We
got onethe other day for doing 81.”

With the assistance of the patrol,
Whitson saysthey will try tobeonthe
road asmuch aspossible.

Under Sheriff Kevin Butts said he

had been traveling the access roads
and had not seen very many trucksso
far. Hesaidthat if aindependent truck
is found on the road which may be
overweight for the posted bridges,
they will have to escort the driver to
Goodlandandtakethemtoacertified
scale.

“1 think thebiggest problemwill be
with speed,” Butts said. He said that

sofar, therehad been oneaccident on
the access roads, and that speed was
possibly involved.

Whitson said he has had several
complaintsabout high speedsonthe
roads, and that another complaint is
that at least three windshields have
beenbrokenby flyingrocksfromthe
speeding vehicles.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede asked
if the bridges are posted with the
weight limits.

Whitsonsaid asfar asheknows, all
the bridges in the detour area are
postedfor maximumweight, and that
sinceacontractor hastornout abridge
northof thecity, therearenct asmany
vehiclestryingtodrivenorthonK-27.
Henotedthat thoselivingalongK-27
south of where the bridge has been
removed continuetousethehighway,
and he expectsthat to continue until
theactual road reconstructionbegins.

Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
asked if the detours appear to bein
drivable condition. Butts said he
thought the road wasin good condi-
tion, and that the county crew had
beenworking onitwhenhewasthere
Thursday.

Oneof the local accessroutesisto
drivewest on Eighth Street to County
Road 17; north to Road 74; west a
mile to Road 15; north to Road 80;
and then north on Lawn Ridge Road
straight into St. Francis.

Volunteers trained to spot tornadoes, storms

By Janet Craft
The Goodland Daily News
Morethan 60 peoplegathered Thurs-
day night at theNational GuardArmory
to learn about tornadoes and other se-
vereweather from aGoodland meteo-
rologist.
KevinLynott, weather coordination
meteorologist from the National
Weather Service Office. spoke at the

storm-spotter training session.

Lynott said he conductsthesetrain-
ing sessionsinthespringinthe19 coun-
tiesin the Goodland office’s warning
area.

He said overall, the crowds have
been very good at these sessions and
thiswasthehighest turnout hehasseen
in Sherman County in the three years
he has been here.

Lynott focused ontheimportanceof
storm spotters in helping the weather
service warn the public of dangerous
stormsor tornadoes.

He said the Doppler radar can miss
somethings. Theradar scans horizon-
tally at different angles, but can’t go
straight upinthesky, hesaid, soitcan't
pick up storms directly overhead. If a
stormisalongway off, thebeamtends

toovershoot and may misswhat’sat or
near the ground.

He told the spotters about the four
different typesof stormscommonhere,
including squall lines, bow echoes,
microburstsand supercells.

Supercells, thestrongest andlongest
lasting type of storm, can producetor-

See SPOTTERS, Page 7

See HOSPITAL, Page 7

China
demands

apology

Officials to question
24 crew members

By John Leicester

Associated Press Writel

BEIJING — Chinawelcomed Am-
erican expressions of regret over the
lossof aChinesepilotinacollisionwith
aU.S. spy plane and quashed a small
protest outsidetheU.S. Embassy today,
asign it wantsto rein in public anger
amid effortsto resolvetensions.

Still, Beljing stuck by itsdemandfor
afull U.S. apology and took atougher
line on the detained crew of the spy
plane, calling them lawbreakers and
saying they would remainin Chinafor
guestioning.

The White House appeared more
optimistic today, and spokesman Ari
Fleischer said diplomatswere*” heavily
engaged” in effortsto resolve the cri-
sis. Secretary of State Colin Powell, in
aletter to Beijing, reiterated U.S. con-
cern and regret for the death of a Chi-
nese pilot whose fighter collided with
theU.S. craft over the South ChinaSea,
asenior U.S. official said.

Chinareacted with amixture of en-
couragement and toughness, astrategy
designed to push the Americans to-
wardsafull apology and acceptanceof
wrongdoing. Only that, China main-
tains, will end the impasse. Washing-
tonrulesout anapology, sayingitscrew
did nothing wrong.

“The regret expressed by the U.S.
sideisastep in theright direction tc
solving this question,” said Foreign
Ministry spokesman Sun Yuxi, in re-
sponseto Powell’sfirst public expres-
sion of regret on Wednesday.

“Asforthenext stepinhandlingthis
issue, the key isfor the U.S. side to
adopt acooperative attitude, admit its
mistakesand makeaformal apology,”
Sunsaid.

Sungavenosignthat theU.S. Navy
EP-3E’s 24 crew members would be
released soon, despite warnings from
President Bush that Chinarisksunder-
mining relationsby continuingto hold
them. Sun said the collision was till
being investigated.

“The U.S. crew violated interna-
tional law,” Sunsaid.

Askedwhether the21 menandthree
women were being questioned, Sun
said: “ They have caused thisair colli-
sionincident and they also entered il-
legally into China'sairspace. Itisfully
natural for competent authorities in
Chinato questionthem about thisinci-
dent.”

Chinese President Jiang Zemin,
meanwhile, arrivedin Chiletoday, the
first stop on a 12-day visit to Latin
Americathat he began despitethecri-
siswiththe United States. Hewill a so
stop in Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil,
Venezuelaand Cuba.

Thecrew of theEP-3E hasbeenheld
onHainanidandintheSouth ChinaSes
sincemaking an emergency landing at
a Chinese military base there Sunday
after thecollision.

U.S. diplomats waiting on Hainan
have been granted just one meeting
with the crew and are pressing for an-
other. Sun said the crew was safe and
well and that China would consider
another visit “if the U.S. side takes &
cooperative approach.”

OnThursday, U.S. diplomatshanded
over books, magazines and snacks to
Chineseofficialsand assumedthat they
were delivered to the crew, said Mark
Canninag, one of the diplomats.



