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Thunderstorm research teams descend on high plains

Dana Sulsberger - = )
The Goodland Daily News i T |
The Severe Thunderstorm Electrifi | | E

cation and Precipitation Study
(STEPS) is well underway in its sec
ond week, with only one stormto spez

of so far. e —

STEPS bringstogether a unique cy s
mination of people, technologies, an \ f.

organizations. The program offers a
opportunity for education as well a
research.

The collection of various students
teachers and scientists involved in th
STEPS program are brought togeth
by aneedtolearn and a passionfort
weather that is apparent through the
work, and the stories they had to tell

Kale Franz, a recent high schoq .« .
graduate from Burlington, is coordi{s 8.
nating high school students to hel
with the project.

Franz organized 110 students
record data which they report back t

The “crews” that man the storm chasing vehicles field questions while gathered around their vehicles.

him throughout Kit Carson County i j . . e

Colorado. Franz is in charge of coo NOAAs (National Oceanic and Atmo-Weather Service in Goodland May wadWS.

dinating events and the volunteers a spheric Association) National Severene of the driest months on record Itis hard to say whether this dry s|
tivities, as well as checking data fol Storm Laboratory, Colorado Statacross the High Plains. will continue, but climatology on t

University, Los Alamos National With the rainfall in Goodland re-High Plains for early summer wol

accuracy. Franz saysthathe hasalways, .. . . . . .
¢ ! “Btellite inside the CSU-CHILL Radar Facility temporarily located in Laboratory, The New Mexico Institutecorded at only .50 inches, 2.99 inchesiggest that we will eventually ca

had a passion for the atmosphere.

Dave Bronkwell of Colorado State2!ington Colo. of Mining and Technology, the Souttbelow normal, this May is the secondp on rainfall. Precipitation totals
University began in Champagne |IlI. Photos by Dana Sulsbergrer / The Goodland Daily News - Dakota School of Mines and Technoldriest on record. The driest May odune should range from 3-4 inct
where the CHILL radar system origi- _ , , __ogy, Stanford University, and the Unirecord was in 1927. June is typically the most active mo
nated. (CHILL is the abbreviation fostudents from several colleges. by STEPS is a 3-D lightning mappingersity of Oklahoma. Crops, gardens, and lawns are beiigterms of severe weather. Only t

the University of Chicago and the Uni-_~\SO Used is the T-28 armored airsystem which will detect up t0 10,000 yhjle all the STEPS’ crew and volwatered more often as this dry speill tell, but the outlook through m
versity of lllinois who first developedCaft Puiltforflying into storms. It canenergy pulses per second to plot thteers wait with baited breath for aontinues, and the region is currentljune looks to have the area in at
and operated the radar unit.) withstand golf-ball sized hailstonesthree-dimensional distribution oftorm, there doesn't look to be one iim a mild drought according to thexormal temperatures and below |

e plane probes storms at altitudes bghtning. They also utilize the light-sjght. According to the NationalDrought Severity Index used at thenal precipitation.
C (\)/l\ghe;rghnekjvﬁfecgr;n eo \éffntg VGvirt?]eiltey; t0 20,000 feet. STEPS also uses twing detection networks which track g g g y precip

And now that the system has bee\%eatﬂer—galllloon vans which Iau_rlm_ﬁthe Ioc(;jano_rlm( and p(;)lﬁﬂt)(/:gfuc:c?ud—lto-
moved to Burlington hehasonceaga‘@‘eat er balloons into a storm. Thground strikes and the CSU atpalf .
alloons transmit wind speeds anantenna network to quantify intraclou B ndal
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foI'IAc|>|vvefciﬁlong.t . d | ther vital data back to one of the radischarges. . O\
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better understanding of the makeup of C ’ ) ) X

est research effort to date focused A Butler $4150
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cipitation structure of a storm, stor ; HoME FURNISHINGS SixCE oo
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manned by volunteers and Gradua 7 & DO A A

Readyto explore ..~z We can connect
thewideworld 5z @&\ you tonight...
orthe Web? 5% "SR/ not nextweek!

What do you have to do?

nwkansas.com is your key to the Internet. We : ; Infinite variety on the ‘Net
offer reliable service, fast modems and full access to \ " There’s a whole new world waiting out there.
the Internet, the World Wide Web and E-mail all in one Whatever you’re interested in, the Internet, with its
package for one low monthly fee*. We have reliable ' millions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time of
customer service from to help you get connected, and plenty of lines day, art, archives, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,
to take your calls. We are the local Internet Service Provider with someone has put it on the Internet.
people who can answer your questions. In most cases, you can be Use it for business. Use it for school. Use
hooked up today. We have the latest, fastest modems, and plenty of it for pleasure. Use it just to find out what’s
lines to answer your call. (We try to keep our customer ratio at 8 to 1.) out there. Pick a topic and search the entire

World Wide Web for it ... in just seconds.
*Special rate offer E-mail for fun and profit

With a payment of $99.80 (four months base service) we E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive.
give you a month free service and no set-up fee ($19.96 per From your computer, you can send and

) receive messages anywhere in the
month average rate. We are offering an annual rate of $198 world . . . for no charge . . . once you

($16.50 per month average). have an Internet connection.
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Local Tech Support « Same-Day Connection* « Friendly People to Help

The Goodland Daily News* 1205 Main, Goodland, Kansas, 67735+ 785 899-2

*In most cases; we’ll try anyway.
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