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Direct deposit best for victims
Abigail
Van Buren

•Dear Abby

DEAR ABBY: During this diffi-
cult time in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina, we are doing everything in
our power to reach out to those who
have been affected. We are working
with people to make sure their So-
cial Security money gets to them on
time, so they will have one less thing
to worry about.

The best way to do this is by di-
rect deposit into a bank or credit
union account.

A simple action like signing up for
direct deposit offers some much-
needed peace of mind. Direct de-
posit is completely predictable. It
gives people access to their money
wherever they are, whenever they
need it. It also means no lost or sto-
len checks because the payment
goes straight into a person’s ac-
count.

The U.S. Department of the Trea-
sury and the Federal Reserve Bank,
as part of our Go Direct campaign,
are encouraging all people —
whether affected by the hurricane or
not — to use direct deposit.

— DICK GREGG, COMMIS-
SIONER, FINANCIAL MAN-

AGEMENT SERVICE, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF THE

TREASURY
DEAR MR. GREGG: I’m

pleased to help you spread this
important and timely message.
With so many people having been
displaced by the recent natural
disaster in the Southeast, your Go
Direct program will ease consid-
erable logistical problems in get-
ting their money to them. This is
a prudent way for all Americans
to be prepared in case of a disas-
ter.

To sign up for direct deposit,
please call toll-free: (800) 333-
1795 (English and Espanol).
People are on the phones waiting
to help you. For more informa-
tion, you can also visit
www.GoDirect.org.

DEAR ABBY: I am from the
South and have lived in Colorado for
five years, but I still have a deep

Southern accent. My problem con-
cerns a woman who works at our
local grocery store. Every time I
shop there, she responds to me by
mocking my accent in a very exag-
gerated manner.

Last week, I asked her to please
not do it anymore because it hurts
my feelings.

She said she does it because she
thinks I talk funny and it makes her
laugh. Should I just find another
store? This is really bothering me.

— DAUGHTER OF THE
SOUTH, AURORA, COLO.

DEAR DAUGHTER: Abso-
lutely find another establishment
in which to spend your money —
but before you do, have a little
chat with the manager of the store
and explain why you’re taking
your business elsewhere. His em-
ployee appears to have left her
brains in the deep freeze, because
her actions are inexcusable.

DEAR ABBY: For most of this
year I have been battling a drug and
alcohol addiction. I am only 14, but
I have managed to almost com-
pletely stop both — but on my bad
days I fall right back in.

I would have the strength to stop
if it wasn’t for my best friend,
“Stella.” Stella helped me deal with
my parents’ divorce and a near-sui-
cide attempt. I got her into alcohol.
I have tried to stop, but she is always
dragging me back into it.

Please tell me what to do. I don’t
want to lose Stella as a friend, but I
can’t keep damaging my life.

— LOST IN CONFUSION,
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

DEAR LOST: One of the keys
to staying sober is cutting your ties
with people who “enable” you to
fall off the wagon. Your health and

sobriety depend upon your devel-
oping friendships with kids who
stay clean. You and Stella may be
best friends, but right now you’re
not good for each other.

You say Stella “saved your life.”
Well, you now have an opportu-
nity to save hers. Do that by tell-
ing Stella’s mother than she is
abusing alcohol. Plan on the fact
that your friend won’t like it, but
please don’t chicken out. It’s the
most direct way to ensure that
she’ll get the help she needs.

DEAR ABBY: My co-workers
and I got into an interesting discus-
sion today. The topic: What would
you do as far as burial is concerned
if your spouse passed away and you
remarried? Everyone had a different
opinion.

I have been married to my hus-
band for 26 years. If something were
to happen to him and I remarried,
where would I be buried?

 I would feel as if I were betray-
ing both husbands if I chose one over
the other. What is your opinion, and
is there a “correct” answer to this?

— AURORA FROM MIL-
WAUKEE

DEAR AURORA: There is no
one “correct” answer to that ques-
tion. What is right for one couple
may not be right for another.
Some widows (and widowers) re-
marry with the understanding
that he or she will be buried with
the first spouse.

The logical and primary reason
is that this will give the children
from the first marriage one place
to pay respects to both parents.
Also, it’s not uncommon for cem-
etery plots to be purchased years
in advance.

However, because you would
feel as if you were betraying both
of your husbands if you chose to
be buried with one over the other,
allow me to offer a suggestion: Ask
that your remains be cremated
and divided equally between both
husbands, providing it is all right
with whoever survives you.

Bridge

 Famous Hand
Today’s deal was published Sept. 24, 1945,

in the Glasgow (Scotland) Evening Citizen.
It was the first of a series of 8,793 daily col-
umns Albert Benjamin wrote for that news-
paper before it folded many years later due
to financial troubles.

The deal arose in a team-of-four match. At
three of the four tables where it was played,
the contract was five diamonds, which made
easily. But at the fourth table, where the bid-
ding went as shown, South got to three
notrump, and West led the king of hearts.
This presented South with a thorny problem,
since a natural block in the diamond suit
made it unlikely that he could cash six dia-
mond tricks even if the missing diamonds
were divided 2-1.

The temptation to lead a low diamond at
trick two and finesse the nine is strong, but
also very dangerous. True, in the actual case
this method of play succeeds, but the fact is
that it offers declarer roughly a 50 percent
chance for the contract.

There is a much better line of play avail-
able, one that gives declarer better than a 3-
to-1 shot to get home safely. South’s best play
at trick two is to lead the queen of spades and
discard the nine of diamonds from dummy!

This play is certain to succeed if the miss-
ing diamonds are divided 2-1, which occurs
in 78 deals out of 100. The queen-of-spades
lead at trick two is therefore clearly the per-
centage play.

In the actual case, East wins the queen with
the king and probably returns a heart. Even-
tually, declarer plays dummy’s ace of dia-
monds followed by the jack to his king. Then
comes the ace of spades, on which dummy’s
ten of diamonds is discarded, allowing South
to cash the 8-7-6-5 of diamonds and make the
contract.

Tomorrow: How to go from A to Z.
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