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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

| ENTOYED GOING BACK TO
MTIGWAKI. THE FIRST

NIGHT,WE UN- V%
PACKED AND GOT A ")
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For Better or Worse ® Lynn Johnston

THE BLUEBERRIES UP NORTH
ARE SMALL,BUT DELICIOUS.
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LOCAL LADIES TO SEE IF WE
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WE SHOULD WATCH oUT.
| SEE SIENS OF BEAR.

SIGNS? | DON'T

——— ANY SIGNS]

SEE MAKE suzstéou DON'T

STEP INO

Garfield = Jim Davis

OH, SURE...
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> TIME OF
WIS LIFE!!

I CAN'T FIND THE MULDOON AND THAT WHAT ARE OH, A FUNNY z
CONTRACT ANYWHERE IN 5| DUNDERHEAD ) (), yOU SMILING THOUGHT
BUMSTEAD'S MESSY DESK! ) || |5 IN HAWAIl : JUST CROSSED
HAVING THE o MY MIND
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THE GENERAL BUT GET BACK QUICK. | | 5CISS0ORS?2/
NEEPS HIS I HAVE A TON OF THAT'LL TAKE
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STUFF FOR YOU TO DO
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THAT PIE WAS DELICIOUS!
I'M GONNA GET ANOTHER
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Saturday’s Cryptoquip: [F AN EATING

IS MADE ESPECIALLY FOR
ADOLESCENTS, I'D CALL IT A PRO-TEEN DIET.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals L

Direct depo

DEARABBY: During thisdiffi-
cult time in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina, wearedoing everythingin
our power toreach out tothosewho
havebeen affected. Weareworking
with people to make sure their So-
cial Security money getstothemon
time, sothey will haveonelessthing
toworry about.

The best way to do thisisby di-
rect deposit into a bank or credit
union account.

A simpleactionlikesigningupfor
direct deposit offers some much-
needed peace of mind. Direct de-
posit is completely predictable. It
gives peopl e accessto their money
wherever they are, whenever they
needit. It alsomeansnolost or sto-
len checks because the payment
goes straight into a person’s ac-
count.

TheU.S. Department of the Trea-
sury andthe Federal ReserveBank,
aspart of our Go Direct campaign,
are encouraging all people —
whether affected by thehurricaneor
not — to use direct deposit.

— DICK GREGG, COMMIS-
SIONER, FINANCIAL MAN-
AGEMENT SERVICE, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF THE
TREASURY

DEAR MR. GREGG: I'm
pleased to help you spread this
important and timely message.
With somany peoplehavingbeen
displaced by therecent natural
disaster intheSoutheast, your Go
Direct program will ease consid-
erablelogistical problemsin get-
ting their money tothem. Thisis
aprudent way for all Americans
tobeprepared in case of adisas-
ter.

To sign up for direct deposit,
please call toll-free: (800) 333-
1795 (English and Espanol).
Peopleareon the phoneswaiting
to help you. For more informa-
tion, you can also visit
www.GoDir ect.or g.

DEAR ABBY: | am from the
SouthandhavelivedinColoradofor
five years, but | still have a deep

Bridge

North dealer.
East-West vulnerable.

bigail
VVan Buren

_Sit best fo

r victims

sobriety depend upon your devel-
oping friendships with kids wha
stay clean. You and Stellamay be
best friends, butright nowyou're

Southern accent. My problem con-
cerns a woman who works at our
local grocery store. Every time |
shop there, she responds to me by
mocking my accentinavery exag-
gerated manner.

Last week, | asked her to please
not do it anymore because it hurts
my feelings.

She said she does it because she
thinks| talk funny and it makes her
laugh. Should I just find another
store? Thisisreally bothering me.

— DAUGHTER OF THE
SOUTH, AURORA, COLO.

DEAR DAUGHTER: Abso-
lutelyfind another establishment
in which to spend your money —
but before you do, have a little
chat withthemanager of thestore
and explain why you're taking
your businesselsewhere. Hisem-
ployee appear s to have left her
brainsinthedeep freeze, because
her actionsareinexcusable.

DEAR ABBY: For most of this
year | havebeen battling adrug and
alcohol addiction. | amonly 14, but
| have managed to almost com-
pletely stop both— but on my bad
days| fal right back in.

| would have the strength to stop
if it wasn't for my best friend,
“Stella.” Stellahel pedmedeal with
my parents’ divorceand anear-sui-
cideattempt. | got her into alcohal.
| havetriedtostop, but sheisalways
dragging meback intoit.

Pleasetell mewhat to do. | don't
want tolose Stellaasafriend, but |
can't keep damaging my life.

— LOST IN CONFUSION,
JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

DEAR LOST: Oneof thekeys
tostayingsober iscuttingyour ties
with peoplewho “ enable” you to
fall off thewagon. Your healthand

not good for each other.

®Dear Abby YousayStella“savedyour life”

Well, you now have an opportu-
nity to save hers. Do that by tell-
ing Stella’s mother than sheis
abusing alcohol. Plan on thefact
that your friend won’t likeit, but
pleasedon’t chicken out. It’sthe
most direct way to ensure that
she'll get thehelp sheneeds.

DEAR ABBY: My co-workers
and | got into aninteresting discus-
sion today. The topic: What would
you do asfar asburial isconcerned
if your spousepassed away and you
remarried?Everyonehadadifferent
opinion.

| have been married to my hus-
bandfor 26 years. If somethingwere
to happen to him and | remarried,
wherewould | be buried?

| would feel asif | were betray-
ing bothhusbandsif | choseoneover
theother. What i syour opinion, anc
istherea“correct” answer to this?
—AURORA FROM MIL-
WAUKEE

DEAR AURORA: Thereisnc
one“ correct” answer tothat ques-
tion. What isright for onecouple
may not be right for another.
Somewidows(and widower ) re-
marry with the under standing
that heor shewill beburied with
thefirst spouse.

Thelogical and primaryreason
isthat thiswill givethe children
fromthefir st marriageoneplace
to pay respectsto both parents.
Also, it’snot uncommon for cem-
etery plotstobepurchased year
in advance.

However, because you would
feel asif you werebetrayingboth
of your husbandsif you chosetc
beburiedwith oneover theother,
allowmetooffer asuggestion: Ask
that your remains be cremated
and divided equally between both
husbands, providingitisall right
with whoever survivesyou.
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“You can tell the guys | got in trouble.

Just don’t say | was crying.”

Opening lead — king of hearts.

FamousHand
Today’ sdeal waspublished Sept. 24,1945,
inthe Glasgow (Scotland) Evening Citizen.
It wasthefirst of aseriesof 8,793 daily col-
umnsAlbert Benjaminwrotefor that news-
paper beforeit folded many yearslater due

tofinancial troubles.

Thedeal aroseinateam-of-four match. At
three of thefour tableswhereit was played,
thecontract wasfivediamonds, whichmade
easily. But at thefourthtable, wherethebid-
ding went as shown, South got to three
notrump, and West led the king of hearts.
Thispresented Southwithathorny problem,
since a natural block in the diamond suit
made it unlikely that he could cash six dia-
mond tricks even if the missing diamonds

weredivided 2-1.

The temptation to lead alow diamond at
trick two and finesse the nineis strong, but
alsovery dangerous. True, intheactual case
thismethod of play succeeds, but thefactis
that it offers declarer roughly a 50 percent

chancefor the contract.

Thereisamuch better line of play avail-
able, onethat givesdeclarer better thana3-
to-1shottoget homesafely. South’sbest play
attrick twoistolead thequeen of spadesand
discard the nine of diamondsfrom dummy!

Thisplay iscertaintosucceedif themisss T T
ingdiamondsaredivided 2-1, which occurs
in78 dealsout of 100. The queen-of-spades
lead at trick twoisthereforeclearly the per-

centageplay.

Intheactua case, Eastwinsthequeenwith
thekingand probably returnsaheart. Even-
tually, declarer plays dummy’s ace of dia-
mondsfollowed by thejack tohisking. Then
comestheaceof spades, onwhichdummy’s
tenof diamondsisdiscarded, allowing South
tocashthe8-7-6-50f diamondsand makethe

contract.

Tomorrow: How togofromAto Z.
(c)2005 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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