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A Colby native who has worked 
for several Kansas politicians re-
turned Tuesday night to talk about 
the role of social media in the po-
litical process.

Leroy Towns spoke on “The 
Race for Kansas Governor: Elec-
tions in a Social Media World” as 
part of the Colby Community Col-
lege Max Pickerell lecture series.

In his lecture to about 50 peo-
ple at the college’s Cultural Arts 
Center, he described how even 
politicians use social websites like 
Facebook and Twitter. Afterwards 
he said he loves social media, but 
added that using it has some un-
expected effects which have not 
been studied in detail yet, and it 
has certainly changed politics for 
the worse.

“That means you citizens have 
lost power,” he told the audience.

With widespread distrust of tra-
ditional news sources, more and 
more people get their information 
about the world they live in from 
other places. That means Kansans 
are living in two worlds: the real 
world and the world of politics, 
Towns said, which “no one under-
stands and everybody hates.”

Television news is in trouble 
in this country and “print news is 
done,” said Towns, who worked 
summer jobs for the Colby Free 
Press in the early 60s and went on 
to become a political reporter for 
the Topeka Capital Journal and 
then Harris newspapers. He pre-
dicted all newspapers will die out, 
with small town papers going last.

Only 10 percent of Kansas vot-
ers, he said, get their informa-
tion from traditional newspapers. 
Twice as many get their informa-
tion from cable television, the 
same number use broadcast news 
and 22 percent go to the Internet. 
Only a quarter of conservative 
voters in the state use Fox News 
as their source of information.

Meanwhile, the number of peo-
ple using social media is higher 
than it ever was. If Facebook were 
a country, he said it would be the 
third biggest in the world, with 1.2 

billion citizens.
“I can hear students thinking 

great, we now have hundreds of 
places to get news,” Towns said.

But even with that new technol-
ogy, many students in his classes 
have never heard famous speeches 
by past American presidents. One 
female student of his had no un-
derstanding of the women’s rights 
movement.

Political groups can now buy 
ads on Google or Facebook that 
are targeted to users in a specific 
area. They pay the websites based 
on how many times a person 
clicks on or “likes” the ad. For 
$2,000 or $3,000, an ad will stay 
on the website for several months.

Those political groups also de-
liver political messages straight 
to the people with social media, 
he said, allowing them to send out 
unverified assertions, bypassing 
the traditional political reporters 
who used to check the facts behind 
what they said. The number of 
news statements sent to the pub-
lic from journalists has dropped to 
around 25 percent, he said.

“The messages all sides send us 
are increasingly shrill and polariz-
ing,” Towns said.

This lets people live with their 
own biases, he added, listening 
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Designs and plans for a new Thomas County ju-
dicial complex will be helped along by a soon-to-
be-formed criminal justice strategic planning group, 
Thomas County commissioners decided at their 

Monday meeting.
Commissioner Mike Baughn presented a written 

plan for the proposed group, including its members 
and deadlines.

Although the commissioners had agreed during a 
December meeting to form a committee, Baughn’s 
proposal was the first detailed plan presented.

At last week’s meeting, the commissioners unani-

mously voted to put their efforts behind a jail and 
court complex that does not include non-court of-
fices currently housed in the county courthouse.

The new complex will likely include a jail, law 
enforcement headquarters, court services offices, a 
courtroom and other judicial services.

Baughn said the preliminary plan for the complex 
needs a new configuration and more details, along 

with projected operational costs, staffing require-
ments, a location and more. Baughn said a planning 
group, which he thinks should be open to the public, 
can address these issues and provide recommenda-
tions to the commissioners.

He also mentioned the need to develop a timeline 

The Kansas Children’s Service 
League is looking for one child 
from each county to help them 
promote April as child abuse pre-
vention month.

The organization plans to take 
a photograph called “105 Reasons 
to Prevent Child Abuse” by hav-
ing one child from each county 
stand in his county on the state 
Capitol Building’s county map.

The league asked each county’s 
commissioners to appoint one 
child as the county’s represen-
tative, and the Thomas County 

commissioners have accepted the 
challenge.

County Commissioner Mike 
Baughn, with the help of County 
Clerk Shelly Harms, is searching 
for a volunteer between the ages 
of 3 and 5 who wants to travel to 
Topeka for the photo shoot.

No travel expenses are autho-
rized for the child, but each child 
will receive a T-shirt and lunch.

The commissioners also plan to 
pass a resolution at the end of Feb-
ruary to officially designate April 
as child abuse prevention month 
in Thomas County.

For information or to nominate 
your child, call Harms at 460-
4500 or Baughn at 694-2278.

Group to spearhead judicial complex

Faces take on life in studio

Politics change 
as media alters

Photo shoot 
looking for kid

Art professor Joel 
Dugan of Fort Hays 
State University was 
here for Studio Friday 
last week at Colby 
Community College, 
talking about painting 
portraits and chatting 
with students and 
local artists. Dugan 
and Mike Knutson, 
an adjunct profes-
sor at Fort Hays 
(above) used Taryn 
Lee, a Colby college 
sophomore as their 
afternoon model. Fri-
day morning, Dugan 
first demonstrated 
his technique on Dr. 
Greg Nichols, the col-
lege’s vice president 
of academic affairs. 
Fort Hays graduate 
student Katherine 
Perez (bottom right) 
was one who came 
to watch and learn, 
along with Connie 
Davis (below, left) 
and Alice Wolf.
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Leroy Towns



National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with 

a low around 23. South wind 10 
to 15 mph becoming west after 
midnight. 

Thursday: Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 53. West wind 
around 10 mph. 

Thursday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 28. 
West wind around 10 mph. 

Friday: Sunny, with a high 
near 47. Northwest wind 10 to 
15 mph becoming southwest in 
the afternoon. 

Friday Night: Partly cloudy, 
with a low around 31.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with 
a high near 56.

Saturday Night: Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 31.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a 
high near 62.

Sunday Night: A slight 
chance of rain and snow. Partly 
cloudy, with a low around 34. 
Chance of precipitation is 20 
percent.

Washington’s Birthday: A 
20 percent chance of rain. Most-
ly sunny, with a high near 54.

Monday Night: Mostly clear, 
with a low around 31.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high 
near 63.

Monday: High, 20; Low 7
Tuesday: High, 37; Low 16
Precip: Monday 0.Trace
 Tuesday 0.None
 Month: 0.11 inches
 Year:   0.41 inches
 Normal:  0.93 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset

Thursday 7:39 a.m. 6:19 p.m.
Moon on 13 February:   waxing, 

gibbous with 98 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Area/State

The deadline for Briefly is noon the day before. Items submitted in the 
morning will be set up for the following day, space available. The deadline 
for Monday’s paper is noon Friday.

Murder mystery tickets on sale now
The 10th annual murder mystery at the Pioneer Memorial Library will 

be “Dead 2 Rights.” For $25 per person, you can help solve a murder while 
dining in style. Doors open at 6 p.m. Saturday, March 1. Seating is limited, 
but tickets are available now. For information, call the library at 460-4470.

Food allergies topic of Thursday meeting
“Food Allergy Facts of Life,” a K-State Research and Extension pro-

gram, will be presented from noon to 1 p.m. Thursday at the Thomas Coun-
ty Office Complex meeting room. The speaker will be Amy Lorenzen, a 
Golden Prairie Extension District agent. Feel free to bring your lunch to 
eat during the program. 

College sets meeting on nursing program
Colby Community College invites all students interested in its nursing 

program to a free session at 1 p.m. next Wednesday in the Health Sciences 
Building, room 809. The deadline to apply for the Level I (licensed prac-
tical nurse) program is Saturday, March 15. For information, call Marie 
Wolkomir at 460-4797. 

Foundation to serve pulled pork Thursday
The Thomas County Community Foundation will have having a fund-

raising pulled-pork dinner from 5:30 to 8 p.m. on Thursday at the Com-
munity Building. Make a donation, get a meal, and get a one-time discount 
on your membership. This night only, Friends of the Foundation annual 
membership will be $20 instead of $25 and business membership will be 
$40 instead of $50. For information, call Executive Director Melinda Ol-
son at 460-9152.

Genesis annual meeting to be Feb. 20
The annual meeting of the Genesis-Thomas County Inc. food bank will 

be at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 20, in the meeting room at the Thomas 
County Office Complex, 350 S. Range Ave. in Colby. All are welcome to 
attend to hear more about the food bank operations. For information, con-
tact Wynn Duffey at 462-5388.

Church to offer parenting classes, free food
Colby Wesleyan Church is offering “Parenting with Love and Logic” 

classes at 9:30 a.m. Sunday mornings at the ministry center. Free child 
care is available, and a free hot breakfast will be served beginning at 9 a.m. 
Contact Pastor Gene Rothfuss at 462-8391 to sign up.

Book Fair planned at Colby schools
The Colby Public Schools Book Fair for grade school and middle school 

will continue from 2 to 8 p.m. Thursday in the Grade School Library. For 
information, call the school at 460-5100.

Rotary to serve soup at Tuesday game
Colby Rotary Club will have a soup supper Tuesday at the Community 

Building during the Colby High School varsity basketball game against 
Goodland. Make a donation and enjoy chili or turkey noodle soup. Money 
will go to various community projects. For information call Gary Adrian 
at 460-2931.

Cattle drive topic of Food for Thought
David Pabst will talk about his experiences recreating the Great Western 

Cattle Drive at noon on Thursday, Feb. 20, in the Prairie Museum of Art 
and History’s Food for Thought series. A light lunch will be served. The 
program is free but donations will be accepted. For information, call Ann 
Miner at 460-4590.

Sorority serving soup for school
Kappa Upsilon sorority will hold its annual soup supper to raise money 

for the Puddle Duck Preschool during the Colby High-Scott City basket-
ball games from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21, in the Community Build-
ing. The women will serve chili, chicken-noodle and vegetable-beef and 
desert for a donation. For information, call Amy Jennings at 460-2603.

Orchestra plans concert Feb. 23 at college
The Pride of the Prairie Orchestra will present “Dial ‘M’ for Music,” 

conducted by Beverly Rucker, at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 23, in the Frahm 
Theatre of the Cultural Arts Center at Colby Community College. Admis-
sion is by season ticket or at the door, $10 for adults, $5 for seniors and $3 
for students. For information, call Mary Shoaff, 462-2159, or Janet Hop-
son, 462-5102.
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Weather Briefly

Sponsored by theTVListings
Thursday Evening February 13, 2014

7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
KAKE/ABC The Taste Scandal Local Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline
KBSL/CBS Big Bang Millers Crazy Two Men Elementary Local Late Show Letterman Ferguson
KSNK/NBC XXII Winter Olympics Local XXII Winter Olympics
KSAS/FOX American Idol Rake Local
Cable Channels

A & E Duck Dynasty Wahlburgers Wahlburgr Wahlburgr Bad Ink Bad Ink Duck Dynasty
AMC The Green Mile A Perfect Getaway
ANIM Wild West Alaska Wild West Alaska Last Frontier Wild West Alaska Last Frontier
BRAVO Matchmaker Matchmaker Matchmaker Happens Vanderpump Rules NYC
CMT The Dukes of Hazzard Party Down South Party Down South Tattoo Titans The Dukes of Hazzard
CNN Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Live AC 360 Later E. B. OutFront Piers Morgan Live

COMEDY Chappelle Chappelle Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Sunny Sunny Daily Colbert At Midnig Tosh.0
DISC Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters
DISN Enchanted Jessie Gravity Austin Dog Good Luck Good Luck
E! Kardashian Kardashian Kardashian Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN College Basketball College Basketball SportsCenter SportsCenter
ESPN2 College Basketball College Basketball Olbermann Olbermann
FAM Cinderella Story Another Cinderella The 700 Club Prince Prince
FOOD Chopped Chopped Canada Cutthroat Kitchen Diners Diners Chopped Canada
FX Crazy, Stupid, Love. Crazy, Stupid, Love.

HGTV Rehab Rehab Rehab Rehab Hunters Hunt Intl Hunters Hunt Intl Rehab Rehab
HIST Pawn Pawn Pawn Pawn Appalachian Outlaws The Curse of Pawn Pawn
LIFE Under the Gunn Under the Gunn Kim of Queens Dance Moms Under the Gunn
MTV Fantasy Fantasy Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Cameras Fantasy Ridic. Fantasy Ridic.
NICK Rugrats SpongeBobFull H'se Full H'se Full H'se Full H'se Friends Friends Friends
SCI Horror House Mothman Prp. Mothman
SPIKE Cops Cops iMPACT Wrestling Cops Cops Jail Jail
TBS Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Big Bang Big Bang King of the Nerds Conan Holmes Conan
TCM My Sister Eileen Mrs. Miniver Now Voyg
TLC Honey Honey Honey Honey Welcome to Myrtle Ma Honey Honey Welcome to Myrtle Ma
TNT NBA Basketball NBA Basketball
TOON Teen Johnny T King/Hill Cleveland Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Eaglehear Check
TRAV Bizarre Foods Buckingham Palace Castle Secrets Mysteries-Museum Buckingham Palace

TV LAND Gilligan Gilligan Everybody-Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond The King of Queens
USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles
VH1 Couples Therapy Couples Therapy Mob Wives Couples Therapy Mob Wives
WGN Funniest Home Videos How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met

Premium Channels
HBO Girls Looking 42 Real Sex True Detective
MAX Transit Ace Ventura: When Nature Calls Ted
SHOW Byzantium Butcher Boys Gigolos Halloween: Resurrection

©2009 Hometown Content, listings by Zap2it

Friday Evening February 14, 2014
7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

KAKE/ABC Charlie Brown Shark Tank 20/20 Local Jimmy Kimmel Live Nightline
KBSL/CBS Hawaii Five-0 Hawaii Five-0 Hawaii Five-0 Local Late Show Letterman Ferguson
KSNK/NBC XXII Winter Olympics Local XXII Winter Olympics
KSAS/FOX Bones Enlisted Raising Local
Cable Channels

A & E The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48
AMC Face/Off The Walking Dead Survival of the Dead
ANIM Treehouse Treehouse Masters Ultimate Treehouses Treehouse Masters Ultimate Treehouses
BRAVO Matchmkr Matchmaker Matchmaker Matchmaker Matchmaker Matchmkr
CMT The Dukes of Hazzard Mrs. Doubtfire The Dukes of Hazzard
CNN Anderson Cooper 360 Piers Morgan Live Anthony Bourd. Anthony Bourd. Anthony Bourd.

COMEDY Tosh.0 Tosh.0 Tosh.0 South Pk South Pk South Pk South Pk
DISC Gold Rush: Pay Dirt Gold Rush Bering Sea Gold Gold Rush Bering Sea Gold
DISN Finding Nemo Liv-Mad. Austin Jessie Liv-Mad. ANT Farm Wander
E! Secrets o Secrets o Fashion Police Fashion Police Chelsea E! News Chelsea

ESPN NBA Basketball College Basketball SportsCenter SportsCenter
ESPN2 Karate Boxing Olbermann Olbermann
FAM Last Song The Prince & Me The 700 Club Prince Prince
FOOD Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners
FX Date Night Date Night

HGTV Ren. Ren. Ren. Ren. Hunters Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Hunt Intl Ren. Ren.

HIST American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers
LIFE Bonnie & Clyde Bonnie & Clyde Bonnie & Clyde
MTV Are You the One? Are You the One? Honey You Got Served
NICK Thunder Sam & Cat Full H'se Full H'se Full H'se Full H'se Friends Friends Friends
SCI WWE SmackDown! Helix Bitten Helix
SPIKE Cops Cops Cops Cops Bigfoot Bounty Cops Cops Cops Cops
TBS The Hangover Due Date Office
TCM East of Eden Marty Love Me or Leave Me
TLC Say Yes:The Big Day Say Yes:The Big Day Borrowed Borrowed Say Yes:The Big Day Borrowed Borrowed
TNT Cold Justice NBA Basketball In NBA APB With Troy Dunn Cold
TOON Teen Annoying King/Hill Cleveland Amer. Dad Amer. Dad Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Chicken Aqua Teen
TRAV Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures The Dead Files The Dead Files Ghost Adventures

TV LAND Gilligan Gilligan Everybody-Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Everybody-Raymond
USA Law & Order: SVU Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam The Break-Up
VH1 13 Going on 30 Best Week Mob Wives Best Week Can't Hardly Wait
WGN Funniest Home Videos How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met How I Met

Premium Channels
HBO True Detective True Detective Real Time, Bill Real Time, Bill Girls Looking
MAX Identity Thief Banshee Banshee
SHOW Lies Episodes Lincoln Man on a Ledge

©2009 Hometown Content, listings by Zap2it

Group to spearhead complex
for the project, which he described as “urgent.” He 
wants a chairman appointed by Monday, March 3, 
participants appointed by Monday, April 7 and an 
initial meeting held by Monday, May 5.

“We’ve had enough paid studies,” Baughn said, 
adding it is time to get public involvement and get 
the project underway.

Commissioner Paul Steele urged Baughn to act 
as the chairman of this group, but Baughn said he 
thinks the committee should not have a commis-
sioner on it since it will be making recommenda-
tions to the commission.

Baughn said he does not have a chairperson in 
mind, but encouraged Steele and Commissioner 
Byron Sowers to think about someone to appoint 
at an upcoming commission meeting. 

Steele said he wants the sheriff’s office and 
“someone from the judiciary” to “get some skin in 
the game publicly,” adding that he doesn’t think 
the project will get off the ground without that 
kind of support.

Undersheriff Marc Finley said his office has 
tried to push the project forward, adding he regu-
larly receives grievances from inmates regarding 
the jail’s conditions. But he said he is limited on 
what he can do beyond forwarding those griev-
ances to the commissioners.

Baughn’s plan includes representatives from 
the sheriff’s department, police department, 
courts, county attorney, court services, probation 
and parole services, city and economic develop-
ment alliance.

“It is going to take some commitment on the 
part of a lot of people to really get this project go-
ing,” said Baughn.

The commissioners tossed around a few sug-
gestions for people who could be chosen as chair-
person for the group. At first, their suggestions 

centered around people who would already be in 
the group because of their positions in the judicial 
system.

But they expanded their suggestions after Fin-
ley mentioned that chairing this group may take a 
lot of time – more than the time available to some-
one with a full-time job.

Steele said he has received an offer from a bond 
salesman to help sell the project to the public, but 
Baughn discouraged the idea of having a bond 
salesman lead the planning group.

“I think (having a bond salesman) is a good 
idea but that’s secondary to getting a plan to show 
them to sell,” Baughn said. “First we have to have 
a product to sell.”

County Clerk Shelly Harms said she thinks it 
would be a good idea to look at people who have 
experience with city or county government who 
also have some time they are willing to dedicate 
to the project.

Sheriff Rod Taylor, who joined the commis-
sioners later in their meeting, said he sent out 
about 15 letters last week to people he thought 
might be good representatives from different ar-
eas of the county.

Taylor and the commissioners discussed a few 
details of the project, such as the ability to in-
crease security in a new facility to lower the po-
tential for dangerous incidents.

“Just because it’s Colby, Kan., doesn’t mean it 
won’t happen here,” he said.

Baughn agreed, emphasizing the planning 
group can hash out the judicial complex details so 
the project can move forward.

“Form what I can gather from the public,” said 
Taylor, “I think they want a decision from us, all 
of us.”

The commissioners agreed to think about who 
to appoint as chairperson, planning to make a fi-
nal decision at their March 3 meeting.

Politics change as media alters
to unsubstantiated assertions 
which are not checked, analyzed 
or put into proper perspective. 
The country has moved away 
from the shared national experi-
ence, of most citizens watching 
trusted journalists like Walter 
Cronkite, with only 12 percent 
of citizens approving of Con-
gress; according to a recent 
Gallup poll there is a grassroots 
movement of people who dis-
trust the government.

“They believe government 
must be torn down if we are to 
going to save it,” he said, “only 
recently have we face that very 
serious question about what will 
happen if the consent of the gov-
erned is broken.”

He asked if the audience had 
heard any of what had been re-
ported about Gov. Sam Brown-
back: that he raised taxes for the 
state’s poorest citizens and low-
ered them for the richest ones, 

and cut funding for schools and 
the arts. Then he told them that 
tax revenues hit a record high 
levels last year, he said, more 
people are moving here than 
leaving for the first time in four 
years, and the state has the sec-
ond highest funding per student 
in the Midwest.

“Losing the news is bad 
enough,” Towns said, “even 
worse is citizens who couldn’t 
care less.”

He thinks honest reporting 
will make its way into the on-
line world, but people have to 
be willing to look for accurate 
information. After the lecture he 
admitted that the news has never 
been impartial, but also said the 
biases of different organiza-
tions have gotten worse over the 
years.

“That was always the case,” 
he said, “but it’s much less the 
case today.”

He added there is no single 
unbiased source of news. The 

best way to get an accurate pic-
ture of what is going on is to get 
the same story from several dif-
ferent places, and find out where 
the story originally came from.

Towns was the chief of staff 
for Sen. Pat Roberts from 1980 
to 2003 and before that served 
as press secretary for Gov. Rob-
ert Bennett from 1975 to 1979. 
Now, Town is Professor of the 
Practice Emeritus at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina and a 
political communication consul-
tant with his own business, D.L. 
Towns Consulting, in North 
Carolina, Florida, Washington 
and Kansas.

Rich Hawkins, one of the au-
dience members, is also from 
the area and knew Towns in 
high school and college. He said 
politics needs more people like 
his old friend, who are willing to 
tell it like it is.

“I think that Leroy did a great 
job,” Hawkins said. “He was al-
ways a sharp young man.”

From “SPEARHEAD,” Page 1
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Judge to decide proof of citizenship voting rule
By Roxana Hegeman

Associated Press
WICHITA – A federal judge 

says his decision in a lawsuit 
asking federal election officials 
to require proof-of-citizenship 

for voter registrations will be 
based on who gets to decide 
what is necessary to determine 
voter qualifications.

U.S. District Judge Eric Mel-
gren was hearing arguments 

Tuesday in a lawsuit brought 
by Kansas and Arizona seeking 
a court order to force the U.S. 
Election Assistance Commission 
to modify federal voter registra-
tion forms to require more docu-

mentation for state residents.
Kansas Secretary of State Kris 

Kobach told the court the issue 
is one of immense political im-
portance that a federal agency 
should decide.



Family
Deaths

Colby Comets 4-H Club

Quotes as of close of 
previous business day

Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat (bushel) $6.58
Corn (bushel) $4.35
Milo (hundredweight) $7.39
Soybeans (bushel) $12.49

Markets

The Colby Free Press wants to 
maintain an accurate record of 
our town. Please report any error 
or lack of clarity in a news story 
to us at 462-3963.

Corrections

Alberta R. ‘Bertie’ Ritter

Michael Shubert

 Colby Free Press  Wednesday, February 12, 2014   Page 3

Mary Rozella Ostmeyer
 Mary Rozella Ostmeyer, 84, of Olathe, Kansas went to join her loved ones 
in Heaven on Saturday, February 1, 2014. Mary was born on November 13, 
1929 in Dorrance, Kansas . The youngest of four children to bless the mar-
riage of Frederick Francis and Mary Tharsilla (Carl) Thielen. “Little Mary”, a 
name given to her by her father, along with her siblings Loretta, Carl and Paul 
grew up on the family farm just outside of Dorrance, Kansas. At the tender 
age of three Mary lost her mother.  At the age of ten her father remarried to 
Katherine (Furthmyer) Thielen. Growing up during the depression gave 
Mary the perspective of never taking anything for granted, wasting nothing 
and making the most of everything. Mary loved to tell stories of roller skating, playing basketball, 
being the fastest runner in her school and riding around in the rumble seat of Pop’s Model A Ford. 
There was nothing Mary couldn’t do, fix a flat, cut your hair, drive a tractor, sew seven costumes 
and still have dinner for nine on the table by six.
 Mary graduated from Dorrance High School and attended Marymount College, earning her 
teaching certificate while performing in numerous recitals and programs. It was an opportunity 
of a teaching assignment in Grinnell, Kansas that brought Mary to western Kansas and into the 
arms of the love of her life, Eugene James Ostmeyer. The two met and married in 1951 and enjoyed 
52 years together. The newlyweds moved to Wakeeney, Kansas where Gene ran the International 
Harvester business and Mary started raising what would become a family of seven children. Out 
on the farm, mom kept all in order, fed an army of family and friends and still had the energy to 
sing a High Mass every Sunday morning. Mary’s voice was truly a gift from God. To hear her sing, 
“Ave Maria” was to hear an angel from Heaven. Hardly a wedding or funeral occurred without the 
sweet sound of Mom’s voice.
 In 1966 Gene and Mary moved the family to Colby, Kansas. It was then Mary enjoyed her first job 
outside the home, helping students find their way at the Jr. College bookstore. Mary later managed 
the shoe department at Wal-Mart for eighteen years. Mary was involved in numerous organiza-
tions, enjoyed life with the “Meyers” family and friends, all while keeping her faith strong and her 
family stronger. 
 Mary was preceded in death by her parents, three siblings and her beloved Gene. She is survived 
by all seven of her children and their spouses: Eugene James Ostmeyer Jr. and his wife Peggy, Kevin 
George Ostmeyer and his wife Nancy, Roger Thielen Ostmeyer and his wife Christy, Sally Jo Stark-
weather and her husband C.E., Jane Marie White and her husband Chris, Jeffery Grant Ostmeyer and 
Mitchell Quintin Ostmeyer. Left behind to cherish her memory are her thirteen grandchildren: Ty, 
Matthew, Nicholas, Zachariah, Jacob, Jana, Derek, Daniel, James, Jesse, Alexia, Bryant and Quinlyn. 
She will be sadly missed by her four great grandchildren: Brandon, Kyler, Logan and Taylor. Mary 
spent the past eleven years visiting her children’s homes and eventually moving to the Kansas City 
area in 2006. To the end Mary remained her loving, out spoken funny self. She was at all times a 
devoted wife, loving mother, grandmother and great grandmother.  She will be missed by many. 
 Mary was cremated according to her wishes. Mass of Christian burial will be 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
March 8, 2014 at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 308 Monroe Street Grinnell, Kansas. 
Inurnment in Immaculate Conception Cemetery, Grinnell, Kansas.
 Arrangements under the direction of McGilley & Frye Funeral Home 105 East Loula Street 
Olathe, Kansas. Condolences may be offered at www.mcgilley-frye.com     

FFA APPRECIATION BREAKFAST

Thanks for the support of your local FFA!
– Free Will Donation –

Please help the Colby High School 
FFA Chapter in their celebration of 
National FFA Week by attending an 
appreciation breakfast at Colby High 
School, Thursday, February 20, in 
the commons area from 6:30 - 8 a.m.

Get info. Find answers. Share ideas. Your connection begins 
at USA.gov – the official source for federal, state and local 
government information.

Equals total government connecting.
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Alan Jones of Rexford and 
Barbara Wieland of Colby will 
marry in a private ceremony 
Friday, Feb. 14, 2014, at the 
Rexford Community Church. 

Family and friends are invit-
ed to celebrate with the couple 
and their families at 8 p.m. Fri-
day at a reception and wedding 
dance at the American Legion 

in Colby
Parents of the couple are Car-

roll and Rita Depe of Colby; 
Carol Jones of Austin, Texas; 
and Casey and Dianne Jones of 
Bertrand, Neb. Their children 
are Tom Wieland of Colby, Ky-
lie Jones of Rexford and Kelton 
Jones of Hays.

The Colby Comets 4-H Club 
met Jan. 20 at the 4-H building 
with 23 members. This meeting 
was parent’s night, and President 
Cindy Reinert called the meeting 
to order. Members answered roll 
call with the question of what bad 
habit they want to break.

Angela Zimmerman told the 
club about Lydia Patterson’s 
shooting with the Junior U.S. 
Olympic team. Patterson has com-
peted in the world cup and still 
shoots with her 4-H group.

The club served pies at area 
nursing homes and retirement 
homes in January with Holy Fam-
ily Circle, and members reported 
the residents loved the event. The 
group decided to make blankets 

for another service project.
The club tabled the ideas of a 

health and fitness program, baking 
for teachers and a petting zoo, and 
eliminated a sewing project idea.

The club plans to have a model 
meeting at County Club Days in 
March.

Jenna Reinert gave a sewing 
project talk, and Allison Zimmer-
man gave a shooting sports talk. 
Melissa Zimmerman and Denise 
and Weston Singer gave rubber 
band bracelet demonstrations.

The club played a game of 
freeze tag before adjourning. 
Their next meeting will be at 6:30 
p.m. on Monday, Feb. 17, at the 
Colby 4-H building.

–Angela Tinkham

In the past few 
months there has been 
a critical problem farm-
ers should be thinking 
about – wind erosion. 
February through May 
can be a serious time 
for wind erosion in 
Kansas, but it can hap-
pen any time of the 
year when high winds are present. 

The loss of soil through blow-
ing dust can have an immediate 
effect on productivity. The dust 
we see blowing around holds the 
majority of soil organic matter and 
the fine particles that allow soil 
to hold water and nutrients. This 
blowing dust can also have con-
siderable economic, human and 
animal health, and safety impacts.

One of the most effective con-
trols for wind erosion is a protec-
tive cover of residue or a growing 
crop throughout this critical pe-
riod. Other control measures such 
as residue management, reduced 
tillage, grass stripes and wind-
breaks can be effective for reduc-
ing wind erosion because they 
increase surface roughness or re-
duce surface winds speeds. All of 
these methods can work but will 
need to be carefully planned out a 
season in advance. 

There are many conditions 
where cropland can be susceptible 
to wind erosion. Winter wheat and 
other fall-planted crops become 
vulnerable to wind erosion dur-
ing periods of low cover. This can 
be serious in drought years like 
the one the Great Plains is having 
now. Not only fall-planted crops 
but overgrazed or poorly-vegetat-
ed pastures and poor-producing 
fields may be susceptible to wind 
erosion. 

It is important to observe field 
conditions and identify which 
fields may be more prone to wind 
erosion. Treating potential prob-
lems before they occur is prefer-
able to reacting after a field is 
actively eroding. Once soil move-
ment has started, it is difficult to 

avoid further damage to the field.
Emergency tillage should be a 

producer’s last resort, but this can 
be effective if done properly and 
promptly. The objective of emer-
gency tillage should be to make 
the surface rough; a rough surface 
reduces wind speed. 

Chisels are a common tool that 
will roughen the surface enough 
to create clods or surface ridges. 
While doing this, the chisel point 
and speed with the depth of op-
eration will combine the rough-
est surface with a larger number 
of clods. Finding the appropriate 
combination of these might take 
trial and error. Finding the proper 
depth affects clod stability more 
than speed, but this depends on 
soil conditions like compaction 
and moisture.

There may be a time when 
wind erosion will be a problem 
throughout the year, but taking the 
right actions can keep it to a mini-
mum. There are a couple things to 
keep in mind. Emergency tillage 
should always be a last resort in a 
farmer’s tool box; ensuring that a 
protective cover of residue is pres-
ent is the best option. Also, work 
to take steps at the correct time 
and think them out to reduce the 
amount of tillage on the field.

For information contact me at 
the Thomas County Extension Of-
fice in the Thomas County Office 
Complex, or call 460-4582.

Kurt Sexton is the Thomas 
County agriculture and natural 
resources agent with Kansas State 
Research and Extension. A na-
tive of Colorado, Sexton works 
with area 4-H clubs, farmers and 
ranchers.

Alberta R. “Bertie” Ritter, 
83, Oberlin, sister of Clem (Pat) 
Mumm of Colby, died Sunday, 
Feb. 9, 2014, at the Hays Medi-
cal Center. She was born March 
1, 1930, in Selden, the daughter of 
Gottfried and Sarah (McDonald) 
Mumm. She grew up on a farm 
northwest of Selden and gradu-
ated from the Selden Rural High 
School.

On Oct. 23, 1950, she married 
Seraphim “S.J.” Ritter in Selden. 
They farmed west of Leoville.

She was a member of the Im-
maculate Conception Catholic 
Church in Leoville and active in 
its altar society.

Preceding her in death were her 
parents; her husband; and three 
brothers, Paul Mumm, Fredrick 
Mumm and Hubert Mumm.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Betty (Dick) Vahling, Dres-
den; two other brothers brothers, 
Charles “Bud” (Vickie) Mumm, 

Herndon; and Kenny Mumm, 
Selden; seven sisters, Anogene 
Rogers and Eleanor Rogers, both 
of Selden; Josephine Douglas 
and Judy (Gordon) Smith, all of 
Greeley, Colo.; Marge Roy, At-
wood; Dolores Raile, Hoxie; and 
Clara (Dick) Newton, Denver; 
four grandchildren; and five great-
grandchildren.

Services will be at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2014, at the 
church in Leoville, with Father 
Mark Berland officiating and 
burial in the Mt. Calvary Cem-
etery in Leoville.

Visitation will be from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Friday at the funeral home 
in Selden and after 5 p.m. at the 
church in Leoville, with a vigil 
service at 6 p.m. at the church.

The family suggests memori-
als to the church or to the Kansas 
Food Bank, in care of the funer-
al home, 121 N. Penn, Oberlin, 
Kan., 67749.

Michael Shubert, 58, Colby, 
died Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2014.

Services are pending with Pauls 
Funeral Home in Selden.

Barbara Wieland and Alan Jones

Couple to wed Friday; 
invite friends to dance

Control of erosion 
by wind important
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Hoxie glassblower
to be featured at DeinesFoundation updates, 

revamps its website

Small town has one-stop shop

Historical themes mark 
band coming to Oberlin

This month’s features exhibit 
at The Deines Cultural Center is 
“Veteran Arts:  Custom Glass-
blowing by James Haffner.” The 
opening reception for the show 
will be from 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday 
and will be opening for viewing 
until Sunday, March 23.

Haffner is a retired naval vet-
eran from Hoxie who began 
glassblowing years ago as a form 
of therapy for injuries he experi-
enced while in service. When he 
is not creating his own work, he 
is helping other veterans with in-
juries in their creative pursuits. 
Haffner is in the process of start-

ing a charity to support veterans in 
the arts. His work is colorful and 
inspiring.

“I am confident I will continue 
to create beautiful glass pieces in 
my attempts to better my injuries 
and help others,” he said. “I love 
how my art inspires a different 
emotion in each person that sees 
it.”

The center is at 820 N. Main 
St. in Russell. The galleries are 
open from noon to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday and 1 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday.  Admission 
is free and all are welcome.

Jeff Davidson and the Trail Rid-
ers band will perform at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 22, at the Oberlin 
Gateway Center. 

Using songs, historical facts 
and pictures, Davidson leads audi-
ences through the history of Kan-
sas, from the time of Coronado to 
the end of the 1800s. The making 
of the state of Kansas had a tre-
mendous influence on western 
U.S. settlement, helping to shape 
the economy, ideology and hero-
ism of a young nation.

He has presented his unique 
program to a variety of audiences, 
mostly in Kansas, but also in Mis-
souri and Washington. For over 
25 years, he was the entertainer 
for the Flint Hills Overland Wag-

on Train, which gave him a keen 
interest in Kansas history and an 
appreciation for the early travelers 
on the Santa Fe and Oregon trails.

He is the 2013 winner of the se-
rious division of the Kansas Cow-
boy Poetry Contest and is serving 
his third year as president of the 
Kansas Chapter of the Western 
Music Association.

He and his wife Kelley live in 
Eureka, where he works as a wa-
tershed specialist for Kansas State 
Research and Extension.

This is an Oberlin Arts and Hu-
manities season ticket event or 
$12 for adults, $7 for students.

For information, call Ella Betts 
at (785) 475-3557 or Mary Henzel 
at (785) 470-0218.

The Dane G. Hansen Founda-
tion has recently redesigned its 
website to offer easier access and 
an interactive experience.

Located in Logan, the founda-
tion was established as a charita-
ble organization with the primary 
goal of making the communities 
of northwest Kansas better places 
to live. The foundation awards 
grants and scholarships every year 
to qualified recipients who dem-
onstrate a strong desire for com-
munity improvement.

The improved website has ex-
panded its contents to feature es-
sential information and criteria for 
grant opportunities and education-

al scholarships. It allows viewers 
to sign up for foundation news 
and to easily access the require-
ments, testing sites and partici-
pating schools for the qualifying 
scholarship test; view grant crite-
ria, including the request policy, 
application procedures and limita-
tions.

For information about the foun-
dation, go to the new website at 
www.danehansenfoundation.org.

By John Weiss
Post-Bulletin of Rochester

OSTRANDER, Minn. (AP) – 
“No!”

Amanda Siskow was adamant. 
It’s not odd to combine a deli, 
beauty salon, consignment shop 
and convenience store in a single 
building in a small town.

“I get to combine everything I 
love in one building,” she said. 
“It’s not crazy to me.”

People who live in the small 
Fillmore County town of Ostrand-
er don’t think she’s crazy either, 
she said.

“They think it’s great that I 
opened up in town,” she said. “I 
love hair, and I love food, and 
this town was in need of a conve-
nience store.”

Furthermore, she thinks her ap-
proach will become the wave of 
the future.

“I’m kicking back to the old 
school” when many businesses 
had more than one thing, she told 
the Post-Bulletin (bit.ly/LUelve). 
She foresees a trend back to small 
towns.

“I think more small-town busi-
nesses should be opening,” Sis-
kow said. “I think people in the 

big city, they get sick of that and 
they want to go out and get away. 
This is the perfect place.”

Siskow’s, the deli/consign-
ment/convenience store, is in the 
front of the old lumber store, and 
Blown Away Salon is in the back. 
They opened Dec. 2.

Her boyfriend, Ryan Hoefs, 
comes in at 6 a.m. to start the cof-
fee and get ready for the morning 
and lunch servings. Deb Jacobson 
and Bethany Hoefs, Ryan’s sister, 
come in later to take care of serv-
ing lunch. Siskow comes in about 
8 a.m. to help prepare for the day, 
update the specials on the white-
board and prepare the salon for 
the day; she might cut and curl 
hair until 8 p.m.

Some people come in for a hair-
cut and get a cup of coffee first. 
Others might buy a few necessi-
ties, such as bread and cheese, or 
a gift from her consignment items.

The building is old, and began 
as a lumber yard, Ryan Hoefs 
said. The south side of the build-
ing slopes down.
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Marijuana arrests 
beyond reasonable

My name is Cynthia, and I’m a maga-
zineaholic.

There, I’ve said it. Now maybe I can start 
healing.

My habit started out simply enough with a 
couple of subscriptions to women’s magazines 
– Family Circle and Woman’s Day.

I was tempted by Ladies Home Journal and 
Good Housekeeping, but I didn’t subscribe 
to them. I admit to purchasing a copy or two 
from the newsstand – but that was just for rec-
reational use. Nothing hardcore.

And then I found Taste of Home. Here was 
a cooking magazine without all those articles 
on fashion, design and makeup, which I never 
read anyway. I tumbled to a subscription. It 
was fun and easy and only came every other 
month.

Then I got the chance to visit the headquar-
ters of the Reiman Publications in Wisconsin, 
where Taste of Home, Country Woman, Bird 
and Blooms, Reminisce and several others are 
produced.

I was in heaven, but kept my distance. I 
loved Taste of Home, but wasn’t going to start 
getting a slew of magazines I didn’t need or 
have time to read.

I stayed strong for several years, but some-

where along the line, I got my name on MAIL-
ING LISTS. 

Then came the offers. Only $10 for a year’s 
subscription to Good Housekeeping. Only $12 
for a subscription to Bon Appétit – and a friend 
could have one for free. 

My best friends became Every Day with Ra-
chel Ray, Martha Stewart Living and Oprah 
Magazine.

Before I knew it, I needed Southern Living 
and Coastal Living. Well, if I was going to get 
magazines about places I didn’t live, I really 
had to get Midwest Living.

I picked up a copy of Food Network Maga-
zine at the  newsstand. It was so special. I just 
had to have it. Then Real Simple followed me 
home.

By then, there was one or two in the mailbox 
every day. The mailman gave me dirty looks 

as he heaved his bag onto my porch each day. 
The magazines started taking over all the 

chairs and then the tables. Soon we couldn’t 
eat in either the kitchen or the dining room 
because we couldn’t find the tables and chairs 
because of my magazines.

Steve pleaded with me. Don’t subscribe. 
Don’t renew. Be strong.

Well finally, I am admitting it. I’m not going 
to renew. I’m going to turn my eyes away from 
those bright covers at the grocery store. I’m 
throwing away the wonderful offers for buy 
one and get two free.

Of course, I’ll still be getting magazines 
for several years. It’s a slow process, but I’m 
learning to just say no.

“Oh look, Steve, oldest daughter is working 
on a project for Fine Cooking. I really should 
see what that’s all about. It’s a family obliga-
tion. Really.

“Why are you looking at me like that? Give 
me back that credit card!”

Cynthia Haynes, co-owner and chief finan-
cial officer of Nor’West Newspapers, writes 
this column weekly. Her pets include cats, 
toads and a praying mantis. Contact her at 
c.haynes @ nwkansas.com

Magazines take over her life

The Kansas Senate presented a resolution to 
Angel Shaver, Ms. Wheelchair Kansas 2013, 
on Jan. 29, Kansas Day. 

One of the hidden jewels of the state, Angel 
wears many hats and participates in numerous 
ways in the WaKeeney community while be-
ing a mother and wife. She is involved in and 
works for her church, teaches piano, partici-
pates in the parent-teacher organization, has 
worked with Girl Scouts and maintains two 
Internet blogs, about living her life as a person 
with a disability and about her faith journey. 

She loves to travel and hopes to empower 
and support other women, and especially serve 
as a role model encouraging people not to let 
challenges prevent them from reaching their 
goals. It was my pleasure to present Senate 
Resolution No. 1776 to Angel with her hus-
band Eric and her children, Hannah and Noah. 
She would be a wonderful speaker for schools, 
civic organizations, community groups, reli-
gious gatherings and others who need a mean-
ingful program.

Mortgage Registration Fee
The Senate Assessment and Taxation Com-

mittee is considering SB 298, which would 
repeal the state’s mortgage registration fees. 
This fee discriminates against Kansans bor-
rowing money to purchase a home, business 
or land. Buyers paying cash are not required 
to pay this fee, which can range from several 
hundred dollars for home buyers, to thousands 
for purchasers of commercial real estate or ag-
ricultural land. 

The inequity of this tax is probably unfair 
to borrowers who are charged the fee. Farm 
Credit Systems are not subject to this tax. The 

Tax Committee is supporting a more reason-
able approach to funding the needs of county 
Register of Deeds offices across Kansas. 

Part of the compromise on SB 298 would 
phase out this tax over five years and would 
consider increasing what counties now charge 
for recording mortgages and other documents 
filed with county registers. This is a controver-
sial issue without an easy solution. Kansans 
deserve a transparent fee law that is fair to all 
borrowers. 

Notes from the Office
We still have a couple of openings for Sen-

ate pages this year, on Mondays, Feb. 17 and 
24. The Statehouse looks gorgeous after the 
remodeling, and the climb to the dome is now 
open for tours. Let us know if there are any 
young people, in seventh to 12th grade, who 
are interested. 

My office is 136-E in the Statehouse. Car-
ole McFarland is the office assistant and the 
phone is (785) 296-7399. My email address is 
Ralph.Ostmeyer@Senate.KS.gov.

Editor’s Note: This letter was received by 
Mayor Gary Adrian from two men whose ve-
hicle was involved in an 11-vehicle accident 
near Rexford last month:

Dear Mayor Adrian:
We need to express our sincere thanks to the 

people of Colby and McCarty Farms for their 
brave help and courtesy rendered on the scene 
and after the 11-vehicle accident at 2 p.m. Jan. 
16.

Everyone from the Kansas Highway Patrol, 
to the firemen from Colby, to the staff at Mc-
Carty Farms, to Police Chief Ron Alexander, 
and strangers who helped us make our way 
around that evening, were great professionals 
and true Good Samaritans.

I have served three tours in Afghanistan, but 
never have I met conditions as blinding and 
threatening as the driving, freezing dust that 
afternoon.

Colby certainly is an “Oasis on the Plains,” 
and we thank you.

Lt. Col. Timothy W. Karstrom, U.S. Army, 
retired

Pvt. Andrew A. Karstrom, U.S. Army
Omaha, Neb.

OK, we get it. 
Colorado may have changed its law on marijuana, but the 

stuff is still illegal in Kansas.
But there must be some better way to do things than hauling 

every person caught with just a little bit of green, leafy sub-
stance into court, slapping them in jail and making them pay 
exorbitant collect-call charges to look for bail money.

Or for the worst case, take the case of 58-year-old Brenda 
Sewell and her sister, Joy Biggs, of Kansas City, Mo. The 
women were stopped by the Kansas Highway Patrol for speed-
ing, then arrested when a trooper found a small amount of mar-
ijuana in their car. 

Three days later, still in the Sherman County Jail without 
making bond, Ms. Sewell died of undetermined causes. Her 
sister claimed that jailers did nothing to help her when she be-
came ill. An investigation by the Goodland Police came under 
suspicion after it was disclosed that the detective who did the 
work was married to the undersheriff in charge of the jail.

Things like this will do nothing for our state’s reputation, 
and we should be asking ourselves, why?

We’re not saying that Kansas should make marijuana legal 
just now. We move slowly on these things. It was nearly half a 
century after prohibition ended before our state fully legalized 
liquor by the drink. That gives us a target date of, say, 2050 to 
open up pot bars.

We’re not saying to ignore drug dealers and couriers. They 
know the risks they are taking. Let them go to jail. Let them rot 
there, for all we care.

But must we treat every person who crosses the state line 
with a little maryjane like a common criminal, cuff them and 
lock them up until they either find someone to bail them out or 
a judge fines them?

It’s not just that it would make us look foolish in a nation 
where views are changing, but it’s just no way to treat people, 
especially guests in our state.

Why not just give them a ticket, let them pay a fine and send 
them on their way?

Save the tough treatment for people driving without a license 
or driving under the influence.

No one would think Kansas has gone soft on drugs. The 
Highway Patrol could put more effort into looking for speed-
ers and drunk drivers. Jails would have room for people who 
need to be there. 

And Kansas would be a better place for the change. 
– Steve Haynes

Ms. Wheelchair a ‘hidden jewel’

Accident victims say thanks to all

Where to write, call
   
    State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capitol Building, 300 
SW 10th St., Room 136-E., Topeka, Kan. 66612, 
(785) 296-7399 Ralph.Ostmeyer@senate.ks.gov
    State Rep. Ward Cassidy, (120th District) State Capi-
tol Building, 300 SW 10th St., Room 151-S, Topeka, Kan., 
66612, (785) 296-7616 ward.cassidy@house.ks.gov
    State Rep. Don Hineman, (118th District) State Capitol 
Building, 300 SW 10th St., Room 50-S, Topeka, Kan., 66612, 
(785) 296-7636 don.hineman@house.ks.gov
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Celebrate

Valentine’s

Day with

Us!

Bottle Gallery
Open 9 a.m -9 p.m. Monday-Saturday

Gift Certificates Available

1920 S. Range • Colby
785-460-0235

Enjoy a fine 

selection 

of wines & 

champagne 

from the

Valentine’s Day 
is Coming!
Fresh Flowers

Candy Bouquets & Gifts

CRESSLER 
CREATIONS & GIFTS
1033 Sheridan Ave., Hoxie
(785) 675-3795 OR
(785) 657-7169
M-F 10-5  Sat. 9-12

260 E. 4th
Downtown Colby, KS

785-462-6832

Don’t Forget
Valentine’s Day!
Celebrate with that special 

someone with our fine 
wines and champagnes.

Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

460 N. Franklin • Colby, KS • 785-460-7507 • 1-800-794-3047

Call Today, Protect Tomorrow!

Mon-Fri 8am - 11pm • Sat 9am - 8pm • Sun 10am - 6pm EST

• A burglary occurs every 14.6 seconds.
• 1 out of every 5 homes will experience 
   a break-in or home invasion.

• A home without a security system is 
  3 times more likely to be burglarized.
• 85% of Police O�cials surveyed believe 
   home alarms deter burglary attempts.

1 3
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1. Federal Bureau of Investigation, 2008 National Crime Report http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2009/june/ucr_stats060109  2. http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/
contentpub/press/vdhbpr.cfm  3. FBI, 2008 National Crime Report http://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2009/june/ucr_stats060109 4. http://www.beyond
identitytheft.com/home-security-statistics.html   

1-888-766-5996
$99.00 Customer Installation Charge.  36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $36.99 per month ($1,331.64). Form of payment must be by credit card or electronic 
charge to your checking or savings account.  O�er applies to homeowners only.  Local permit fees may be required.  Satisfactory credit history required.  Certain restrictions 
may apply.  O�er valid for new ADT Authorized Dealer customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC.  Other rate plans available.  Cannot be combined with any other 
o�er.  Licenses:  AL-12-1104, AK-35221, AR-E08-014, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, 
HI-CT30946, IA-AC-0036, ID-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-City of Indianapolis: 80988, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, 
MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC354, St. Louis County: 53328, MS-15007958, MT-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, 
NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-68518, City of Las Vegas: B14-00075-6-121756, C11-11262-L-121756, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000286451, 
OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA22999, RI-3582, SC-BAC5630, TN-C1520, 
TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382, WA-602588694/PROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: 0001697, WV-042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 
Priority Way South Dr. Suite 200 Indianapolis, IN 46240  For full list of licenses visit our website www.protectyourhome.com. Protect Your  Home – 3750 Priority Way South 
Dr., Ste 200, Indianapolis, IN 46240. 

monitoring starting around

per week*with $99 customer installation charge and 
purchase of alarm monitoring services.

Need a gift idea 
for your 

sweetheart?

Buy a 3 month 
or 1 year 

subscription to 
The Colby Free Press!

Stay updated on 
all the latest 

community news, 
sports, and classifieds.

155 W. 5th. St. • Colby
785-462-3963
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On the Beat

Visit sunflowerbank.com/abc  
and I’ll show you how. – Jake

COLBY POLICE
Jan. 28

7:29 a.m. – Helped motorist.
7:54 a.m. – Helped motorist.
10:29 a.m. – Caller reported 

possibly impaired driver. Spoke to 
owner, all OK.

11:44 a.m. – Trespassing: caller 
saw subject that wasn’t supposed 
to be there. Not found.

3 p.m. – Report filed on lost li-
cense.

Jan. 29
11:27 a.m. – Spoke to subject 

on phone about email scams.
1:04 p.m. – Walk through at 

Colby Grade School.
2:23 p.m. – Caller reported ve-

hicle parked the wrong direction. 
Warning posted.

4:25 p.m. – Subject reported 
scam.

5:01 p.m. – Trespass report 
filed.

9:13 p.m. – Caller reported sub-
ject digging in trash can.

Jan. 30
1:24 a.m. – Driving under the 

influence report filed on traffic 
stop.

9:38 a.m. – Civil stand-by.
11:23 a.m. – Walk through at 

Colby Middle School.
3:30 p.m. – Vehicle towed.
6:27 p.m. – Caller reported un-

wanted subject in garage.
8:24 p.m. – Obstruction report 

filed.
Jan. 31

1:54 a.m. – Battery report filed.
7:48 a.m. – Car struck light pole 

in the 1100 block of W. Fourth.
7:48 a.m. – Car struck light pole 

in the 1600 block of S. Range.
7:56 a.m. – Car slid off road-

way. Provided traffic control for 
subject; all OK.

9:45 a.m. – Caller reported 
dog at large. Warning issued and 
turned over to owner.

11:43 a.m. – Accident in park-
ing lot.

1:34 p.m. – Subject came to sta-
tion about a scam letter. Provided 
information.

2:42 p.m. – Provided directions 
to motorist at eastbound I-70 mile 
54 off-ramp.

4:20 p.m. – Criminal damage to 
vehicle reported.

10:14 p.m. – Walk throughs at 
Motel 6 and Days Inn.

Feb. 1
2:14 a.m. – Driving under the 

influence report filed.
6:44 a.m. – Criminal threat/dis-

orderly conduct report filed.
8:16 a.m. – National Crime 

Information Center hit for Weld 

County, Colo.
11:12 a.m. – Helped ambulance 

crew on call.
1:23 p.m. – Caller reported lost 

driver’s license.
10:29 p.m. – Caller reported 

suspicious people. Spoke with 
subjects; everything OK.

Feb. 2
1:23 a.m. – Attempted to make 

contact with subject for Highway 
Patrol.

1:45 a.m. – Caller reported ju-
venile leaving house. Located; 
parents notified.

2:31 p.m. – Provided directions 
to motorist.

3:14 p.m. – Missing subject. 
Person located.

4:13 p.m. – Accident.
11:15 p.m. – Caller reported 

possible theft. No report.
Feb. 3

12:53 p.m. – Caller reported 
damage to fence over weekend. 
Report filed.

3:54 p.m. – Theft/misuse of 
financial card: caller reported 
someone using credit card.

4:23 p.m. – Theft report filed.
4:30 p.m. – Criminal trespass: 

caller reported subject breaking 
in. Report filed.

5:46 p.m. – 911 caller needed 
officer. Domestic disturbance re-
port filed; four officers responded.

7:15 p.m. – Theft report filed on 
items missing.

7:29 p.m. – Walk through at 
Wal-Mart.

7:38 p.m. – Subject reported 
theft of cell phone. Report filed.

8:14 p.m. – Walk through at 
Wal-Mart.

8:21 p.m. – Walk through at the 
Community Building.

11:51 p.m. – Caller reported 
getting a text message about a sus-
picious person. Report filed.

Feb. 4
4:33 a.m. – Security check at 

Pilot.
7:09 a.m. – Stalled vehicle. 

Attempted to make contact with 
owner. Not found, vehicle towed.

8:44 a.m. – Walk through at 
Wal-Mart.

10:30 a.m. – Accident.
10:32 a.m. – Caller reported 

subject holding sign wanting 
work. Subject was checked earlier 
and OK.

10:46 a.m. – Helped stalled 
semi.

10:53 a.m. – Two lost license 
tags.

5:14 p.m. – Identity theft report 
filed. 

Last Wednesday

8:21 a.m. – Report filed on driv-
ing too fast for conditions.

2:24 p.m. – Caller reported re-
covered property.

3:13 p.m. – Caller reported dog 
at large. Not found.

3:25 p.m. – Caller reported il-
legally parked vehicle. Vehicle 
moved.

3:35 p.m. – Theft report filed.
4:50 p.m. – Vehicle hit parked 

car.
5:25 p.m. – Accident.
9:09 p.m. – Accident.
9:37 p.m. – Assisted ambulance 

crew. 
11:57 p.m. – Trunk lid open on 

vehicle.
Feb. 6

12:33 a.m. – Caller reported a 
vehicle alarm going off. No au-
dible, just lights flashing; manage-
ment contacted.

7 a.m. – Recovered property re-
port filed.

10:33 a.m. – Walk through at 
Colby Grade School and Colby 
Middle School.

3:45 p.m. – Third party report of 
a two vehicle accident.

3:52 p.m. – Stalled vehicle.
5:58 p.m. – Accident in parking 

lot.
11:12 p.m. – Criminal damage 

to property report filed.
Feb. 8

1:16 a.m. – Caller reported sub-
jects still standing outside after 
asked to leave. Subjects just wait-
ing for cab.

2:10 a.m. – Driving under the 
influence report filed on traffic 
stop.

8:32 a.m. – Open hatchback on 
vehicle. Hatchback secured.

9:28 a.m. – Helped ambulance 
crew on call.

2:22 p.m. – Caller reported hit 
and run.

3:32 p.m. – Caller reported 
suspicious incident. Located sub-
jects, possession of paraphernalia 
report filed.

5:17 p.m. – Walk through at 
Wal-Mart.

9:02 p.m. – Walk through at the 
Community Building.

9:34 p.m. – Walk through at 
Colby Bowl.

10:02 p.m. – Helped highway 
patrolman.

10:40 p.m. – Child called 911. 
Located parents.

11:09 p.m. – Security check at 
the B Hive.

11:18 p.m. – Security check at 
the college.

THOMAS COUNTY SHERIFF

Jan. 28
7:51 a.m. – Provided informa-

tion for Scott County on aban-
doned trailer.

9:34 a.m. – Brought two pris-
oners from Sherman County to 
Colby.

10:11 a.m. – Walk through at 
Golden Plains School, Rexford.

Noon – Helped Colby Police in 
the 1100 block of S. Franklin.

4:18 p.m. – Civil standby on 
K-25.

Jan. 29
10:07 a.m. – Walk through at 

Brewster School.
10:57 a.m. – Transported in-

mate from Larned State Hospital 
to Colby.

1:06 p.m. – Helped motorist at 
U.S. 24 and County Rd. 26.

1:55 p.m. – Helped Colby Po-
lice looking for wanted subject on 
foot.

8:41 p.m. – Security check at 
Mattson Seed Farm.

8:57 p.m. – Security check at 
Bartlett Grain.

9:15 p.m. – Security check at 
Roadruner Manufacturing.

Jan. 30
7:07 a.m. – Brought inmate 

from Scott County Sheriff’s Of-
fice to Law Enforcement Center.

2:35 p.m. – Cruelty to animals 
report filed on incident at County 
Rd. W from Jan. 29. 

2:35 p.m. – Lost license tag 
somewhere between Colby and 
Oakley. Report filed.

8:19 p.m. – Accident east of 
Colby on U.S. 24.

11:13 p.m. – Booked Brandon 
Parson.

11:30 p.m. – Rollover at Col-
lege and Country Club.

Jan. 31
7:50 a.m. – Helped Colby Po-

lice on accident in the 1100 block 
of W. Fourth.

9:33 a.m. –  Took inmate to doc-
tor’s appointment.

10:38 a.m. – Helped semi driver 
with stalled vehicle in the 1600 
block of S. Range.

11:33 a.m. –  Took inmate to 
doctor appointment.

2:21 p.m. – Took two inmates to 
Scott County Sheriff’s Office.

Feb. 1
10:14 a.m. – Subjects reported 

theft of personal paychecks at oil 
rig in Thomas County.

10:30 a.m. – Booked Eldon Ray 

BETHLEHEM, Pa. (AP) – An 
eastern Pennsylvania casino is 
trying to dispel a bizarre online 
rumor: The Sands Casino Resort 
Bethlehem says patrons aren’t be-
ing bitten by snakes.

Casino spokeswoman Julia 
Corwin tells The (Easton, Pa.) 
Express-Times (bit.ly/1hJVmh5) 
that there have been no reported 
snake encounters at the Sands. 
She says if there were snakes, the 
critters would have been captured 

by the casino’s sophisticated sur-
veillance cameras.

The rumor circulating on Face-
book claims someone went to 
their doctor with some kind of 
bite, and the doctor diagnosed a 
snake bite and asked immediately 
whether the patient had recently 
visited the Bethlehem casino.

State police operate a station at 
the casino. Trooper William Ortiz 
reports “absolutely zero snakes” 
inside.

Casino fights rumors
of snakes in its building

Williamson.
12:02 p.m. – Appraiser’s office 

employee came to Law Enforce-
ment Center needing to get in her 
office; had locked keys in vehicle. 
Let her into courthouse; all OK.

12:47 p.m. – Sheridan County 
Sheriff’s Office called needing a 
deputy for transient transport at 
U.S. 24 and County Rd. 37. Pro-
vided ride for subject to Colby.

1:25 p.m. –  Took inmate to 
Sherman County Sheriff’s Office.

6:17 p.m. – Walk through at 
McCarty Dairy.

10:16 p.m. – Narcotics viola-
tion report filed on traffic stop at 
County Rds. 2 and EE.

Feb. 2
4:41 a.m. – Met Decatur Coun-

ty deputy in Rexford to transport 
family to Colby; semi broke down.

6:26 a.m. – Caller reported 
semi in ditch at I-70 mile 46 or 47  
westbound. Responded to check 
for injuries; driver OK, stopped 
on ramp to sleep.

9:37 a.m. – Helped Colby Po-
lice on alarm call at Donelan’s 
Jewelry.

12:03 p.m. – Sherman County 
Communications called about 
transient they were going to leave 
at the Fuel Depot.

1:37 p.m. – Callers reported car 
towing U-Haul trailer stalled at 
westbound I-70 mile 44. Helped 
highway patrolman on call; vehi-
cle moved off roadway; had help 
coming.

3:35 p.m. – 911 caller advised 
of battery. Report filed.

Feb. 3
9:31 a.m. – Brought inmate 

from Sherman County Sheriff’s 
Office to Law Enforcement Cen-
ter.

10:14 a.m. – Brought inmate 
from Rawlins County Sheriff’s 
Office to Law Enforcement Cen-
ter.

2:07 p.m. – Accident with deer 
in the 3000 block of K-25 early 
Sunday morning.

3:13 p.m. – Rosa Guadalupe 
Dussault arrested on warrant.

Feb. 4
10:33 a.m. – Served arrest war-

rant on Eldon Williamson.
Last Wednesday

4 p.m. – Caller reported vehi-
cle blocking driveway at 2160 E. 
Fourth. Vehicle moved.

Feb. 6
10:41 a.m. – Walk through at 

Brewster Public School.
2:33 p.m. – Walk through at 

Golden Plains Public School.
Feb. 8

9 a.m. – Sherman County Sher-
iff’s Office called wanting attempt 
to locate subject at 252 County 
Rd. X in reference to abandoned 
pickup near Edson on Old U.S. 
24. All OK; spoke to owner’s 
mother; was just gelled up; will 
get it moved.

5:28 p.m. – Booked Austin C. 
Boehme.

6:29 p.m. – Took two prisoners 
to Garden City Juvenile Deten-
tion.

6:32 p.m. – Walk through at 
Golden Plains School, Rexford.

9:47 p.m. – Walk through at 
Golden Plains School, Rexford.
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Thomas County Jail

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping
165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701

785-462-7428
Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP          Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

NEW SYSTEM
      PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING

(785) 462-6995
(800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial • Residential • Free Estimates

• Kitchen Cabinets • Counter Tops 
• Closets • Furniture • Commercial 
• Entertainment Centers 
• Custom Jewelry Closets

Mingo Custom Woods
1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS • 800.320.2201

www.mingocustomwoods.com • 785.462.2200

HOXIE STATE INSURANCE, INC.
824 Main, PO Box 378 
Hoxie, KS 67740

115 S. State St. 
Winona, KS 67764

(785) 675.3263  –  Fax (785) 675.3721

SCI
Stephens Construction, Inc.

Serving NW KS for 44 years

1260 S. Country Club Drive
Ph: 785-462-7571              Toll Free: 1-866-462-7571

Local contractor with reliable and experienced customer service.
Specializing in agricultural, commercial and residential construction.

Lester Wood Frame and Butler Steel Frame Buildings

To have your ad placed in The Business direcTory call KaThryn or sharon Today aT (785)462-3963
BUSINESS DIRECTORYBUSINESS DIRECTORY

Dr. Tom Barlow
Dentist
785-460-7538

Appointments
Readily Available

505 H N. Franklin, Colby

$175 Month
(includes water, sewer & storage shed)

Mobile Home 
Lots for Rent

FREE Month with approved application
Friendly Acres
Mobile Home Park

1150 S. Franklin, Colby
 Call 785-462-6445

Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. • Colby, KS

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

• Open to the Public •

425 East Hill, Colby, KS         
785-462-6642

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

ROOFMASTERS
Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Wood Shingles
IR Shingles

Stone Coated Steel
Metal Panels

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

White TPO Single Ply
Modified Systems
Built up Systems

Elastomeric Coating

MURRAY ROOFING 
& CONSTRUCTION

RESIDENTIAL  •  COMMERCIAL  •  INDUSTRIAL

Office: 785-462-6908
Office Manager: 785-443-5708

Owner: 785-443-1339

Fully Insured, Bonded, 
Licensed and Covered by 

workman’s Comp.

Residential:
• Roofing
• Construction
• Remodels
• Blown in 
     Insulation

Commercial:
-TPO, EPDM, 
Duro-Last, 
Modified, Fibered 
and Non-Fibered 
roof coatings.

www.MurrayEnterprises.org

Elite Duro-Last Contractor
Check out our website for more information:

C.W. Beamgard Co. Inc.

Sales & Services Since 1919

• New Vehicle Sales
• Used Vehicle Sales
• Parts
• Accessories

• Service
• Windshield Pit Repair
• Tires
• Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-Noon

785.626.3286
Fax 785.626.3717

210 State St. • Atwood, KS 67730

Schedule deliveries after normal business hours by appointment when necessary.

Langer Industrial Service

We pay cash up to for all scrap metal*

2022 County Road 11 • Levant, KS 67743 • 785-586-2208
Monday - Friday   8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Brass • Copper • Aluminum • Batteries • Electric motors • Cars 
• Combines • Farm Equipment • Prepared/Unprepared Iron and Tin  

• Container Service • Off site baling and car crushing 
• Limited pickup service available

* Some Conditions Apply

I’m ready to help. 
Give me a call today! 

Farm Bureau Agent

You have new health insurance options, but which one  
is right for you? We can help you understand your  
options and select the right plan for you and your family.

Questions about  
health care reform?
We have the answers.

CHCKS1765 Health insurance plans underwritten by Coventry Health and Life Insurance Company. H240B-ML-1 (8-13)

Vernon Hurd

550 N. Franklin Ave.
Colby, KS 67701
785-269-9511
www.VernonHurd.com

I’m ready to help. 
Give me a call today! 

Farm Bureau Agent

You have new health insurance options, but which one  
is right for you? We can help you understand your  
options and select the right plan for you and your family.

Questions about  
health care reform?
We have the answers.

CHCKS1765 Health insurance plans underwritten by Coventry Health and Life Insurance Company. H240B-ML-1 (8-13)

VernonHurd

550N.FranklinAve.
Colby,KS67701
785-269-9511
www.VernonHurd.com

I’m ready to help. 
Give me a call today! 

Farm Bureau Agent

You have new health insurance options, but which one  
is right for you? We can help you understand your  
options and select the right plan for you and your family.

Questions about  
health care reform?
We have the answers.

CHCKS1765 Health insurance plans underwritten by Coventry Health and Life Insurance Company. H240B-ML-1 (8-13)

Vernon Hurd

550 N. Franklin Ave.
Colby, KS 67701
785-269-9511
www.VernonHurd.com

E’clipse Salon
204 W. 4th Street, Selden, KS

Men, Women & Children Cuts/Styles, Color/Highlights, 
Perms, Manicures, Waxing & Professional Products

For Appointment Call:  785-386-4108
TUES. - FRI. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

SAT. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Evenings By Appointment  •  Walk-Ins Welcome

Elaine Koerperich
Owner/Stylist

David Browne III
550 N Franklin Ave
Colby, KS 67701
785-462-3388

Booked into the Thomas Coun-
ty jail:

• Casey Andrew Sporing, 22, 
Colby, Aug. 22, probation viola-
tion, failure to appear, Colby Po-
lice Department/Court Services 
of Thomas County, released last 
Wednesday for time served.

• Joshua Scott Shankland, 24, 
Jan. 2, flee and attempt to elude, 
theft, aggravated assault on a law 
enforcement officer, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, reckless driv-
ing, Colby Police, released Jan. 29 
on $50,000 appearance bond.

• Robert Ellis Lund, 26, Arvada, 
Colo., Jan. 29, possession of hal-
lucinogenic drugs, driving under 
the influence (Gove County Sher-
iff’s Office), Kansas Highway Pa-
trol, released Jan. 31 on $10,000 
bond.

• Alexis Dorthea Burritt, 21, At-
wood, Jan. 30, driving under the 
influence, Colby Police, released 
same day to responsible party.

• Rosa Guadalupe Dussault, 47, 
Colby, Jan. 31, interference with 

law enforcement, theft, Colby Po-
lice, released Feb. 3 on $25,000 
appearance bond.

• Anthony Tremain Miller, 41, 
Oakley, Jan. 31, domestic battery 
(two counts), Oakley Police De-
partment, released last Wednesday 
on recognizance.

• Tyler Andrew King, 24, 
Greenwood, Ark., Feb. 1, driving 
under the influence, reckless driv-
ing, Colby Police, released same 
day on recognizance.

• Jacob Henry Faber, 30, Brew-
ster, Feb. 2, possession of halluci-
nogenic drugs, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, Thomas County 
Sheriff’s Office, released Feb. 3 
on recognizance.

• Nathan Oliver Janzen, 18, 
Oakley, Feb. 2, rape, Oakley Po-
lice, released Feb. 4 on recogni-
zance.

• Aaron Lee Brown, 28, Colby, 
Feb. 3, theft, Colby Police, re-
leased same day on recognizance.

• Michael Leigh Shirley, 39, 
Oakley, Feb. 4, driving under the 

influence, Thomas County Sher-
iff’s Office/Kansas Highway pa-
trol, released same day on recog-
nizance.

• Justin Gale Siruta, 41, Ber-
thoud, Colo., Feb. 4, driving un-
der the influence, Thomas County 
Sheriff, released  Thursday, for 
time served.

• Johnathan Edward Campbell, 
26, Frankston, Texas, Saturday, 
driving under the influence, Colby 
Police, released same day to re-
sponsible party.

• Jason Kyle Ellis, 26, Tyler, 
Texas, Sunday, driving under 
the influence, transporting open 
container/alcohol, Colby Police, 
released same day to responsible 
party.

Three states sign a deal
on Republican pipeline

Colorado has completed ne-
gotiations with Kansas and Ne-
braska to allow for operation of 
the Compact Compliance Pipe-
line to deliver water to the North 
Fork of the Republican River 
this year. 

“The agreement marks an im-
portant step toward resolving 
long-standing disputes under 
the Republican River Compact 
and providing more certainty to 
the agricultural economy across 
the region,” said State Engineer 
Dick Wolfe.

The agreement allows Colo-
rado to operate the pipeline this 
year and demonstrate its benefits 
to agricultural operators in Kan-
sas and Nebraska. The 12-mile 

pipeline will deliver irrigation 
water directly to the North Fork 
near the Nebraska state line, 
providing the water needed for 
Colorado to meet its compact 
obligations to downstream users.

“This is a great step forward,” 
Wolfe said. “This has been a 
hard-fought matter, and hopeful-
ly this demonstrates that we can 
work together as three states to 
address these challenging issues 
and come to a permanent resolu-
tion on the Republican River.”

Colorado sought arbitration 
of this matter in May after Kan-
sas denied Colorado’s request to 
operate the pipeline indefinitely. 
This fall, Kansas proposed a 
path forward that would allow 

Colorado to operate the pipeline 
in 2014 so all parties could gain 
experience with its operations.

On Thursday, the three states 
voted to approve a resolution to 
use the pipeline this year.

The Colorado Department of 
Natural Resources and its Divi-
sion of Water Resources, along 
with the state engineer, gave 
thanks to the attorney general’s 
office for efforts to negotiate 
with Kansas.

They also thanked the Re-
publican River Water Conserva-
tion District and the Sandhills 
Ground Water Management Dis-
trict for their help in the matter.

A Colby Free Press -
Country Advocate Combo ad

The best buy/best coverage for 
your money!
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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 2/10

Dear Heloise: I just bought a slow cooker, and 
I have a question about putting meat and veg-
etables in together. When a recipe says to put 
the beef (or whatever) in the cooker and then ar-
range the vegetables around it, add water, etc., 
shouldn’t the meat be seared first? Putting it in 
raw with the vegetables doesn’t sound right to 
me. – Bob, via email

I know it doesn’t sound quite right, but yes, 
you can put raw meat in the slow cooker with 
raw vegetables. 

A slow cooker does just that – cooks the food 
slowly. It uses a lower temperature, but it also 
cooks the food for a longer period of time. The 
tight-fitting lid and the steaming environment 
kill bacteria, so don’t worry. Also, don’t put a big 
old hunk of meat or chicken in there (like a pot 
roast). Cut the meat into big chunks so they can 
cook properly. Some slow-cooker recipes say to 
sear the meat before, so if you feel more comfort-
able, then do sear the meat first. – Heloise

TOOTHPICK HOLDER
Dear Heloise: Here is a hint that I learned 

working in a barbecue restaurant in Dallas: Put 
toothpicks in a small hot-sauce bottle, and they 
will come out one at a time. Of course, you need 
to clean the hot-sauce bottle well before filling it 
with toothpicks. – Myrtle J. in Kentucky

BETTER POTATOES
Dear Readers: When making mashed potatoes, 

there are many alternatives to using milk. Look-
ing for a different flavor? Try using sour cream, 
buttermilk or nonfat Greek yogurt instead. That’s 
the fun part of cooking! You can substitute dif-
ferent things to create some yummy flavors. My 
pamphlet Heloise’s Seasonings, Sauces and Sub-
stitutes is crammed full of hints for you to liven 
up a meal! To receive one, send $3 and a long, 
self-addressed, stamped (70 cents) envelope to: 
Heloise/Seasonings, P.O. Box 795001, San An-
tonio, TX 78279-5001. Have a baking recipe that 
calls for buttermilk, but you don’t have any? Try 
substituting yogurt. The nonfat Greek yogurt can 
be used in a zillion different ways! – Heloise

FREEZING CRACKERS
Dear Heloise: You have written in your col-

umn about storing crackers in the freezer. After 
thawing them, is there any moisture in them, and 
are they soggy? Because if this hint really works, 
then it is the perfect solution, since I don’t eat 
very many at a time. -- Lois U., via fax

This hint really works! Be sure to put the crack-
ers in an airtight freezer bag or container. You can 
wrap the crackers in foil for added protection. 
This keeps out the air, which is what makes the 
crackers soggy. – Heloise

ORGANIZED SPICES
Dear Heloise: I often spent time searching for 

the right spice. To solve my frustration, I put 
them alphabetically on a two-tiered turntable on 
the shelf in the cabinet. Now I just give the turn-
table a spin and find the right spice in no time! 
– Mary M., via email

(c)2014 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Slow cooker safe 
with raw meat

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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By Dave Green

Difficulty Level 2/12

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

The Rabbit-in-the-Hat Trick
One of the principle differences between the 

expert and the nonexpert player is that the expert 
maintains his composure in the face of adversity 
while the nonexpert is often unnerved by an un-
expected development and fails as a result.

Consider this deal where, we’ll say, a fictional 
expert finds himself in six hearts and West leads 
the king of diamonds. Upon seeing dummy, 
South might naturally think he is going to make 
seven if the trumps are divided favorably. But he 
quickly dismisses this notion after taking the dia-
mond with the ace and leading a trump to the ace, 
on which East shows out.

This distressing development fails to faze our 
imaginary declarer, however. He has been to the 
wars before and realizes that if the gods are kind 
to him, he can still get home safely.

He proceeds on the assumption that the slam 
can still be made -- despite the 4-0 trump division 
-- if West started with precisely 3-4-3-3 distribu-
tion. Accordingly, after the trump play at trick 
two, our hero cashes the A-K-Q of spades, ruffs 
a diamond, cashes the A-K-Q of clubs and ruffs 
dummy’s last diamond.

Having negotiated these hurdles without in-
cident, declarer is now in position to claim the 
slam. Everyone is down to three cards, with West 
holding the Q-J-7 of trumps and South the K-10-
9. Declarer exits with the nine, and West’s two 
trump tricks suddenly dwindle to one.

It is true that if West had any distribution other 
than 3-4-3-3, the slam would fail. Nevertheless, 
the fact remains that South has to hope for this 
distribution and must plan his play as if it actu-
ally exists.

 (c)2014 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise
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Classifieds
Help Wanted Help Wanted Services

GUN COIN ANTIQUE 
SHOW 2014

Phillipsburg, KS
Sponsored by The Borderline Gun Club

Sat. February 15 • 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sun. February 16 • 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Location: Phillips County Fair Bldg.

For more information:
Larry Randall: (785) 543-5641

Help Wanted

Bookkeeper Position Available at Colby, KS
This is a full-time position with competitive wages 

and a full benefits package.

Please send resume to:
CHS Inc. PO Box 465 Colby, KS 67701

E-mail: michele.lorg@chsinc.com or
Apply in person at CHS-Colby

2122 US Hwy 24, Colby, Kansas
EOE

Immediate opening for full-time RN at Good Samaritan-At-
wood. This is a Charge Nurse position which also includes 
the opportunity to learn MDS and Medicare coding. Work 
in a progressive skilled nursing facility with a close-knit 
resident and staff group. Contact Shari Horinek, RN, at 
785-626-9015, or apply online at www.good-sam.com. 
All qualified applicants will receive consideration without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, disability 
or protected veteran status.

FULL-TIME RN 
WANTED

 Part-time position for RN or LPN at Good Samaritan-At-
wood.  Work in a progressive skilled nursing facility with a 
close-knit resident and staff group.  Contact Shari Horinek, 
RN, at 785-626-9015, or apply online at www.good-sam.
com.  All qualified applicants will receive consideration 
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
disability, or protected veteran status.

PART-TIME RN 
OR LPN WANTED

McCarty Family Farms, LLC is currently seeking a pro-
cessing operator at our Rexford milk processing facility.  
This will be a great opportunity to join a fourth generation 
dairy farm and milk processing facility.  We are currently 
looking for a team oriented and motivated individual to 
join our family operation.  Responsibilities will include 
production floor monitoring, milk receiving, milk han-
dling and laboratory testing.  No experience required, as 
training will be provided.  This will be shift work and will 
require weekend work (every other weekend).  We are 
operating 24 hours a day and will require employees on 
one of two 12 hour shifts. Salary is starting at $15.00 per 
hour.  If interested please send resume and 3 references 
or apply onsite at:
Human Resources Department
McCarty Family Farms, LLC
2231 County Road 31
Rexford, KS 67753
jcgdvm@mccartyfamilyfarms.com

OperatOr

We are hiring
 immediately for 
Housekeepers. 

Apply in person at 
Quality Inn. 

1950 S. Range 
Colby, KS. 67701

HELP WANTED

Scott County Hospital has openings 
for the following positions:

PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL STAFF
Clinic Physician’s Assistant or Nurse Practitioner

PATIENT CARE 
Acute Care RN’s

Operating Room RN
Medical Lab Technician

$5000 Sign On BOnuS fOr Acute cAre rn’S
Applicants for these positions are required to be able to 
read, speak and understand English. Pre-employment 
physical, drug/alcohol screening, immunization titer, 
physical assessment and TB skin test required.  We 
are a tobacco free campus.  We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Applications are available through 
Human Resources at Scott County Hospital, 201 Al-
bert Avenue, Scott City, KS, 67871, 620.872.7772 or 
online at www.scotthospital.net.  

Part-time Registered Nurse 
position available at the 
Thomas County Health De-
partment, Colby, KS. Must 
have current KS RN license. 
Nurse would be responsible 
for clinical and community 
nurse practice supporting a 
busy health department. Du-
ties include patient assess-
ment, counseling, maternal 
and child health, immuniza-
tions, women’s health and 
disease investigations. Also 
providing health education 
and promotion services.19 
hrs/wk. No benefits. Salary 
commensurate with experi-
ence. Call 785-460-4596 or 
visit 350 S. Range, Ste 2 Col-
by, KS to apply. TCHD is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

HELP WANTED

Tubbs & Sons Ford has 2 
positions open. 1 full time 
Lube Technician pays up 
to $14.00 per hour. Also 
have 1 full time Service 
Technician position open. 
Pay commensurate with 
skill level. Must have clean 
driving record. Benefits 
include paid vacation & 
profit sharing 401K. 
Contact Chris Kraft at 785-
460-6746; 1-800-369-3673 
or fordcars@st-tel.net.

Pump Rig Operator 
50K & Benefits

Apply at 
Western Sprinklers, Inc., 

1100 S. Range Ave, 
Colby, KS. 

Drug testing required.

Woofter Construction 
& Irrigation, Inc. 

is looking for a full time
Welder/Mechanic

Benefits include:  
Vacation, Blue Cross 

Blue Shield, Aflac, 401K

Application is available 
online at www.woofter.com 

or pick one up at 
1965 Thielen Ave., Colby, KS

Notices 
Brule, Neb. Gun Show. Brule 
Activity Center. February 22 and 
23. Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.. Drawing 
for 2 Ruger handguns. Call 308-
287-2528 for more information.

---2/7---2/20---

Please help! If you are taking or 
have ever taken any college math 
course, I need your help! Capella 
University doctoral student Mi-
chael E. Quist is looking for former 
or current college mathematics 
students to participate in a vol-
untary research project. Your par-
ticipation in focus groups (where a 
small group will discuss ways they 
learn) and/or interviews (where 
individuals will describe how they 
learn) will help us establish best ap-
proaches and practices for college 
students learning mathematics, 
and will help us develop better pro-
grams in the future. It’s only a few 
hours, and will be a big help! The 
research supervisor is Capella’s 
Dr. Mark Larson. Anyone who is 
taking or has taken college math 
is welcome to participate. Please 
contact Michael at (785) 460-0376 
or mquist@hcscolby.org if you’re 
willing to participate. Thanks!

---1/29---2/12---

Dan is back! Dan Geschwentner. 
Small remodeling and repair jobs. 
Call 785-443-3673.

---12/15---TFN---

Classified ad deadlines (word 
ads only). Noon the day before 
publication (noon Friday for Mon-
day paper). Please check your ad 
the First time it runs. If you find an 
error, please call at (785) 462-3963 
so it can be corrected, since we will 
not be responsible for errors after 
that first day. The Colby Free Press.

---3/1---TFN---

Help Wanted

Great Benefits – The Colby 
Housing Authority is seeking ap-
plications for a full-time position 
in the Maintenance Department.  
Applicant must possess a high 
school diploma or GED equiva-
lent; have a valid Kansas Driver’s 
License and a driving record free 
of convictions for at least one year, 
and no felony convictions.  We offer 
great benefits including optional 
health, dental, and life insurance, 
sick leave, vacation, and KPERS 
retirement benefits. Applications 
are available at the Colby Housing 
Authority office, 600 S. Mission 
Ridge, Colby or call 785-460-6763 
to request one by mail.  This posi-
tion will be open until filled. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

---2/12---2/17---

Seeking persons to fill full and 
part time cashier positions for 
new retail business. Some com-
puter skills and retail experience 
preferred. Call 785-621-2441 to 
schedule an interview.

---2/10---2/14---

Registered Nurse, Full-time 
position available; night shift; 
twelve hour shifts. Successful ap-
plicants will possess a positive atti-
tude, strong communication skills, 
and basic computer knowledge. 
Holiday and weekend rotation re-
quired. Cheyenne County Hospital 
offers competitive wages, paid 
CEUs, support for educational 
growth, and a comprehensive ben-
efit package. Call or go online to 
learn more! www.cheyennecoun-
tyhospital.com; 785-332-2104 ext. 
116-Human Resources.

---2/12---2/24---

The Team at Kansasland Tire of 
Norton has an immediate open-
ing for a service truck operator/
general service person. Must have 
a valid drivers license. Competitive 
wages, 401k, insurance, & uni-
forms. Experience preferred, but 
not necessary we will train. Please 
stop by at 11101 Rd E1, Norton 
and pick up an application or call 
785-877-5181 EOE.

---2/12---TFN---

Make a difference with DSNWK! 
DSNWK is looking for reliable, 
caring individuals to provide sup-
port and teach daily living skills 
to adults with developmental dis-
abilities in Atwood, KS during the 
evening. This is a full-time personal 
assistant position. Must pass 
KBI, SRS, and Child/Adult abuse 
checks. Excellent benefit plan 
available. For more information, 
contact Denni at 785-626-3688. 
Apply on-line at www.dsnwk.orgor 
mail resume to DSNWK, 208 S 4th 
St, Atwood, KS 67730. EOE

---2/10---2/14---

DSNWK is looking for an Individual 
Service Coordinator (Case Manag-
er) to provide service coordination 
services for individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities in Northwest 
Kansas. Services are guided by a life 
plan developed to help the person 
live as independently as possible. 
Must pass KBI, SRS, and Child/
Adult abuse checks. Excellent 
benefit plan available. This is a full-
time work-from-home position. For 
more information, contact Nancy 
at 785-625-2521. Apply on-line at 
www.dsnwk.orgor mail resume to 
DSNWK, PO Box 310, Hays, KS 
67601. EOE.

---2/10---2/14---

CDL truck driver tanker required, 
local area, home every night. If 
interested call 620-874-0971.

---2/5---2/24---

Farm Bureau Financial Services 
is seeking a Field Claim Repre-
sentative to investigate, evaluate 
and negotiate casualty claims in 
the Northwest KS territory. The 
ideal candidate will reside in/near 
Colby, KS.  Candidate must have 
a college degree or equivalent 
experience; experience in auto 
body and mechanical repair pre-
ferred.  For further information and 
to apply online, please visit www.
fblcareers.com 

---1/31---2/13---

Jill’s Helping Hand is hiring a 
part-time worker in Colby to start 
approximately 10 hours per week. 
Duties would be light housekeep-
ing for elderly clients in Colby. 
Please call Jill at 785-622-4254 
for more details and application.

---1/30---2/12---

Needed, CDL route/delivery 
drivers in the Colby area. Benefit 
package available after 60 days.  
For more information, contact Rick 
at 308-627-6815.

---2/5---2/17---

Full time and part time CMA and 
LPN positions available at Fairview 
Estates for our Growing Assisted 
Living Facility. Competitive wages, 
AFLAC, and good working environ-
ment.Apply in person, ask for Gary 
at 1630 Sewell Ave, Colby. 785-462-
2154 EOE.

---2/3---2/14---

Electrician with 3 years experi-
ence or journeyman’s license need-
ed for service technician, pump 
and pivot irrigation work. Apply at 
Hitchcock, Inc. of Goodland or call 
785-899-5628 for more information.

---1/22---2/17---

Great Western Tire of Colby, Inc., 
1170 S. Country Club Drive, is now 
accepting applications for all shop 
positions.  Positions included, but 
not limited to, lube oil & tire, truck 
tire, service call, and alignment 
technicians.  Experience required, 
but will train the right person.  Valid 
driver’s license is a requirement.  Full 
time position includes competitive 
salary and benefits.  Apply in per-
son, EOE.  Questions please call 
785.462.2100.

---1/8---TFN---

PSI Transport, LLC, is always 
looking for good company livestock 
and grain haulers as well as shop 
mechanics. Competitive pay life/
health/dental benefit and bonus 
program available . EOE (785) 675-
3477

---7/13---TFN---

Carriers needed to deliver the 
Colby Free Press! Great for some-
one needing extra income. A few 
hours a day, 4 days a week. Bonus 
after 3 months. To apply please 
stop by the office at 155 W. Fifth 
St., Colby or for questions call 785-
462-3963.

---3/21---TFN---

Office Space for Rent
Downtown office space for rent, 
corner location, utilities included 
with rent. Call Thomas County 
Insurance 785-462-3939.

---10/3---TFN---

Buildings for Sale

Steel Building Bargains. Al-
located discounts. We do deals. 
30X40, 50x60, 100x100 and more. 
Total Construction and Blueprints 
Available. www.gosteelbuildings.
com. Source #18X. 620-577-4455.

---2/3---2/14---

Storage for Rent

Storage rentals 10x25. Discount 
for multiple months. Call 785-443-
3261.

---1/24---2/20---

Apartments for Rent

Very nice 1 & 2 bedroom apart-
ments in Colby. All utilities and 
cable paid 785-443-3472.

---2/6---2/12---

2 room efficiency apartment 
includes utilities. No pets. Call 
785-443-3261.

---1/24---2/20---

Houses for Sale

For sale or trade. 3 bedroom 
home in Brewster, 106 Nebraska. 
$39,000 OBO. Contact Kenny at 
719-740-1072.

---1/30---3/19---

Misc. for Sale

Refrigerators, electric stoves, 
air conditioner, under-counter 
dishwashers. We do not buy ap-
pliances. 785-694-8013.

---2/10---3/7---

Pebble Embossed Plastic Ban-
quet rolls 40’x300’ (white) $30 + 
tax. Can be purchased at the Colby 
Free Press, 155 W. 5th St.

---3/21---TFN---

Pasture Wanted
Need grass to rent for cow calf 
pairs. L.J. Heier Colby 785-443-
2824.

---1/17---2/13---

 Vehicles for Sale

Call us before you pay your next 
insurance premium. American 
Family Insurance - Rita Peters 
Agency - Colby 785-462-8246.

---1/18---TFN---

Services

Mane Appearance & Design now 
offering massages Would make a 
great Valentine’s gift. Stop in or call 
785-443-5693!

---2/3---2/14---

I specialize and analyze the situa-
tion surrounding the environment. 
Pines, Deciduous, Evergreens, 
Shelterbelts, Fruit Trees Cleanup, 
Removal, Nurseryman, gardening, 
Landscaping, Shrubs and Yard 
care and Snow Removal. Dave’s 
Tree Service. 785-443-0994

---2/3---2/28---

Tree Trimming & Removal Call 
Kerry @ Infinite Connections, 
bucket truck, stump grinder, in-
sured and free estimates. Family 
owned and operated. 785-626-
4261.

---1/31---7/17---

Do you have weeds every year? 
Want a great looking yard? Call 
JM Tree & Lawn Service to fill ALL 
of your needs this year. We offer 
full tree care and sprinkler system 
maintenance/installs as well. Call 
today to get a free quote. 785-
462-6908.

---5/13---TFN---

Do Your Feet Hurt? We can help 
with I-Step Technology. We also 
provide medicare approved dia-
betic shoes up to size 15 with doc-
tors prescription by appointment 
only. Currier Drug, Inc, Atwood. 
1-800-696-3214.

---4/22---TFN---

Have a leaking roof and need it 
repaired? Look no further. Mur-
ray Roofing & Construction, LLC 
will give you a free estimate and 
roof inspection. We specialize in 
residential and commercial roofing 
systems. Call our office to sched-
ule an inspection. 785-462-6908.

---3/11---TFN---
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Bird City Times

Nor’West Newspapers

Check out your local coverage 
in Northwest Kansas with

Please
Recycle!

785.426.7482

The government wears many hats. 
We put them all in one place.

From Social Security benefi ts to government jobs to tips on 
cutting energy costs, USA.gov has you covered. It’s your offi cial 
source for all federal, state and local government information.
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By Rusty Grafel
Colby Community College

As March gets closer 
we are down to our final 
five games of the regular 
season.  

During these last three 
weeks, we want to be run-
ning on all cylinders and 
playing the best basketball 
we possibly can!

We are still fighting for 
our first conference win 
and it wouldn’t have been 
any better than to have gotten it 
Saturday against Garden City.

The game supported awareness 
of Heart Disease and the people 
it has affected. Everyone was en-
couraged to wear red and could 
purchase shirts at the game.

Another upcoming home game 
on Wednesday, Feb. 19 against 
Dodge City is pink night where 
we are supporting breast cancer 
awareness and those who have 
been affected by it!  Everyone 
is also encouraged to wear pink 
and there will be shirts sold at the 
game.

Tonight brings a rematch 

against No. 15 nationally-rated 
Hutchinson at the Colby Com-
munity Building. We fought back 

from 16 down at half-
time in our first meet-
ing last month, getting 
within a few points be-
fore Hutch held on for 
the 92-80 win.

Game time is 8 p.m., 
right after our Colby 
Community College 
women take on the No. 
3-ranked Hutch Blue 
Dragons who own a 

23-0 record this season. They 
tip off at 6 p.m., and it’s a great 
chance for Trojans fans to again 
support both teams!

The college spring sports are 
underway with track having a 
meet last week at Crete, Neb. (sto-
ry below).

 Baseball and softball should be-
gin this week after snow cancelled 
last week’s openers. The softball 
team plays a home doubleheader 
on Saturday starting at 1 p.m.

Volleyball has started signing 
their new student athletes for next 
year as well as their returners.

Until next time, go Trojans!

sPortssPorts
Free Press 
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Rusty Grafel

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
THOMAS COUNTY, KANSAS

State of Kansas,   
Thomas County Sheriff’s Office  
Plaintiff 
v.  

$5,869.00 US Currency, M/L  
Defendant. 

Case No. 14-CV-01

NOTICE OF PENDING FORFEITURE 
Pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4109 of the Kansas 
Standard Asset Seizure and Forfeiture 
Act K.S.A. 60-4101 et seq.

TO: Jarrel Higgins, 1019 Monroe, 
Manhattan, KS, 66502; to all other unknown 
persons who may claim an interest in the 
following property:

 Notice is hereby given that property, 
described above, has been seized for 
forfeiture and is pending forfeiture to the 
State of Kansas pursuant to the Kansas 
Standard Asset Seizure and Forfeiture 
Act (KSASFA), K.S.A. 60-4101 et seq.  If 
you have not previously received a Notice 
of Seizure for Forfeiture, this constitutes 
notice pursuant to the Act.  The defendant’s 
property was seized on or about July 31, 
2013 in Thomas County, Kansas.  A Notice 
of Pending Forfeiture is sufficient to begin 
this civil action and to seek out possible 
claimants to seized property.
 The conduct giving rise to forfeiture and/or 
the violation of law alleged is:  Distribution of 
an Hallucinogenic Drug.  Plaintiff will further 
allege that a presumption of forfeitability 
exists pursuant to K.S.A. 60-4112(k).
 You are hereby notified that the Plaintiff’s 
Attorney has chosen to initially proceed with 
this matter administratively and is making 
stipulation of exemptions available for the 
property seized for forfeiture as described 

Public Notice
above.    Therefore,
You may do either of the following:
•   File a verified legal claim with the District 

Court of Thomas County, Kansas, the 
Plaintiff’s Attorney and the contact 
person for the seizing agency, clearly 
identifying the property you seek to claim.  
This claim must be in affidavit form and 
include all information required by K.S.A. 
60-4111.  This claim shall be mailed via 
certified mail, return receipt requested.  
The addresses for the Court and seizing 
agency are as follows: Seizing Agency 
Contact: Thomas County Sheriff’s 
Office, 225 N. Court, Colby, KS 67701, 
Thomas County District Court, 300 N. 
Court Street, P.O. Box 805, Colby, KS 
67701; OR

•   Do nothing.
The law further provides for provisional return 
of property under certain circumstances 
including the posting of a surety bond or 
court hearing on whether probable cause 
existed when the property was seized.  You 
may wish to consult with an attorney before 
deciding what is best for you.  However, if 
no claim is filed within thirty (30) days of 
the publication of this Notice, any interest 
you may have in the property described 
above will be forfeited.  Again, all claims 
shall comply with the strict requirements for 
claims set forth in K.S.A. 60-4111.
   
Dated this 7 day of February, 2014.
   

s/Kevin N. Berens
   
Kevin N. Berens, #19304
Plaintiff’s Attorney
Thomas County Attorney
300 N. Court Ave. 
Colby, KS 67701
(785) 460-4580

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
Wednesday, February 12, 2014)

Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID 

THOMAS COUNTY, KANSAS 

Sealed proposals will be received by the 
Thomas County, Kansas in the Thomas 
County Clerk’s Office at the Thomas 
County Courthouse, 300 N. Court Ave, 
Colby, Kansas until 4:00 p.m. on February 
27, 2014 for a project to remove overhead 
hazards and deteriorating limestone and 
replacement of the same, if necessary 
per the specifications set forth in the bid 
documents. The proposals will be opened 
and read in public at 9:00 a.m. at the regularly 
scheduled Thomas County Commissioners 
meeting on February 28, 2014. 

PROJECT: REMOVAL OF LOOSE AND 
DETERIORATED STONE AND 
REPLACEMENT OF ANY REMOVED 
STONE FROM ELEVATIONS ON THE 
COURTHOUSE, WHILE PRESERVING 
STRUCTURES AND HISTORICAL 
INTEGRITY OF THE COURTHOUSE, 
AS PER PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS 
AVAILABLE WITH THOMAS COUNTY. 
BID SHOULD INCLUDE A BEGIN DATE 
AND AN ESTIMATED LENGTH OF 
PROJECT. 

Requests for Bid Documents (including the 
project specifications) and any questions 
regarding the project should be directed 
to Shelly Harms, Thomas County Clerk. 
Thomas County may accept the lowest 
and best responsive bid, and reserves the 
right to reject part or all of any or all bids, 
to waive irregularities or informalities in any 
bid, to divide purchases among bidders to 
accomplish the best gross price, and to 
make the final decision as to acceptability 
of quality and price. Bids received after the 
specified time of closing will be unopened. 
Time is of the essence. 

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
February 12, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20, 21, 

24, 26, and 27, 2014)

BEFORE THE 
STATE CORPORATIONCOMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF KANSAS
NOTICE OF FILING APPLICATION

RE: VAL ENERGY INC. Application for a 
permit to authorize the disposal of 
Saltwater into the BEACHNER 2-7 
SWD, located in THOMAS County, 
Kansas.

TO: All Oil and Gas Producers, Unleased 
Mineral Interest Owners, Landowners, 
and all Persons whomever concerned.

YOU, and each of you, are hereby notified 
that VAL Energy Inc. has filed an application 
to commence the disposal of saltwater into 
the TOPEKA formation at the BEACHNER 
2-7 SWD, located in the Approx SE SW SW 
NW SEC. 7-8S-35W, 2344’ FNL & 495’ FWL, 
THOMAS County, Kansas, with a maximum 
operating pressure of 0 psi, and a maximum 
injection rate of 2,000 bbls. Per day.

Any persons who object to or protest this 
application shall be required to file their 
objections or protest with the Conservation 
Division of the State Corporation 
Commission of the State of Kansas within 
fifteen (15) days from the date of this 
publication.  These protests shall be filed 
pursuant to Commission regulations and 
must state specific reasons why the grant 
of the application may cause waste, violate 
correlative rights or pollute the natural 
resources of the State of Kansas.

All persons interested or concerned shall 
take notice of the foregoing and shall 
govern themselves accordingly.

VAL Energy Inc.
200 W. Douglas #520
Wichita, Kansas 67202
316-263-6688

(Published in the Colby Free Press on
Wednesday, February 12, 2014)

Public Notice

“I have peace of mind...   Mom remains independent.”

Powered by

What if you LIVE ALONE and 
have an EMERGENCY?

You’re never alone with Lifewatch!
(888) 927-7431

One Push of a Button can Protect You from Emergencies!

First 100 callers receive a
FREE Medilok lockbox

   Mom remains independent.”
   Mom remains independent.”

You’re never alone with Lifewatch!

Visit us on  facebook

“I’m never alone with 
LIFEWatch.”

–Dick Van Patten

$1
AS LOW AS

A 
DAY!

� Medical       � Falls      
� Fire       � Burglary

Colby takes win from Norton’s home

In late Tuesday night ac-
tion, the Golden Plains High 
girls improved to 12-3 this 
season by edging Hill City, 
31-30, in Rexford. 

Hill City gained a split of 
this varsity doubleheader 
with the boys winning 60-34. 
Golden Plains’ boys slipped 
to 7-9 overall.

Watch for a game story 
with more details on an up-
coming sports page.

Upcoming area sporting 
events:

Tonight
Women’s/men’s college 

basketball: Hutchinson at 
Colby, 6/8 p.m.

College baseball: Colby at 
Sterling JV, 1 p.m.

Thursday
Girls/boys basketball: 

Dodge City at Colby, 6/8 
p.m.’

Wrestling: Colby at Garden 
City, 6 p.m.

Girls/boys basketball: 
Heartland Christian at West-
ern Plains, 5 p.m.

Junior high basketball: 
Triplains-Brewster, Golden 
Plains in WKLL at Brewster.

Golden
girls down
Hill City

R.B. HEADLEY/Colby Free Press
Colby High’s Luke Cox (20) congratulated classmate Marc 
Bremenkamp after a basket against Hugoton Friday night. The 
seniors joined classmate Cameron Brown (3) in teaming for 43 
points, 22 rebounds and seven assists at Norton on Monday.

By R.B. Headley
Colby Free Press

rbheadley@nwkansas.com

Not today, Norton Bluejays.
SWAT! Colby High senior Luke 

Cox didn’t wiggle his finger like 
NBA great Dikembe Mutombo, 
but his third blocked shot of Mon-
day’s game made a bigger impact 
than any Geico commercial.

REJECTED! That feeling 
struck the heart of Norton’s come-
back again four nights before 
Valentine’s Day. Before the buzz 
from Cox subsided, senior Camer-
on Brown blocked a Bluejay fol-
low shot before it had any prayer 
of “kissing” off the glass.

Either basket would have 
brought Norton within one point 
midway through the fourth period.

Instead, it was time for some 
Colby candy and Eagle teammates 
were happy recipients.

Freshman Donte Whitfield 
turned Brown’s perfect gift of a 
pass into two points, and junior 
Ashton Russ finished the next two 
fast breaks with tasty baskets.

Suddenly, the three-point Colby 
lead had tripled to nine at 57-48  
— and there was no giving away 
this sweet 64-59 road victory.

The Eagles (2-12 record) made 
a great recovery from Friday’s 
58-53 loss as Hugoton erased a 
nine-point, second-half Colby ad-
vantage.

MADDY WALZ/Golden Plains High School
Senior Shane Ryburn was on target for two more of his game-
high 21 points in Golden Plains’ win over Logan Friday evening.

Bulldogs roll past
Logan for victory
By Judy Rogers

Golden Plains High School

The Golden Plains Bulldogs 
played the Logan Trojans Fri-
day evening and gave fans who 
packed Rexford’s gymnasium an 
exciting night of basketball action 
as they captured their seventh win 
of the season with a 57-48 victory. 

“This was a good win for us,” 
senior Shane Ryburn said.  “We 
worked well as a team. The 
younger players stepped up and 
played well with the team.”

The Trojans pushed in the first 
four points of the game, but Ry-
burn quickly tied it.  

The Trojans regained the lead 
and Tristan Schwarz answered 
with another tying score. This 
trading of baskets continued 
throughout the first with the game 
being tied at 14 at the end of the 
quarter.

The second quarter saw much 
of the same as the teams traded 
buckets with the Bulldogs adding 
nine and the Trojans 10 to make it 
a one point game at the half.

As both sides of the gym 
cheered for their team, the boys 
continued to swap scores in the 

second half tying it 31-31.
A three-point shot from Tristan 

Schwarz put the Bulldogs back 
on top with two minutes to go in 
the third quarter.  The Trojans an-
swered, but Grant Spresser made 
a layup with an “and one” and the 
Bulldogs led by four.

The Trojans hit a couple of free 
shots of their own and Ryburn 
added another basket to lead 39-
35 going into the fourth.

The Trojans closed the gap to 
start the fourth, but as the fouls 
mounted, the boys stepped to the 
free throw line.

Sophomore Koi Wessel hit four 
for four while Zach Spresser and 
Schwarz each madeboth of their 
attempts.  The boys fought it out 
to the very end with the Bulldogs 
finishing out a victorious evening

Ryburn finished the game 
with 21 points for the Bulldogs. 
Schwarz added 15 inlcuidng three 
3-pointers, and Grant Spresser 
contributed 10.

Additonal scores came from 
Koi Wessel (six points), Kade 
Wessel (three) and Zach Spresser 
(two). The boys are now 7-7 on 
the season, having won six of their 
last eight games.

“We played so well on Friday (a 
five-point home loss to Hugoton), 
we just needed to build on it,” 
coach Kevin Brown said. “I kept 
saying layups and free throws,  
shoot nothing else (in the final 
minutes). They (Norton) tried to 
pressure the ball and lost track of 
some kids.”

“And we hit some free throws,”  
the coach added.

Colby shot exactly 50 percent 
for a second consecutive game, 
although the Eagles launched 18 
more shots (52) than Friday’s loss 
(34) to Hugoton.

Cameron Brown was an even 
better 60 percent (nine for 15 field 
goals) as both he and Cox estab-
lished their dominance early on 
“Big Monday.”

When they weren’t driving past 
defenders like boring dates aban-
doned at McDonald’s, Brown or 
Cox were posting up inside to 
show the versatility that would 
make guards like Magic Johnson 
proud.

“Yeah, Norton had three perim-
eter players who were under six 
feet tall,” coach Brown explained.  
“So with Luke’s strength and 
Cameron’s height, we knew could 
take advantage inside.”

After netting Colby’s first eight 
points on Friday, Cox followed 
that up with nine during Monday’s 
first period. He scored down low, 

drilled a three and turned his first 
steal into another two for an 11-7 
Colby lead.

Brown also began breaking 
Norton’s heart by hitting a variety 
of driving and twisting shots.

The Bluejays (5-10 record) 

often kept pace thanks to deter-
mined efforts from Furbush (17 
points) and Drew Schrumm (14).

They caught only Colby at 27-
27, only to see Ashton Russ’ time-
ly baseline jump put his Eagles 
ahead for good.

Norton nibbled the deficit to one 
point on at least three occasions. 
In fact, it was 47-46 entering that 
decisive fourth quarter. 

Yet the Eagles always had 
an answer whether it was Marc 
Bremenkamp (10 points) or Aus-
tin Russ, Chandler Comfort and 
Whitfield (four points each).

“It is a good win for us tonight. 
The guys have worked hard and  
they deserve it,” coach Brown 
said. “The Norton boys played 
their hearts out, too.”

The Eagles continue a busy 
week at home against 6A Garden 
City Thursday night before visit-
ing Holcomb on Friday.

Both games should begin 
around 8 p.m. following girls’ var-
sity contests.

“Against the big schools like 
Garden City, it’s just matter of be-
ing loose and giving it all we got,” 
coach Brown concluded.

Colby (64)  — Cameron Brown 
23 points, Luke Cox 10, Marc 
Bremenkamp 10, Ashton Russ 8, 
Austin Russ 4, Chandler Com-
fort 4, Donte Whitfield 4, Adam 
Giersch 1. Rebound leaders: 
Brown 9, Cox 7, Bremenkamp 6.  
Assists: Cox 3, Brown 2, Bremen-
kamp 2, Comfort 2, Ashton Russ 
2. Steals: Bremenkamp 2, Whit-
field 2. Blocked shots: Cox 3.

Norton (59) — Tanner Fur-
bush’s 17 points led Norton.

Trojans track and field athletes break school records at Classic
The Colby Community College 

men’s indoor track and field team 
competed last weekend at the Fred 
Beile Classic hosted by Doane 
College in Crete, Neb. 

The weekend was highlighted 
by the Trojans setting two stadium 
records in the men’s 600-meter 
run and the men’s 1600-meter re-
lay. 

Fabian Hayles set a new stadi-
um record in the men’s 600-meter 
run with a personal best time of 

1:21.02.  
The previous record of 1:22.07 

was held by Greg Torre of Doane 
College set in 2005.

The men’s 1600-meter relay 
of Ashley Riley, Mike Kinut-
hia, Hayles and Desmond Ma-
jor topped the previous stadium 
record of 3:22.77 which was set 
earlier this season by Concordia 
University with a time of 3:21.32.

Other highlights from the week-
end included Raheem Brown and 

Anthony Farrington finishing sec-
ond and third in both the men’s 
60-meter and 200-meter dash; 
Mike Kinuthia and Josh Quiroga 
taking first and second in the men’s 
800-meter run; Chris Speaks win-

ning the men’s mile; and Omar 
Trevion taking the overall title in 
the men’s 3000-meter run.

The Trojans’ next competition 
is the Indoor Track and Field Re-
gion VI Championships in Law-

rence on Feb. 21.
Last season, the Trojans fin-

ished as Region VI runner-ups.  
Their second-place finish was 

the best finish in the program’s 
Division I history.

 Watch for results from Region 
VI next week.

Trojans put heart
into great causes
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usatoday.com
Winter Olympian Katie Uhlaender gets ready for the skeleton 
competition with her new patriotic helmet selected by Twitter fol-
lowers. Uhlaender has a Kansas connection as her family still 
owns a ranch near Atwood.

Kansas ranch helped Olympian
With new helmet, skeleton star aiming at medal in Sochi
By Clyde Hughes

newsmax.com
and R.B. Headley

Colby Free Press

Three-time Olympian Katie Uh-
laender will wear a patriotic Eagle 
helmet for the skeleton competi-
tion at the Sochi Olympics, and 
she let her Twitter followers de-
cide which one.

Uhlaender told the Chicago Tri-
bune that she came up with the 
idea to let her fans decide which 
helmet she would wear after jok-
ing about it with fellow snow-
boarders, including gold medalist 
Jamie Anderson. From there, she 
posted photos of the helmets on 
Twitter and asked for advice. 

“I just decided to tweet a photo 
of both helmets and see what the 
public thought,” Uhlaender said. 

“Because I wasn’t sure about 
changing helmets just before the 
Olympics was a good idea and it 
blew up. There were like a thou-
sand tweets about it. I decided to 
tally it up and let them pick.”

Uhlaender has a family connec-
tion to Kansas as her late father 
and former major league baseball 
player Ted Uhlaender purchased a 
ranch near Atwood. 

Ted Uhlaender suffered a fatal 
heart attack at the ranch on Feb. 
12, 2009, just hours before Katie 
took second in the women’s skel-
eton World Cup season finale at 
Utah Olympic Park.

Katie struggled with the loss 
and finished a disappointing 11th 
in the 2010 Winter Olympics at 
Vancouver. She retreated to the 
Atwood ranch which helped her 
recover and prepare for this next 

Olympic chance.
During an interview with the 

Associated Press, Katie said she 
returns to the ranch often and 
feels her dad’s spirit in those open 
spaces. 

She has grown to love farm-
ing and plans on owning her own 
ranch someday.

Mom Karen Uhlaender still 
lives in the area. The Colby Free 
Press contacted her Tuesday af-
ternoon and received a message 
“I’m probably out rounding up 
critters.”

Karen did answer a later phone 
call from the Free Press. She 
won’t be attending the Olympics 
because of high travel costs, but 
is excited to watch her daughter 
compete on television.

Katie’s skeleton competition 
will be telecast on Thursday from 

4 p.m. to 6 p.m., and then again 
on Friday from 6 to 8 p.m. She’ll 
race on the same track where she 
finished second a year ago behind 
teammate Noelle Pikus-Pace, who 
is a medal favorite in Sochi.

The selected helmet was painted 
by a person who designed the hel-
met of former Olympic champion 
skier Picabo Street, a close friend.
   Street said that Uhlaender has 
moved forward mentally and 
physically and is ready.
“She’s in a way better place and 
it took a while,” Street told the 
AP. “It would take a while for 
anybody to get there. Ted was her 
rock. He was her idol. He was her 
daddy. He played so many roles 
in her life and I think what has 
happened over the last four years 
is that she has realized that she’s 
her own person.”

Bluejays shoot past Eagle girls

R.B. HEADLEY/Colby Free Press
Colby High junior Hannah 
Strange showed intense Eagle 
defense against 4A Division II 
No. 3 Hugoton last week. The 
Eagles play at home against 
Dodge City on Thursday.

By R.B. Headley
Colby Free Press

rbheadley@nwkansas.com

Coach Ryan Becker could see 
it coming before his Colby High 
girls tipped off against Norton 
Monday night.

“They’re going to shoot a lot of 
threes,” Becker said in a pre-game 
interview with local media. 

The Bluejays didn’t hit a lot 
(four for 14), but those four threes 
all played crucial roles during 
their 47-41 home victory.

Colby powered ahead behind 
great early rebounding domi-
nance. Junior Hannah Strange’s 
putback and free throw made it 
3-0.

Moments later, sophomore Lara 
Stephens intercepted a pass which 
led to senior Haileigh Shull’s cor-
ner three-pointer.

Strange scored again inside af-
ter another offensive rebound, so 
the Eagles owned their 10-4 lead.

That’s when Norton’s two tri-
ples ignited a 14-0 run and stun-
ning 18-10 advantage.

“Norton shot the ball well all 
night,” Becker said. “We were in 
the right positions on the defen-
sive end, but foul trouble and a 
missing starter (sophomore guard 
Brielle McKee) made things a lit-
tle harder than we expected.”

Colby never caught the Blue-
jays again, though it wasn’t due 
to lack of determined comeback 
attempts.

The Eagles closed within 25-24 
just after halftime as junior Shaila 
Giebler showed Colby shooters 
can also hit from long distance.

Sophomore Brenly Terrell tal-
lied 12 second-half points, and her 
trifecta sliced Norton’s lead down 
to 32-29. 

Moments later, Giebler drove 
inside inside the lane and flipped 
in another shot for a 32-31 thriller.

“We had some times on the of-
fensive end where we were suc-
cessful,” Becker observed. “But 
we didn’t maintain our offensive 
mindset throughout the game.”

The Bluejays (8-8 record) also 
seemed set on answering when-
ever Colby got close.

Sure enough, they went on an-
other 9-2 run capped by a fourth 
and final three-point basket. 

Colby suffered another setback 
when the dreaded trouble arrived. 
Shull was whistled for her fifth 
foul with 4:53 remaining.

Trailing 41-33, Colby couldn’t 
create enough offense to get closer 
than the final six-point margin.

Senior Bailey Ambrosier’s 15 
points were a big reason for the 
Bluejay triumph. She only aver-
aged about five per game before 
Monday.

The Bluejays carried this win-
ning momentum to Tuesday eve-
ning and a 40-36 win over Decatur 
County.

Unofficially, Terrell’s 15 points 
paced the 6-8 Eagles on Monday.

Giebler added eight points fol-
lowed by Stephens (six), Strange 
(five) and Shull (five).

The Eagles still have two more 
chances at a win this week. 

They’ll take on 6A Dodge City 
on Thursday in the Community 
Building to begin a 6:30 p.m. 
girls-boys varsity doubleheader.

Both Eagle teams visit Great 
West Athletic Conference foe 
Holcomb Friday evening.

Junior varsity and C team re-
sults will be in action during both 
nights.

Wildcats surprise
No. 2-rated Titans

Just like the Wildcat men from 
Kansas State University against 
Kansas Monday evening, visiting 
Wallace County’s Wildcat girls 
were ready to tangle with a high-
rated foe Tuesday night.

The Triplains-Brewster Titans 
had earned a 1A Division II No. 
2 ranking this week from Kansas 
Basketball Coaches Association 
voters.

Yet it didn’t seem to impress or 
intimidate Wallace County as the 
Wildcats led throughout a 55-51 
upset at Winona.

The Titans (10-3 record) nearly  
wiped out an eight-point, fourth-
quarter deficit. They pulled within 
47-46 after leading scorers Brit-
tany Plummer and Shayna Rogge 
both rattled in shots.

However, some crucial missed 
free throws defused this explosive 
comeback. Senior April Mays did 
make two which sliced the Wild-
cats’ lead to 54-51 with six sec-

onds remaining.
Yet Wallace County handled 

Titan pressure and then made one 
final clinching charity shot.

Plummer’s 15 points topped 
Triplains-Brewster, hitting three 
of her team’s four baskets from 
beyond the three-point arc.

Senior C.J. Lewellan and Rogge 
sent nine points apice through the 
Winona nets.

Other Titans to connect were 
Alicia Barre (five points, one 
three), sophomore Kelly Lamb 
(two points) and Mays (two).

The Titans will try to defend 
their other home floor in Brewster 
Friday night when another danger-
ous opponent visits. Wheatland-
Grinnell will bring a 10-4 record 
into this 6:30 p.m. contest.

Triplains-Brewster’s boys also 
played on Tuesday and lost a 58-
37 decision to 11-1 Wallace Coun-
ty. Senior Seth Smith’s 20 points 
paced the TP-B boys (5-8 overall).


