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Baby Blues °® Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

TUE BURNETTES JUST INVITED US
ONER FOR NEW VEARS EVE.

DONOU TUINK WECAN
GET A SITTER?

GENT T\ UNUESS NOU MEAN
WEW, TEWTHEM. / THIS NEW NEAR'S EXE...

PROBABLY..
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WELL, I GUESS
YELLING IS BETTER
THAN HURTING EACH
OTHER ;}/////;

I DON'T KNOW,
MY THROAT |1
KILLING ME

HOW DID YOU LIKE
YOUR LAST JOB?

s Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved
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[ WAS OVERWORKED
AND UNDERPAID!

SHOW HIM THE
ROPES, BUMSTEAD!
HE'S HIRED!!

www.Blondie.com

Hagar the Horrible ® Chris Browne

T Y We LEAVE FOR THE

)

UP, ENEMY CAMP
N7 \  AFTER SUNSET!
—/}\' 4

Terry
. (Kovel

K Antiques and
Collecting

Giﬁ flasks used
to ring 1n a year

New Year’s Eve celebrations have long includ-
ed alcoholic drinks. A toast to the New Year is
part of the party, along with music, noisemakers
and a New Year’s wish and kiss.

In the early 1900s, bars were the hub of much
social activity. Neighborhood folks would eat,

“A Merry Christmas,
Happy New Year, Hotel
Emrich, 485 to 489 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Washing-
ton, D.C.” is the wording
on the label under glass
on this antique holiday
gift flask. It once held a
half pint of whiskey. The
bottle sold for $468 at an
online Norman C. Heck-
ler bottle auction.

drink and talk as
they do today, but
of course  with-
out a sportscast on
a nearby TV set.
Gifts from the sa-
loon  management
to regular customers
were expected. In the
1880s, a popular gift
was a special small
glass flask filled
with whiskey. Its la-
bel read “Season’s
Greetings,” and in-
cluded the name of
the giver — a hotel,
bar or bartender.

These holiday
bottles are very col-
lectible today. Price
is determined by the
shape and color of
the bottle and the his-
toric interest in the
giver.

Norman C. Heck-
ler & Co., which op-

Family Circus ° Bil Keane
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“The year’s almost over. Was |
s’posed to do something?”

Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green

WELL USE THE 4 WoULD IT 6e
COVER OF NIGHT OKAY TO BRING
TO MOUNT A MY TORCH
SNEAK ATTACK!

12-30

GRIMM, P00 BROUGHT
ME MQ SLIPPERS!
THANK ©OL 77

Sally Forth ® Greg Howard

(" WELL, DON'T YOU \{
GUYS LOOK SHARP. }/

IT’S NEW YEAR'S EVE AND WE'RE
HITTING THE TOWN, SEEING THE SIGHTS,
AND PAINTING THIS WHOLE

PLACE RED.
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YES, BUT THEY
you were | HIVE A BLOCK AWAY
AND TS COLD SO
JUST GOING TO -
THE RACINES’ WE'RE DRIVING BY
WAY OF THE
STARBUCKS TO
GET HOLIDAY
FRAPPES <
BEFORE
THEY RUN

CYNES

'M NOT DOIN’| | MAN! PULLING TEETH
ANYTHING TO | | WITH YOU IS LIKE. . .
KEEP MY
TOOTH IN! PULLING TEETH?

IT LOOKS LIKETONIGHT
IS ATV NIGHT.

SHEESH!
WELL, YEAH

THIS MUST BE YOUR FAVORITE
SHON BECAUSE 1 SEE YOV
WATCHING ITALLTHE TIME'!
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REMEMBER OUR
TRIPTO ITALYZ
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JEREMY DENTEDHOAR
§ (AR, LOST THE HOUSE Kers
& ANDAMOSTSETTHE
,  KITCHENON FIRE.

erates online bottle

auctions,  recently
sold a ¢.1900 gift bottle from the Hotel Emrich in
Washington, D.C., for $468. It had a label under
glass, which added to the value.

Q: My grandmother, who was born in the
late 1800s, had some pieces of silverware that
I now own. I would like to preserve them and
display them in a shadow box for my children.
Is there something I can put on the silver to
keep it from tarnishing?

A: Silver that is going to be displayed, not used
for eating, can be lacquered to prevent tarnish. It
should be cleaned before treating. You can have
it lacquered by someone who repairs and restores
silver, or you can buy a product meant specifi-
cally for silver and do it yourself. This can be a
difficult process if the piece has an intricate de-
sign. Every bit of the silver must be covered and
the lacquer must be applied evenly. Lacquer will
yellow over time and may crack. You can use Re-
naissance Wax, a micro-crystalline wax, instead
of lacquer, but it will not prevent tarnish for as
long. Silver can’t be polished once it is lacquered.
The lacquer has to be completely removed first.
The type of box the silver will be displayed in
also is important. It should have an airtight lid, if
possible. Don’t display the silver on felt, velvet
or wool.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

West dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
NJ873
YAQI103
®K832
A
WEST EAST
®Q1064 @92
$JI87S ¥942
®75 €J1094
dJ87 S®[0542
SOUTH
#AKS5
YK6
®AQ6
#K Q963
The bidding:
West North  East South
Pass 19 Pass 28
Pass 24 Pass 4 NT
Pass 5% Pass SNT
Pass 6® Pass 7NT
Opening lead — seven of diamonds.

Famous Hand

This deal occurred in the 1976 World Pairs
Olympiad. It was played at 44 tables, but at
only five of the 18 tables where a grand slam
in notrump was bid did declarer make seven
notrump.

The bidding at one table went as shown, and
West led the seven of diamonds. South won with
the ace, played a club to dummy’s ace and cashed
the A-K of spades, hoping the queen would fall.
When it didn’t, declarer cashed the K-Q of clubs,
hoping to find either defender with the J-10-x of
clubs. In that case, he would have had 13 easy
tricks, but this possibility also failed to material-
ize.

South’s chances of making the grand slam
were getting worse by the minute, but, undaunt-
ed, he next played the king and another heart and
successfully finessed dummy’s ten, creating this
position:

North
YAQ
K83
West East
Q10 ¥9
¥Jg ¢J104
*5 %10
South
A5
Q6
#9096

Declarer cashed dummy’s ace of hearts, dis-
carding a spade, and then led the queen of hearts.
This last play put East out of commission. It
didn’t matter whether he discarded a diamond or
a club; either way, South would make the grand
slam.

(¢)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

7|8 5 9 1

3(8/ 1 4 E

6|48 3]

7] 127 |3

=

9 5 g

4| '8 |1

68 5|2

9/6/3]|5 Z

&)

1. (9| (7 |64 [
Difficulty Level % 12/30
This is alogic-based num- |1/2|6|4/7/8|3/5|9

ber placement puzzle. 514/9]1/2/3]7|8/6:
The goal is to enter a num- 3/7/8/9/5/614/1)2
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich 3 g ‘;3 2 ; ‘21 2 g ;
each row, column and 3x3 594735168
regionmustcontainonlyone 2737528191617 1
instance of each numeral. sl1l2|3/6/7/5 9|2

The solution to the last [9|6|7|54/1]|8|2|3

Sudoku puzzle is at right.

Cryptoquip

BO JR ODTGUDV SDPD ORYJW

UBEBJF BI

KPRQBNGU VSGTQ,

XRY VGX BK'V

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:

G NDPKGBJ
SRYUW

G TGJ-FPRED?

i
THAT ITCH-PRODUCING

INSECT IS ENDEMIC TO ECUADOR’S CAPITAL,
SO I GUESS IT’S A QUITO MOSQUITO.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals I

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 37 Colum- 60 Levy 12 Factory
1 Cash bus’ 61 Parcel of apparatus
dispenser birthplace land 19 Talk on
4 Donkey 39 Zephyrs and on
7 This 41 Come DOWN 21 “Help!”
and forth 1 Farm 23 Youngster
that 43 Sphere fraction 25 Voice of
11 Stylish 44 Group of 2 People in Shrek’s
13 G.I. Jane, quail general Fiona
e.g. 46 Gun the 3 Calf- 26 Differently
14 Basin engine length 27 Agents,
accessory 50 Stare 4 Great for short
15 Start stupidly reverence 28 Author
over 53 Charged 5 Gilbert of Nicholas
16 Historic bit “The Talk” 29 “If | may
time 55 Queue 6 Resell interrupt
17 Contact 56 Mid- for a
— eastern huge 30 Region
18 Keeping airline profit 31 Long
watch 57 Holly- 7 Unfairly sandwich
on wood 8 Have 35 Crony
20 As well trickery, bills 38 One’s
22 Cistern for short 9 Sawbuck years
24 Talcum, 58l didit!” 10 Pts. of 40 Blunder
forone 59 Dissolve a day 42 Qust
28 Garden 45 Medi-
pavilions E tative
32 Steps 2 2 practice
over a 47 Test tube
fence 48 Loosen
33 Captain’s 49 Organic
greeting fuel
34 Bath 50 Jewel
site 51 Pub order
36 Pad- 52 Crony
locked 54 Put the
fastener kibosh on

2 3
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