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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 12/19

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 12/18

Three Vital Elements
A squeeze is not really as mysterious as some 

players believe. Eventually, what happens is that 
declarer cashes his tricks and a defender fi nds he 
cannot discard without costing his side a trick.

The primary characteristic of most successful 
squeezes is that declarer fi nds himself in a posi-
tion where he can win all the remaining tricks but 
one. Let’s see how this applies to today’s deal.

Before play starts, South has only nine ready-
made winners, but after West leads a heart and 
East takes the ace, South has 11 of the remain-
ing 12 tricks. In other words, he has all the tricks 
but one, which alerts him to the possibility of a 
squeeze.

A second characteristic of a squeeze is that one 
opponent is burdened with having to guard two 
suits. Thus, in this hand, East has to protect both 
spades and diamonds. West, his partner, cannot 
help him in this regard, and might just as well be 
somewhere else.

A third characteristic is that when declarer 
eventually leads the card on which the squeeze 
will occur, there must be an entry to the hand 
opposite. This requirement is called communi-
cation, and without it the squeeze cannot work. 
Declarer has all three elements working for him 
in the present deal.

Let’s say East returns a heart at trick two. 
South cashes two hearts and four clubs, and East 
is helpless when the last club is played. He must 
part with a spade or a diamond, and whichever 
one he discards, South acquires his 12th trick.

Observe that from the moment East takes the 
ace of hearts at trick one, there is nothing he can 
do to avoid this fate. All declarer has to do is 
to cash his heart and club winners and keep his 
entries to both hands intact, and poor East is a 
goner.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I have two chairs that each have a metal 
plate underneath that reads “Made in Eng-
land by Jaycee Furniture Ltd., Brighton, Sus-
sex” and another that reads “Made in Eng-
land expressly for Carson Pirie Scott and Co.” 
I would like to sell them. Can you tell me what 
they’re worth?

A: Jaycee Furniture made reproduction fur-
niture in traditional styles. The company was 
founded by Jack Cohen in 1947 and closed in 
1998. 

Carson Pirie Scott & Co. was a furniture store 
headquartered in Chicago. It started when Samuel 
Carson and John Pirie founded a dry-goods store 
in Amboy, Ill., in 1854. The company moved to 
Chicago during the late 1860s. It became Carson 
Pirie Scott & Co. when Robert Scott became a 
partner in 1890. The company still is in business, 
now operating under the name Carson’s. 

The labels on your chairs suggest they were 
sold after 1950. The chairs would sell as useful 
pieces of furniture, but not as antiques. The price 
probably will be less than half the cost of a simi-
lar new chair.

Q: I have a couple of vintage issues of a 
French comic book titled “Les Pieds Nick-
eles.” Is there a collecting club for this sort of 
thing?

A: The French comic strip titled “Les Pieds 
Nickeles” (loosely translated as “The Nickel-
Plated Feet Gang”) was fi rst published in 1908. 
The strips must have been collected later for pub-
lication as comic books. Several U.S. auctions 
specialize in selling old comic books, although 
yours is not well-known here and won’t be high-
priced. One club for collectors is the Comic Book 
Collectors Club (ComicBookCollectorsClub.
com).

Q: In 1973, I was working for the post of-
fi ce in Whitewater, Calif. When the post offi ce 
moved into a trailer, its furniture was sold or 
tossed. I was lucky enough to buy a wooden 
postal sorting table for $5. It includes a mail-
sorting case with 100 small cubbyholes – four 
rows of 25. The table is 70 inches long by 26 
inches deep. Including the case, it’s 64 inches 
high. 

The case is stamped on the back: “516-B 
Carriers Routing Case & Table, Property 
of the Post Offi ce Dept., from Corbin Cab’t. 
Lock Co., New Britain, Conn., 1929.” We con-
sider it a family heirloom, but would like to 
know what you think of it.

A: Corbin Cabinet Lock Co. was founded in 
1882 and still is in business. Today it’s owned by 
the Eastern Co., based in Wheeling, Ill. Corbin 
sold all sorts of locks, post offi ce boxes and post-
al furniture to the U.S. Post Offi ce Dept. (now 
called the U.S. Postal Service). The 1929 date 
on the back of your case probably is the date the 
piece was made. Collectors hunt for old post of-
fi ce furniture like your case-table. It could sell for 
more than $1,000 if it’s in excellent condition.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Chairs useful, 
not expensive

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel


