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National Weather Service

Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a
low around 35. Northeast wind 5
to 10 mph becoming northwest
after midnight.

Thursday: Sunny, with a high
near 61. Breezy, with a north-
west wind 15 to 20 mph, with
gusts as high as 30 mph.

Thursday  Night:
cloudy, with a low around 35.
West wind around 10 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 58. Breezy, with a
northwest wind 15 to 20 mph,
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 32.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 60.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 38.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high
near 64.

Sunday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 37.

Monday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 54.

Monday Night: A chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 32. Chance of
precipitation is 30 percent.

Tuesday: A chance of rain
and snow. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 44. Chance of precipi-

40 percent.

: High, 49; Low 35
Tuesday: High, 44; Low 36

Precip: Monday ~ 0.04 inches
Tuesday Trace
Month: 0.98 inches
Year: 14.06 inches
Normal:  19.29 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 8:11a.m. 6:44 p.m.

Moon: waning, 10 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)
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Oelke asked me to be volleyball coach,”
said Hansen. “I told him I knew nothing
about coaching. He assured me there was
nothing to it, so I agreed to help out for one
year. At the end of the season, he agreed
that I knew nothing about coaching and
Bruce Siemsen was hired to develop a very
successful volleyball team.”

When Siemsen was hired, Joyce assumed
the responsibility of planning the volleyball
season and helping the athletic director. In
the next few years, Joyce was the cheerlead-
er sponsor and helped Mary Mayta develop
a drill team.

“Our first and second administrations
encouraged creativity, so we tried new
things,” she recalled. “Most of my classes
were activity classes and a few regular
physical education classes. The ones I en-
joyed the most were those that emphasized
healthy living. We developed a curriculum
of lifestyle classes that encouraged healthy
living for life.”

In addition to on-campus classes, she de-
veloped outreach classes and taught aerobic
dance in Oakley, Winona, Sharon Springs,
Goodland, Atwood, Oberlin and Rexford.

Her dedication to fitness was recognized
statewide and she was invited to be part of
the Kansas Governor’s Council on Fitness
and the community college representative
on the Kansas Physical Education Curricu-
lum Committee.

“Because of my interest in fitness,” she
said, “several older persons in Colby asked
if I would teach classes appropriate for that
age group. So ‘Conditioning and Aerobics
for Older Americans’ was born. At about
the same time, the swimming pool was

Joyce Hansen B.Siemsen

completed and we taught many classes for
fitness at the pool.”

Hansen remains a familiar face on cam-
pus: She has enrolled in a fitness class at the
college every semester since her retirement
in 1989 and served on the community Well-
ness Committee for many years.

“It seemed there was a need in our com-
munity to coordinate wellness offerings,”
she said, “so a Wellness Committee was or-
ganized.... Our big project was a Wellness
Fair each year. The dream of the committee
was a walking trail. It is exciting to know
that the walking trail project came true this
year.”

Hansen also serves on the Dr. Max Pick-
erill Lecture Series committee.

Bruce Siemsen

After teaching in three high schools for a
total of eight years, Bruce Siemsen began
his 21-year career at Colby Community Col-
lege in 1975. During his tenure, he taught
more than 20 different business classes.

In addition to teaching, coaching young
adults was a passion for Bruce. He is the
only coach in Colby Community College
history to place first in Region VI in two
sports — volleyball and track in 1977.

Bruce was the Lady Trojans volleyball
coach for 14 years, from 1975 to 1988. Dur-

ing his tenure, the team placed first one year
and second three times in Region VI.

Siemsen recorded 318 wins, had four All-
Americans from the immediate Colby area
and 18 Region VI All-Stars.

His teams played in the National Tourna-
ment in 1976 and 1977, placing 11th and
13th. In 1977, his team set 12 school re-
cords.

In 1977, he began coaching the women’s
track team — a position he held for five
years. From 1977 to 1981, he had 10 All-
Americans and 16 All-Region VI players.

The women’s team placed fourth at na-
tionals in 1977, and his teams placed first
and second in Region VI.

Bruce also kept score for the Trojans at
home games for 25 years. The Holyrood na-
tive graduated in 1952 from Holyrood High
School, where he was a four-year letterman.
He continued his education at Fort Hays
State, where he received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in business administration in 1956 and
a Master of Science in business administra-
tion in 1966.

Bruce served in the Army from 1956 to
1958, was a member of the National Guard
from 1958 to 1960 and the Army Reserve
from 1960 to 1962. He coached Little
League and K-18 Baseball in Colby for sev-
eral years.

Bruce and his wife Donna have been mar-
ried for 27 years. Bruce has three children,
three step-children, 15 grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren.

“Since retiring in 1996, I have enjoyed
fishing, hunting and especially traveling
in our RV several months each year,” said
Siemsen. “In addition, I’ve been bowling
for 50 years.”

College trustees brainstorm about cash flow

network.
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pose, and unrestricted funds.
Only money from the last pool
is available for donations di-
rectly to the college, he said,
adding that the foundation is set
up mainly to raise scholarship
money.

“They pretty well tapped us
out when we gave them a quar-
ter million,” Wells said, add-
ing that the foundation has no
schedule for replenishing the
unrestricted fund.

“Might be tomorrow, might
be two years,” he said.

The foundation recently of-
fered the college $250,000, as
part of Vacik’s “campaign for
change,” which has already
raised $100,000. The campaign
could raise total of $750,000 by
the end of this year, because the
foundation offered to match the
next $250,000 the college raises
on its own. A total of $900,000
has been pledged to the college
as part of the campaign.

But the money will not get
to the college until December,
so Dr. Glenda Overstreet, vice
president of business affairs,
said she has not factored it into
the college finances yet.

Right now, Overstreet said,
the college needs about $1 mil-

lion just go get through the end
of this month. The college is
short about $485,000 in bills that
are past due, and about another
$180,000 in “encumbrances,”
money that has already been set
aside for purchase orders. The
rest of the shortage is in the col-
lege operating budget, she said,
and the college will need about
another $1.2 million in the next
two months.

“It’s going to be hard to ask
somebody maybe for $5 or
maybe for $5,000, and say that
it’s going to go for operating ex-
penses,” Todd said.

The trustees took turns speak-
ing at the meeting, and each
spoke at length about how the
college has gone about raising
money and why it iS now in
trouble. They agreed that do-
nors would rather send money
to a specific cause and discussed
specific areas where the college
needs improvement.

At the regular meeting, Hines
brought up problems she had
seen with the college during a
recent tour of campus, including
an unheated dorm with no stu-
dents living in it.

The parking lot needs work,
Overstreet said, and it will cost
the college about $160,000 to
install a proper wireless Internet

“I get pretty disheartened
when the only way to get out of
the hole is to ask for help repeat-
edly,” Trustee Bill Shields said.
“We’ve got to a point where
we’ve got to do the different
(strategy).”

Vacik said that the college’s
bottom line has actually im-
proved in recent years, but from
speaking with people at the
Higher Learning Commission,
his understanding is that a col-
lege should have enough cash
reserves to to cover itself for at
least three months, preferably
six. At least 20 percent of the
budget should be in reserve, he
said.

That would mean building up
$3.5 million to $5 million in re-
serves, Overstreet said.

Leiker said he has read that
trustees should make sure that
an endowment foundation has
assets at least two times the debt
held by a college, and some
choose to make sure the endow-
ment has seven times the assets.
He said that he thinks of the the
poor condition of some cam-
pus buildings, and maintenance
costs the school will incur if it
tries to repair them, as a sort of
debt.

Vacik said the school is getting

Friday Evening

about 13 percent of its money
from the state. He said student
enrollment went up 7 percent
last year and down 3 percent
this year. Right now, it stands at
1,367. Vacik pointed out the col-
lege has actually saved money
recently by reducing the number
of students on scholarship.

“If we provide scholarships
for students, then that’s money
right off the bottom line for the
college,” noted Dr. Greg Nich-
ols, vice president of academic
affairs.

Nichols said the state put
funding for community colleges
at a fixed level several years
ago. That means the college is
not getting any more money if it
grows. In fact, it could very eas-
ily be losing money soon as the
state rewrites its budget.

But it is still much cheaper to
attend Kansas schools than go
elsewhere, Nichols said. He said
heard the tuition for community
colleges in Michigan and Wis-
consin was the same as the tu-
ition to four-year schools here.
Either way, the trustees said,
they need an outside source of
money.

“These numbers are great and
everything,” Hines said, “but
it all boils down to money. We
need to go out and get money.”

Briefly
The deadline for Briefly is noon
the day before. Items submitted in the
morning will be set up for the following

day, space available. The deadline for
Monday’s paper is noon Friday.

Haunted house
oooopen for Halloween

The American Youth Soccer Orga-
nization haunted house will open at 7
p.m. on Halloween this Thursday at the
Thomas County Fairgrounds. Adults
are $10 a person. An item for Genesis-
Thomas County Food Bank will take $1
off. For information, call Emily Griffin
at 443-5884.

Everyone invited
to retirement reception

The public is invited to attend a re-
tirement reception for Colby city build-
ing official Rick Dickman from 3 to 5
p.m. Thursday in the council chambers
at City Hall. Dickman is retiring after
27 years, 10 months. For information,
call Jo Strange at 460-4410.

Oakley artist will work

at college Studio Friday

Roy Jessup from Oakley will be the
guest artist for Studio Friday this week
from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 3 p.m. Ev-
ery guest artist brings different art and
ideas. People are invited to bring their
own projects and work alongside Jessup
and others, or just come see what every-
one is doing at this free event. For infor-
mation, call Colby Community College
art instructor Rebel Jay at 460-5459.

Group plans dance

at American Legion

A public dance is planned for 6 to 10
p.m. Saturday at the American Legion
Hall. Gary Phipps will provide music.
Everyone welcome. For information,
call Lue Duffey at (785) 269-7057.

Museum open house

to be this weekend

The opening of a photography exhibit
at the Prairie Museum of Art and His-
tory will double as a Christmas open
house beginning at 1 p.m. Saturday.
At 2 p.m., photographer and videogra-
pher Audrey Kalivoda will talk about
her film “Kansas: The Center of it All.”
Guests will receive discounts in the gift
shop until 5 p.m. Contact Ann Miner at
460-4590 or go to www.prairiemuseum.
org.

Church to serve

turkey dinner Sunday

An old-fashioned Thanksgiving din-
ner will be served from 11 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Sunday in the basement of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, which has elevator
access. Come for turkey, ham, dress-
ing, mashed potatoes and gravy, green
beans, rolls, salads and homemade pie.
Home delivery is available by calling
462-2179 through Friday or 443-2298
after hours and on the weekend. Dona-
tions will be accepted.
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