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® Chris Browne

ON SEcoNp THoUeHT,
FOR AWHILE !/
.

g S0UARE

SOCUTE!

/~ YOU DON'T WORRY THAT US NOT BEING
INVITED TO ANY HALLOWEEN PARTIES COULD
MEAN OUR SOCIAL CIRCLE IS SHRINKING2

SAL, MONEY’S
STILL TIGHT
FOR EVERYONE.
FEWER PEOPLE
ARE EVEN
HAVING

I'M NOT ON

PLUS, WE HAVE FRIENDS!
FACEBOOK.

GRANTED, MOST OF THOSE
ARE FAMILY. AND THE
RACINES SEEM TO BARELY
TOLERATE US. BUT WHAT
ABOUT ALL THE FRIENDS
WE TALK
WITH ON
FACEBOOKZ
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Collecting

Glass pitcher
not really old

Q: My Mary Gregory pitcher is titled “A
Clear Day for Flying.” But it’s missing some
of the painted artwork that should be on the
piece. It has the boy flying a kite, but it’s miss-
ing the sky and ground art as well as the art-
ist’s signature.

A: Your pitcher isn’t old. It was made in 2008
by the Fenton Art Glass Co. of Williamstown,
W.Va. Fenton was one of several U.S. glassmak-
ers that produced “Mary Gregory” glassware be-
ginning in the late 1950s. Everyone used to think
that old Mary Gregory glass was named for an
employee at the Sandwich Glass factory in Mas-
sachusetts, but researchers have discovered that
the style — white paintings of children on clear or
colored glass — actually originated in Bohemia in
the late 1800s.

The style continues to be popular, and Fenton
made 1,250 limited-edition pitchers like yours in
2008. We have seen the pitcher for sale at prices
ranging from $100 to $125. If the paint on yours
has simply worn off, it would sell for less. If it’s
an early prototype by Sue Jackson, the Fenton
artist who designed the limited editions, it might
sell for a little more than a limited edition.

Q: I have a General Electric Youth Elec-
tronics clock radio. My aunt and uncle gave it
to many years ago. The numbers on the clock
face have 12 different Disney characters, and
there are two dials with characters on them
for setting the time and alarm. The radio dial
is a big, hard plastic Mickey Mouse face. Be-
low the dial it reads “Walt Disney Produc-
tions.” Can you give me any information as to
age and value?

A: Your Mickey Mouse radio is more than 40
years old. General Electric was licensed to make
radios for Disney from 1970 to 1975. The radio
sells for less than $20 unless you have the origi-
nal box. The box adds about $50.

Q: I have a silver tea service that includes a
teapot, sugar bowl and creamer marked ‘“Tif-
fany & Co., quality 925-1000.” The set’s tray
is marked “Dixon & Sons, Sheffield.” Can you
tell me the value of this tea set?

A: The tray was not originally part of the set,
since it was made by a different company. Charles
Lewis Tiffany opened a retail store in New York
in 1837. The name of the store became Tiffany &
Co. in 1853. It’s still in business. Tiffany & Co.
set the standard for sterling silver in the United
States, which is 92.5 percent silver. James Dixon
began working in silver in Sheffield, England, in
1806. His company was called “James Dixon &
Sons” by 1835. The company made Britannia,
nickel silver and silver-plated wares. It was out
of business by 1992. The quality numbers on the
teapot, sugar and creamer indicate they are ster-
ling silver, but the tray is silver-plated. The name
“Tiffany” adds value to just about anything. Your
set might be worth close to $1,000.
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Bridge ° Steve Becker

North dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
DMAIOT
YK 10
®AKT74
®Q1J 10
WEST EAST
*Q52 A#K 103
YAT42 Y65
®J6 Q9832
$d9753 SK 84
SOUTH
#8864
YQJI983
4105
dA62
The bidding:
North East South  West
1o Pass I 4 Pass
1o Pass INT Pass
3NT

Opening lead — three of clubs.

A One-Act Play

In chess, there is a play known as a gambit.
It occurs early in the game, when a player de-
liberately sacrifices a piece in order to obtain a
positional advantage that more than compensates
for the loss. The deliberate sacrifice plays a role
in many other games and sports, and bridge is no
exception.

Here is a case in point. South is in three
notrump, and West leads a club, dummy playing
the queen and East the king. It seems normal to
take the ace — it would not occur to most players
not to win the trick — but ducking the king is the
right play under the circumstances.

It is true that declarer can assure himself of
three club tricks by taking the king with the ace,
but he should refuse to win the trick neverthe-
less, even though doing so reduces him to two
club tricks. By ducking, South guarantees mak-
ing three notrump, while if he takes the ace, he
jeopardizes the contract and, in the actual deal,
goes down as a result.

Let’s suppose South takes the ace. If he leads a
heart to dummy’s king next, West ducks, where-
upon South never makes another heart trick. If
declarer elects to attack spades instead, either im-
mediately or after the first heart is ducked, he also
finds it impossible to make nine tricks.

But if South lets East hold the king of clubs
at trick one, he is 100 percent sure of the con-
tract. Regardless of how the East-West cards are
divided or what East does next, declarer has nine
guaranteed tricks.

Suppose East returns a club. Declarer wins in
dummy and plays the K-10 of hearts, overtaking
the 10 with the queen and continuing the suit un-
til the ace is driven out. South still has the club
ace as an entry to his hand and so winds up with
four hearts, two diamonds, two clubs and a spade
trick to make the contract.
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Family Circus ° Bil Keane

© 2013 Bil Keane, Inc.
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Conceptis Sudoku * Dave Green
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©2013 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

Difficulty Level % % %

This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puzzle.

The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9,ineach cellinwhich
each row, column and 3x3
regionmust contain only one
instance of each numeral.

The solution to the last
Sudoku puzzle is at right.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: COMPUTER THAT
APPLE IS MAKING THAT WILL DELIGHT FANS OF
A CERTAIN ROCK GROUP: FLEETWOOD IMAC.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals L

Crossword ° Eugene Sheffer

ACROSS 36 Light 55 Com-

1 Census bulb pared to
data measures

5 Existed 37 Pertain- DOWN

8 Pinnacle ing to 1 Simple

12 Slight buildings rhyme
impact 40 As scheme

13 Blond well 2 Mentor
shade 41 Suitable 3 Mideast

14 Sad fate for ruler

15 Opera consump- 4 1972
show- tion Fischer
stopper 45 Ashtray foe

16 Coll. item 5 Bet
transcript 47 Energy 6 Cleo’s
stat 49 Hebrew killer

17 Hostels month 7 Whet

18 Anatomi- 50 Addict 8 Fare-
cal sacs 51 Historic well

20 Coral period 9 Discuss
structure 52 “Peter some-

22 Biblical Pan” thing

26 Huge nail pooch 10 Calendar

29 Vast 53 Arp’s abbr.
expanse art 11 Type

30 Sapporo 54 Knock squares
sash Solution time: 25 mins.

31 Cpmpas- J[A[M Flo[B
sion EA LAFARE!

32 Pistol p|e[r[o|TIME[T[E|R[N[E

33 Use S|T|A[T|I|O|N|W[A|G|O|N|S

. T|A[N N|A|I[A|D O|N|E

scissors ETRIN ~ToTN

34 Had a ﬁE S s|1
meal ﬁu

35 Candy 17 Tlolw
with Xx|E|D
iconic o“
dis- AN
pensers Yesterday’s answer 10-17

19 High
card

21 Greek
vowel

23 Japanese
auto-
maker

24 Slightly

25 Places
for gloss

26 Hot tubs

27 Actor
Brad

28 Repeated

32 Reconcile
oneself
to

33 Important

35 Macs’
alterna-
tives

36 Bankroll

38 Extreme

39 Change
the
chart

42 Mediocre

43 Moth
named
for the
moon

44 Verve

45 Future
flower

46 “Suits”
airer

48 Savings
plan
acronym
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