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Area/State

Weather:

National Weather Service
Tonight: Partly cloudy, with a
low around 47. North wind 5 to
15 mph.
Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 73. North wind around
5 mph becoming calm in the

morning.

Friday Night: Clear, with a
low around 51. Light southeast
wind becoming south 5 to 10
mph in the evening.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 81. South wind 5 to 15
mph.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 57.

Sunday: Sunny, with a high

>

Cooper Barn;

near 82.

Sunday Night: A 40 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a
low around 56.

Monday: Sunny, with a high
near 79.

Monday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 54.

Tuesday: Sunny, with a high
near 84.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 58.

Wednesday: High, 92; Low 59
Precip: Wednesday None

facilities and the chair lift. Replacement windows are es-
timated at $25,000, the museum estimates $10,000 for
publicity and marketing and $18,000 for supplies and ex-
penses for Party for the Pottys fund raiser.

The money raised by the campaign also will help pay
for new agricultural programming and an exhibit on ag-
riculture in this area.
The exhibit, “High and Dry: Agriculture on the High
Plains,” showcases over 100 years of photos and artifacts
on 30 new graphic panels, said Taylor.

of events.”

Prairie Museum of Art and History
Jason Schielke did the pulling with a skid steer to move this old Case tractor into the Cooper Barn, while
Dewey Augustine held up the tow chain, David Denneler and Mike Brocklehurst supervised, and Stefan
Froschauer steered the tractor.

Barn Aid improves facilities

From “BARN AID,” Page 1 she said, “this new exhibit will help to
enhance the barn’s stature as a must-see destination for

tourists and historians and as a venue for a wide variety

The improvements will be unveiled at the Party for the
Pottys on Saturday, Sept. 28. Additional donations are
still being raised for the party and exhibit, said Taylor.

She said she hopes the people of Thomas County will

continue to support the Cooper Barn as an “over-exag-

gerated representation of the quaint family barn.”
Anyone interested in supporting the campaign should

contact Taylor at 460-4590.

“Combined with the remodeling improvements in the

Month: 3.39 inches
Year: 12.42 inches
Normal: 17.78 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 7:30a.m. 7:44 p.m.
Moon: waning, 98 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

This year, the commissioners bud-

geted $7,500 for student-loan pay-
ments to qualified individuals mov-
ing into Thomas County.

The resolution commits the county

to the state-administered program for
the next five years.

* Received 2012 tax reports from
County Treasurer Donita Applebury.
The reports included a total tax col-
lection of $14,308,499, not including
the sales tax. The county does not get
to keep all of the money it collects,
instead distributing it to other entities
such as school boards and township
boards. The treasurer reported tax

College attorney to get new contract for raise

From “ATTORNEY,” Page 1

when we look at doing all of those
things,” Overstreet said afterward.
Later in the meeting, Overstreet
gave a financial report that this
year’s spending forecast stands at
$14,520,000, with 85 percent of
the budget, or about $21,300,000,
remaining. The college submitted
its state budget form to the county
and the Kansas Board of Regents.
She said the college will try to
collect about $2 million owed to it,
mainly in tuition and student fees,
which she discovered by looking at
balances that go back before 2012.
Dr. Xuemei Yang, dean of
institutional effectiveness, reported
that her department has come up
with a freshman survey for the
fall, the first in recent years. The
department has also been getting
data together to satisfy requests
from the administration and other

Saturday Evening

departments, and working with the
information technology department
on collecting data consistently.

Brooks  Wederski, outgoing
information technology director,
reported he has been working with
Yang’s department. Later, when his
resignation letter was read, Wederski
said he will be going to work for the
city technology department.

Nick Wells, head of the college
Endowment Foundation, was not
there to report, but Vacik said the
college finally got a check for
$55,000 from the foundation’s
auction earlier this year Wells has
said the foundation board favors
giving the college all proceeds from
the auction next year.

Public Information Officer Debbie
Schwanke said AT&T, which gave
the college a grant of about $5,000
about a year ago, wanted the college
to participate in “It Can Wait-Drive
4 Pledges Day,” an initiative against

texting and driving, today, and Vacik
signed the proclamation. Schwanke
also reported on Homecoming week,
which will be themed to reflect the
50th anniversary of the college. The
statewide Kansas Association of
Family and Community Education
conference will be held Monday
to Wednesday, Oct. 7 to 9, in the
student union and cultural arts
center, organized by Mike Larmer,
a Colby pharmacist, and his wife.
There will also be a college rodeo
this weekend.

Athletic Director Ryan Sturdy
was at a volleyball game and could
not attend the meeting. His written
report said the volleyball team is
off to a great start. He has been
working on a work-study report
due this month, and is trying to get
iHigh.com set up to broadcast sports
events online. The report included
a resignation letter from Tyler
Gonzales, assistant wrestling coach.

September 21, 2013

Bids asked for sherift’s computer system

From “BIDS,” Page 1

delinquencies, or unpaid taxes, of
$201,068.

e Approved the treasurer’s request
to close her office Tuesday morning
for state-required training to teach
employees about a new system of
tagging commercial vehicles.

e Were introduced to the new Ex-
tension agriculture agent, Kurt Sex-
ton. Sexton, originally from Colo-
rado, joined the Extension office this
month, filling a long-vacant position.

e Set the pay for temporary trans-
portation van drivers at $9 per hour.

* Approved a request from Rosalie
Seemann to use the county’s van to
transport residents to Western Plains
Art Association events outside the
county. Seemann, a former county
clerk, has volunteered to drive and
will get the required county training.

e Approved paying bills for
$47,172.

* Agreed to use a tentative 4 per-
cent salary increase for discussion
purposes. Some department heads
want discretion on how to distribute
salary increases, but salary increases
have also been distributed across the
board in the past, commissioners
said.

The commissioners plan to take up
salary discussions at future meetings
after Harms makes preliminary cal-
culations based on a 4 percent raise
to every employee.
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Briefly
Briefly

The deadline for Briefly is noon the day before. Items sub-
mitted in the morning will be set up for the following day,

space available. The deadline for Monday’s paper is noon
Friday.

Schools need volunteers for events

Colby High School and Middle School need volunteers to
work at events, including home games. Call Suzi Duncan at
the high school for information, 460-5300.

lllusionist to perform Sunday

[lusionist Mel LaMar will give a free show at 6 p.m. Sun-
day at the Colby Wesleyan Church, displaying his juggling,
ventriloquism, illusions and voice while sharing a message
of God’s love and salvation. For questions, contact Joy
Rothfuss at 462-8391.

Financial class offered at church

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University is coming to
Colby Wesleyan Church beginning with an introductory ses-
sion at 7 p.m. Monday. The nine-week course costs $100.
which can be refunded if you complete the course. Contact
Marc Alwin at (785) 269-7803 to preregister. Child care is
available.

Flu clinics coming in county

The Thomas County Health Department will offer another
flu clinic from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. Monday at Golden Plains
High School in Rexford. The last clinic will be from 7:30
a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday at the Thomas County Health De-
partment, 350 S. Range in Colby. Cost is $30 per shot or
mist. For questions, call the flu information line at 460-4599
or the health department at 460-4596.

Blood drive scheduled in Brewster

The American Red Cross will hold a blood drive from
9 am. to 3:15 p.m. Wednesday at Brewster High School.
Donors must have a driver’s license, blood-donor card or
two other forms of identification. For an appointment, call
(800) 733-2767 or go to www.redcrossblood.org. Walk-ins
welcome.

Groundwater office moves

The Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management District
No. 4 will have an open house from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday,
Sept. 27, at its new location, 1290 W. Fourth St., to celebrate
the move and to honor the retirement of manager Wayne
Bossert. The public is invited to come tour the new building
and congratulate Bossert as he retires after 36 years.

Party dance tickets available

Tickets are on sale now for the Prairie Museum of Art
and History’s Party for the Pottys barn dance and barbecue
fund raiser on Saturday, Sept. 28, at the museum, 1905 S.
Franklin, Colby. Admission for the dance and dinner is $20
per person, at the door or in advance from the museum. The
meal starts at 6 p.m. Volunteers are needed. Contact Director
Sue Taylor at prairiem @st-tel.net or 460-4590 or go to www.
prairiemuseum.org for information.

Foundation has money for grants

The Thomas County Community Foundation has over
$7,000 available for grants to county nonprofits and charities
for its third-quarter competitive grant cycle. The application
deadline is Monday, Sept. 30; forms can be found at www.
thomascountycommunityfoundation.com. For questions,
contact Executive Director Melinda Olsen via Facebook, by
e-mail at tccf@st-tel.net or by phone at 460-9152.

Donations needed to pay for map

The Kansas Association of Counties needs donations for
Thomas County’s share of a marble map to be placed on the
floor of the new visitors’ center at the Kansas statehouse.
To donate, contact County Commissioner Mike Baughn at
(785) 694-2278,460-9061 or prairielawman@yahoo.com or
send donations to Box 159, Brewster, Kan., 67732. Checks
should be made payable to the Thomas County Community
Foundation with a memo for the Kansas Statehouse Thomas
County Map Fund.

Sponsored by the

FREE Press

S

7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30
KAKE/ABC |College Football Local
KBSL/CBS |Mike [Mike INCIS: Los Angeles 48 Hours Local
KSNK/NBC |Ninja Warrior Saturday Night Live Local Saturday Night Live H
KSAS/FOX |College Football Local Animation Dlomination Local Sunday Evenlng September 22’ 2013
7:30 | 8:00 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 | 11:00 |
A&E |Dads Dads Dads Dads The Marriage Test Dads Dads Dads KAKE/ABC |Once Upon a Time Revenge Local
AMC__ |Good, Bad & Ugly __|Hell on Wheels Hell on Wheels Pale Rider KBSL/CBS |Emmy Awards Local
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