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Area/State

Weather;

National Weather Service

Tonight: Isolated showers
and thunderstorms after 7 p.m.
Areas of fog after 2 a.m. Other-
wise, cloudy, with a low around
59. Southeast wind around 10
mph. Chance of precipitation is
20 percent.

Tuesday: Areas of fog before
9 a.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy,
then gradually becoming sunny,
with a high near 86. South wind
around 15 mph.

Tuesday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 61. South
wind around 10 mph.

Wednesday: Sunny, with a
high near 90. South wind 10 to
15 mph.

Wednesday Night: A 30
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms, mainly after 1
a.m. Partly cloudy, with a low
around 64.

Thursday: A 20 percent
chance of showers and thun-
derstorms. Mostly sunny, with a
high near 77.

Thursday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 53.

Friday: Sunny, with a high
near 77.

Friday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 56.

Saturday: Sunny, with a high
near 82.

Saturday Night: Mostly clear,
with a low around 58.

Sunday: A 30 percent chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
83.

Friday: High, 65; Low 55
Saturday: High, 82; Low 57
Sunday: High, 65; Low 53

Precip: Friday 0.06 inches
Saturday  0.07 inches
Sunday  0.02 inches
Month: 3.38 inches
Year: 12.41 inches
Normal:  17.78 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 7:27a.m. 7:49 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 96 percent
Wednesday 7:28 a.m. 7:47 p.m.
Moon: waxing, 99 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

‘Secret garden’ goes all out

From “GARDEN,” Page 1

Thompson said she went to the Univer-
sity of Kansas and lived in Lawrence for
several years, but she was born and raised
in Colby and has lived here for most of her
life. About 70, she has lived in her house for
50 years. She said the strange collection of
lawn ornaments in her yard took about 15
years to gather together.

“I kind of started this when my grand-
children were little,” she said, “just maybe
a thing or two, but then I kind of got carried
away.”

It takes her about three days to get ev-
erything put out in the yard when summer
starts, she said. Neighbors have been known
to come knocking to see the collection, and
Thompson sometimes takes them around
the yard in little tour groups. She has din-
ners and parties there in the summer.

She said she puts her plants in a green
house at the side of the yard each fall and
retires her stuffed animals after a couple of
years of sitting or hanging in the elements.
Sometimes, she said, her potted plants and
the assortment of items end up sitting in the
snow for a short time.

People got her some of the items as gifts,
Thompson said. She credited Tina DeBoer,
Jo Booth and Ruth Gallaway in particular
with helping her build up her collection.

Thompson admitted to getting obsessed
with certain hobbies. She has a room in her
house with a collection of hundreds of hats
which she started several years ago. She
wore one that looked like a headband with
peacock feathers sticking out of it to show
off her garden.

“I think that it’s close to being the last
year,” she said. “I don’t know how much
longer I'll do this, but it’s fun.”

[-70 rebuilding nearing completion

A project that began in June of
2011 to rebuild 12 miles of In-
terstate 70 in western Sherman
County is nearly done.

Travelers began using one
lane of the new eastbound con-
crete pavement on Tuesday,
when construction crews began
allowing travel in both the east
and westbound lanes, said Kris-
ten Brands of Norton, district

public affairs manager for the
Kansas Department of Trans-
portation. This setup will be
used until contractors can re-
move the temporary centerline
striping and install permanent
traffic markings, including the
center and edge stripes.

The interchange at Ruleton
(Exit 9) now is opened to east-
bound traffic. The project begins

at the Colorado state line and
extends 12 miles east into Kan-
sas at the Caruso interchange
(Exit 12).

Drivers may be diverted to
one lane or the other in the next
few weeks as work continues,
Brands said. The department ex-
pects to have all lanes open to
normal traffic by mid-October,
weather permitting.

With the changes last week,
she said, drivers need to pay
extra attention to signs and
markings and obey speed limits
through the work zone.

Earlier this month, traffic on
the freeway was shut down for a
time while victims were treated
and wreckage from a five-car
head-on accident was removed
near the Kanorado exit.

Flooded mountain towns reopening

From “FLOODED,” Page 1

jumped on her sleeping husband at 4:30
a.m., batting at him and yowling.

“I always thought we were safe unless the
dam went,” she said. “I credit the cat with
saving my family and the lives of everyone
in the cottages.”

From the mountain communities east of
Estes Park to the plains city of Fort Morgan,
pockets of people remained cut off by the
flooding. Sunday’s rain hampered helicop-
ter searches, and rescuers trekked by ground
up dangerous canyon roads to reach some of
those homes isolated since Wednesday.

The surging waters have been deadly,
with four people confirmed dead and two
more missing and presumed dead after their
homes were swept away.

Some 1,500 homes have been destroyed
and about 17,500 have been damaged, ac-
cording to an initial estimate released by
the Colorado Office of Emergency Manage-
ment on its website.

In addition, 11,700 people left their
homes, and at least 1,253 have not been
heard from, state emergency officials said.

With phone service being restored to
some of the areas over the weekend, offi-

cials hoped that number of missing would
drop as they contacted more stranded peo-
ple.

As many as 1,000 people in Larimer
County were awaiting rescue Sunday, but
airlifts were grounded because of the rain,
Rocky Mountain Type 2 Incident Manage-
ment Team commander Shane Del Grosso
said.

Hundreds more people are unaccounted
for to the south in Boulder County and other
flood-affected areas.

The gateway town of Lyons, about 20
miles southeast of Estes Park, was almost
completely abandoned. Emergency crews
gave the few remaining residents, some
wandering aimlessly on Main Street, look-
ing for status updates from each other, a fi-
nal warning to leave Sunday.

One man, a bluegrass musician, has been
visiting his home every day and taking pho-
tos. The house has a river running through it
and he can’t get close.

Most of the town’s trailer parks were
completely destroyed. One angry man was
throwing his possessions one-by-one into
the river rushing along one side of his trailer
on Sunday, watching the brown water carry
them away while drinking a beer.

In Estes Park, Lancaster called the flood
“a 500-year event.” He said it was worse
than previous flash floods because of the
sustained rains and widespread damage to
infrastructure across the Rocky Mountain
foothills. Major roads were washed away,
small towns like Glen Haven reduced to de-
bris and key infrastructure like gas lines and
sewers systems destroyed, meaning hun-
dreds of homes in Estes Park alone could
be unreachable and uninhabitable for up to
a year.

The good news here in Estes Park and the
Estes Valley, Lancaster said, was there ap-
peared to be no loss of life.

Still, hundreds remained stranded in re-
mote areas.

“We know there are a lot of people
trapped, but they are trapped alive,” he told
people gathered at Red Cross evacuation
shelter Sunday afternoon.

And rescues continued throughout the
day Sunday any way possible, including zip
lines rigged to hoist people and pets across
swollen rivers and creeks.

That’s how retirees Jerry Grove and Dor-
othy Scott-Grove — and their two golden re-
trievers — were finally rescued Friday night
from their vacation cabin in Glen Haven.

Attorney appointed to sentencing commission

From “ATTORNEY,” Page 1

sources the the state department
of corrections has available. He
said the commission gets a re-
port each month on the number
of people in the prison system.
“What I think prosecutors
want to see is have violent of-
fenders stay in prison,” Berens
said, “and non-violent offenders
have alternatives to prison.”
The alternative he was most

considering was probation. The
commission’s executive director
testifies in subcommittee to the
state legislature. And last year,
he said, significant changes
were made to the guidelines on
sentencing probation violators.
The guidelines now give courts,
and to some extent the proba-
tion officers, power to sanction
violators.

“So it gives them the opportu-
nity to put them in jail for short

periods to see if that corrects the
behavior,” Berens said.

Those on probation who get a
“technical violation,” — such as
missing a meeting, rather than
running away or committing an-
other crime — can be sent back
to jail for only two or three days.
A spell of 120 to 180 days back
in the corrections system awaits
them if they have another viola-
tion.

“It think that it’s the ability

to influence policy that allows
us to do justice in our criminal
cases,” he said.

The governor appoints six
of the 17 members on the sen-
tencing commission. Gov. Sam
Brownback  announced the
appointments to the sentenc-
ing commission, among other
boards and commissions, on
Aug. 29.

Wednesday Evening

Briefly
priety/

The deadline for Briefly is noon
the day before. Items submitted in the
morning will be set up for the following

day, space available. The deadline for
Monday’s paper is noon Friday.

Library to be closed

Wednesday, Thursday

The Pioneer Memorial Library will
be closed all day Wednesday and until
1:30 p.m. Thursday due to bereavement.
For information call 460-4470.

Schools need

volunteers for events

Colby High School and Middle
School are seeking volunteers to work
at events such as home games. Call Suzi
Duncan at the high school for informa-
tion, 460-5300.

Activity calendars ready

to pick up at schools

The Colby Public Schools district cal-
endars are available for patrons to pick
up in each building office.

Heartland School
to hold barbecue

Heartland Christian School plans a
barbecue fund raiser from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. on Sunday at the school. For a
donation, diners can enjoy barbecue
sausage, chicken or pork, corn, salad,
baked beans, baked potato and dessert.
Contact Kim Schriner at 460-6419 for
information.

Financial course
to begin at church

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace Uni-
versity is coming to Colby Wesleyan
Church beginning with an introduc-
tory session at 7 p.m. next Monday.
This nine-week course teaches how to
get out of debt, save money and spend
wisely. The course costs $100, which
can be refunded by a scholarship if at-
tendees complete the course, but there
is no cost to attend the introductory ses-
sion. Contact Marc Alwin at (785) 269-
7803 to pre-register. Child care is avail-
able for those who pre-register.

Foundation has money
for fall grants

The Thomas County Community
Foundation has over $7,000 available
for grants to county nonprofits and
charities for its third quarter competi-
tive grant cycle. The application dead-
line is Monday, Sept. 30; forms can be
found at www.thomascountycommuni-
tyfoundation.com. For questions, con-
tact Executive Director Melinda Olsen
via Facebook, by email at tccf@st-tel.
net or by phone at 460-9152.

Flu clinics coming
in county’s towns

The Thomas County Preparedness
Trailer will hit the road for flu clinics
from 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday at the Brew-
ster School and 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. next
Monday at Golden Plains High School
in Rexford. Call the flu information line
at 460-4599 or the health department at
460-4596.
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