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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 8/29

Dear Heloise: I was wondering if you had a so-
lution to clean wallpaper? Thank you very much. 
– J.S., via e-mail

You bet I do, and it’s using a cheap cleaning 
solution that you can make at home. If your wall-
paper is washable, it’s as simple as a few drops of 
mild liquid dishwashing soap and a gallon or so 
of water. Apply to the wall using a damp sponge, 
and do only one small area at a time. Then wipe 
off with clean water and dry. 

To test if your wallpaper is washable, try in 
a small, hidden area fi rst and allow to dry. If 
you notice any changes in the wallpaper – e.g., 
it darkens or the colors run – then you cannot 
“wash” the wallpaper.  

If your wallpaper is not washable, contact the 
installer or manufacturer to fi nd out its recom-
mendations. If you have any leftover wallpaper, 
the information might be located on the roll.

Another way to help keep your wallpaper clean 
is to vacuum it regularly. Use the brush attach-
ment or a microfi ber cloth to remove any dirt and 
debris. Hope this helps! – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com     

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: I enjoy your column. A reader 

recommended safe ways to bring seashells into 
the country while traveling. That reminded me of 
one of my tricks of traveling.

I take four pencil boxes with me when I travel 
-- not the long and narrow boxes, but rather the 
plastic boxes that are approximately 8 inches by 
4 inches. You can buy them at any offi ce-supply 
store. I pack them with socks, underwear, etc. As 
I travel and purchase delicate keepsakes, I wrap 
them up and store them in the boxes. I’ve been 
doing it for years, and I always get my delicate 
keepsakes home without a scratch! – Steven W., 
Sacramento, Calif.

YELLOW-STAIN FOLLOW-UP
Dear Heloise: There may be hope for the wom-

an who wrote about yellow stains on her vinyl 
fl oor left by rubber-backed carpets. I had this 
problem, and have avoided rubber-backed rugs.

The once-unsightly stain is no longer notice-
able. Perhaps time is the major player, but could 
sunshine have helped? My fl oor is gray tones, 
not off-white, but the yellow rectangle was once 
highly visible! – A Reader, Ishpeming, Mich.

Yes, sunshine may have helped. However, it 
also can hurt, and may darken or yellow some 
vinyl, depending on how much sun and/or top 
coating. – Heloise

SCREEN BRIGHTNESS
Dear Heloise: I like to play games on my phone 

before going to bed, but the screen can be very 
bright, especially in a dark room. 

It is really easy to change the brightness of 
my screen, so I do that when I am ready to lie in 
bed. On my phone, under the “Settings” menu, 
there is an option to change the brightness. In the 
morning, while I am getting ready, I just adjust 
the screen back to bright before I leave for the 
day. – Hannah in New Jersey

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Dirty wallpaper
can be cleaned 

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 8/30

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Pass. Since partner has 20 or 21 points, it 

could be argued that your combined holding 
might be 26 points, so you should raise two 
notrump to three.

But another factor must also be considered – 
namely, that partner will have trouble reaching 
dummy for any fi nesses he may need to take. 
This lack of communication is likely to prove fa-
tal even if partner has 21 points. While it is true 
that 26 points usually produce a good play for 
game, this is frequently not the case when one 
player holds practically all of his side’s points.

2. Six notrump. This is strictly a matter of 
arithmetic. Partner’s 20 or 21 points added to 
your 13 bring your combined total to 33 or 34 
points, which is what you ordinarily need for a 
small slam. You should therefore bid six without 
further ado.

3. Four hearts. While you have only fi ve points 
in high cards, your six-card suit is worth several 
points more in terms of playing strength. You 
can probably win fi ve or six tricks with hearts as 
trump, and your prospects should be appraised in 
that light. The four-heart bid should be treated by 
partner as a shutout. If you play Jacoby Transfers, 
you would bid three diamonds and raise partner’s 
forced three-heart response to four.

4. Four notrump. This is not Blackwood; rath-
er, it is a raise in notrump inviting partner to bid 
slam with a maximum, and to pass with a mini-
mum. Holding 12 points, you have no way of 
telling whether your combined total comes to 32 
or 33 points, so partner is asked to make the fi nal 
decision.

5. Three clubs. You certainly have enough 
points for game, but before committing your side 
to playing in three notrump, you should check via 
Stayman whether partner has four spades. If he 
does, four spades will prove to be the superior 
game contract in the majority of cases.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


