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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

8

3
9

2

6

5

7

4

1

4
6

5
  

2

9
7

3

6

8

2

9

7
3
8

1 20
13

 C
on

ce
pt

is
 P

uz
zl

es
, D

is
t. 

by
 K

in
g 

Fe
at

ur
es

 S
yn

di
ca

te
, I

nc
.

y

Difficulty Level 8/29

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/28

Power of Positive Thinking
Assume you reach three notrump as shown and 

West leads the ten of spades. When you play low 
from dummy, East signals with the eight, and you 
win the trick with the king. This gives you eight 
sure winners, and the question is what to play at 
trick two (remembering, of course, that you can 
see only the North-South cards).

There are two lines of play that stand out. One 
is to lead the queen of hearts, discarding a dia-
mond from dummy; the other is to lead the eight 
of diamonds, planning to fi nesse.

Actually, one of these plays is demonstra-
bly right, and the other is demonstrably wrong. 
Nevertheless, it’s easy to make the wrong play 
– which is to lead a diamond instead of a heart 
at trick two.

The great attraction of the diamond lead is that 
you plan to fi nesse into the nondangerous hand, 
East, who cannot advantageously return a spade. 
However, this reasoning is unsound, since if the 
diamond loses to East, he will presumably return 
a heart. If West has the ace, he will win and return 
a spade through dummy’s Q-5, and down you go.

You should conclude, therefore, that the con-
tract cannot be made unless East has the heart 
ace, and on that basis you should simply lead the 
heart queen at trick two.

In the actual deal, if you lead a diamond at trick 
two, West plays the queen, and the contract is de-
feated whatever you do next.

The bottom line is that no matter how the dia-
monds are divided, the contract fails if West has 
the ace of hearts, and you should proceed accord-
ingly.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I have inherited a picture of what looks 
like an oil painting. There are two buildings in 
it, one with a “Morton Salt” sign. The picture 
is signed “H. Hargrove” and has a round seal 
on the back with a number and the phrase, 
“Collectors Corner, Inc., Certifi cate of Au-
thenticity.” Is it worth much?

A: “H. Hargrove” is a name used by painter 
Nicolo Sturiano. He was born in Italy in 1941 and 
came to the United States in 1964. He worked as 
a winemaker at a New York State vineyard while 
he began painting as a hobby. 

When his nostalgic American landscapes be-
came popular, he left the vineyard and moved to 
Greenwich Village in New York City. Collectors 
Corner of Indianapolis sold Hargrove prints in 
the 1980s through a home party plan. Hargrove is 
still working and has a studio in Toms River, N.J. 

Your limited-edition print sells for $25 or less.
Q: My father-in-law died in 1962 and left a 

bottle of Chivas Regal 12 Year Old blend. It 
has never been opened and has all the stamps 
required at the time. Does it have any value 
other than the normal price today?

A: James and John Chivas began making 
blended whiskey in Aberdeen, Scotland, in the 
mid-19th century. The Chivas Regal 12 Year Old 
Blend was introduced in 1938. The Chivas Re-
gal brand was bought by Pernod Ricard, a French 
group, in 2001. Full bottles of liquor should be 
kept in a cool, dark place, but even with proper 
storage, the liquor may deteriorate after a few 
years. Full bottles can’t be sold privately in some 
states. You could open the bottle and drink the 
whiskey, although if it was stored in a hot or sun-
ny place, the taste may have changed. Modern 
liquor bottles have very little resale value.

Q: In late 1982, my husband bought a small 
Timex personal computer for $105 (including 
taxes). We still have the computer, without its 
box, and the original receipt. He used it exact-
ly once. Should I keep it or toss it?

A: You have a “Timex Sinclair 1000” comput-
er. It was the fi rst computer produced by Timex 
Sinclair, a joint venture of Timex Corp., a U.S. 
company, and Sinclair Research of England. The 
computer was sold as “the fi rst computer under 
$100.” Timex lost out to competitors like Com-
modore, Atari and Apple, and dropped out of the 
computer market in early 1984. Timex Sinclair 
1000s frequently are offered for sale online. Pric-
es range from about $40 to well over $200. So, 
rather than tossing the computer, you might want 
to recoup some of your money by selling it. You 
can learn more about Timex Sinclair computers 
at OldComputers.net, a site dedicated to obsolete 
technology.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as 
possible through the column. By sending a let-
ter with a question, you give full permission for 
use in the column or any other Kovel forum. 
Names, addresses or email addresses will not be 
published. We cannot guarantee the return of any 
photograph, but if a stamped envelope is includ-
ed, we will try. The volume of mail makes per-
sonal answers or appraisals impossible. Write to 
Kovels, (Colby Free Press), King Features Syn-
dicate, 300 W. 57th St., New York, NY 10019.

    (c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Popular print
has low value

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel


