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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 8/22

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 8/21

No Way Out
Occasionally a defender fi nds himself in a po-

sition where, no matter how he proceeds, he must 
hand declarer the contract. 

That was the situation faced by West in today’s 
deal from a team contest. He started by cashing 
three top clubs, East following with the 9-6 to the 
fi rst two clubs and discarding a low spade on the 
third one. The question then was what to do next.

Declarer was known to have the missing club, 
so West’s natural play was to continue with a 
fourth club in the hope that East could overruff 
dummy. But West knew this could not succeed, 
since he was looking at the king of hearts in his 
hand. If he led another club and East could not 
overruff the queen, declarer would know West 
had the king and would sooner or later play the 
ace, hoping the king was singleton.

West’s alternative was to switch to another suit 
at trick four, but this would be equally informa-
tive. Declarer would ask himself why West had 
not made the obvious club return, and the answer 
would not be long in forthcoming.

In practice, West shifted to a spade, but South 
had no trouble drawing the proper inference, 
playing the ace of hearts next to make his game.

At the second table, West, also defending 
against four hearts, gave more thought to the 
entire deal after his partner played the club nine 
at trick one. West could see the proverbial hand-
writing on the wall, and, rather than let the cat 
completely out of the bag, he switched to a spade 
at trick two.

Perhaps declarer should have asked himself 
why West had discontinued clubs, but he didn’t. 
He tried the heart fi nesse at trick three and lost to 
the king, and West then cashed two more clubs to 
set the contract.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I have a solid-brass Batman belt buckle 
I think is from the 1940s. It’s marked “Na-
tional Periodical Publications, Inc.” and has 
the number 0016 on the back. Can you tell me 
what year it was made?

A: Your Batman belt buckle was made in the 
early 1940s. National Periodical Publications 
published the fi rst comic books that included 
original material, not reprints of comic strips. 
The company started out in 1934 as National 
Allied Publications. It has operated under vari-
ous names, including Detective Comics and DC 
Comics. The company published the fi rst Batman 
comic in 1939. Your Batman belt buckle prob-
ably is worth less than $100.

Q: I have an antique grip machine that was 
used in my grandparents’ tavern a century 
ago. Red metal, it works with a penny. It was 
made by D. Gottlieb & Co. of Chicago. A bell 
rings when you get the meter so high. A chart 
on the front has ages and grip numbers for 
men and women. How much is it worth?

A: Your grip machine is not quite as old as you 
think. D. Gottlieb & Co. was founded by David 
Gottlieb in 1927. Originally the company made 
pinball machines. Gottlieb’s countertop grip 
tester was fi rst made in 1928. It tested grip and 
arm strength and was a money-maker for stores, 
taverns, barbershops and other retail businesses. 
Keys were needed to open up the back and get 
the money out. The grip tester was in and out of 
production until at least the late 1940s. Gottlieb 
made hundreds of different games. A couple of 
years ago, a D. Gottlieb & Co. grip tester with 
keys sold for $480.

Q: Several years ago, I received a six-piece 
set of little antique crystal bowls and match-
ing tiny shovels. The set probably dates from 
the late 19th or early 20th century. Each little 
bowl is about 2 inches tall and 4 inches in di-
ameter. What were the bowls and shovels used 
for? And what is the set worth?

A: Your little bowls were used to hold salt. 
They’re called “open salts,” “standing salts” or 
“salt cellars.” An open salt with a shovel-like 
spoon and a little pepper shaker were set next to 
each place-setting at the dining table. Instead of 
shaking salt, diners used the shovel to sprinkle 
salt on their food. Sets like yours don’t sell for 
high prices today. We have seen six-piece sets 
sell online for $25 to $50.

Q: Years ago I donated many valuable toys 
and games to various charities. Is there any 
way to get these sentimental items back?

A: Once things are given away, you can’t get 
them back. Charities usually sell the items at 
resale shops and use the money to support their 
programs. Toys in good condition also may have 
been distributed to children in need. You could 
have taken a tax deduction for the value of the 
toys when you donated them, but now you can be 
happy your donation helped the charities.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Batman buckle
made in 1940s

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting
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Terry 
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