
Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Dear Heloise: I love to read your hints, and I 
remember seeing a recipe for biscuits with yeast. 
Could you please reprint the recipe? – Maria P. 
in Texas

Yes, here’s the recipe for Heloise’s Angel 
Biscuits. The dough can be made and stored for 
up to three days in the refrigerator in a covered 
bowl. Combine the following ingredients:

1 package dry yeast
1/4 cup warm water
2 1/2 cups fl our
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
1/8 cup sugar
1/2 cup shortening
1 cup buttermilk

Dissolve the yeast in the warm water and put 
aside. Mix the dry ingredients in the order they 
are written above. The shortening will need to be 
cut in, just like you do with pie dough or biscuits. 
Stir in the buttermilk and yeast mixture. Mix 
together until well blended, and refrigerate in a 
covered bowl.

When you are ready to make the biscuits, place 
the dough on a fl oured board and knead it lightly. 
Roll the dough out and cut with a biscuit cutter. 
Place the biscuits in a greased pan. Let the dough 
rise slightly before baking in a 400 F oven for 12-
15 minutes. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com    

TASTY TAPENADE
Dear Readers: We were discussing tapenade in 

Heloise Central, and found that some in the offi ce 
didn’t know what it is. Here are the details for 
making this easy and tasty spread.

Tapenades are thick spreads from the Provence 
region of France. They typically are made with 
olives (mainly black or green), anchovies, olive 
oil and garlic. Other ingredients can be added, 
such as capers, onions and seasonings. This 
spread can be served as an appetizer, eaten on 
slices of bread or even on sandwiches. – Heloise 

SLICED BERRIES
Dear Heloise: I enjoy making homemade straw-

berry preserves, but I spent so much time slicing 
the berries after washing and hulling them. I got 
out my onion chopper (the kind that you put half 
an onion on, push down and it dices the onion). 
I could chop the berries as fast as I could put an-
other one on the dicer, and the tray under it catch-
es the sliced berries. They were made into little 
square pieces, perfect for preserves and ready in 
no time. – Virginia in Arkansas

ADDED EGG
Dear Heloise: I love to make tuna salad and 

chicken salad with hard-boiled eggs as an in-
gredient. Sometimes I don’t already have boiled 
eggs in the refrigerator and don’t want to take the 
time to boil one. I now quickly scramble an egg 
and chop it before adding it to the salad! – Regina 
D., via e-mail

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Biscuit recipe
features yeast

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

A Crucial Decision
There is often more than one story in a bridge 

hand. For example, take this case where South 
was in three notrump and West led the nine of 
clubs. Declarer played the fi ve from dummy, los-
ing to East’s king, whereupon East shifted to the 
nine of spades, covered by South with the ten.

West won the ten with the king and concluded 
that there was very little chance of defeating the 
contract unless East had both the eight of spades 
and ace of hearts.

Accordingly, West returned the deuce of spades 
at trick three. Declarer took East’s eight with the 
jack and had no alternative but to tackle hearts. 
East won the fi rst heart with the ace and returned 
the three of spades, allowing West, who had the 
A-7 over South’s Q-5, to score two spade tricks 
for down one.

There is no question that East-West defended 
perfectly. Nevertheless, the fact remains that 
South could and should have made the contract.

All he had to do was to put up dummy’s ace 
of clubs at trick one and play the king of hearts 
at trick two. This would have guaranteed at least 
nine tricks – four diamonds, four hearts and a 
club – no matter how the defenders’ cards were 
divided.

The lesson to be learned from South’s play at 
trick one is that a fi nesse should not be taken just 
because it’s there. While J-10-x facing A-Q-x is 
an ideal holding for fi nessing purposes, the over-
riding consideration is that in this case taking the 
fi nesse jeopardizes the contract, while refusing 
the fi nesse guarantees the contract. Given these 
circumstances, declarer has no choice but to de-
cline the fi nesse.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


