Volume 124, Number 111

Wednesday, July 17,2013

Free Press
Viewpoint

Rail accident warns
of risks we all face

The tragic rail accident, explosion and fire in Canada last
week gives us a glimpse of just how much danger passes
through our towns every day.

The disaster in Lac-Megantic, Quebec, wiped out the histor-
ic downtown district, killing up to 50 people, some of whom
have not yet been recovered. It happened when a 72-car train
loaded with crude oil broke loose and ran downhill until it de-
railed on a curve in Lac-Megantic.

The ensuing fire and explosions were horrific, but the in-
cident is far from isolated. Similar trains of oil, alcohol, dry
fertilizer and random hazardous materials criss-cross our area,
and the entire continent, each week. Oil is being loaded here
and moved through each county.

Other shipments involve one or a few cars of chemicals, or
single trucks moving on the highways. Nearly every town is
visited, usually without notice. Until something goes wrong.

In Canada, the head of the railroad first blamed fire fighters
who had put out a small blaze in one of the train’s engines ear-
lier that night. Before they left, they shut the engine down. A
few days after the accident, someone asked whether the train’s
hand brakes had been set.

The answer was uncertain. The engineer and conductor
should have set hand brakes on the engines and up to 11 cars,
but no one could say if that had been done. If it was not, then
after the engines were shut down, it was only a matter of time
before the train’s air brakes failed — and it rolled away.

It’s against railroad rules to leave a train standing with air
brakes only, because eventually through leakage, they “bleed
off.” When that happens, there’s nothing to hold a train except
hand brakes, set by cranking a wheel on each car or engine.

Perhaps the Quebec accident will lead to better regulations
and better training for crews. Perhaps the governments in the
U.S. and Canada, which share a single unified rail network,
will only invent some meaningless new paperwork for crews
to fill out.

We hope for the former. There is too much hazardous mate-
rial running up and down our roads and railroads to be com-
fortable with slipshod safety procedures.

If you don’t believe that, go down to the nearest rail yard
or highway intersection and count the number of “diamond”-
shaped placards that mark hazardous loads. Be sure to write
down the numbers; you can look them up on the Internet.

You’ll see how lethal our transportation network can be.

— Steve Haynes

Write us

The Colby Free Press encourages Letters to the Editor on any
topic of general interest. Letters should be brief, clear and to the
point. They must be signed and carry the address and phone number
of the author.

We do not publish anonymous letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readers to do likewise. Nor do we run form letters or letters
about topics which do not pertain to our area. Thank-yous from this
area should be submitted to the Want Ad desk.

Letters will not be censored, but will be read and edited for form
and style, clarity, length and legality. We will not publish attacks on
private individuals or businesses not pertaining to a public issue.

CoLBY FREE PRrESS
155 W. Fifth St. (USPS 120-920) (785) 462-3963

Colby, Kan. 67701 fax (785) 462-7749
Send news to: colby.editor @ nwkansas.com

State award-winning newspaper, General Excellence, Design & Layout,
Columns, Editorial Writing, Sports Columns, News, Photography.
Official newspaper of Thomas County, Colby, Brewster and Rexford.
Sharon Friedlander - Publisher

sfriedlander @ nwkansas.com

NEWS
R.B. Headley - Sports Editor

colby.sports @ nwkansas.com

Marian Ballard - Copy Editor

mballard @ nwkansas.com

Sam Dieter - News Reporter
colby.editor @ nwkansas.com

Heather Alwin - Society Editor
colby.society @ nwkansas.com
ADVERTISING

colby.ads @ nwkansas.com

Kathryn Ballard - Advertising Representative

kballard @ nwkansas.com

Kylee Hunter - Graphic Design

khunter @ nwkansas.com

BUSINESS OFFICE
Office Manager
Melissa Edmondson - Office Manager

medmondson @ nwkansas.com

Evan Barnum - Systems Administrator
support @ nwkansas.com

NOR’WEST PRESS
Richard Westfahl - General Manager
Gary Stewart, Foreman
Jim Jackson, Jim Bowker, Pressmen
Kris McCool, Judy McKnight, Tracy Traxel,
Sheri Arroyo, Mailing

THE COLBY FREE PRESS (USPS 120-920) is published every Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday, except the days observed for Memorial Day, Independence Day,
Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, by Nor'West Newspaper,
155 W. Fifth St., Colby, Kan., 67701.

PERIODICALS POSTAGE paid at Colby, Kan. 67701, and at additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Colby Free Press, 155 W. Fifth St., Colby,
Kan., 67701.

THE BUSINESS OFFICE at 155 W. Fifth is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to
Friday, closed Saturday and Sunday. MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, which
is exclusively entitled to the use for publication of all news herein. Member Kansas Press
Association and National Newspaper Association.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: In Colby, Thomas County and Oakley: three months $35,
one year $85. By mail to ZIP Codes beginning with 676 and 677: three months $39, one
year $95. Elsewhere in the U.S., mailed once per week: three months $39, one year $95.
Student rate, nine months, in Colby, Thomas County and Oakley, $64; mailed once per
week elsewhere in the U.S. $72

TR w‘\\

MARCULIES

201 dtmﬁﬁg@wf .o

Buy the house, buy the garlic crop

I harvested our garlic crop on Sunday.

When we bought this house almost 20 years
ago, there was an herb garden beside the back
deck. It was a modest affair about the size of
two card tables, delineated by three logs and
a sidewalk.

I’m not sure what was in the garden, because
we bought the house in the fall, when most of
the plants were gone.

The former owner loved lillies, but appar-
ently didn’t go for irises. While we like lillies
all right, both Steve and I will tell you that the
iris is our favorite flower. So we planted irises
in that bed, never dreaming of the mishmash
we would end up with.

In the spring, we had a gorgeous iris display
and a bunch of garlic. The only other herb in
the bed to make it through our replanting was
the mint, which seems to think that it should be
the center of every party.

So for the last 19 years, we have enjoyed the
irises blooming in May and the garlic the rest
of the year.

Now, our garlic isn’t like what you buy in
the store. If I get a head half the size of store-
bought garlic, I’m really happy.

It might be that we have a different variety

than what the professional growers use or,
more likely, ours doesn’t have the room or get
the fertilizer to grow to “normal” sizes.

Whatever, the reason, we’re happy with our
harvest, and the flavor is great.

So early the other morning, Steve set the
water to trickle on the bed and left it on while
we went to church. After the area was nice and
wet, he turned the water off to let it seep deep
into the roots of the plants.

Then Sunday evening, while he was trim-
ming bushes, I pulled garlic.

Believe me, even with the damp ground, it’s
not an easy job.

Some of the bulbs came up with little or no
effort. Some wouldn’t come up at all, and all I
got was a stem with seeds on top.

The problem is the irises. If the garlic ma-

tures under an iris rhizome, it’s stuck. Unless
I am w1lhng to remove the iris — which I am
not — I can’t get the garlic out of the ground.

But, I only lost about one-tenth of my crop
hid under the flowers. The rest came out nicely.

The next step is to cut the tops and bottoms
off. The tops are the seeds, which I will dry
and scatter over the bed later in the month. The
muddy bottoms are the garlic bulbs.

After cutting off the bulbs, I washed and
dried them on a piece of newspaper. After dry-
ing, it goes into a small paper sack — if you
store it in plastic, it’1l rot.

Now, I have my garlic. It won’t last the
whole year, but every time we use it this win-
ter, we’ll be enjoying the fruits of our iris gar-
den.

And the mint, well, it’s a nuisance, but let
me tell you about the mojitos you can make
with fresh mint....

Cynthia Haynes, co-owner and chief finan-
cial officer of Nor’West Newspapers, writes
this column weekly. Her pets include cats,
toads and a praying mantis. Contact her at
c.haynes @ nwkansas.com

Education and research takes investment

Time to compare university and research
funding in Kansas and the United States with
that in a progressive country on the move.
Readers who follow this column know I am
again writing from China.

In March of 1986, China initiated its State
High-Tech Development Plan. Just as we have
come to recognize “9/11” as an abbreviation
for the September 11,2001 attack, China uses
dates to name many of its programs and this
research push is known as the 863 program
(1986—March).

The 863 program funds development of ad-
vanced technologies. It funnels money into
industries, universities and government agen-
cies for new materials development, energy,
automation, laser technology, information
technology and space (supporting their Shen-
zhou space program). In 1986, they added
telecommunications and marine technology.

Few Americans know that China has devel-
oped the largest and most advanced undersea
exploration vehicle that is diving to the deepest
parts of the ocean while their spacecraft goes
into orbit overhead. Incidentally, the U.S. is
currently scuttling half of our ocean research
vessels.

Because China made the huge error of shut-
ting down schooling for a decade during the
Cultural Revolution of 1965-75, they realized
that there would be a university leadership gap
in the mid-1990s that would allow them to
completely re-organize their universities when
the senior educational leadership retired. They
seized this opportunity to close weak schools,
merge small dispersed institutions, and move
some federal universities to the provincial lev-
el for funding.

They likewise embarked on the largest
expansion of universities in human history,
doubling student capacity in five years, then
doubling again by 2006 and doubling again
to where it is just now levelling off. I was
again at the University City in Chongqing this
year where 15 new universities hold a total of
300,000 students, faculty and support staff.

John Richard
Schrock

 Education
Frontlines

Imagine the populations of Wichita and Tope-
ka combined — but all university. Guangzhou
and Xi’an have university cities with 10 new
universities each.

At the same time in 1996, China picked ap-
proximately 100 universities for extra fund-
ing through the 211 program, named for be-
ing their 21st Century vision for one hundred
schools. These schools train 80 percent of Chi-
na’s doctorates, have nearly all of the coun-
try’s funded “key laboratories” and get about
three-fourths of the science research funding
from their National Science Foundation — yes,
the same name and function as the U.S. Na-
tional Science Foundation because it is mod-
elled after ours. In the first five years, from
1996 to 2000, China pumped over $2 billion
into the 211 schools, and that support has gone
up ever since. Project 211 schools form about
6 percent of the approximately 1800 academic
universities in China.

Project 985 (founded in 1998 in May, of
course) funds the top 39 universities. Both the
national government and the provinces add
additional money to expand these universities,
fill them with state-of-the-art research equip-
ment, bring in the best faculty, and send them
to conferences worldwide. The increases in
funding to these schools varies but has often
grown 24 percent year-over-year.

Finally there is the Thousand Talents Pro-
gram. Begun in 2008, it has hired over 2,260
world class scholars to come to China. Some
go to industrial research centers and a few into
financial agencies, but most join university
staff. They are a mix of Westerners and over-
seas Chinese and they commit to stay for five

years. The criteria is that they are the expert in
their field, and they get a one million yuan sal-
ary per year and ten million yuan for research
start-up (divide by five for U.S. dollars). This
is similar to university “raids” that occurred
decades ago in the U.S. For instance, Stony
Brook University raided talent from the Uni-
versity of Kansas in the 1970s. Our last uni-
versity raids were by Arizona State 20 years
ago. We can no longer afford it.

This year I spoke at South China Normal
and sat on exam panels at Chongqing Normal
University, both 211 schools, before coming
to Northwest Agricultural and Forestry Uni-
versity that is both 211 and 985. I cannot walk
two blocks without having to detour around
new construction. Their labs are state-of-the-
art and I have met both Western and Chinese
Thousand-Talent professors. They plan to suc-
ceed.

So, I heard the news about the deep budget
cuts for Kansas universities. Looks like we
have other plans.

John Richard Schrock, a professor of biolo-
gy and department chair at a leading teacher’s
college, lives in Emporia. He emphasizes that
his opinions are strictly his own.

Where to write, call

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510. (202) 224-4774
roberts.senate.gov/public/

USS. Sen. Jerry Moran, 354 Russell
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20510 (202) 228-6966.
moran.senate.gov/public/

U.S. Rep. Tim Huelskamp, 126 Can-
non House Office Building, Washington,
D.C.20515. (202) 225-2715
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