
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 6/24

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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 Some old chairs have very strange added parts 
that can confuse today’s collectors. 

A Windsor chair from the 18th century might 
be made with an added piece at the end of the arm 
because it is a “writing arm” Windsor. There can 
be a drawer beneath the seat of a Shaker sewing 
chair. 

Many types of chairs were made into rocking 
chairs with the addition of pieces of curved wood 
or a bouncy platform with springs. 

A chair with paddlelike arms and a rectangu-
lar wooden piece at-
tached to the back at 
an angle is known 
as a “cockfi ghting 
chair.” It was thought 
the user sat facing the 
back of the chair to 
see the fi ght, but now 
it is believed that the 
wooden piece was 
meant to hold a book 
and that the chair is a 
“reading chair” once 
used in libraries. 

A similar chair was 
made by the Roycroft 
Colony in East Au-
rora, N.Y., in about 
1905. It had a nar-
row ledge at the top 
of the chair back. The 
user sat facing the 
back and straddling 
the chair, with arms 
leaning on the leather-

covered wooden ledge. It is a meditation chair. 
There is a modern group at the Roycroft Colony 
today that is interested in art and meditation.

Q: My 1910 telephone is in excellent shape. 
A label on it reads, “Property of the American 
Bell Telephone Co.” What is the phone worth?

A: By 1910, telephones were being manufac-
tured as both wall phones and upright “candle-
stick” phones – and you don’t tell us what yours 
looks like. Some antique phones sell for under 
$100 and some for thousands. American Bell 
Telephone Co. was formed in 1880 and acquired 
a controlling interest in Western Electric Co. in 
1881. Western Electric then became the manufac-
turer of American Bell Telephone Co. phones. In 
1899, American Bell was acquired by American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., which had been an 
American Bell subsidiary. Telephones the age of 
yours sell for about $100 to $200, depending on 
style and condition.

Tip: When looking up a pewter mark, don’t 
just check pewter books. Try looking at a list of 
American silversmiths and silver-plate makers. 
Many of these people worked with all three types 
of metal.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Unusual chairs
can be confusing

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel

The strange back on 
this Roycroft chair 
can be explained by 
its name, “medita-
tion chair.” It sold for 
$1,300 at a Rago 
Auction in Vineland, 
N.J., in March 2013. 
A similar chair sold for 
$3,000 a few years 
ago.

Famous Hand
This deal occurred in the fi nal of the 2009 Ber-

muda Bowl held in Sao Paulo. The 128-board fi -
nal saw the U.S. triumph over archrival Italy by a 
margin of 36 IMPs.

The deal produced no swing, as the same re-
sult was registered at both tables. But it could 
have yielded a 16-IMP pickup for either team if 
East-West had found the way to defeat six hearts 
doubled, the fi nal contract at each table.

The bidding shown took place when Jeff 
Meckstroth and Eric Rodwell of the U.S. held 
the North-South cards. Meckstroth’s three-club 
bid indicated a game-forcing heart raise, and 
one round later East doubled Meckstroth’s fi ve-
diamond cuebid, ostensibly asking for a diamond 
lead against a likely heart slam.

When East subsequently doubled six hearts, 
there was some question -- debated at length by 
the Vu-Graph panel and many others during and 
after the play -- as to whether this second double 
canceled the previous message. West apparently 
thought this to be the case when he elected to lead 
the king of clubs rather than a diamond, which 
would have defeated the slam. After the club 
lead, declarer had no trouble overcoming West’s 
diamonds via repeated fi nesses after trumps 
were drawn, and so made the slam for a score of 
+1,210.

Remarkably, an almost identical scenario was 
repeated at the second table, where the bidding 
went.

* forcing heart raise
Here, too, West disregarded his partner’s fi rst 

and/or second double and led the king of clubs, 
resulting in a score of -1,210 and a standoff on 
the board.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.


