
Page 8   Colby Free Press Friday, June 14, 2013

Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 6/13

Dear Heloise: Unsightly yellow stains have ap-
peared on the off-white vinyl tile in my bathroom 
where the rugs had been. I got rid of the rugs, but 
I cannot get rid of the stains. Do you know of a 
method or product I could use to eliminate these 
stains without ruining the fi nish on the fl oor? – 
Kathleen W. in Michigan

Sorry to say, Kathleen, there isn’t much you 
can do at this point. The rubber backing on the 
rugs is the culprit. Because vinyl and rubber 
don’t mix, it creates a reaction and causes the vi-
nyl to actually turn yellow.  

Also, other things can react and cause stains. 
Be careful when placing items like fl owerpots, 
rubber wheels, anything made of plastic, etc., on 
a vinyl fl oor.

When buying rugs, look for tags labeled “non-
staining rubber backing,” or stay away from rub-
ber-backed rugs on vinyl or linoleum fl oors, as 
experts recommend. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com     

TRAVEL HINT
Dear Heloise: Here are a few travel tips I fi nd 

helpful:
• Put your driver’s license (identity card) in a 

plastic cardholder, and wear it as a necklace so 
it’s easily available at the airport.

• After checking into a room, wipe down the 
TV remote control.

• Carry a small fl ashlight to be kept at bedside.
• Save those perfume paper strips in magazines 

and take them along rather than liquid. – A Help-
ful Reader in the U.S.A. 

Great hints! Thanks for the reminders. When 
you wipe down the remote, don’t forget to wipe 
the door handles and light switches, too! I use the 
hand sanitizer I carry in my purse. – Heloise

BOX RECYCLE
Dear Heloise: Great hint about turning boxes 

inside out for mailing. Plastic mailing bags work 
the same way. If you are returning something you 
ordered, or are just mailing something else, you 
can turn the mailing bag inside out and tape your 
labels on the plain surface. – Bonita in Cleveland

OWNERS MANUAL
Dear Heloise:  Here are some hints I use when 

buying an appliance: I keep a fi le of manuals. If 
the appliance has a serial number, I write it on the 
owners manual. I also attach the receipt, warranty 
card and other paperwork I was given upon pur-
chase. That way, I have all the information I need 
if I must have it repaired. This has saved tons of 
hassle and frustration. – Craig in Indiana

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Rugs stain
vinyl yellow

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 6/14

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Three hearts. The usual rules that govern re-

sponses to an opening bid are suspended when 
an opponent intervenes with a takeout double. 
The guiding principle is that most responses that 
would have been forcing without the double are 
not forcing after the double.

Accordingly, the recommended three-heart 
bid – which would normally be game-forcing (or 
invitational for those who play limit raises) – be-
comes pre-emptive. Partner goes on to game only 
when he holds well above minimum strength.

2. Two hearts. This shows a weak hand with 
moderate trump support, but lacking the distribu-
tional features that a three-heart bid would imply.

3. One spade. This tells partner you have a fi ve-
card suit (or a very strong four-card suit) and that 
you lack the values for a redouble (see answer 
to No. 4). A one-over-one bid after an opposing 
takeout double suggests a hand in the six- to nine-
point range.

4. Redouble. A redouble shows 10 points 
or more in high cards and does not necessarily 
guarantee support for opener’s suit. Usually, the 
opener passes at his next turn to allow the redou-
bler a chance to bid over whatever action the op-
ponents have taken. The essential message of the 
redouble is that the opener’s side has the balance 
of strength and must therefore either buy the con-
tract or double the opponents for penalties.

5. Two diamonds. Similar to No. 3. After a 
double, this indicates a strong suit and not much 
else, and is not forcing. Note that if the opponent 
had not doubled, you would not have enough 
points to bid two diamonds on your own (you 
would have had to bid one notrump instead).

6. Pass. This diamond suit is not good enough 
to bid on the two-level. If partner has a really 
good hand, he will indicate it at his next opportu-
nity, and you can then take whatever action you 
feel is appropriate. For the moment, though, a 
pass is best.

7. One notrump. In general, the notrump bid 
over a double indicates seven to nine points and 
balanced distribution, which is exactly what you 
have. Concealing your values by passing could 
lead to a diffi cult bidding problem later on.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


