
Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 4/29

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 4/26

Famous Hand
An American team composed of George Rap-

ee, John R. Crawford, Sam Stayman, Howard 
Schenken and B. Jay Becker, the former editor of 
this column, journeyed to Naples in 1951 to play 
the Italian team in the world championship. The 
U.S. team won by 10,000 points. 

Frederico Rosa of Italy wrote an account of the 
match for the European Bridge Review, a portion 
of which is presented here with all of its conti-
nental fl avor retained. It features a hand on which 
the American team gained 720 points. 

Said Rosa: “I witnessed many mistakes by 
the Americans during the tournament. On many 
boards they pressed the bidding level beyond the 
possible. They were apt to overrate their tech-
nique, hoping for miracles in the play. But I must 
state that I have been unable to fi nd a single board 
among the 320 where their defensive play was 
not exact, not to say perfect. This is an example 
of beautiful defense. 

“At both tables South was in four hearts. Stay-
man easily made the contract after Pietro Forquet 
led the seven of diamonds. At the other table, 
however, Becker (West) led a trump and started a 
fi ne defensive play. 

“[Mario] Franco won in the closed hand and 
led a spade to dummy’s jack. A low spade to the 
queen was taken by the ace and a trump returned. 
Franco again won in the closed hand and led a 
club to dummy’s ace. 

“South’s club loser disappeared on the king of 
spades and a low diamond was led from dummy. 
Crawford coolly played low and it is not surpris-
ing that Franco contented himself with the eight. 
Many of us would have done the same. This trick 
of Crawford’s enabled West to win with the nine, 
and since Becker had another trump to lead, de-
clarer had to lose two more tricks in diamonds. 

“Franco should not be blamed for not putting 
up the queen of diamonds, but the Americans 
deserve all the praise for their skillful and auda-
cious defense.”

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.
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A 7-1/2-foot-high safety pin that looks like a 
modern sculpture actually is a fl oor lamp made in 
1975 by modern artist 
Yonel Lebovici (1937-
1998). 

In the 1960s, he start-
ed making very unusual 
lamps and other items 
inspired by everyday 
objects. 

His marketing ideas 
were unusual for an 
artist at the time. He 
made a limited number 
of each creation, which 
means he was among 
the fi rst to sell “limited 
editions.” He was ahead 
of the huge popular-
ity of limited-edition 
plates, fi gurines and 
other collectibles. 

In the late 1960s, 
machine-made plates 
and fi gurines often were 
limited to the number 
made in one year. Col-
lectors paid more for 
those no longer made. 

In the 1990s, limited 
editions lost favor and 
prices fell. But to own 
“the-only-one-made” 
art piece by a known artist gives extra prestige 
to a collector, and prices are high. Work by an 
important artist limited to about 20 examples also 
entices collectors to pay higher prices. 

Lebovici was infl uenced by everyday house-
hold items, fi sh and perpetual motion. He created 
cordless lamps using the then-new low voltage 
technology. The large safety-pin lamp, from an 
edition of 10, auctioned for $37,500 at Sotheby’s 
in 2012.

Q: I’m wondering what my Marx-a-Serve 
Electric Table Tennis game is worth. I don’t 
have the original box or instructions, but I 
have all the game pieces – the battery-oper-
ated base unit and nets, four ping-pong balls 
and two rackets. The base unit shoots out a 
ball and the player hits the ball back into the 
net. The ball then falls back into the machine 
for continued use.

A: Your game, with its original box, sold on-
line recently for $32. Without the box, it would 
sell for less – perhaps $20 if the mechanism still 
works.

Terry Kovel answers as many questions as pos-
sible through the column. Write to Kovels, (Col-
by Free Press), King Features Syndicate, 300 W. 
57th St., New York, NY 10019.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Bridge • Steve Becker

Limited edition
is a modern idea

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Antiques and 
Collecting

•

Terry 
Kovel

A French artist 
named this large 
safety pin “Epingle 
de Nourrice” (“safe-
ty pin of the baby 
nurse”). It’s a fl oor 
lamp that tops six 
feet. Purchase price 
at Sotheby’s New 
York was $37,500.


