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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 4/25

Dear Readers: Having printed hints for help-
ing the blind before, it’s time to address how to 
approach a guide dog team. A team consists of a 
guide dog and its owner. When a dog is in har-
ness, it is at “work” and is responsible for guiding 
its owner and should not be distracted. Here are 
some hints on what to do (and NOT do) when 
you come across a guide dog team:

• Always greet the owner fi rst. Whatever side 
the guide dog is on (most work on the left), ap-
proach from the other side.

• Do not approach a team while in the middle 
of a task. Wait until the task is completed.

• Do not pet a guide dog without asking the 
owner’s permission. Some owners will allow you 
to pet the dog, and others will not. Do not get 
your feelings hurt if the owner says no.

• Do not call out or whistle at a guide dog. The 
owner’s safety is dependent on the guide dog 
maintaining focus. So do not distract the guide 
dog.

• Do not feed or offer the guide dog food or 
treats. Guide dogs are fed on a schedule that is 
strictly maintained. Because they often visit res-
taurants and grocery stores, they are trained to ig-
nore food. Offering them food not only distracts 
them, it negates their training and also can make 
them sick. – Heloise

SEND A GREAT HINT TO:
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio, TX 78279-5000
Fax: 1-210-HELOISE
E-mail: Heloise@Heloise.com     

TRAVEL HINT
Here are two great hints from J.M., via tablet 

computer:
When packing for a trip, I realized my curling 

iron was too hot to pack, and I was rushed for 
time. The thought of my oven mitt came to mind. 
It worked perfectly, allowing the curling iron to 
remain open so it could cool off, but it was safe 
to handle and put in my tote bag. Even at home, I 
put the curling iron in an oven mitt before putting 
it in the drawer, which prevents the possibility of 
it melting other cords, etc. I also use the mitt to 
rest the curling iron on as it warms up.

(J.M., this is a great travel hint that has been 
printed before. Just be careful. Check what kind 
of material the inside of your oven mitt is. Some-
times the inside is a different material and may 
not be as heat-resistant as the outside. And don’t 
put the curling iron directly in the oven mitt after 
unplugging. Give it at least a couple of minutes to 
cool off before placing it inside. – Heloise)

FOLDING TABLE
For my houseguests, I put up our folding table 

in their room, which is the perfect height and size 
for an open suitcase. The area under the table is 
handy to stow any other items. I also have added a 
folding chair now for guests as they put on shoes 
or socks while dressing. These items go back to 
their storage area after the guests have gone.

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Follow rules
near guide dogs

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 4/26

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Bidding Quiz
1. Two clubs. It is better to bid two clubs than 

one heart. A one-heart bid followed by two (or 
three) clubs would give partner the wrong picture 
of the length of your suits. But if you respond 
two clubs and then bid hearts at your next turn, 
partner will realize that you have more clubs than 
hearts and that in all likelihood you have only 
four hearts. Had the suits been of equal length, 
you would, of course, bid the higher-ranking one, 
hearts, fi rst.

2. One spade. Here, for the reason just stated, 
spades are bid fi rst. The fact that your clubs are 
of better quality is not a good reason for nam-
ing them fi rst. The aim is to land in the longest 
trump suit, not necessarily the strongest, and also 
to wind up in a major rather than a minor, if pos-
sible.

Spades are playable as trumps if partner has 
three of them. If you were to bid clubs fi rst, and 
spades secondarily, partner would naturally as-
sume that you had only four spades and would 
not raise them with three-card support. You could 
thus miss the best contract.

3. One heart. Two clubs would be the wrong 
response in this case because going into the two-
level in a new suit promises at least 10 points, 
which you don’t have, while bidding one heart 
indicates only six or more points. In such situa-
tions, it’s better to violate the rule of bidding the 
longer suit fi rst than to misrepresent your high-
card strength. 

4. One heart. Here you go back to naming 
the fi ve-card suit before the four-carder. Again 
the length of the suit takes precedence over the 
strength, even though the spades contain seven 
high-card points and the hearts only one.

In a nutshell, what it amounts to is this: With 
strong hands, you follow the principle of bidding 
the longer suit fi rst, the purpose being to describe 
your distribution as accurately as possible in or-
der to give your side the maximum chance of 
winding up in the best game or slam. With weak 
hands, where your initial plan may be to make 
only one bid and quit, you exercise extreme care 
in choosing the suit to name, the principal con-
cern being to avoid bidding weak hands strongly.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


