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Area/State

Weather;

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly cloudy, with
a low around 25. Northwest
wind around 10 mph.

Friday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 52. Northwest wind 5
to 10 mph becoming northeast
in the afternoon.

Friday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers before 1
a.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low
around 33. Southeast wind
around 5 mph becoming calm in
the evening.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 71. Breezy, with a
south wind 5 to 15 mph increas-
ing to 15 to 25 mph in the after-
noon.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 45.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 64.

Sunday Night: A 30 percent
chance of showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 38.

Monday: Partly sunny, with a
high near 55.

Monday Night: A chance of
rain and snow showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 35.
Chance of precipitation is 30
percent.

Tuesday: A slight chance of
rain and snow. Partly sunny,
with a high near 45. Chance of
precipitation is 20 percent.

Tuesday Night: A chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 28. Chance of
precipitation is 30 percent.

Wednesday: A slight chance
of rain and snow. Partly sunny,
with a high near 42. Chance of
precipitation is 20 percent.

Wednesday: High, 35; Low 17
Precip: Wednesday Trace
Month: None
Year: 1.66 inches
Normal:  3.98 inches
(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Friday 711 am. 8:19p.m.
Moon: waxing, 5 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Saturday Evening
| _7:00 | 7:30 | 800 | 8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 | 10:00 | 10:30 [ 11:00 |

Critics revive promises

to knock Obama budget

By Stephen Ohlemacher
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Advocates
for seniors say President Barack
Obama is breaking his promise
to protect Social Security, while
conservatives say he is breaking
his promise not to raise taxes on
the middle class.

Obama’s budget proposal in-
cludes a mix of tax increases
and benefit cuts in an effort to
reduce government borrowing
and spark the still-fragile econo-
my. Obama says it is the kind of
balanced approach that is nec-
essary to tame runaway budget
deficits.

But advocates from across the
political spectrum are reminding
the president of his past cam-
paign promises.

Obama’s budget blueprint
would increase taxes by $1 tril-
lion over the next decade. Most
of the tax increases would target
wealthy households and corpo-
rations, though some, includ-
ing a tax increase on cigarettes,
would hit low- and middle-in-
come families, too.

At the same time, Obama’s
plan would trim benefit pro-
grams like Social Security and
Medicare while adding new
spending on infrastructure and
early childhood education.

The most sweeping proposal
is to adopt a new measure of
inflation for the government,
which would gradually reduce
benefits and raise taxes at the
same time.

Called the chained Consumer
Price Index, the new measure
would show a lower level of
inflation than the more widely

used Consumer Price Index. The
change could have far-reaching
effects because so many pro-
grams are adjusted each year
based on year-to-year changes
in consumer prices.

Starting in 2015, Social Se-
curity recipients, military retir-
ees and civilian federal retirees
would get smaller benefit in-
creases each year. Taxes would
gradually go up because of
smaller annual adjustments to
income tax brackets, the stan-
dard deduction and the personal
exemption amount.

Most of the savings would
come from Social Security. On
average, the new measure would
reduce annual cost-of-living
adjustments by 0.3 percentage
points. This year, the adjustment
was 1.7 percent. Under the new
measure, it would have been
about 1.4 percent.

Obama rarely mentioned So-
cial Security during his re-elec-
tion campaign in 2012. But four
years earlier, he was more forth-
coming, and some liberal groups
have been circulating the video
evidence.

In a 2008 speech to AARP,
Obama laid down this marker:
“John McCain’s campaign has
suggested that the best answer
for the growing pressures on
Social Security might be to cut
cost-of-living adjustments or
raise the retirement age. Let me
be clear: I will not do either.”

On Wednesday, Obama said
he was compromising.

“I don’t believe that all these
ideas are optimal, but I'm will-
ing to accept them as part of a
compromise if and only if they
contain protections for the most

vulnerable Americans,” Obama
said.

Some programs, including
anti-poverty programs like food
stamps and Supplemental Secu-
rity Income, would be exempt
from the new inflation measure.
College Pell grants would also
be exempt, as would benefit lev-
els in the president’s new health
care law.

There would also be provi-
sions to reduce the impact on
older Social Security recipients
and those who receive Social
Security disability benefits for
at least 15 years.

In all, the new measure would
reduce scheduled benefits by
$130 billion over the next de-
cade, according to estimates.

Low-income taxpayers would
see the biggest tax increases be-
cause much of their income is
not currently subject to the fed-
eral income tax.

Republicans note that Obama
has repeatedly promised to spare
low- and middle-income fami-
lies from tax increases. They
also note that this isn’t the first
time Obama supported raising
taxes on cigarettes.

In 2009, Obama signed a law
that increased the federal ciga-
rette tax by 62 cents, to $1.01 a
pack. The money is being used
to pay for the expansion of a
health insurance program for
children.

Obama’s budget proposal
would increase the federal tax
on cigarettes from $1.01 a pack
to $1.95. The new cigarette tax
would raise an estimated $78
billion over the next decade to
pay for preschool programs for
children.

Buffalo Bill Cultural Center

teatures Oakley studio owner

From “CENTER,” Page 1

Novel” display that is rotating
out of the Golden museum and
will be on display at the center
through the summer.

The center plans a “Biggest
Pumpkin” contest during this
year’s Kansas State Cornhusk-

ing Contest on Oct. 12.

“We want to give everyone
time enough to get those pump-
kins planted,” said Laurie Mil-
lensifer of the center.

The biggest pumpkin will
be judged and the winner an-
nounced along with the winners
of the second annual Pumpkin

Carving and Decorating Con-
test.

For information about what’s
going on at the center, visit the
Buffalo Bill Cultural Center
Facebook page or go to www.
buffalobilloakley.org.

Rexford dairy wins another award

From “DAIRY,” Page 1

component in three western Kansas communi-

sylvania to the plains of Kansas in 1999 to give
their four sons the opportunity to fulfill their
goals to be dairy farmers,” said state Secretary of
Agriculture Dale Rodman. “Thirteen years later,
McCarty Family Farms has become an innova-
tive leader in the Kansas dairy industry and a key

economies.”

April 13, 2013

ties, creating steady jobs that are a boost to rural

McCarty’s Rexford location recently complet-
ed the Validus Certified Responsible Producer
certification, an animal welfare training program.
Fewer than 25 dairies nationwide have this certi-
fication, the family said.

/L Listin

Briefly
Exhibit reception will honor artist
The public is invited to a free exhibit reception honoring Gem native,
artist Jennifer Higerd from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday in the Garvey Educa-
tional Room at the Prairie Museum of Art and History, 1905 S. Franklin,
in Colby. Saturday will be the last day to see “The Roots Run Deep” ce-

ramics exhibition at the museum. For questions, call Director Sue Taylor
at 460-4590.

Learning Center plans fund raiser

As a fund raiser for the Thomas County Learning Center, Antiquities
Photography will be taking “antique” color portraits of children up to age
16. Money will go for daycare scholarships for the fall semester. A $10
sitting coupon includes a 10x13 series of three images on a single print.
Deadline for purchasing a coupon is Friday; tentative portrait date is Satur-
day, April 20. For information, call Melinda Fikan at 465-7900.

One-Call to offer program on digging safety

Kansas One-Call will conduct a brief program on how to dig safely and
prevent damage to underground utility lines at 3 and 6:30 p.m. Monday at
the Community Building. The session will include changes to the Kansas
One-Call notification system, time for questions and methods to identify
unmarked underground lines. To register, call (877) 477-1162 or go to
www.pdigm.com/rsvp.

Grade school plans pre-enroliment meeting
Kindergarten pre-enrollment and a parent meeting for the 2013-14

school year will be from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Tuesday in the Colby Grade School

activity room. Bring your child’s birth certificate, immunization records

and Social Security card. For information or questions, call the grade
school office at 460-5100.

Sacred Heart accepting pre-enrollments

Sacred Heart School is accepting pre-enrollment for 3-year-old pre-
school and 4-year-old pre-kindergarten for the fall term. Contact Principal
Laura Krejci at 460-2813.

College Adult Education offers GED prep

The Adult Education Department at Colby Community College will
offer “bridge” classes for students planning to enroll in nursing courses,
providing refresher instruction in math, reading and study skills, from 1
to 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays through May 9 or from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from May 20 to 30. The Adult Education
Center is on the lower level of the college library. To enroll or for informa-
tion, call Nance Munderloh at 460-4663 or stop by the campus office.

Pride of the Prairie to perform this month

The Pride of the Prairie Orchestra will present its Blue Jeans and T-Shirts
Concert at 3:30 p.m. Sunday, April 28, in Frahm Theater of the Cultural
Arts Center on the Colby Community College campus. The members, con-
ducted by Andrew Salvador, will be dressed in blue jean and T-shirts for
the performance. The orchestra is dedicating this concert to the memory
of Sharon Steele, long-time orchestra member and friend. Admission is by
Pride of the Prairie patron ticket or at the door, adults $10, seniors $5 and
students $3. For questions, call Mary Shoaff at 462-2159 or Janet Hopson
at 462-5102.

City working on mapping electric, water

Contractor Midland GIS continues to do mapping for the Colby city
electric and water departments. Workers may be in alleyways and yards
for about two more weeks, said Public Works Director Omar Weber. For
questions, call the department at 460-4420.

Head Start looking for kids to fill classes

Head Start, a development program for 3- and 4-year-olds and their
families, is taking applications. Services, including education, nutrition,
health, disability services and family support, are free to those who qualify.
Children must be 3 on or before Aug. 31. For information or to schedule an
appointment, contact Head Start at 460-6067.

Volunteers needed to deliver home meals

The Colby Nutrition Site at the Senior Progress Center needs volunteers
to deliver meals to homes from 10:30 a.m. to noon Tuesdays or Thursdays.
Call Kaila DeBoer at 460-2901 for information.

Group needs ‘bigs’ to work with children

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Thomas County is looking for people able to
volunteer one to two hours a week as mentors for kids who need a “big.”
You could make a difference in a child’s life, working with the largest
mentoring organization in Kansas. For questions, call Orvella Romine at
460-9125.
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