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Daughters of the American Revolution

The John Athey chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution met March 27 in Hoxie.
Seven members and one guest at-
tended.

Regent Sharon Maurath called
the meeting to order according to
the group’s rituals.

The death of long-time Hoxie
member, Irene Cressler, was re-
ported. The chapter welcomed
four new members into the group
and verified a fifth.

They elected new officers for
the 2013 to 2016 term. The new
officers are: Maurath of Oakley,
regent; Gayle Bremenkamp of

Colby, vice regent; Kay Weber of
Hoxie, recording secretary; Glad-
ys Rowley of Oakley, treasurer;
Judy Watkins of Hoxie, registrar;
Fran Mann of Quinter, chaplain;
Cheryl Goetz of Park, historian;
and Delphyn Biggs of Oberlin,
librarian.

Weber reported the Indian min-
ute. Bremenkamp reported the
Constitution minute. Mann re-
ported the conservation minute.
Watkins presented the American
history, president general’s and
Daughters of the American Revo-
Iution schools messages. Goetz
gave the women’s issues and na-

tional defense reports. Maurath
reported on the chapter achieve-
ment.

Bremencamp presented a pro-
gram on the proper way of folding
the American flag and what each
fold means.

Members volunteered to help
with the group’s 18 committees
with reports being given at vari-
ous times throughout the year.

The club ate lunch at JD’s
Restaurant. The next meeting is
scheduled for 10 a.m. on Wednes-
day, April 24, at the Oakley Public
Library.

Conservation acres increasing

By Michael Pearce

The Wichita Eagle

KINGMAN (AP) — On boyhood campouts, the
property nourished Bill Johnson’s body. Fish for
breakfast were caught in a crystal-clear stream.
Sweet-tasting spring water gushed from the ground.

For decades since, the 240 acres in Kingman
County has nourished Johnson’s soul.

“I can have a bad week at work, then go out there
and all of a sudden I've been rejuvenated,” Johnson
said of the land his father bought before he was born.
“I can’t remember when that place hasn’t been deep
in my heart.”

Now Johnson, 62, worries what will happen after
he dies to the towering cottonwoods where winter-
ing eagles roost, the spring-fed beaver ponds where
waterfowl flock and the grasslands where the deer he
loves to hunt thrive, the Wichita Eagle reported (bit.
ly/Ya3Ho2).

“I"ve always felt like it’s been my job to take care
of it,” Johnson said. “I don’t want somebody to go in
there and develop things, or plowing everything up.”

Jim Hoy and Jane Koger once had similar fears for
the Flint Hills ranches that have been in their fami-
lies for at least five generations.

That changed after they placed those prairies un-
der protective conservation easements, which are re-
strictions placed on deeds to prohibit most develop-
ment for perpetuity.

“Now it’s protected ... no construction, no oil de-
velopment, no farming,” said Hoy of his land near
Cassoday. “We think the Flint Hills are as sacred of a
landscape as we’ll ever have in Kansas.”

Koger remembers the relief she felt the day she
signed her easement several years ago.

“Talk about resting in peace,” Koger said. “Now I
know I'll really be resting in peace.”

For about the past 20 years several conservation
organizations have been helping Kansas landowners
enroll lands in protective conservation easements.

Most ensure the land will stay in its current natural
state, protected from urban sprawl, utility lines, new
roads, mining, farming and wind farms.

Once enrolled, the restrictions stay with the deed
forever, and are administered by the conservation

group helping to enroll the easement.

As well as peace of mind, landowners sometimes
receive financial compensation for their efforts.

Rob Manes, Nature Conservancy of Kansas direc-
tor, said conservation easements began in the eastern
U.S. several decades ago, as farmers in places like
Pennsylvania and Maryland wanted to ensure their
family farms never grew shopping malls or houses.

Manes said helping set up easements in Kansas
ranch country works well with the group’s goal of
protecting critical habitats, like remnants of the tall-
grass prairie.

He said fear of the grasslands being plowed, dis-
sected by roads, or becoming a patchwork of wind
farms has helped propel a growing number of land-
owners to check into easements.

Manes said currently there are about 120,000
acres under easement in Kansas, and that amount is
steadily growing.

Koger thinks even more landowners might partici-
pate if they realized that they still retain full owner-
ship and how little conservation easements affect the
current use of their land. Also, public access to such
lands is not required.

“Basically I sold only the development rights,
so I can’t build a golf course,” Koger said. “I can’t
plow it. I can’t do oil or gas wells. But it can still be
grazed, and nobody is telling me how to graze it. I
can do recreational hunting or fee hunting. I can do
tourism, all just like before.”

Hoy noted that most easements are largely tailored
to the owner’s desires.

Not all of their property needs to be enrolled. Hoy
and Koger didn’t include small parcels in case some
buildings or houses need to be constructed.

Financial compensation packages are available to
qualified landowners. Most attempt to pay all or part
of the devaluation of the land’s value.

For instance, if land is valued at $1,800 an acre
and the appraised price drops to $1,500 per acre af-
ter development rights are removed, the landowner
could receive up to about $300 per acre.

Often the money comes from federal programs
designed to protect grasslands, wetlands and ranch-
lands, said Mike Beam of Ranchland Trust of Kan-
sas, a nonprofit group.

Brewster School busy

with dance, music, art
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Rice was crowned king and Courtney Doxon queen
on March 22, just a month after the original Feb. 22
date.

Beta Women’s Club held its annual Fine Arts
Night at the Methodist Church Tuesday. Alice Col-
lett’s music students and Michele Werth’s art stu-
dents showed off their talents. The music students
performed again Saturday at the regional solo and
small ensemble contest in Oberlin; five will go on to
the state contest.

Art students have been busy with several shows
and will be attending another show in Hays this
week. Look for more pictures and details on awards
these talented students have earned in next week’s
article.

As part of the Brewster Beautification Projects,
the Master Gardeners of Brewster — Colleen Rall,
Leisha Carpenter, LeAnne Carney and Lesa Juene-
man — are asking for donations for flower pots on
the four corners of Main Street and Kansas Avenue.
last year was quite a challenge with the heat and
wind so plans are to plant hardier varieties. Dona-
tion containers will be placed at Brewster Grocery,
the Co-Op, Senior Center and the Craft Peddler. For
information, please contact one of the gardeners.

If you have Brewster news or upcoming events
you would like to share please let me know. E-mail

RAE STEWART/Brewster High School
Senior Will Allen played a clarinet solo at the
Beta Fine Arts Night Tuesday in Brewster. He
received a “1” Saturday in Oberlin and will be
competing at state along with several others
from Brewster.

angiem@st-tel.net, call 694-3008 or drop informa-
tion off at the Prairie Land Insurance office.

Treasurer’s office gets title to bonds

State Treasurer Ron Estes an-
nounced the Shawnee County
District Court awarded Kansas
Treasurer’s Office title of approxi-
mately $880,000 in unclaimed
matured U.S. savings bonds.
These savings bonds are currently
held by the treasurer’s office as
unclaimed property.

The court also awarded the
treasurer title to unclaimed ma-
tured U.S. Savings Bonds issued
to owners with a last known ad-
dress in Kansas. The information
on these bonds is held by the U.S.
Treasury and the bonds are esti-
mated to be worth $151 million.

The Kansas Legislature passed
K.S.A. 58-3979 authorizing the
office to take title to unclaimed
matured bonds and return them
like all other unclaimed property

coming through the office.

Estes said requests by his of-
fice and previous state treasurers
to gain access to U.S. Treasury
records about Kansans’ unclaimed
savings bonds have been refused
without having legal title to the
bonds.

Some of these bonds date back
to World War I, and many of the
original owners or their heirs do
not know that the U.S. Treasury is
still holding their money.

“It is my belief that the U.S.
Treasury has a duty to patriotic
Americans to make an effort to
reach bond owners or their heirs
and they are not taking the appro-
priate steps to do so,” Estes said.

“I believe we can do a better
job of finding these Kansans and
returning their money to them.”

The Kansas office returns between
$14 million and $16 million in un-
claimed property each year.

Corrections

The Colby Free Press wants to
maintain an accurate record of
our town. Please report any error
or lack of clarity in a news story
to us at 462-3963.

Markets

Quotes as of close of
previous business day
Hi-Plains Co-op
Wheat (bushel) $6.86
Corn (bushel) $6.34
Milo (hundredweight) $10.79
Soybeans (bushel) $12.71

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

To have your ad placed in the Business Directory call
Kathryn or Sharon today at (785)462-3963

165 East 3rd - Colby, KS 67701
785-462-7428

Accounting and Bookkeeping
Business and Financial consultation

Christy Griffith, RTRP

Nancy LePell Bookkeeping

Income Tax Preparation - Individual, Business and Estates

Nancy LePell, EA, ChFC, CB
Working to bring you the best possible solutions

ROOFMASTERS

RESIDENTIAL
Heritage Shingles

Serving Colby for over 30 YEARS!
425 East Hill, Colby, KS
785-462-6642

Wood Shingles Licensed White TPO Single Ply
IR Shingles Bonded Modified Systems
Stone Coated Steel Insured Built up Systems

Metal Panels FREE ESTIMATES Elastomeric Coating

WHO YA GONNA CALL?

COMMERCIAL
EPDM Rubber

Store Hours:
9am-5:30pmM-F
9 am -4 pm Sat.

Plum Creek, Ltd.

Stylish & Sophisticated Affordable Quality

Mens & Womens Clothing
Elite Tuxedo Rentals

475 N: Franklin,
Downtown Colby
785.460.1978

Our mission is to enhance oral healthcare and

access available to everyone. We provide a sliding fee scale
for lower income and we accept most types of insurance.
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Hours: M-F, 8-5 515 State Street, Atwood KS  785-626-8290
Emergency on Call www.rcdentalclinic.com (for more details) B
» . i »
.

COMPLETE LAWN CARE

* Mowing * Verticut
+ Edging * Tree Trimming
* Trimming & Removal

Lawn & Tree Spraying & Fertilizing

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW CLEANING
/ (800) 611-6735

www.MyWindowCleaner.net
Serving Colby since 1992!

Commercial * Residential * Free Estimates
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Meadow Lake
Restaurant & Lounge

| Sprinkler System Repairs & Installation |

Call today to get your FREE estimate

Fully Insured, Bonded, Licensed and Covered by workman’s Comp.

CERTIFIED Office: 785-462-6908
WITHKARSAS  Office Manager: 785-443-5708

AGRICULTURE

Owner: 785-443-1339

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION:
WWW.MURRAYENTERPRISES.ORG

Monday Nights
$1 Draws

Saturday Nights
Prime Rib

Colemow [ue

=T GoLE Course & RESTAURANT /
785-460-6443
1085 E Golf Club Rd. * Colby, KS

NKBA

The Kitchen & Bath Professionals

» Entertainment Centers
» Custom Jewelry Closets

« Kitchen Cabinets « Counter Tops
« Closets * Furniture + Commercial

Mingo Custom Woods

1965 W. 4th St., Colby, KS - 800.320.2201
www.mingocustomwoods.com * 785.462.2200

SALES & SERVI

o% Jeep

CES SINCE 1919

* New Vehicle Sales
« Used Vehicle Sales
* Parts

+ Accessories

* Service

* Windshield Pit Repair
« Tires

* Towing Service

Monday - Friday 8-6, Saturday 8-Noon

785.626.3286

Fax 785.
210 State St. « Atwood, KS 67730

626.3717




