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Cryptoquip

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  
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Difficulty Level 3/28

Dear Readers: Here is an update on one of my 
recent columns about how to prevent unsolicited 
credit-card and insurance offers. 

Many wrote saying they were concerned about 
some of the personal information being asked, 
especially a Social Security number and date of 
birth. And rightly so – you want to be sure this 
private and important information is safe. Yes, it 
is safe for you to give it in this instance. First, 
the service to opt out of prescreen solicitations is 
offered by the major credit-reporting companies. 
The Federal Trade Commission recommends us-
ing this service to help stop this annoying mail!

Here is what you do. You can call (888) 5-OP-
TOUT – (888) 567-8688 – or go online to www.
OptOutPrescreen.com and register. The infor-
mation you provide is only used to process this 
request. You have initiated the call or online re-
quest, so you can feel comfortable giving your 
identifying information. They, or anyone else, 
should not call you and ask for personal fi nancial 
information. The main reason to ask for a Social 
Security number is that this number is how most 
services locate and fi le your information. There 
may be several Ted or Tara Thomases living in 
Texarkana, Texas.

However, if you are still leery about your So-
cial Security number, you can opt out of giving it.

After dialing the phone number, you will be 
prompted to give your Social Security number. 
Do not say anything, and the recorded message 
will move on to the next prompt, for your date of 
birth. Don’t say anything, and you can move to 
the next prompt. 

But, if there are variations of your name (e.g., 
Mrs. Ted Thomas, Tara Thomas, T. Thomas or 
Tara T. Thomas), a Social Security number will 
cut through all of the confusion.

Please give it a try, and as always, let me hear 
from you! How did the system work? – Your 
friend, Heloise, aka Heloise Hints, Helo..ise, He-
loise Heloise, H. Heloise

P.S.: You should see the many different ways 
my name is mangled on mailing lists!

Sometimes, when ordering something via 
phone or online, I’ll use initials or my dog’s nick-
name just to see who sells the list! 

PATIENT FORMS
Dear Heloise: A lot of doctor’s offi ces have 

websites, and many now put patient forms on 
them that can be printed out before the appoint-
ment. This helps, especially if you are a new 
patient and are seeing a doctor for the fi rst time. 
It saves a lot of time. My veterinary clinic even 
does this. – Still Learning, via e-mail

(c)2013 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

Steps to prevent
unwanted offers

Family Circus • Bil Keane
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Difficulty Level 3/29

Conceptis Sudoku • Dave Green

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard

Zits • Jim Borgman & Jerry Scott

Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Test Your Play
1. You shouldn’t assume that South has lost his 

mind when he leads a spade; he’s probably try-
ing to put something over on you. For his play to 
make sense, he must have started with the A-Q-
10-9. Furthermore, having disregarded dummy’s 
diamonds, declarer probably has the K-Q. If 
these assumptions are correct, it would be fatal 
to duck the nine of spades, because South would 
then have nine tricks consisting of three spades, 
fi ve diamonds and a heart.

You should therefore take the spade nine with 
the jack and shift to a club, but not just any club. 
To give yourself the best chance, you should lead 
the jack of clubs, playing declarer for something 
like:

Such a holding would be consistent with his 
one-notrump bid and his spade play at trick two. 
Note that if you lead any club other than the jack 
at trick three, South can make the contract with 
proper play.

2. To ensure the contract beyond the shadow of 
a doubt, lead a diamond to the jack, play the nine 
of hearts and let it ride. Even if the fi nesse loses, 
you are certain of at least nine tricks -- one spade, 
three hearts, four diamonds and a club.

You cannot afford to take a spade fi nesse at 
trick two because South might win with the king 
and return a club, and you’d fi nish behind the 
eight ball if North started with the A-Q-10-x-x 
of clubs.

Note that the two-way heart fi nesse is taken 
against South, so it can lose only to North, who 
cannot harm you with any return.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Bridge • Steve Becker

Hints from
Heloise

•
Heloise


