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Area/State

Weather;

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a
low around 25. Northeast wind
around 5 mph becoming south-
west after midnight.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 58. West wind 5 to
15 mph becoming southeast in
the afternoon.

Thursday Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 36.
Southeast wind 5 to 10 mph.

Friday: A slight chance of
showers between 11 a.m. and
4 p.m., then a slight chance of
showers and thunderstorms af-
ter 4 p.m. Partly sunny, with a
high near 63. South wind 5 to 15
mph. Chance of precipitation is
20 percent.

Friday Night: A slight chance
of showers and thunderstorms.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
42. Chance of precipitation is 20
percent.

Saturday: A 20 percent
chance of showers. Partly sun-
ny, with a high near 66.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 37.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 65.

Sunday Night: A 20 percent
chance of showers. Mostly
cloudy, with a low around 35.

Monday: A chance of rain
and snow. Mostly cloudy, with a
high near 43. Chance of precipi-
tation is 30 percent.

Monday Night: A chance of
rain and snow. Mostly cloudy,
with a low around 26. Chance of
precipitation is 40 percent.

Tuesday: A chance of rain,
snow, freezing rain, and sleet.
Partly sunny, with a high near
41. Chance of precipitation is 30
percent.

Monday: High, 25; Low 1
Tuesday: High, 50; Low 1

Precip: Monday None
Tuesday None
Month: 0.28 inches
Year: 1.08 inches
Normal:  2.11inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Thursday 7:34am. 8:04 p.m.

Moon: waning, 98 percent
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Detendant found guilty of murder

From “MURDER,” Page 1

own eyes that he had been shot
square in the face.

Judge Pratt agreed with her,
and the charge remained for the
jury to decide.

The second charge, of aggra-
vated battery for injuring Camp-
bell as she lay in bed with Cook,
was also upheld.

Barrett argued that the bat-
tery wasn’t aggravated because
there was no proof that Coryell
intended to commit a felony by
imposing “serious bodily harm”
to Campbell, to which Romine
said that if Coryell had the
time — between lifting the gun
and pulling the trigger — to pre-
meditate Cook’s murder, then
it would follow suit that he did
so knowing it would also hurt
Campbell.

Again, the judge agreed, leav-
ing the charge up to the jury.

The other requests to dismiss
charges, however, the judge

said, were “more troubling.”
Barrett argued that aggravated
burglary — which again, requires
intent to commit a felony as
part of the charge — should be
dropped. First, he said, Coryell
and his friend, Everett Urban,
had been invited to the home
by the text messages. Second,
when the men drove to the
house, there was no proof that
they were looking for anything
more than a fist fight. Third,
Cook was staying at Ryan McE-
voy’s house north of Jennings,
where the shooting happened, as
a tenant, exchanging goods and
services in exchange for staying
at the house for the weeks that
he was home on leave. As a ten-
ant, he had the authority to in-
vite people into the home. And
fourth, Barrett argued, when the
men first arrived, they talked to
Dakota Cook, Corey’s brother,
who was also staying there, and
he never told them to leave. Da-
kota even testified that he told

the men where they could find
his brother, in a back bedroom.

Romine argued that because
the men initially parked at the
end of the drive (on a county
road) to avoid trespassing (as
Urban testified) and the fact that
they knocked on the door before
entering both showed that they
knew they weren’t supposed
to enter the home. The screen
door was closed, she said, a “No
Trespassing” sign was posted
outside, it had been 30 minutes
since they had last received any
communication from Cook and
when they arrived, everyone
was asleep. This undoubtedly
showed that they knew they
weren’t supposed to be there,
she argued.

“They drove 15 minutes after
getting a hold of no one and still
decided to enter the house for a
three-on-one fight,” she said.

But this time, Judge Pratt dis-
agreed.

In order for the aggravated

burglary charge to stick, he
said, the state had to prove that
the men entered the home with
intent to commit a felony — in
this case, causing “great bodily
harm” to Campbell. But there
was no evidence that they en-
tered the home with any weap-
ons other than their fists, and
there was no evidence that they
intended to cause great bodily
harm to Campbell. They in-
tended to cause bodily harm
to Cook, yes, but there was no
proof that they entered the home
in order to go after her.

Because of this, he said, the
charge of aggravated burglary
would be dismissed, as was the
alternative charge (to premedi-
tated murder) of felony murder,
because that would only apply if
Coryell had killed Cook while
intending to commit a felony
(aggravated burglary).
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Testimony often confused in murder trial

From “TRIAL,” Page 1

she had told Coryell when Cook dumped
her, but couldn’t remember if she told him
that he took her back.

Campbell said that she was tipsy that
night, but knew that Cook was drunk when
he began dancing on a table.

Jordan Urban, who had dated Cook for a
few years before marrying Everett Urban,
said she at first encouraged the relation-
ship between Campbell and Cook, but then
started to discourage it. Texts between the
Urbans, Cook, Campbell and Coryell would
later culminate in Cook’s death.

“She (Urban) started saying that she knew
how he (Cook) treated people he loved,”
Campbell testified. Jordan Urban started
acting jealous, she said, perhaps because
Cook was her ex. Neither Jordan Urban nor
Cook told her that they still talked to each
other frequently, she added.

Three simultaneous text conversations
were happening at once from about 7:30
p-m. up until the murder, about 1:30 a.m.,
transcripts entered into evidence showed:
one between Campbell and Coryell, one be-
tween Everett Urban and Cook and the third
between Jordan Urban and Cook. Coryell
himself only sent Cook two messages.

The text messages

First, Coryell and Campbell: This conver-
sation was either that of a spurned lover and
his love (according to the prosecution) or
that of a guy who’s had enough of some girl
(according to the defense). They range from
“Don’t talk to me again,” (from Campbell)
to “Sorry I wasn’t good enough for you,”
from Coryell.

He said, “I would have done anything for
you, but you made your decision,” to which
she said, “Bull****, You know how much it
will hurt me if you do something to Corey.”

This text, she said, was prompted because
she assumed they would fight. In fact, at
this point, everyone seemed to be assuming
there would be a fight.

Meanwhile, Everett Urban and Cook
were text-arguing about Jordan Urban, who

S

Sponsored by the
: Cotsy

Cook called a bitch. Everett and Cook had
a long-standing feud, and on this everyone
agreed: They did not like each other at all,
with Cook going so far as to taunt Everett
about a failed suicide attempt where he tried
to shoot himself.

Many witnesses testified to hearing the
story of how Cook said he would leave a
shotgun in Everett’s truck for him with a
note saying, “This time don’t miss.”

The third conversation, between Jordan
Urban and Cook, started out lighter — they
admitted keeping in regular touch with each
other — but quickly devolved into the same
bickering, name-calling and insults.

Soon, a fight was challenged, and Coryell
joined Everett and others who were going
out to a place called the “hog units,” where
the guys could duke it out.

Coryell and friends arrived there, but
Cook never showed up.

The group went back to their party, but
the texts kept coming and going. Coryell’s
only text messages to Cook said first, that
Campbell had other interests than Cook,
and second, “We’re here.”

That second text was sent after Everett,
Coryell and Dellere decided to drive out to
McEvoy’s house north of Jennings, where
Cook was staying, to end the fight once and
for all. But when they got there, everyone
was asleep.

The critical moment

The three men entered the home. There
was a gun standing up in the front entryway.

Every witness had different testimony
about who picked up the gun first, who did
or did not check if it was loaded and how it
came to be in Coryell’s hands.

Dakota Cook, Corey’s brother, said he
woke from a recliner and talked to the men.
They asked where Corey was, and he told
them. They went down the hallway and
opened the door.

No one agreed on who turned on or off
the lights.

No one agreed on how much any other
person had drunk by then, what they had
been drinking or how long they’d been

drinking. Coryell, at 6 a.m. that morning,
would test at twice the legal limit for driv-
ing.

No one could agree how the gun wound up
in Coryell’s hands. In a statement recorded
by officers that morning, he thought some-
one tossed it to him. Everett Urban first said
it “just appeared” in Coryell’s hands, then
that the two had argued over the gun. The
prosecution claimed that Coryell picked it
and loaded it himself.

And no one agreed on how or why Corey
Cook got shot in the face while he slept next
to his girlfriend, after two men that didn’t
like him found their way into the house. The
house that Cook had invited them to five
times that night in text messages.

Campbell said she walked Cook to their
room around midnight, and they both fell
asleep. She said that she didn’t wake up
when the gun went off, nor did she wake up
when she was struck in the back by shotgun
pellets.

When she woke up, she said, it was be-
cause Corey was making “gurgling sounds.”

“I rolled him over because I thought
he was snoring,” she testified, “and then
I thought he had a bloody nose, so I tried
to shake him awake, but he wouldn’t wake
up.”

The aftermath

When the shot rang out, everyone ran
outside. Many people called 911, including
Coryell. Coryell kept saying he didn’t know
what happened or if anyone got shot. Every-
one described themselves as “hysterical.”

Most said that Coryell has said he was
going to kill himself, but was talked down.
Everyone waited for the police and an am-
bulance to show up.

Dylan Coryell was arrested about 3:15
that Sunday morning. A few hours later, Co-
rey Cook died at the Decatur County Hos-
pital.

And by the end of the week, a jury of 12
of Coryell’s peers would decide if all of this
equals premeditated murder in a case that
for Decatur County, has become both most
revealing and most unclear.

Shark Tank 20/20 Local

Briefiy
Baptist Church invites
all to Easter dinner

Everyone is invited to come and bring
a friend to a Joyful Blessings Easter
Dinner from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Saturday at the First Baptist Church on
the corner of Webster and Grant. For in-
formation, call Radonda Buford at 462-
2804.

Red Cross to hold

blood drive this week

The American Red Cross will hold
a blood drive from 7:45 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. Thursday at the Colby Commu-
nity Building. Donors must be at least
17, in good health and weigh at least
110 pounds. Bring a blood donor card,
driver’s license or two other forms of
identification, stay for ham and beans.
For information, call Bev Vaughn at
462-3861.

Congressman’s staff
will hear concerns

Congressman Tim Huelskamp’s Kan-
sas staff will hold office hours from
10 to 11 a.m. Thursday in the Fireside
Lounge of the Student Union at Colby
Community College. Staff hear peo-
ple’s concerns and provide in-person as-
sistance anyone who needs help cutting
through red tape with federal agencies.
Bring paperwork regarding claims and
benefits. For information, contact Rep.
Huelskamp’s Dodge City office at (620)
225-0172.

Thomas County Landfill

to close for Easter

The Thomas County Landfill will be
closed Sunday for Easter. For informa-
tion, call Larry Jumper at 462-8139.

Assembly of God to
hold Easter egg hunt

Because of the snow this weekend,
the College Drive Assembly of God has
postponed its annual Easter egg hunt a
week to 1 to 2:30 p.m. Saturday. Doors
will open at 12:45. Children 5 and
younger must be accompanied by an
adult. Contact Michelle Hillery at 443-
1395 for questions.

Adult Education offers

GED preparation class
The Adult Education Department at
Colby Community College is offering
free General Educational Development
preparation classes beginning Mon-
day. Classes will meet from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
through May 30. Adult Education also
is offering nursing “bridge” classes for
students planning to enroll in nursing
courses, providing refresher instruction
in math, reading and study skills from 1
to 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from
April 2 through May 9 or from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. each Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday from May 20 to 30. The Adult
Education Center is on the lower level
of the college library. To enroll or for
information, call Nance Munderloh at
460-4663 or stop by the campus office.
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