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Crossword • Eugene Sheffer

Blondie • Chic Young

Hagar the Horrible • Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey • Mort Walker

Family Circus • Bil Keane

Cryptoquip

Mother Goose and Grimm • Mike Peters

Baby Blues • Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott
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Difficulty Level 3/07

 This is a logic-based num-
ber placement puz zle. 
 The goal is to enter a num-
ber, 1-9, in each cell in which 
each row, column and 3x3 
region must contain only one 
instance of each numeral. 
 The solution to the last 
Sudoku puzzle is at right.  

Todd the Dinosaur • Patrick Roberts

Sally Forth • Greg Howard
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Difficulty Level 3/06

Keep Your Eye on the Goal
Let’s say you’re playing rubber bridge and you 

fi nd yourself in a vulnerable six-heart contract. 
If you make the slam, you’ll score 700 points for 
winning the rubber, 750 for slam and 180 for the 
tricks – 1,630 points in all. Conversely, if you go 
down one, you’ll lose 100 points. The total differ-
ence between making the slam and going down 
one is, therefore, 1,730 points. 

Now let’s suppose you have a chance for an 
overtrick, which would give you an additional 30 
points. In view of what’s at stake, this is obvi-
ously a mere drop in the bucket. 

All this is said by way of introduction to to-
day’s sad tale, where South bid aggressively to 
reach a sound six-heart contract but then failed 
to make it. 

Declarer won West’s opening trump lead and 
drew the outstanding trumps in three rounds. He 
next cashed the A-K of diamonds, receiving a 
jolt when East showed out on the second round. 
After cashing the queen and discarding a spade, 
he stewed for a while, not knowing which black-
suit fi nesse to take. As it happened, he couldn’t 
guess right, and he eventually lost a trick to each 
of West’s kings to fi nish down one. 

South’s line of play was geared more toward 
making an overtrick than ensuring his contract. 
Since he could afford to lose a trick, he should 
have taken out insurance against a 4-1 diamond 
division. 

The proper play is to lead a diamond at trick 
four and let the opponents win it! It is then a sim-
ple matter to win any return and run the rest of 
the diamonds to make the slam. 

It is true that in adopting this approach, South 
might lose a diamond trick he didn’t have to lose. 
But considering what’s at stake, he should be 
willing to give away 30 points to score 1,630.

(c)2013 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Q: I recently acquired a Mobo pressed-met-
al child’s riding horse. The label on the front 
reads “It steers!” and “Sebel Products Ltd., 
New York.” It’s in good condition, with little 
paint loss. Can you tell me when it was made 
and its approximate value?

A: D. Sebel & Co. was founded in East Lon-
don in 1921 and made various metal products. It 
made metal furniture and toys beginning in the 
1940s. The Mobo Bronco riding toy, the com-
pany’s best-known toy, was made from 1947 to 
1972. When the rider pushed on the stirrups, the 
horse moved forward. The mechanism was pat-
ented in 1942, but production didn’t begin until 
1947. Several models were made. 

“Magic Steering” was added in 1950. The 
horse could be made to turn by pushing on one 
stirrup. The company opened a factory in Erith, 
Kent, England, in 1947 and a subsidiary in New 
York City in 1948. A Mobo horse probably would 
sell at auction for $100 to $325. The better the 
condition, the higher the price.

Q: Does old sheet music have any value? We 
have some that was published between 1880 
and the 1940s. We’re trying to raise money for 
a local charity, and thought we could frame 
some of the more colorful ones and see if they 
would sell. We don’t know what to charge for 
them. Can you tell us?

A: A piece of sheet music published in the 20th 
century usually sells for about $5. Earlier sheet 
music may sell for more, especially if the cover is 
interesting, colorful or appeals to collectors. Most 
collectors want sheet music that’s complete, un-
trimmed, unframed and in good condition. Start 
at $5 to $30 for unframed examples. Ask more if 
they’re very unusual.

Q: I have a John F. Kennedy “friendship 
spoon.” One side of the handle is marked with 
“1961.” The other side just has “19,” because 
the last two numbers of the year are missing. 
I saw one online that had all four numbers on 
each side. Why would two numbers be miss-
ing? What is the value of this spoon?

A: Wm. Rogers Manufacturing Co. made sou-
venir spoons honoring the 1962 fl ight of Friend-
ship 7 in both silver plate and gold plate. Piloted 
by astronaut John Glenn, it was the fi rst manned 
orbital fl ight launched by the United States. In 
1961, President Kennedy announced the goal 
of landing a man on the moon by the end of the 
decade. Seven astronauts were chosen, and a tra-
dition of letting the astronauts choose the name 
of their space capsules began with the fi rst fl ight. 
John Glenn’s children chose the name “Friend-
ship,” and the number “7” was added in honor of 
the original group of astronauts. Most of the Rog-
ers spoons found online have “1961” and “1963” 
underneath a bust of President Kennedy, and ob-
viously were made after he was assassinated in 
1963, but we found one pictured that had only the 
number “19” on the right side of his bust. It was 
listed as being made in 1962. Value: about $10.

(c) 2013 by Cowles Syndicate Inc.
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Toy riding horse
made steerable
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