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Area/State

Weather:

National Weather Service

Tonight: Mostly clear, with a

low around 5. Northwest wind
10 to 15 mph.

Tuesday: A 20 percent
chance of snow after 5 p.m.
Mostly sunny, with a high near
33. Northwest wind 10 to 15
mph.

Tuesday Night: A 20 percent
chance of snow before 3 a.m.
Mostly cloudy, with a low around
19. Blustery, with a northwest
wind 15 to 20 mph, with gusts
as high as 30 mph.

Wednesday: Mostly sunny,
with a high near 33. Breezy, with
a north wind 15 to 25 mph.

Wednesday Night: Mostly
clear, with a low around 14.

Thursday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 32.

Thursday Night: Partly
cloudy, with a low around 13.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 36.

Friday Night: Partly cloudy,
with a low around 19.

Saturday: Mostly sunny, with
a high near 43.

Saturday  Night:  Partly
cloudy, with a low around 24.

Sunday: Mostly sunny, with a
high near 48.

Friday: High, 30; Low 2
Saturday: High, 37; Low 15
Sunday: High, 30; Low 21

Precip: Friday None
Saturday None
Sunday  0.05inches
Month: 0.64 inches
Year: 0.80 inches
Normal: ~ 0.51 inches

(K-State Experiment Station)
Sunrise and Sunset
Tuesday 7:21 am. 6:34 p.m.

Wednesday 7:20 a.m. 6:35 p.m.
(U.S. Naval Observatory)

Another snow storm keeps roads slick, conditions nasty

City Council puts bidding on hold

From “CITY,” Page 1

Electric helped to prepare the
specifications for both projects.

In the agenda notes for the
meeting, McGreer wrote that
the city had $114,000 set aside
for the generator and power up-
grade.

Several council members ob-
jected to Jim’s Electric getting
to decide the specifications for
the bid.

“You should at least have a
neutral party involved, and this
is not doing that at all,” said
Councilman Tim Hutfles.

McGreer said having an en-
gineer set the design for the
project would cost $8,000 to
$10,000.

“Essentially, we kind of did
the engineering without the
cost,” he said.

But when the council mem-
bers insisted others be let in on
the project, McGreer agreed to
seek bids for the engineering
work before bidding the project
itself.

Technology Director Mike
Albers said the city needed the
backup generator four times last
year alone and pointed out that
it might need it again for the
snowstorm last week. The cur-
rent generator is small enough to
fit on a cart, he said, and he has
to get to City Hall and pull it out
of a garage in 20 minutes when
the power fails. It can power

Colby wrestlers second at state tourney

From “STATE,” Page 1

the computer gear, including a
switch rack, fiber rack and serv-
er rack, but nothing else in the
building, he said.

The next project was for a
new generator at a communica-
tions tower that serves the city
public works, fire and police
departments, Thomas County
sheriff’s office, state personnel
and the National Weather Ser-
vice’s SkyWarn storm-spotting
service.

Unger specified a project that
included a new a generator and
transfer switch for the tower,
along with installation, the
quote for which was $21,660.
McGreer said the project would
be paid for out of the 911 fund,
collected on phone bills, which
has $140,154.

The council members made
the same request regarding the
engineering for this project as
they did for the one at City Hall.
Councilman Mark Beringer
asked why the city as a whole
should have to pay for the tower
and not the organizations using
it.

“Sure an awful cheap, free
tower we’re putting in there,”
he said.

In other business, the council:

* Approved trade-in bids from
Colby Dodge for three police
and fire vehicles. The bid for a
new pickup for the fire depart-
ment was $16,261 after trade-in
and the police department trad-

Rieschick, Holton, after an injury default to

won his next match over Trey Thompson,
Coffeyville-Field Kindley, winning 7-4.

He then fell to Aaron Puckett, Bonner
Springs, 9-3 and was sent to wrestle in the
fifth-place match. He lost again to Andrew

Second blizzard slams Plains region

By Betsy Blaney
The Associated Press
National Weather Service
officials in Kansas and Okla-
homa issued blizzard warnings
and watches through late today
as the storm packing snow and
high winds tracked eastward
across West Texas toward Okla-
homa, Kansas and Missouri.
Forecasters warned of possible
tornadoes in the South.
Snow covered Amarillo,
where forecasters said up to 18
inches could fall, accompanied

finish sixth.

by wind gusts up to 65 mph.
Paul Braun, a spokesman for
the Texas Department of Trans-
port, said whiteout conditions
and drifting snow had made all
roads in the Texas Panhandle
impassable. Authorities closed
Interstate 40 from Amarillo to
the Oklahoma line and Interstate
27 from Lubbock to 60 miles
beyond Amarillo.

The weather service issued a
blizzard warning for the Okla-
homa Panhandle and counties
along the Kansas border, warn-

Troy Quenzer, 195, Austin Hart, 220,
and Macen Shull, 138, wrestled but did not
place at the state tournament.

Other team finishes were Andale in third
place with 90.5 points;

ed in for two new police vehi-
cles for $42,522. McGreer said
after the meeting that the bid for
the Crown Victorias was higher
than some other bidders, but by
less than $1,000. He said the ve-
hicles had a longer life that he
felt made the extra cost worth it.

e Approved an origination
agreement with Farmers and
Merchants Bank to help wire
money to vendors and the state.

* Approved boundaries for the
city as they had been set at the
end of 2012.

* Had a brief discussion about
insurance renewals that ended
without a decision. McGreer
said he’d been pressured by the
Kansas Municipal Insurance
Trust to switch the city’s work-
man’s compensation over to the
trust, but Mayor Gary Adrian
pointed out that the city had
never had problems with the
carrier it has.

“If it isn’t broken, why fix it?”
Beringer asked.

e Approved a new lease for
G.H K. Farm for 329 acres near
the airport for $75 per acre per
year. McGreer said later that
he thinks one other farm leases
land from the city. He was not
sure how long G.H K. has been
farming the land at the airport,
but said that it was been “for a
long time.”

* Talked about rebuilding the
bridge where Range Avenue
(K-25) passes over the creek

Chanute

Forty-s
Bonner Springs

ing that travel in the area would
be “very dangerous” until Tues-
day morning with near zero vis-
ibility and drifting snow.

Texas officials called in the
National Guard to respond
to emergency calls and help
stranded motorists after Depart-
ment of Public Safety troopers
found roads impassable.

Billy Brown, a farmer in the
town of Panhandle about 30
miles northeast of Amarillo,
said the snow was coming down
so hard that he could only see

fourth with 90; LaCygne-Prairie View fifth
with 84; El Dorado sixth with 78; Pratt sev-
enth with 62; Fort Scott eighth with 59.5;

10th with 54.5.

just west of Villa High Park
with a sidewalk. Council mem-
bers were given a sketch of
the bridge prepared by Public
Works Director Omar Weber.

“Omar went out and dodged
traffic and kind of got a rough
distance” that the bridge would
have to be 100 feet wide, Mc-
Greer said.

He said the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation, which
controls the right of way on
the bridge since Range is part
of the state route, said that the
city could improve the bridge if
it submits a form and drawings
for the department’s approval.
The department could knock the
new bridge down during work
on the highway, he said, but the
city would have to rebuild it at
its own cost.

Council members reported
seeing people try to walk across
the bridge often, and liked the
idea.

“We talk about walking trails
and this gets pushed to the side,”
Hutfles said. “Someday some-
body’s going to get killed, and
then price is not going to be an
issue.”

Councilman Pat Mallory at
first suggested using Penco En-
gineering to design the project,
but he and other council mem-
bers later agreed when McGreer
suggested the city bid the en-
gineering work for the sake of
consistency.

ninth with 59; and Tonganoxie

ix other teams participated.

for about 100 feet and that it was
forming drifts up to 3 feet deep.
The whiteout forced all vehicles
from the roads — even the snow
plows, he said.

But he said the snow would
bring some relief to the drought-
stricken region. Wheat stubble
still in the ground after the last
harvest will act as a conduit
for the snow, which will seep
into the soil and provide much-
needed moisture when he plants
cotton and milo in the coming
months.

From “SNOW,” Page 1

week’s storm.

“It was kind of a lighter storm there,”
said Dave Floyd, a meteorologist at the
Goodland office of the National Weather
Service.

Snow began falling by Sunday morn-
ing, although Floyd said most if it fell
from about 5 p.m. to midnight.

One and half inches total was reported
in Colby, an inch each in Brewster and
Oakley, six-tenths in Goodland, three-
tenths in Russell Springs, and a trace in

Gove.

Oberlin had about 4 inches, added to 13
already on the ground from the storm last
week

“There’s another weather system com-
ing in for tomorrow night, kind of a simi-
lar deal,” Floyd said.

The service predicted a 20 percent
chance of snow Tuesday afternoon and
during the night. Floyd said the snow
could also start falling in the late after-
noon and continue until Tuesday morn-
ing, with half an inch expected.

Wednesday Evening

L . ﬂ]
World Day of Prayer
luncheon planned

“I was a Stranger and You Welcomed
Me” is the theme of the World Day of
Prayer luncheon and worship service at
noon Friday at the Colby United Meth-
odist church. Several Colby churches
will present the program. There will
be offerings for the luncheon and for
grants addressing the issues identified
in the program. World Day of Prayer is
an ecumenical movement of Christian
women who come together to observe
a common day of prayer and action.
For information, call Millie Horlacher,
chair of Colby Church Women United,
at 462-3104.

Seminar offers help on
starting own business

Thinking of starting your own busi-
ness? Come to a free Business Startup
Workshop, facilitated by the Kansas
Small Business Development Center
and sponsored by Thomas County Eco-
nomic Development, from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m. Tuesday at the Thomas County Of-
fice Complex, 350 S. Range Ave., Col-
by. Make your dreams come true; call
Christy Rocca at 460-4511 to register.

S&T to hold Business
After 5 this month

Join a Mexican fiesta at Business
After 5 on Wednesday at S&T Com-
munications in Colby, 755 Davis Ave.
For information, call Alicia Moore at
460-7300.

First graders will

perform ‘Lemonade’

The Colby Grade School first graders
will be presenting the musical “Lem-
onade” at 2 and 7 p.m. Thursday in the
school auditorium. The show is free and
open to the public. For information, call
Jennifer Koel at 460-5100.

Genesis-Thomas
County meeting set

The annual meeting of Genesis-
Thomas County Inc. will be held at 6:30
p.m. Thursday in the meeting room of
the Thomas County Office Complex,
350 S. Range in Colby. The public is in-
vited. For information, call Wynn Duf-
fey at 462-6342.

Head Start here looking
for kids to fill classes

Head Start, a tuition-free preschool,
is looking for a few good kids. Services
include education, nutrition, health, dis-
ability services and family support. The
school accepts applications all year long
for children 3 and 4, but they must be
3 by Aug. 31. For information or to get
an application, call Janell Griffin at 460-
6067.

Gem Lions Club plans

annual winter soup day

The Gem Lions Club will have its an-
nual winter soup day from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. Saturday. Your donations and recy-
cled eyeglasses and hearing aids go to
help people in need. Serving homemade
veggie, chili or potato soup and good
conversation. For information, call Ken
Poland at 462-7809.
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